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" The intervention of M=. GLADSTONE, almost at
the eleventh hour, in the electoral conflict has not
zllayed the anxieties of those Liberals, whom M=z.
CHAMBERLAIN'S aggressive policy has terrified and
who have taken courage to assert their indepen-
dence since the issue of the protest of the Whig

peers against the agitation for disestablishment.
The din of platform speeches is unabated, but
there is a manifest decline of interest in the con-
froversy on the part of both speakers and au-
diences. In point of fact, the questions at issue
bave been placed, with one or two exceptions, so
fully before the electors that any who have minds
to make up must have made them up long ago,and
have formed resolutions, one way or other, which
M=r. GzapsToNE himself cannot modify. Lorp
HaRTINGTON, SIR WILL1AM HARCOURT, Sik CHABLES
D1LxE, and Mr. CHAMBERLAIN spoke yesterday on
the Liberal side, but their speeches were not ad-
dressed so much to the public opinion of the
country as to local gatherings of wvoters, and
their arguments, it must be admitted, were
brought down %o & corresponding level. The
eifforts of the Conservative spokesmen, of whom
Mr. W. H. Ssut@ and Mzr. PLUSNKET were
the most conspicuous, were scarcely more
successiul in giving fresh interest to worn-
out topics. Yet the questions before the
country have lost none of their urgency or weight.

Mr. Grapstoxs's ingenious attempt to take his |

stand on an opportunist platform in Scotland wiil
not in the loast degree affect theposition of men like
Lorp SELBORNE,who,in a letter printed in another
column, has frankly declared that if he were com-
petent to vole or to take 2 part inelections~~which,
s a peer, he 18 not-—ho would *¢ certainly consider
‘‘ the maintenance of the Established Church as of
“ much greater importance than the predorainance
“ of his own or the defeat of any other politieal

¢ party.”” It is against the strength of these con-

.-..¥ictions and these sentiments—which are not

aroused to activity by the attack on the Church
alone,though, no doubt, that is the most powerful
element—that Mr. GLavsroNe’s appeals on behalf
of Liberal union, seconded, with much less en-
thusiasm, bubt with a strong semse of loyalty to
bis party, by Lorp HarTINGTON, are raised in
vomn. LoORD SELBORNE declines, in the most em-
phatic manner, “ to recognize the claim of any
¢ person to be considered Liberal who en-
¢ deavours to recommend himself by promising to
#¢ vote for taking away from about half his fellovw-
‘¢ countrymen the churches in which they worship
*¢ and the support provided for the ministers of
¢ their religion.”” The DURE of WESTMINSTER, in
writing the other day to M=r. Torieyaczr with
referenco to one of the Liberal candidates for
Cheshire, came to the same conclusion on more
gonerzal grounds. ¢ Candidates of extreme views *’

may now realize what mischief they have done to
the Liberal cause by taking up precipitatoly every
extravagant proposal that seemed likely to cateh
votes, and by snatching at every sort of argument,
good, bad, and indifferent, by ihich those pro-
posals could be defended. It is impossible to in-
duce sensible and moderate men to trust
politicians who put forward plans and reasonings
the consequences of swhich they have not worked
out in their own m.inds; and it is on this ground
that in somany cases Conservative candidates have
a chance of profiting by the recklessness of their
rivals. Neither Mgz. GrapsToNE nor Lorp
HartinoTox has made out a good case for intrust-
ing power to the Liberal party, cofite que cofite.
Woe are in complete agreement with Lorp SELBORNE
- when he says that no single question, not even
that of the Church, ought to be takea uncondi-
tionally as a test. It is, however, still more im-
portant at the present crisis to bear in mind his
recommendation to the elestors to consider care-
fully, in recording their votes, not merely the party
badges, but ¢¢ the character, conduct, services , and
‘ personal merits and demerits of particular can-
¢ didates.”

Lokp HanrimnaeToN was scarcely well advised in

attempting an elaborate defence of his political |

career against the slashing criticisms of Lorp
Raxporrr CuurcHrin. The parties are not equally
matched, for Lorp HARTINGTON weighs his words
- 33 Loxp Raxporrn CeurcEILL has not yet learnt
todo. Wemustown,too,welook withno little appre-
hension onthese efforts, for which Mr. GLADSTONE
himself is wnhappily famous, to establish a claim
to unimpeachable consistency in politics. Such
apologies, if exccuted with more dialectical and
rhetorical skill than Lory HapToigrox commands,
may ‘¢ subserve private coniplacency,” but it is
to be feared they donot helpthe cause of historical
trath and often tend to confirm statesmenin errors,
inadvertently committed, from which they do not
like to appear to recede. Mg, CHAMBERLATY
sbands in a different position ; he is never do ubt-
ful, never apologetic, even when his arguments
havebeen refuted and his statements contradictad,
We do not suppose that he will be moved in the
least by the powerful protest of Lorp Braywery,
which we published yesterday, and which is borne
out by several letters we print to-day, against hig
misrepresentation of the facts with regard to
enclosures of commons or commonable land, An
apologist for M=r. CrauBERLAIN’S opinions—which
wore used, it must be remembered, to cast oditm
on the land-owning class—challenges the law laid
down by tho ¢ Elizabethan judges,’’ and maintaing.
that' this justifies Mr. CEAMBERLAIN in his sweep-
ing denunciations of enclosures. ILike M.
CEAMBERIAIN himself, and Mz. Jessg CorLixes,
and other modern Radicals, this writer ignores
the doctrine of preseription, and appears not
properly to comprehend the purpose of a
. atatute of limitations, Mz, CmameirLAIN bas no

