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'[and Dr. Reid vice-president, of the socjety,

+“{Mr.STREETER related some particulars of
& twin. case which had just.occ urred to M.

'Hughes, of (Holborn, .The child 'was, bo}’u
-alive at-the full term of the pregnancy, while
the other, which bad perished at.about the
third mouth, had been retained in the uterus
nearly six months after its death, without
‘having undergone much decom.pouuou. The
blighted foetus had been squeezed quite flat,
probably during the labour, aud was expelled
a few 'minutes before the placeuta, The parts
were on the table; the blighted focms mi ht
be seen still attached to that portion of, tl

amnion which bad covered the foetal guy

of the placeuta.. The membranes, werg ,un-
perfect aud considerably torn,. L\qt enqygh
remained to show that the. foetuses had, been
inclosed in one. common decidua, am} one
common- chorion, and that each bad. Ats Qwn
amnion,. .‘The placeuta had been; injected
from the umbllical vein of the chord of the
full-grown. child ; aud oue vein, ns large s a
goose-quill, could: be seeu.arjsing, near, tle
insertion of the funis in the place nta, ls-
tinctly anaswinosmg with the umbilichl vein
of the funis of the smaller foetus: a circum-

stance Which probably accounted for ué part



ofithe placenta Laving, awithered appear-

#nce. - Mr, Streeter considered that the pre-

sence of a common chorion proved, beyond

the possibility of doubt, that it was a case of
twin conception, and not one of superfocta-

Ltion. ' Many cascs of twius, where one foctus

waa blighted early and retained till the other

was nearly or completely developed, had
been: recorded; for example, three by Dr,

R, Colling, at page 317 of "his * Practical

Midwifery ;” one figured by Craveilhier, in

his ¢ Anatomie Pathologique ; ” one was

velated in the essay which he (Mr, Strecter)
read before the society.two sessions ago.

The most remarkable instance, however, with

wihich he was acquainted, was onc in the

possession of Dr. Robert Lee, aud which he
had.himself scen, where, triplets had been
couceived, but two of the foctuses had
perished about the third or fourth month,
and. had, been vetuined wutil the full term of
gestadion, when they, were expelled, and re-
mained attached to the placenta of the living
whild., With xespect to the disposition of the
mempbranes, and the vagoulad communication
betwgen the placeota in twin cases, he would
take this opportunity of referring the ‘'mem-

Lligrg, to the-vesearches of M, Duges, in the

“ Revue Medicale,” of March, 1826, Mr,

Streeter then enumerated the four varielics

which exist in the disposition of the fuwtal

l}l?ll]’lf‘.‘l‘ll’e‘sw SR ‘Y .

ALCULL PASSED BY 'THE URETHRA,

Mr, W. T, FEiuiorrexhibited four calculi,
of somewhat pyramidal form, and weighing,
apparently, about six drachms each, which
had been expelled involuntarily from the
hladder of an old Indy per urcthram. This
patient was 74 years of age, and had suf-
 Tered from what was considered to be pro-
lapsus of the uterus for some years, For
this complaint she went into the hospital at
"Brighton, but received no benefit. She had
‘suflered for a short time with symptoms of
stone in the bladder, and had incontinence
of "urine, the water 'discliarged being occa-
sionally sanguineous. -She' expelled the
stoucs two at & time, without diflicully, and

_atintervals of a month; they:were coated
“with mucus, and appeared to'cousist of mag-

“nesia and phosphaté of' “lime. .« She had
"passed altogether seven stones. She had now
"vither more power over the contents of the
' blddder than she had previous to the stones
being discharged, and ‘the prolapsus was
"'1éss,” There was no fistulous communication
" betyeen the bladder and urethra,

"' Dr, VERRALL knew something of the case
" detailed, vhich was under the care of Mr.,
""Sionock, of Eastbourne, He believed that
“when she was in the hospitul the parts were

carefully examined, and no disease detected,

" except prolapsus of the uterus.

