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pool than anythiug else. Theriver being the only outfall for the sewage |
of 8 mctropolis containing 2,500,000 people, has become perfectly
unbearable, and the records of the Registrar-General show that, |
on the hanks of thls_hu e sewer, cholera has swept o(f its greatest
pumber of victims. We do hope, then, that the commissioncrs will, :
as soon as the present epidemic has left us, proceed with all diligence .
£o carry out the great works submitted to them ; euly do not let them,
in an excess of zeal, now, during the hot weather, do anything more
than adopt those palliative measures which we have suggested. We
wixh well to the commission, and desire to see it become a populsr
body in the metropolis, and to carry with it the contidence of the rate-
but to ohtain this, we must have fewer complaints, such as
the magistrates at Westminster ; and, above all, we must
the commissioners throwing upon other bodies that re-
which legally and morally attaches to themselves.

Byers
that betore
not hase
sponsibulity,

GRAND MILITARY DISPLAY AT BOULOGNE,

Louis Napoleon left Paris on Thursday, at half-past two o’clock, fer
Boulogne. 1le was scrompanied by Colonel Fleury and Baron de
Beville, as aides-de-camps ; the Marquis de Toulongeon, M. Merle, and
M. Petit, officers in waiting ; M. Mocquart, secretary ; and Dr. Con-
nesu, physician, Jerome Napoleon, accompanicd by General Ricard,
was present at the departure. . A detachment of Guides escorted the
carrisges. The Ministers of State, and the officials of the railway were
also in attendauce,  Several of the former proceeded with  the train to
Boulogne. At Boulogne he was received at the station by General
Schramm, commanding the first army corps; General Rolin, chief of
the statl; the generals commanding divisions encamped near Boulogune,
ghe Prefet, the President of the Departisental Council, and several ma-

istrates.  All the roads between the railway station and the Brighton
otel were choked with the inhabitants, Among the crowd were con-
gpiruous a great number of English of both sexes, sailors dressed in
their Sunday best, and labourers and villagers from the country around.

On Friday the Prince Ernest steamer, from Folkestone, entered the
harbour, with the horses of Prince Albert on board. A detachment of
Horse Guards were also on board. They experienced a most cordial
receptivn on landing. All the usual rules with reference to the landing
of passengers were dispensed with,

We understand (says the Bowlugne New Times) that Prince Alber.
arrives here on the 4th of September, by what conveyauce is unknownt
The British ambassador to France has already taken apartments at the
Hotel Parilion Imperial ; Soliman Pasha and his son Iskander Bey
have also taken apartments ; many English officers and noble personages
from Englaud have done the same. Lord Hardinge, (General Wetherell,
and a bnihant staff will, we are assured, be present.  We hear also that
some ity aldermen and common councilmen intend to display their
borsemanship on the field days. The first sud second ficors of the
Hotel du Nord have heen engaged to accommodate the guests invited
for the occasion. We hear that the King of the Belgians proceeds by
water from Ostend to Caluis, and from that town post in his carriage to
the review ground, where bis horses will await him. The Prince de |
Chimay {an embarrassed grandee) who has been spending the suminier
months as usual in Boulogne, will be in attendance.  The report abroad
is that the Belgian king will make no stay in Boulogne, but will, imme-
diately after the review, return to Calais and embark for Ostend.

THE VISIT OF PRINCE ALBERT TO THE FRENCH
CAMP AT BOULOGNE.

Several alterations have taken place with regard to the Royal squa-
dron ceeort.  The present arrangements are as tollow : —

His Roval Highness the Prince Consort will emsbark on Monday, the
4th et , on buard the royal yacht Victoria snd Albert, Captan the Hon. J.
Denizan, and wi'l { roceed to Boulexne, to be present st & review at the camp
of ¥i. U.nier by the Emperor of the French.  The Prince will be escorted by
—Black Kagle, Adnuraity paddle yacht, Master Comuander *etles; Vivid,
Adpuralty padele tender, Master Commander Allen; Hournet, 17, acrew,
Commuander Campbell; Malacca, 15, screw, Captain Farqubar ; Salamander,
6, paddte, Commander Priest. X

[hasher, 4, Capt. Lefebre, will remain as a guard of houour in attendance on
the (Juern at Oshorne.  Her Majesty will take occasivnal airings in the royal
screw yrcht, Fairy, Captain Crispan,

Horner, 17, Commander Frederick Campbell, left Spithead for {Cowea yes-
terday afzerncoa.

salamander, 6, Commander Priest, will dircharge her packages into Ports-
wouth Deckyard bauvds, and wili drop down to Usburne thus morning.