excuse for ignorance on this peint ; as a member
of the Unitarian Community, he ought to be
familiar with Macavray’s admirable speech on
the Dissenters’ Chapels Bill , In which the conten-
tion that actual possession might be rightfully
invalidated by bringing to light some flaw . in the
original acquisition was scattered, once for all, to
the winds. But when we find Mz. CHAMBERLAIN
casting away all the results of the - ac-
cumulated thought and experience " on such
questions as that of the land, and laying
down, right and.left, far-reaching propositions,
the bearings of which he has evidently never taken
the pains to master, we cannot avoid a feeling
of distrust even when he is treating of matters,
like the protection of life at sea, upon which we
belteve him to be right in the main, He lays
down, for instance, without any qualification, the
principle which,in our opinion may be beneficially
enforced if properly guarded and limited, that
‘“ whenever & man risks the lives and property of
“ other people he shall be bound to risk some of
“ his own property.’”’ This doctrine M=z. CHAMBER-

LAaIN applies to the case of shipowners, in his |

speech ut Birmingham last night, but is evi-
dently capable of much wider extension. Unless
the keeper of a lodging-house or an inn can
guarantee the inmates absolute safety, he ought
not, on these principles, to be permitted to

| 1nsure his tenement to the full value.

MR, CHAMBERLAIN’S imperiousdisregard forlogic
and fact gives him & great advantage over many
politicians of the present day. He is not likely
to meet with much resistance, wherever he may
go and whatever he may do, from opportunists
like Sie Wirzzax Harcounr, The late HowuE
SECRETARY ought to know as well as any man on
what solid ground the policy of the Vaccination
Act is established, yet in the courss of his can-
vass at Derby yesterday he told an Anti-Vaceina-
tionist deputation that he considered the present
compulsory law—which he administered for years
and never attempted to repeal—an unsatisfactory
one, and praised the local Board of Guardians
for allowing the law to be set at navght, Mz.
GrLapsroNe himself shows something ot the same
timidity. As Mg, PLUNEET pointed oub last
right at Paddington, the leader of the Liberal
party, in his carefully composed remarks on
the Disestablishment question at Edinburgh,
said ‘“not one word to check or chide M=.
“ CEAMBERLAIN’S practical bid for the humble
‘“ classes ' of the people with the loot of the
¢““200 millions of Charch property.” In
Scotland, where the imminence of the danger
cannot be so easily disguised as In England,
many of the friends of the Establishment
realize the fact that M=. GrapsroNE is swayed
by the more energetic members of the Liberal
party, and, distrusting, as they do, the resisting
power of the Whigs, they have made up their
minds that they cannot accept the assurances
given on Wednesday as an adequate guarantee for
the interests at sfake, This feeling will be
strengthened by the attitude of the leaders of the
Disestablishment party, who have announced that
they intend to meet the changed situation ¢ with
‘‘ unfinching firmness and resolution.”’ They affirm,
in & document we publish elsewhere, that M=.
GLADSTONE’S refusal to lead them does not relieve
them of their obligation “to do justice
‘“ to their own convictions.”” This spirit does not
accord very well with Lorp HarriNeron’s en-
deavours to keep the Liberal ranks united and in
close order, and to prevent Liberal policy—at least
till the elections are over—from being carried

beyond, or developed outside of, the four points
of Mr. GLADPSTONE’'S manifesto.

The new French Chamber has met, and its
earliest proceedings have justified the gloomy
previsions of those who foresaw that with a body
80 constituted government would be almost im-
possible. The problem which has been exercising
all fraends of the Republic since the elections has
been how to secure a decent amount of union
among the Republicans; the same problem,
it may be remarked, as that to which

Mr. GrapstoNe and other Liberal leaders
have been directing their minds in this
country. On DMonday night, before the

Chambers met, an attempt was made to arrange a
programmse which should be loyally followed by
all groups of the Left, and at a ¢ rdunion
*‘ pléniere’’ held 2t the Grand-Orient, M. Lockroy
undertook the hopeless task of inducing MM.
Pauvrn Berr, Crfymencesau, RocmEForT and their
respective followers to agree upon a common line
of action. How well he succeeded was eviden
the next day. In accordance with custom, the
teraporary presidency of the Chamber fell to the
oldest member, 2 certain M. PierrE Brawc, an
octogenarian entirely unknown in public life. His
duty was to make a short speech of welcome to the
Chamber, and it was universally expected that
the speech would be as courteous,neutral,and com-
monplace as is usual on such oceasions. Instead
of this, M. BraNnc surprised the House with 2
tirade of singular eloquence and vigour, exhorting
all R epublicans threatened by the recent elections
to rally to the defence of their institutions. The
Radicals were delighted and the Right scandal-
1zed. Then came the election of President and
Vice-Presidents, M. Fioquer being chosen by a
very large majority for the former post, and M.
ANATOLE DE LA Forge for one of the latter. It had
been arranged that M. pr 1a Forge should
be nominated by the advanced ILeft, and
that the other Vice-President should be