| DISCUSSION ON ASRHYXIA ; RECOVERY OF PER-
SONS APPARENTLY DBOWNED,

Mr, Forprs. Winstow thopght that jn Lis

P
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paper Mr. Snow had not made sufficient dis-
tinction between those cases of asphyxia of
new-born children dependent on plethora and
those resulting from collapse, in which 'an
opposite mode of treatment to that employed
in the former would be necessary, In the
first class pf cases the symptoms wero very
nearly allied to apoplexy, and would be the
mogt eflectually removed by the abstraction
of blood. Respecting inflation of the lungs
by Mr, Read’s inslrument, as a means of
removing asphyxia, he thought that that ap-
paratus should be employed with much care,
as it was liable, if the air were forcibly in.
jected, to do injury to the texture of the
lungs, He was of opinion that inflation by
air breathed from the mouth of the practi-
tioner was the best plan of carrying on arti-
ficial respiration.  Experiments had shown
that the air so used was hut little altered in
quality, and contained only onc-hundredth
ppart less of oxygen than it did previous to
its being respired. With respect to the re.
covery from asphyxia by drowning, Dr. A,
T. Thomson had related a case in which a
person who had been twenty minutes under
waler was restored ; while other cases were
recorded, in which three winutes’ immersion
was suflicient to entively destroy life, and
frustrate all eforts for its revival, How did
we account for this discrepancy? The most
experienced pearl-divers could not remain
under water for more than five minutes. He
§Mr. Winslow) thought that when persons
ainted immediately on submersion, vitality
was longer retained in consequence of there
being less demand upon the system than
when struggles were made by the sufferer,

Dr, Rin remarked that Mr, Snow, in bis
paper, hal stated the proportion of still-born
children to be one in twenty, This was a
proportion much larger than he (Dr. Reid)
had met with in his own practice : and this
when even the prematurely born infants were
included in the number, He agreed with
Mr, Winslow as to the differeut kinds of
asphyxia in new-bovn children, and related a
case in which all the wsual means were re-
sorted to without eflect, and in which until
some blood was allowed to escape from the
chord no signs of recovery were manifested,
Immediately, however, on the loss of a little
blood the infant exhibited signs of life, It
was necessary in this case to repeat the ope-
ration, in consequeuce ol tlie réturi of ‘some
of the symptoms. The case was successful,
In this instuuce the child weighed. eleven
pounds, and had been delivered by the for-
ceps, Ho thought Mr, Read’s instrumgnt
ini:.zl;t be uscful in some cases, if i}_‘wg_re‘ at
wna,

Dr, Ciiowsr would look with suspiéioﬁion '

any case of recovery from asphyxla &y
drowning, in which it was stated that the
person had been under water for' more, than
8ix orseven minutes, He helieved, ipdeed,
that there was no well-anthenticated case of
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rboovery- in ‘which the submersion had ex-
oeeded 1Bix - minutes, -  With respect to Mr,
Sopéar's statément regarding the number of
s#ill-bora thildren, the proportion was much
larger than he bad met with in his own
pmactice. i In looking over the last 500 cases
wlfich-bad occurred, he bad found only six-
teendufants were still-born.
these stististics only childrea atthe full time.
i thought nothiog could help ‘us much in

tbe tréatment of asphyxia except. artificial
respiration, and that Mr, Read's instrument
was very ingenious, and likely to. answer the
purpode for which it was intended,! i ..
«Mr: ELLioTr reluted: a'icase’ of ‘submer.:
sibn//in - which -a. young man. was 'under
Water: for several minutes. :He had got in-
taxicated ' with ' port wille, and in attémpting
torow himself on the Thames at/night  was
vapsized, Hd was picked up by Mr, Elliott,
whio attributed his ultimate recovery to. the
quanﬁt{vof wine which was in his stomach !
Mr, WooLLey thought Mr, Read’s instru-
ment would be of great service in asphyxia,
whether, qacurring in adplts.or,infantsi . ; He
had been in the habit of using the means re-
commended by thé Humarie Soclety to keep
up artificial respiration, for some years, The
instruments used were the. bellows and the
trachea-tube, The use of the bellows might
" bé productive of much injury ;' aud jt wasnot
always an ersy matter, éven ‘to those who
kneéw the anatomy of the ‘parts-well, to jnsert

the trachea-tube into the properbrificd! /M,

Read’s instrument :did- awdy with these 'ob-
Jections, aud he considered it van admirable
means of keeping wup -artificiad vespiration.