Malarca, 15, rcrew, Captasn Farquhar, witl go out of Portsmnouth Dock at
four a.inr in-day (Saturday ). sud will proceed o the measured mile to try her |
speed, after wiich she joins the roval :quadron off Osborne, i

Capinn Herrick, R.N., Admiraity supermtentdent at Dovor, procrede * to
Fo'kstons, and arranged the embarkation, in one ¢f the Xuvuth Kastern Com-
JAnYy’s SleRIN Ve sirls, of the horses (27) fur tke royal siafl, for Boulegue.

Captein Smithett, of the Dover, Calaig, and t1stend Royal Mail serviee, hirs,
by con mand of the Admiraity, proceeded to Purtainoutb to priot the Victeria
eugd Albert to Boulvzne.

There have heen some ~erivus bread riots at Saint Briene in Bnttany
Large assemblages of the population congregated in the streets, pro-
claiming that the price of bread had not been lowered in yroportion to
the gnodness of the harvest. The military were called out to disperse

the mob, and two or three people were killed and several wounded.

THE THEATRICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE AT
SAN FRANCINCO, CALIFORNIA,

The following iz an extract frem the letter of a young professional
lady, of English hirth and parentage, who went out to Cahifornia as an
getress and singer: —

‘ San Franciseo, June 29, 1854,

My Dear Moruer: I have just received your last kind ietter,
and am truly glad that you think I have acted as I ouglit with regard to
my hushand. 1 have not yet been able to get my divorce, but 1 shall
have it in about six months 1 hope, and then I shall be much more
happy. This iz a great country for women, and I am very thanktul
that baving been married at New York, I am able 1o claim the protee-
tion of the Amuerican law. I have been here six months, and working ;
like s slave. § am soinetimes vight and ten hours adayin the theatre,but i
have been doing some good for myself at last, though not enough to care |
much about ; in fact I should be sorry to have come to such an out-
landish place, ouly that it was the best chance of getting a divorce, It
was a most tedious and dangerous journey to this place, and 1 believe
one ont of every fifty die on the road ; we buricd six at sca, and 1 assure
you when I arrived 1 was so di~pirited that I almost wished 1 had been
one of them. This is a horrid place to live in, never intended by nature
to be inhabited by man, but the gold has attracted people trom all
nations. The strects are in a ternible condition, and the dirt and filth
would give people a fever if it were not for the wind, which, from
shout ten in the morning till four in the afternoon, blows with such
force that vou can hardly stand, but it purities the air and keeps the
town healthy. There are no old people here, and out of a8 hundred you
meet, they all average from about 23 to 40 years of age. Those who do ;
best are servants and bhard-working people.  You canrot get a decont |
servant of all work for less than £3 or £10 English a month, and i
many get £15-—rather a ditference between this and England . How |
hard-worked the poor are in England! however, it it is only those who f
do hard work or needle-work that get paid well; a governess would )
hardiy get a respectable living here. I will just give you an idea of the |
prices of thiugs in general: —Washing, 163, a dozen; rent of cne;
room, badly furniched, £2 103, per week ; coals, 125, a small sack; !
Englizh ale or porter, £1 a dozen ; eggs, 125. a8 dozen. You cannot !
get 8 decent bonnet for less thun L4, or 8 dress made for less
than £5 English. Meat is the cheapest of all, being oniy shout |
double the London prices, and it is very fine meat. Tae rich-
!
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t
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est people here are those who buy land, as it is sure to bring
four or five times the original price in about two years. Those who
keep hoarding.-houses make money. I do not think that Johu would
do 8~ well here as he could at home; he is scarcely practical
enough. There are many very fine musicians in the town who!
can hardiy get a living. If you could disguise him as a voung
lady, there wenld be a much better chance. What sn age it
seems tu me that 1 hare been away. I feel twenty vears older, but
thanh gooduess [ do not look so. This sceking one’s fortune is very !
hard work, and by no means as romantic a3 | used to thisk it ;|
however, if | succeed at last, 1 suppose 1 must be satizfied. It serms so
strange to me. when | think of the difference three years have made.
What thousands ot miiles | have travelled, and what strange caghts and
people I hase seen. 1 was twenty-eight days coming from New York,
and really there never was such a hard road to travel.  After we had
left New York ten or twelve davs the builer burst, and we hud to re-
main on the boat for eight hours afterwards, with nothing to be seen but
alligators and wild Indians. I do not know which ure the hest looking
of the two; hut the funniest thing I ever saw was the crossing the Isth.
mus- just fancy seven hundred people riding on donkeys and mules,
the ladies riding astride, there heing only six side-saddles among the
party. However, we met with very few accidents, and I had to hegin
at the theatrs after anly a week's rest.  This is a very fast country, It
costs me nearly £10 a week to live in San Francisco, and a very uneom-
foriable room at that. I could live much better in London for one
pound, besides having some society ; here every one seemns to huve but
one ohject, and that is money. and apart from that they have no conver-
sation. There are a great many protessional people—tao many by half.
Some cannot even get an engagement. 1 have been working
very hard. The theatre is under the management of Mrs. Forest
{formerly Miss Sinclair!, who gives, 1 think, very general sa-
tisfactivon. 1 lLave been singing with Madam Anna Thillon,
Miss Kate aves, and Madame Bishop, and I am happy to say
I have succeeded as aell 85 I could wish, but have not yet hegun to make
my fortune. I was half smothered with bouqguets the other night- plenty
of glory ' but, after all, 1 would rather be singing some of the
old sungs at home. Ah! desr me, singing for amusement is mueh
more pleasant than singing for bresd snd butter. 1 do not think I shall
ren.ain here long, the place is so very uncomfortable.  You cannot
walk six yards witiout having to go either up or down a il There
are ahout thirty hills, and there is nothing but a sort of plank pathway.
Almost all the houses are of wond, with nothing but papered canvas tur
walls, so that you know as much of your neightour’s business as you
do of your own. The city is infested with rats of enormous size, and at
night they run about as tame as young Kkittens. One-third of the
population are Chinese, and for the rest every nation supplies a part.