-named by the Opportunists. Unfortunately the

Opportunists insisted wupon putting forward
M. SPoLLER, GAMBETTA’S heutenant, a man who
has made himself very unpopular with the Radi-
cals, and consequently a certain number of these,
led by M. RoceErorT, abandoned their bargain
and joined with the Right in voting for the very
M. BLaxc who had just been preaching Republican
unity and whom the Right had denounced for so
doing. A more lamentable instance of party dis-

.organization, and even of political unscrupulous-

ness, 1t would be hard to find. It is small wonder
that every organ of Republican opinion, except a
few journalsof the type of L'Intransigeant, has
bitterly protested aguinst an act of such bad
omen for the stability of the Chamber and even
of the Republic. On a question of principle, they
sy, it would indeed have been permissible for the

groups to have acted independently:; but on a
mere question of persons such a step was simply
suicidal. The point is well put by M. Cayirre Pri~
LETAN, one of the best of theRadical writers, when
he says,‘ It is matter of life and death to preserve
‘“ our unity on all indifferent questions. I only
‘‘ see one condition of things where compromise
“ would be impossible, and that is the case
‘““of our being asked to sacrifice our essential
‘¢ ideas—those of the abandonment of colonial ad-
‘“ ventures,and of reforms in the budget, religions
‘ reforms, and social reforms.”” The passage 1is
significant as showing both how far the better sort
of Radieals will go with the Opportunists and the

point where they will fesl bound to part com-
pany. ‘
Yesterday the sitting of the Chamber was oiven

{up to the wvalidation of elections, ‘which was

accomplished in the case of 386 seats. The re~
mainder of the unoppased returnswill be confirmed
to-day. But protests have been lodged'against the
elections in 16 departments, and in the cass
of the single Republican who ousted the Duc pE
BrocLiz fromthe Bure » the sub-committee has
recommended his invalidation on the ground of
administrative interference. It remajug to be

¥
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sean whether a Chamber which has, if it chocses to
employ it, a Republican majority, will consent to
reject one of that majority in order to let in the
cne man who would be both chief and
& rallying point to its enemies, The Chambe

would gain greatly in picturesqueness if
the Duc nE Broecrm could be elected, but
it is scarcely in human naturefor a strong party to
make such a sacrifice as would be implied in
offering him the seat. It is hordly likely, if
the Duc pE BroGLIE is not elected for the Fure,
that he will try elsewhere. The English custom
of an obscure man with a safe seat msking way
for a leader who happens to be out of Parliament
is unknown in Francs. Turzes and GAMBETTA
were elected In many departments at once, and
M. CLfMENCEAU, M. Brisson, and three or four
marked Radicals have been chosen for two con~
stituevcies. But this is rare, and among Re-
actionaries it is apparently unknown, A grand
seigneur is known in his own department, but not
elsewhere ; and it seems doubtful whether even
the Duc pe BroGcLie’s name and the great need of
the Right for a leader would carry him even in
the most reactionary and Catholic regions of
¥rance against a local opponent, Paris will see
yeb a third election to fill seven vacant seats, for
M. Crfmexcravu is deserting the capital for the
Southern department of the Var ; M. Brissown, it
1s thought probable, will elect to sit for Cher;
and * five other Deputies who have been
returned elsewhere will choose their provinecial
seats. The incident is significant of the desire of
the best men, even of the best Radicals, who
ought by rights to regard a seat for Parisas
the height of human ambition, to choose a
constituency as far away as may be. Ietters and
telegrams . from  place-seeking  constituents
are bad enough, but the immediate neighbourhood
of the kind of people that write them must be
very much worse. Secrutin de liste, indeed, should
have made a difference in this respeet ; but it is
certainly remarkable that the two most prominent
of the Deputies for Paris should choose to sit for
other constituencies.

The Bureaux, or Standing Committees, have
been chosen by lot, as usual, and in every one of
the eleventhe Republicanshave amajority,andhave
elected the presidents and secretaries from among
themselves, There remains only the choice of the
oflice-bearers other than the President and Vice-
Presidents, and after this the Chamber will pro-
ceed to public business with the Ministerial decla~
ration. This will be read, in all probability, on
Monday next; it was drawn up at the Cabinet
Counnecil yesterday. As tfo its terms, nothing
has "‘as yet been breathed, and it will be
expected with all the interest that attaches to s
statemoent at such a time of which the secret has
been kept. Very much, indeed, depends on what
the declaration may contain. The position of the
Ministry is extremely diffieult and precarious, and
has become all the more so since M. RocHEFORT
showed his power by overthrowing M. SPULLER.
1f, tne Ministerialists are saying, a coalition of
the two Exiremes can upset M. Srurier, why
should it not, with equal success and suddenness,
overthrow M. BrissoN and M. oz Frevemwer? It
is possible that the Ministerial declaration,
founded upon & fear of this contingency, may in-
cline more than is prudent to the Left—may con-
tain, for example, such provisions as that Iately
insisted upon by many speakers at the Grand
Orient, a provision for a political amnesty. This
would not touch a great number of cases, but the
propesal to set free prisoners compromised as
werethe companions of PrRixncE KRAPOTEINE is sure
to arouse the most vehement opposition. Possibly
the sirain mightbe too muchfor thelife of thisnew
Chamber ; and then France would have to contem-
plate the prospect of a second general election fol-
lowing, at no great interval,upon theheels of this.
What might happen then is beyond the power of
human prevision. It is enough -to say that the
managers of the Right are openly talking of 300
seats as likely fo fall to their share ; and then we
may expect asirong and perheps successful re-
action. But all this is matter for the future. The
immediate question is whether the ¢ union of all
‘“ Republicans ’* of which M, Locxznoy spoke so
warmly can, or ought to be, preserved, If it is to
be preserved, BI. BrissoN will have a task to per-
form that will try his ingenuity to the utmost.
He will bavs, in plain words, to persuade the
Radicals to efface themselves or to compromise ;
and, from present indications, they seem equally
indisposed to both of these courses.