Nothing could- be mere harmless and'effi-:

cieat; and more easy of application,! Any
intalligent - persan, indeed, could ! use 'it/ I{
was impossible' to do injury toi the -tings by
its use, -as only: forty:.cublc imches!of’ air
could be injected into the chest by:it;He
had-placed the instrument! et the receiving.
house of the Royal Humane So¢iety, in
Hyde Park, where the superintendent could
use'it in his absence as effectually as himself,
In-asphyxia from drowning, however, he had
seldom found much benefit from attempts to
keep up artificial respiration, When a body
was brought to the receiving-house, it was
immediately placed in a bath at 100°, Re-
spiration most frequently occurred spontane-
ously whilst the person was in the bath, and
in some cases it took place before the patient
had arrived at the station, If, after the body
had been placed in the bath, there was no
appearance of vitality, -he had generally
' found the employment of artificial respiration
of no benefit. IRespiration, when first re-
turning, was geoerally interrupted and spas-
modic ; it then becawme regular, and fre-
quently no ill consequences followed, There
was, however, in many cases, much mischief
Bupervening in the form of congestion of the
brain and thoracic viscera, In some cases of
this kind, the convulsions were so great, that

He'included in.

ASPHYXIA CAUSED BY DROWNING,

the patient was held with difficulty whilst-
blood' was abstracted, In these' casesthe:
only instrument he had found of service was '
the lancet; and' it was often necessary 'to
take away a considerable quantity of blood. "
In illustration of 'the mode employed by the '
Humaue Baciety for the recovery of persons '
apparently dead from drowning, Mr. Woolley
read theilfdllowing remarkably interesting
case which he'had transmitted to'the society "
in quebtion,"and ‘which’had been published
in their report for/1840 s ' e
" % Atiabout’ half-past ten in the morning, a
Eoliceaconstable * on duty, and the: gate-
eeper, 4aw' @ man; a little more than half
way, over-the bridge, place his hat upon the
pavement, mount the parapet, and leap into
the water, “The' policeman ran to ‘the spot
where the ocourrence had taken place;, and
the gate-keeper to his lodge, in which was
one of the society’s speaking-trumpets, to
use it in calling for a boat ; but, before doing
80, he took out his watch, and carefully ob-
served the time. When he saw the hoat
coming, he ran aud joined the policemau and
others who were observing the man in the
water. From the time of his jumping in he
had remained under the surface, supported
ina perﬁendlcular position by the flaps of his
coat, which lay upon the surface, a small
ortion of the scalp being out of the water,
is face' was never ahove the surface, and a
great: number of small -air-bubbles kept
coming 'up' from' the commencement. He
moved ‘very:little—at length a large bubble
came ‘up, and he immediately began to sink
deepern' the bystanders now exclaimed that
itwas' all'over with him, At this moment
the boat reached the spot, when he had sunk
80 low that his coat-tails were but just within
the reachiof'the arm of the'man employed by
the institution, who, however, got hold of
them; and pulled him into the boat. The
ateskeeper then looked at his watch, and
ound that exactly five minutes had elapsed
since he first noted the time. The man was
apparently dead ; but just after he was laid
down in the boat a low moan was heard,
another midway between the bridge and the
receiving-house, and a third wheén he was on
the stretcher being carried into the house;
There was, however, no appearance of breath-
ing nor of life when he was put into the
warm bath, which was ready upon his arri-
val; but, almost immediately after,” convul
sive and irregular breathing commenced—he
breathed irregularly aud moaned occasion-
ally for about fifteen minutes, In five minutes
more I saw him; his breathing was then'
quite natural, his pulse regular and good ;"
be had no pain in the head or chest, nor any-
where else, and felt pretty well; his face,
however, was very pallid, and his eyes suf-
fused : he looked like a man who had suffered
from habitual intemperance, which I' found
was the case. Dr, Wilson, one of the ‘phys

sicians of St, George’s Hospital, was in the
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receiving-house from the commencement, and
witnessed the whole process with much sa-
tisfaction, I now had him taken from the
bath, and put upon the warm bed, appa-
rently free from cerebral or thoracic conges-
- tion, and only wanting strength to enable
him to go home., As the ward was too hot
and close, I desired that a little air might be
let in, and left the room for a shoft time, On
my veturn, I found that my order had been
misunderstood, and all the windows had been
opened, I was ahsent ouly a very few mi-
nutes in the adjoining room. The eflect of
this admission of cold air was to praduce
oppressed breathing and much cough, and to
require trcatmeut and watching which de-
tained me six hours at the receiving-house:
they would not take him into St. George’s
Hospital, and, till the expiration of that time,
I did not think it safe to send him home,
This shows the importance of warm air in
resuscitation, The poor patient ultimately
got quite well : his name was Thomas Walsh,
an Irish labourer, aged 28,