* I should like to see old London again, and the many kind tuces 1
left there ; but | shall never be able to atford it, 1 am afraid, unless my
luck changes. It is not very bard! Both in New York and here the
newspapers, and many people say, that I sing better than Kate Hayes,
and tuat I have a better voice than Anna Thillon or Madame Rishop,
and et either of these ladies get as much money for one night's per-
foriwance as [ do for thirty. 1 aw afraid I shall be obliged to try what
finesse will do, for evidently honesty and hard work are of no use.
There are no fortunes made here now without working very hard fora
long tine. 1 send you a print of our theatre. You see it is a large
building, and really very handsome. It will hold about three thousand
peopis.  [< it not wonderful that in six wecks [ could be trunsplarted
from tl1s distant country to a London fire-side!  How 1 should like to
try it ; but I must have patience, &c., &c.— Believe me ever your atfee-
Lionste daughter, <J. G

THE LATLE ACCIDENT AND LOSS OF LIFE ON
THE BRIGHTON RAILWAY.

The magistrates "assembled vesterday at the Town Hall, Crovdun,
for the yurpose of taking the final proceedings for the committal of
Mmpaan, the driver of the excursion train upon the London and Brigh-
ton Railway when the late melancholy accident and loss of life oceurred.
Che depositions of the several witnesses were read over to them, and
Signed by each.  Captain Barlow and Mr. Hawkins being absent, an
undertaking was given that they would be presentat thetrial. All the rest |
eatered into their recognizances in £120 each to appear at the assizes. |
Mr. Burden then applied to the court on behalf of the prisoner for his |

discharge upnn bail. He made this application with confidence, because l
¢ thought that, although no doubt a very unfortunate accident had |
Occurred, still there was great doubt whether Simpson could be con- l
Victed as having been the cause of that accident. lHe felt that the !
magistrates Liad acted right in the decision they had come to, since there
might be goad reason for further inquiries taking place, but it must be |
recoilected that there was evidence to prove that the distance signal for |
l:;.“;\"' was not up, that shortly before this train had arrived another |
m bad just left, and that the steam from the first engine had- ob- .
8tructed the view of the second danger signal, and also that Simpson was
:ieaen“ t.u have used his utmost endeavours, after once being aware of the
the E'U" to stop the train.  Under all these circumstances he trusted that
son w'-‘}" would consider there was s reasonsble doubt whether the pri-
;w:i‘.:;ruld\bc convicted, and that his application would be favourably
bul, was th nother ground for allowing the prisoner to be discharged on
» Was the great length of time he would have to be in gaol before

his case vould be heard. Several persuns had come forward on behalf
of the prisoncr, and any amount of bail which might be required would
be forthroming.