We publish to-day another of the interesting
letters of our Special Correspondent in Spain, who
has undertaken the perilous duty of investigating
the conditions which led up to and promoted the
Inte epidemie of cholera, and who has furnished
us, necessarily at very ‘serious danger to himself,
with the only authentie zccounts of the pestilence
which have as yet been published.
be more remarkable than the completeness with
which his narrative confirmms the accuracy of
conclusions, previously drawn from English ex-
perience, with regard to the circumstances which
chiefly promote the diffusion of the disease :
although it must be remembered that, in Spain
as in India, these circumstances are too numerous

and too complicated to lend themselves readily to.|
analysis. In India the universality of filth distri- |

bation, with the consequent multiplicity of the
channels through which it might be iniroduced
into the humen system, and the difficulty or im-
possibility of tracing the movements of the native
population from place to place, were for years
insurmountable obstacles to the attainment of
any exact knowledge of the natural history of the
disease. It was only when the inhabitanis of a
court 1n Broad-street, during the London epidemic
of 15564, were struck down in very large propor-
tion, when people living in the neighbourhood
who fetched water from a pump in this court
shared the same fate, and when a few actual resi-
dents, who either eschewed water or obtained it
{rom elseivhere_, remained in health, that the saga-
city of the late Dr. Sxow caught at the possibility
of water being a common channel for the diffusion
of the poison, and led him to institute obser-
vations for the purpose of confirming or disprov-
ing his hypothesis. D=m. Sxow had no opportu-
nity of obiaining absolute proof of the soundness
of his views, but such proof was ultima.tely Ob-
tained by the late Mr. NeTTEN RADCLIFFR, from the
remarkable group of cases which occurred gt They-
don Bois, in Essex, and, s'ill more convineingly,
from the distribution of the epidemic by the
agency of the Fast London Water Company in
1866. In the Theydon Bois case, a farmer residing
there had received the contagion at Southampton,
and reached - home before any symptoms becams
manifest. His excretions were cast into a cess-
pool communicating by percolation with the well
which snpplied his household, scarcely any member
of which escaped the disease, and few, if any,
escaped with life. In the waterworks case, a
sudden outbreak of cholera eccurred inm East
London simultaneously in several loealitics be-
tween which there was no apparent connexion,
until Mg, Ravcrirre discovered that the water
company, being otherwise insufficiently supplied
on one particular day, just previous to the out-

break, had drawn’water from a reservoir which

was neither generally in use nor properly pro-
tected, and that the epidemic had followed the
course of the pipes throngh which this nnusnal

supply was distributed. He also discovered the
channel by which cholera deiections had been in-

Nothing can i

troduced into the reservoir in question, and
proved, beyond doubt, that the company had. tried
& strictly scientific experiment, by which, at the
cost of some hundreds of lives, they had established
the doctrines for which he and other sanitary
reformers- had long been contending. It is a
remarkeble instance of public ingratitude ‘that
this company received no official recognition of the
great service which it had been the mesns -of
rendering to the community.

From that time forward, it has been gererally
received as truth that the cholera poison, what-
ever may be its nature, 1is chiefly conveyed into
the human system by being swallowed ; that
water 1s its ordinary vehicle, and that, in clefault
of water carriage, it may also be brought into a
position to be swallowed by means of distribution
through the air. If gerins, or microbes, 01 some
chemical poison, or whatever may be the essence
of the disease, be suspended in the air, such con-
tagious matter will necessarily be inhaled through
the nostrils, and often through the mouth, and
in either case may adhere to the moist snrfaces
over which it has to pass, and may ultimately be
swallowed with the saliva. No one attempts o
deny that other channels of diffusion may possibly
exist ; but until the common ones, the facilities
for which are everywhere sbundant, can be ex-
cluded, it is useless to speculate sbout others.
When water
entirely prevented, it will be possible fruitf ully to
consider the questivn of other channels of convey-
ance. In Spain, as our Correspondent has shown .

| the facilities for water pollution exist on o scale
| to which we have never had anything comparable

in this country, and which, even if they hase been
approached, have certainly mnever been swipassed
In India. The description of Granada whick we
published on the 34 instant isbut a sample of
the rest. The water supply of the city 1s brought
somo miles through open channels or canals, and
the laws which forbid the defilement of thosa canals,
or the ¢‘washing of clothes in them,’’ are
‘ frequently disregarded, especially at mnight.”
The communication between the sewers and the
pipes which carry drinking water is so direct that
the water becomes stained when the refuse of dye-
works 1s poured into the sewers. A shord aistance
from the city the balcony of a house, in which &
lady died of cholera after only eight hours’ illness,
everhangs the open channel of the water supply.
In the poorer quarters the water is conducted into
small reservoirs, in no way protected against
contamination ; and from these reservoirs
the inhabitants f11 dirty pitchers by lmmersing
them, and so permit the mud which the pitchers
have gathered from standing in the street to be
mingled with the remaining contents of the
reservoir. If we add to this the fact that un-
buried corpses, to the number of 500, were suffered
to actumulate in the cemetery and to taint the air
with inexpressible noisome exhalations, we shall
ceage to wonder that, in the face of such sids to
its diffusion, the spread of the disease was rapid,
or thatthe mortality whichattended itwas terrible.