“ It appeared he had been a good member
of society, a good husband, and a good
father, till within three months, when, losing
at once all he most valued on earth, his wife
and two children, he became sadly distressed
in mind, aud unhappily sought relief in fre-
quent intoxication, which had become habi-
tual to him: this led to his attempted sui-
cide, It was deeply interesting to have
saved this poor fellow under such critical
circumstances from self-destruction; hut to
me the case was also of great iutcrest, as
illustrating and proving the corrcctness of
opinions which I had veatured to offer to the
committee only four days before, in a letter
addressed to the secretary.

“ Walsh was five minutes under water,
and, during the whole of that time, the pro-
cess of expelling air from the lungs was seen
to go on, The Jungs must, by the end of
that time, have been in a state of collapse,
and, on being taken out, the atmospheric
pressure would, necessarily, fill with air the
vacunm which had been formed, and the
spontaneous return of respiration proved
that there was nothing present in the luugs
to prevent it, The perfectly natural state of
hreathing which existed previously to the
admission of the cold air, showed also that
no water had got into the air-tubes, In my
former letter, I said we saved no cases which
had been more than four minutes under
water : Walsh had been five ; but the society’s
man, who took him out, represented to me
that he had been only three minutes and a
half; and this I should have believed, had it
not been for the gate-keeper, of whose accu-
racy I have no doubt. Qur people are
always obliged to guess at the time, and
have, I beliove, generally leaned to the side
opposed to the marvellous so much, as some-
times to err from the truth. I am afraid we
often meet with sad ervors on the other side ;.
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unfortunately, the cause of science is served
by neither, I, however, renounce the opi-
pion that we have not before had successfal
cases in which the patient had been five
minutes under water. '

¢« Some persons will live longer than others
under water—the protracted existence de-
pending chiefly, perhaps, upon a larger
quantity of air being in the lungs at the time
the accident occurred, and on no struggling
taking place to accelerate the circulation, or
on syncope quickly supervening.”

Persons might, and he thought did, occa-
sionally die from mischief done to the lungs,
some time after all the symptoms of drown-
ing and congestion had passed away, With
regard to the early employment of artificial
respiration, Sir B, Brodie was of opinion
that it could be advantageously resorted to,
only in that interval between the occurrence
of asphyxia and the complete cessation of the
heart’s action.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON,
Monday, October 25, 1841,

Dr. CruTTERBUCK, President,

EXTENSIVE OSSIFICATION OF THP. HEART AND
LARGE VESSELS,

A pParER was read from the pen of Mr,
Mitchell, of Kenningtoun, giving some parti-
culars of a case of heart disease which had
been under his care. Unfortunately there
were some omissions in the case, such as the
age of the patient, the state of the prime vie,
&c., which very much diminished its value,.
Mr, Mitchell first saw the patient in Decem-
ber, 1838, when, after a sudden mental
shock, he was attacked with the following
symptoms:  Extreme cold skin of death-
like paleness, and covered with a clammy
sweat; lips quite livid ; breathing most
laborious ; there was a copious, bloody,
frothy mucous discharge, forced involuntarily
out of the mouth by every expiration, There
was no perceptible pulsation at the wrist, in
the cavotids, or the heart itself ; infact, he ap-
peared to be dying. He was thought to be
suffering from great engorgement of the
lungs consequent upon obstruction in the
heart, Tt would have been useless to attempt
to take blood., The extremities were, there-
fore, placed in hot water, friction was made
by the hand over the region of the heart, and
camphor mixture, ammonia, and tincture of
henbane, given internally, His body was
kept at rest, and in the balf recumbent posi-
tion, The next day he was quite well, and
coutinued so for twelve months; at the end -
of which time having caught cold he experi.
enced unother attack. He was treated as
before. The heart was now examined ; there
was greater impulse than natural, but no’
morbid sound, Hc was kept quiet for a