The Chairman said that the subject of bail had been fully considered ;
by the magistrates, but when they lovked to the extent of the calamity
and the still greater misfortune that might have happened from the |
conduct of the prisoner, they did not consider they were justitied in ac-
cepting bail for his appearance.

The proceedings then terminated.

TIHE GENERAL BOARD OF IIEALTII.

On entering upon the duties of bis office, the president and the
board at once addressed a letter to the metropolitan boards of guardiaus,
with respect to the arrangements for preventing when possible, or mii-

tigating the visitation of epidemic cholers, now so widely spread
through London, otfering the co-operation of the board in carrying out
the preventive directions issued by the late board. Auswers, more or
less satisfuctory, have been sent by most of the boards of guardians,
some accepting the board’s otter ot advice and assistance, vthers dechin-
ing it, and stating the arrangewments they have made for the execution
of their duties under the directions referred to ; others stating generally
that they have made the necessary arrangements, without describing
w‘hat these are ; while from some no answers have yet been recetved.
Notice having thus been given to the metropolitan guardians of the
board’s readiness to aid them, if they required it, the board has now to
discharge the not less important duty ot ascertmining how far arrauge-
ments have been made by the guardians in execution of the
board’s regulations and directions for preventing the spread of
the diseare, or for placing medical aid and information within
the reach of all. To ascertain this it will be necessary to bring
under skilled and iwmpartial observation the districts of the metro-
polis where the epidemic prevails, For this purpose six additional
medical inspectors have been appointed, who will at once enter upon
their functions; aud, where boards of guardians are found to have
neglected thuir duty in relation to the epidemice, the General Board of
Healih will do their utmost to enforce that duty, in so far as they wre
empowered by law., With a view to give additional w.ight to the pro-
ceedings of the General Board of Health, in cases where wcedical gues-
tions must be dealt with, the board has been empowered 1o appoint a
medical couneil, including some of the most distinguished irembers of
all branches of she medical profession, of whose advice and suggestions
the board may avail itself when necessary. .

A scientific investigation has also been directed by the board into the
couditions attendaut on the epidemic in the metropolis, to embrace borh
micruscopical, meteorological, chenncal, aud medicsl branches ot in.
quiry, and the arrangements for the several classes of observations have
been alresdy made or are in progress.

In the parish of St. James, Westminster, where en alarming outbresk
of the ¢pudemic has just taken place, the Board have at once directed a8
house-to-house visitation, and 1t is wmost desirable that the boards of
guardians throughout the metropolis should have ready all the machi-
nery for setting such visitations on fuot st a moment’s notice, in accord-
ance with the dircctions contained in the bosrd’s instructional minute.

The following simple suggestions, as to precautions to be observed at
this time, have been circulated by the board :—

NGENERAL BOARD OF HEALTH.—~PRECAUTIONS AGAINST
CHOULERA. .

. Ap‘»ly to a medical man unmedigtely 1n case of sudden attack of illness,
as it may bring en cholera.

3. o nut take any sulis or other stroug medicipe, without preper advice,

3, Beware of drink, for eacess 1n beer, wine, Gf s5prits, is Lhe:y to be fol-
lowed Ly cholera,

“ 4. Avosd eatiog meat that is tainted or unwhoiesomie, decayed or unripe
froit, and stale fish or vegriablea.

5. Avord farting too funk.  Be moderate at mesls,

Cf. Averd great fatigue, or getting heated and then chilled,

YT AVOLL REUINE wel, oF tetpalulug 1o wet ddothes,

N. Kerp yourself clenn and your body and tect aa dry aud as warin as your
e aus amd nccupation will permat.

'y, Keep your rooms well cleaned and limgvashed; open the winiows as
often as posaible; remove all dirt and nuperities 1asmedintely.

10, Use chloride of lime araf zinc to remos e any ofteonsive sioells.

SO, Uf there are any dust or dirt beaj s, foul Jdraies, bad swells, or other
nuigances in the Louse or neighbourhood, ske complaint waithout delsy to
the locn) suthorities baving legsl power to temove thom, oF 1f there be Lo
such anthonties, or you do Lol Kuow who they are, complaiu to the board of
guardiane,”’

T'he folloning gentlemen have been appointed for medical inspection
in the distriets atfected by the eprdensic in the metropohs : —

Dr. Hassall, Dr. Glover,
Dr. King, Mr Walshe,
Mr. Patterson, Dr. Allen.