Perhaps the darkest side of the picture,after all,
13 that which exhibits the  attitude of those whose
duty it was to. be the guides and rulers of the
populace. The letter which we publish to-day
shows how the municipality of Granada svoided
or evaded the performance of their duties ; how
they were turned out by the MixisTer of the
INTERIOR ; how the law prescribes that a munici-
pality which is thus turned out, bus which is not
prosecuted by the Government within 50 days, re-
turns to office; how no prosecution was instituted,

and how, in consequence, the ofenders wore
triumphantly reinstated. We were told on the

od Instant of the way in which the clergy, the
most influential class in an ignorant population,
locked up an image _until they had obtained
evidence that the epidemic was beginning to
abate, 2nd then brought it forth and carried it in
procession 2s a means of checking the disease. We
were told also of the character of the so-called re-
ligious services, in which no attempt was made by
the preachers to enforce the lessons which preva-
lent maladies are caleulated to teach, or to show
that cleanliness and sanitary care are dutieswhich
every man owes to his neighbours as much as to
his family and himself ; bubt in which the whole
tendency was to promote superstition and to .dis-

courage effort. All that was done well, either in

Granada or elsewhere, seems to have been the out-
come of private benevolence and of private effort,
while the mafural leaders of the communities
either deserted their posts or
thoir duties, It is difficult for wus to realize
the mental and moral conditions of a country in
which such things can be, even though
we are separated from it by so short a distance ;
or to find words in which these conditions can
be adequately described without offence. It is
hardly too much to say that they must constitute
a standing menace to the health of Europe, unless
they may have the indirectly ben~ficial effect of
causing other countries to stand upon theif
defence,and to adept the well-understood methods
by which the spreading of cholera, as of almost
any other epidemie, may be kept in check. It is
to be hoped that LizvreNaxt VaroNa, whose
gallant conduet is described to-day, may obtain
such a recognition of his merits as will encourage
others to emulate his example. Such energy as
his is often contagious, and individual effort, in
time of public danger, may often serve to avert
great calamities. But it is, after all, to the
schoolmaster that we must mainly look for safety
against disease, for intelligence enough to under-
stand its causes and how to remove them, and for

can do nothing to arrest its progress. The Spanish

pulpits appear to have been made the means of
diffusing doctrines more worthy of an Indian

medic¢ine man than of an ecclesiastic in the nine-

teenth century ; and, even in Spain, there must.

be some limit to the degree in which the Church
can afford, consisténtly with her influence and
with her office, to stand forward as at least the

tacit opponent of doctrines which must in time
prevail. |

A  Bombay correspondent discusses +his
morning two burning questions of social reform in
India on which we recently commented.
Englishman has fuller sources of information than
our correspondent, or a sincerer sympathy with
tho natives of India. He dwells with indignent
compassion on the misery of the childless child
widow, betrothed in the.cradle, often never even
transplanted to her husband’s home, condemmed
by his decease to loneliness and contempt, She
may not remarry, because she has bafgn'ged to
him, though only in name. In solitude, coarse
clothes, and drudgery, she is expected to keep his
memory green &nd sacred until she shall rejoin
him in blissful death. That is the theory at its
bestr; and it is sufficiently pitiful that one human
bemmg should, from whatever motive, be im-
mured alive in another’'s tomb. In practice
the victim, sequestrated from her rights of
blood, with no new family interest to take their
place, accepts lawless consolations. Enforced
widowhood is the fountain head of the profligacy
which demoralizes populous native towns. OQur

correspondent can speak with authority upon |

Hindoo law. . He declares that Hindoo theology
and Hindoo jurisprudence positively discoun-
tenance infant marriage, and impose limits on the
obligation of widowhood which would free it from
its most aodious conseanences., 1f the Rizr Veda

pollution and air pollution are|

were oheed,many s child widow ofan aged husband

wonld be allowed to become & real wife. If the
rulc:of the wise Institutes of Mexv were followed,
& majority of the twenty million widows referred
to by our correspondent would not exist “in that
capacity, since they wonld never have been
wedded in the nursery. Priestly casuisfry, im-
Proving on the original Brahminical desire to keep
wedded lives linked in spite of death, has identi-
fied & child’s betrothel with marriage. Families
have stolidly admitted the abuse, partly from
epathy, and partly from the mercenary wish to
profit by the life interest Hindoo-widows or their
kindred have in the property of their husbands.
Mischievous as is the usage, however confined the
rangeofits operation,fashion has vastly widened the
area of its noxious influence. Hereditary among the
purer castes alone,it has grownto be adopted by the
lowsr, and is a foul blotch on the whole of Hindoo
soclety. If nothing were at stake but the happi-
ness end innocence of Hindoo women, a mass of
miliions of degraded lives is enough to excite con-
cern. It is matter of mnotoriety that infant
marriages, when the bride has the good fortune to
refain her husband and to bear children, ave as
fatal to the sirergth of mothers and issne as is the
opposite event to the moral health of the country.
Premature old age in Hindoo matrons and an
inheritance of ricketty constitutions for their
descendants are the penalty exacted from the race

neglected. |-

-

No |

by nature for the violation of its ordinances.
Under every aspect the system is horrible and
ruineas ; yet it endures, and it spreads,

Hindoos do mnot pretend to defend it. Those
with whom Englishmen come into intellectual con-
tact aclkmowledge its evils, and affect to foresee
the cure in the diffusion of popular education.
Commonly their own enlightenment does not in-
duce them to set a better example. They
take mno interest in the debate of social
reforms, and speedily divert the conversation from
such topics to the theme of political equality and
independence. Our correspondent blemes bis own
countrymen for & similar indifference. He is not
entirely just. Englishmen at large do not enter
profoundly into the consideration of the soeial
obliguities of India. They are sbout &s curious
concerning them as concerning the Indian Budget

or Indian loeal government. So far as Englishmen

who in England study India can be accused of
carelessness of the domestic condition of the
Empire, the fault, when there is a fault, must be
shared with Englishmen who study India on the
spot, and dwell less on its society than on its
politics. Xor both the zame plea mway be urged,
that Englishmen feel any trme amendment of
Hindoo domestic life will have to come from
within, and not from without. They are con-
scientiously afraid to touch the complicated struc-
ture built up of principles, many of them origi-
nally noble and elevated but deformed by
lgnorance and superstition, lest they should be
unable to provide a substitute for that they have
taken away. Hindoos do not invite their aid, and
they do not like fo obtrude it. Our correspondent
is inclined to believe that the fear of appearing
basybodies is exaggerated. Widow remarriages
were definitely legalized in 1856, if without any
substantial effect, without any popular discontent.
He holds that & stronger effort should, and safely
might, be made, andinfant betrothals be declared
to be no longer, in the event of the promised
husband’s death, equivalent to marriage. A
consequence would be to permit his family to
refuse to the girl her life interest in his propertys
and thus remove the moure sorxdid incentives for
her sacrifice by her relatives. Guarded, as our cor-
respondent guards his proposal, by the condition
of previous consuliation with leading Hindoos,
the promulgation of such an edict could not, he
'#ays, be denounced as aggressive legislation.
Until actual marriage the bride remsins =
member of her father’s house by Hindoo law.
The edict which is asked for wonld merely
lay down the law in its purity, and condemmn
the non-legal habit in the Hindoo community of
treating betrothed infants as legal widows. The
sovereign Power in India has the right to do this,
and more. When a custom prevails which is
1mmoral and atrocions its duty is to interfere.
It suppressed suties, in conformity with an
obligation upon it which none but itself in India
could have discharged. Hindocoism iz mighty
for resistance, not for advance. Exposed for
ages to immense perils from without, it framed
-itself by & nataral instinet of self-preservation fo
stand immovable. Crimes like suttes were never
-proper products of Hindoo religion. They wers
depravations and deformities which it had no
-surplus vigour {o correct. Every Hindoo who
refiects at all is grateful to British rule for having
"relieved his race of a stigma like suttee. Infant
-marriage and enforced widewhood are, though
less shocking, a more tremendcus burden for
Hindooism to carry. It does not follow that

-t British anthority weuld be able to 2bolish them

algo by & dearee. In view of the very small power
exerted by the legalization in 1856 of the te
marriage of widows, it is difficult to be sanguine of
the result of a further declaretionthatbetrothals
are not binding when tlie man diex before he
takes his affianced bride. Widows seldom remarry,
though by law they might. Similarly it is to be
apprehended that families which now disregard
the statements of their own law and religion on
the essential distinction between marriage and
betrothal would after a legislative declaration
continue to disregerd them. Imperial anthority

{ can use force to put down a murderous barbarity

the knowledge that processions of image bearers;: ‘masquerading as plety, Without an inexpedient

although they may help to disseminate contagion,

and, perhaps, an unjustifiable exercise of force,
1% is comparatively powerless against a holocaust
of inotiensive lives under the specicus disgnise of
s wedding or of a widow’s weeds. It is almost a
happy thing when ecrime works by violence.
Against that the State, asagainst suttee, thuggism,
and infanticide, can arm. I%3is muech harder to
protect a soclety against itself which voluntarily
perverts peaceiul family ties into tools of de-
struction and desolation.

Our correspondent remarks upon the contrast
between the eagerness of natives of India to dis-
course upon the political franchises thsy claim
and their absence of enthusiasm for the investi-
gation of social ills and the remedies. If
the British Government of India could or
native society would initroduce adequate social
reforms, the native disinclination to deliberate
with Englishmen upon them might placidly be
respected and accepted. The State cannot recon-
stroct native society, and nafive sceietv, which
elone can, will not without an external impetus.
Advantage may reasonably be taken of the native
movement; for political concessions to put its ad-
vocates on terms to commence an internal reforma-
tion. The defects of Hindoosocietylost the race the
control of iis own political destinies which it
imagines itself now anxious to regain. Iis suit
cannot safely be granted wunless it evince s
cepacity for purging itself of socizl effils which
would enervate and paralyze any population in
the wuniverse. Several cultivated and able native
gentlemen are now on & vwisit to England

in order to instruct the constituencies
during’ the pending electoral campaign on
the errors of Anglo-Indian rule, and the

English electors are entitled to .interrogate them
1a return on the extent of domestic native evils,
such as infant marriage and compulsory widow-
hood, and to inquire how and when they mean to
reform them. Declamation on political ineauali-

their title to privileges
should be
towards redeeming tweniy millions of their

demand of India for larger political liberties.

be taken awasy by a system by which one man
wished +to ngak Fon behzlf of 400 men. If thers

%
1

O

ties is not rendered sbsurd by the confessed exist-
ence of rotten placesin the social fabric, if the
political reformers avow the fact and be secking
redress, or if the political wrengs of which they
complain be &t the rool of the social ceancer. If
is preposterons if those who declaim upon
a8 yet withheld

stirring a step

iy

manifestly not

countrywomen from & living death. The wretched-

ness of these milliops iz cerfainlynot the fruit

of British domination. Anglo-Indians and

Englishmen at home would rejoice o release them
by an act of Imperial sovereignty if they thoug_ht
they might and could. XRespect for the prior

right of the Hindoo race fo emancipate itself
restrains them. If something for the efiicacy of
native intervention be wanting which the Siate
could supply, representative Hindoos have but to
name it, and the English people will see that it
18 forthcoming. If the want simply be of mascu-
Line native will to do justice to the feebler and
down-trodden sex, the ruling race msy be par-
doned if it judge the cry for more political inde.
pendence to be somewhat premature.

COURT CIRCULAR., Y .
e I et ;
- BALMORAL, Nov.312. |
The Queen drove out yesterday morning, attended by
Lady Ely. In the afternoon Her Majesty drove, attended
by the Dowagar Duchess of Roxburghe znd the Hon.
Ethel Cadogan.
The Princess Frederics of Hanovervisited the Queen and
Princess Beatrice, .
Mdlie. Giovanna Ameris had the honour of singing
befors the Queen and Royal Family.
Bir John Clarke, of Tillypronie, has lefi the Castle.

WANDSIW ORTH-COMMON.
———eep— .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIAMES. *
Sir,—Permit me the use of Tie Times to draw sttention
1o what looks like the impending perpetration of & small
Highland enclosure at our very doors—i.c.,in the very
cenfre of Wandsworth-common. S
The facts, as far as I have been able to gather them, ars
these :—Af the close of ths Crimean war the Patriotic

| Yund was established by mnational snbscription for the

mawmtenance and assistance of orphan children of ioldiers
and gailors, and with this fund were boilt the twin institue
tions known respectively as the Patriotic Asylums for Boys
aud Girls, npon extensive sites appropriated out of Wands®
worth-common, with zssent of the commoners for that
especizel object.

The building for boys was lately s0ld $o the Governors of
Emanuel Hospital, for lack of legitimate ocenpants. That'
for girls, fogether with its land, which is of considerabls
extent, is still applied to its original uses, the land supply-
ing farm, dairy, and garden produce for the unse of the in=
stitation. —

So long as it is limited to these uses no complaint. ¢ould
arise, but when they fail I take it there isreversion to
fhe former use of the commoners.

On passing the farm this morning, however, I noticed
indications of suxvey,with the apparentobject of cuttingoff

zbout one-half, and, upon inguiry of a common keeper,
was informed that it been taken by Mr. Neal for the

ose of conversion into nursery ground. A lesse of this
%n . Iif made, 1 believe to be altogether ultra vires, and,
if allowed to stend effective, no doubt the mext step upon
its expiration or extinction would be fresh grants tospeculn-
tive builders. . It behoves the local authorities, common
conservators, and vthersivterestad,to be upon the slert. The
common bas already suffered saeverely by appropriations to
various rallway companies, by gravel digging, by enclosnres
0f manorial lords, and by the land taken for the nse of

| varions buildings,and chiefly for the Patriotic Institutions.

The publicand commoners are quite content at present
fo be excluded from admission to the latter,more especially
us its present open fence leaves it practically belonging te
and parcel of the great open space of the common, bub
atter this warning I cannot suppose thet they will tamely
submit to its threatened appropriation for the ose indie
cated. I am, Sir, your obedient aervant,

GEORGE ENNIS.
12, Dorlzsobe-road, Wandsworth-common, S.W., Ncv. 11,

The Queen has been graciously pleased to
spprove the appointment of General Sir Donald
Martin Stewart, G.C.B., C.I1.LE., to bean Exirs
Knight Grard Commander of the Star of India.

Counr TaEarRE.—Her Royal Highness the
Princess Louise (Marchioness of Lorne) snd suite attended
the performance of Z'ie Alagisiraic at this thextre last
evening. ]

Lorp SanisBuryY.—Lord Salisbury came fo
town yesterdsy afternoon, and st 4 o’clock received at the
Foreign Office the Russian, Italian, and the Turkish Ame
bassadors, With Whom he held a somewhat long consnlfae
fion. | :

M=, GrapstoNE.—DMr, Gladstone, it was reporbi&

sterday, bad nobt suffered from his exertions afihs
‘?;:?%tin g:?{;n the previous day. In the affernoon he walked
{0 the Forth-bridee and spent some time st the works,

M. pE Bunazza.—A Reuber telegram dated
Lisbon, Nov. 12, says :—** M. de Brazza has arrived here.””

Stk M. Hicgs-BriacH.—A series of questions
have been addressed to Parliamentary candidafes by the
Bristol Trades Council, and among them 1isonessio
whether they will votefor arestitution of the educa-
tional and other endowmentstothe service of those for
whom they were oﬁ%}nall{ﬂintengeﬂ, to which Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach has replied that he is of opinion that the new
schemes for edncational and other endowmentis have not
always been so framed as to secore to the poor the benefits
intended for them by the founders, and he thinks more
care should be taken in that respect in future schemes,
wkile existing schemes should be altered when 1t is shown
that the interest of the poor has not been properly se-
cured. In reply to gquestions as to whether he will pro-
Imote legislation to prevent loss of life at ses and by aecie
dent on railways he sayshe thinks legislation might do
something to diminish existing risks in both cases. Rail
way rates, he states, will be inguired into by the Coms-
mission on Depression of Trade,and he has no donbt that
Parliament hefore consenting to renew the London coal
duties will require full proof of the necessity and propriety
of sucha conrse. _ ;

Stz Hexry Jowss ot Bury.—Bir Henry James,
Eea]ﬂ' ng at Bury last night on the Irish quesiion,said that

e proposision placed before the electorsof Bury was that,
English members and of pre-
venting themm from legislating for the country, xll the
Irish electors were to give their voles to one candidate,
whoever he might be,in order that the Irish might succeed
in the struggle at the expense of every Englishman aud
Englishwoman. That was the challenge, and upon the
clectors rested the responsibility of accepting or defeating
it. It was shadowed forth that Mr. Parnell, in order to
mprintain bis owp supremacy, might give the order that the
Izish electors might vote for him (Sir H. James). If Irish
electors would exercise their own judgment, and they
déomed him fitted for their representative, he shonld
thank evory opne of them for kis vote; but if
they believed he was wmot fit 1o be ibeir
sgainst their own

for the purpose of defeating

sentative, and if they were fold
iﬁiﬁiigca bjreMr. Parnell g; vote for him, he prayed them
not 1o give him such votes. The great question wiich was
srising, not only in the boroughs but 1n many oiher places,
was whether England was to govern itself. Ireland might
have ap tncrowned king, but was he to be mnnerowned
king in that community too? What he (Sir H. James)
contended against was that thoe rights of ireland should

were any Jrishmen present he wounld appeal not
only to tge'ir own independence, Ior they hod =mssociated
themerelves sufficiently with Englishmen to know how greas
was the treasure which gave s man the right to record an
independent vote, but he world ask, had they no recollec-
tion of the party to whom the
whom, perhaps, 1n the g

might show some gratitude ?

T Gerpoxy Mawforiar Workine Boxs' Hoxz.

~—Yesterdny afternoon the (Gordon Memorizl Working
Boys’ Home and Club, 345, Oable-street, E., was formally
opened by Mr. Ritchie, ML.P. It had been hoped that the
Duke of Westminster would be present o perform ibe
ceremony, but in conseguence of indisposilion he was
unable to attend. A telegram wasread from him expresss
ing his sympathy with the work, and promising a donation
of £100. The Gordon Memorial Home was 0r1g1nall§ st
on foot by the Rev. G. T. Cull-Bennett, viear of St., ﬂg
the Evengelist, St. George’s-in-the-East, by whom it

been felt that there was a great work o be done among
homeless and orphan working lads, who were left practi-

owed so much and towards
ess of their nature, they

cally, and in meny cases absolutely, withouta home. To
"-:]ﬁsyénd 3 commigtee was formed, which took and fitted

a home where 40 boys conld be provided with board an

lodging, two-thirds of the cost of which will'bsdefrayed
t ents of the boys themselves, and the remainder
The club will taﬁso :ccommodtf‘b% X ‘ﬁ?-
siderable number of 1ads. After the ceremony of formally
Elgcelflr‘ing the ‘home and cInb open had been performed, a
luncheon was held at the hallof the British and Foreign
Sailors’ Socicty, Mercers'-street, Shadwell. Mr. Ritchie,
ALP., presided, and there were present, among others, the
Right Rev. Bishop Wilkinson, Mrs. Yilkinson, Miss Wil-
kinson, the Rev. -G. T. Cull-Bennett, Nrs. Cull-Bennett,
Miss S. Lee, Major Carr, the Rev. A. R, Catter, the Rer.
1. Bray, Mz, . J. W. Dellow, M. 1.5, B, Mr. E. A. Ford,
the Rev. H. Sinden, the Hon. and Rev. E. Adderley, and

by the paym
‘b§ public charity.

. J. Johnstone Bourne., In proposing the toast of
‘P‘ﬁéuccess to the Gordon Memoﬁﬂp S'éarb"_ngg Boys’ Homo
and Club, the chairman regretted the absence of the Duke
of Westminster, and said thut if suchan imstitation were
needed 1n anypartof London,it was surely in such a distriet:
as the one in which the homse had been established. He
regarded such institutions 2s very valuable in preventing
those who received the training which they sfforded from
sinking into vice and crime. The Right Rev. Bishop Wil
kinson also spoke strongly on behalf of the institution, and
on the need which -exis for doing what was possible to
raxcne Workine lads from s life of degradation andmisery.