THE CHOLERA.

Up to the present time there is no appearance Jof any diwinution of
the pestilencer. On the coutrary, from information that has reachied us,
it appears to be making much more rapid progress during the last few
days than during any previous period. This 13 especiully the case in
the metropolis. By the Registrar-General’s return tor the week ending
Aug. 20, the deaths frum diarrbhwa and cholera were 211 and K47 re-
spectively.  The mortality during the past seven weeks has been 3, 20,
133, 39y, 641, 729, and 817, The deaths i the tiest seven weeks trom
the epidemic 1919 were O, 22, 42, 49, 124, 102, aud 380, 1t will
thus be seen that the progress of the disease 18 much mere rapid than
formerly ; but then it should be remebered that cholers sppeared  se-
veral weeks carher an May), and did not rescli its makivaon unul the
first week in Septewsber. Suppuosing that the duration ot the disease 1s
the saule now as i the furmer period, we are yet but at its conunence-
ment, and 1t s to be feared that it will prove tatal to nany thousands
before it begins to subside.  Itis hoped, houwever, that thas wiil not be
the case, snd that as cooler weather comves on the disease will dimimish
hut as far as the state of the metropolis 18 concerned, we see o reason
to believe that 1t 1s better prepared at this moment to meet the visitation
than it was tive years ago,

Up to Saturday week 2,783 persons had alrcady died, and we should
nat be much surprised 1f the Registrar General's return tor the past
week will not swell the total umount for the aght weeks to somethiing
very near 4,000, The montality still continues the worst on the south
side of the river, but on the north there have been signs ot a great -
crease. In Beigravia, for instance, in the first six weeks ot the epi-
derme the deaths wereonly 29, whilst in the seventh 21 persons perished;;
and we understand that since then 8 considerable increased number ot
deaths have taken place.  Aguin i St James's, Westmnster, in the
weekh ending August 25, there woere only six deaths. In two days,
Thusday and Friday last, no fewer than biteen persons died in snoares
eomprised in two or three streets. It s sind that Friday might wiil lueg
be remembered by the inhabitants of Silver-sircet and Berwich-street.
Seven,persous were in good heslth on Friday mght, and on Suturday
morning they were all dead. Throughout the might people were running
here andd there for medical aid. It seemed as 1t the whole neighbour-
Huud was completely puisoned. Inthe Westminster Unaon, for the nrst
six weehs there wereonly OR desths, in the seventh slone the wortahty
amounted to D3, In Marylebone for six weeks the deaths were 10, 1
one week they have risen to 26, In South Chel-ea slone, 22 persons
died 1n one week as agaiust 29 in the previous six weeks. o Bermond-

+ gey the deaths were 6%, St. Olive's 20, St George's, Southwark, §6; in

Newington 60, in Camberwell 77, Rethertothie 21, and Lambeth 73
The greatest mortality in the pansh ot Lambeth has been at Renning-

i ton, the total deaths have been 109, and ot these 58 oceurred Gutiug

the weck ending August 26, sud dunng the last tew days we aunder-

* stand the mortality bas considerably advaneed, four persons now lying

dead inane house. o

We have thus given the mortality in several of the principsl punshes,
and we now recur to the quustion--what liave the Joeal authonities
done’ In Lawbeth bave the bosrd ot guardians instituted a house to
house visitation 10 the infected locahities 7 We are led to believe thot
nothing of the kind has been sttempted.  Bermondsey has already lost
more than 50U people.  Is there an cffectual house 1o house visitation
there: Newtogton bas lost above 200 rouls, W bat luve the parochial
authorities done to save hfes It 1s sad to be obliged to put these
queries, but it is much more sad to be ubliged to state that the lucal su-
thorttics have not tulfilled the responsible duties entrusted to them. We
are quite ready to admt that the bme ot members of boards of guar-
dians 13 necessarily much taken up with thar own private businesses
and utfairs ; but that is no reason why they should negleet to do ther
public duties. They tovk oftice with ther eyes open, and they
are answerable to their brother panshioners for the msoner in wlach
they dischnrge their responsibilities. Can they not, wiil they not, see
that by their present mertness they are losing the golden opportus.
fur which they hiave been so clamorous, of obtaning the benenits of local
self-gosernment ¢ The principle has lately been recognised by the Legis-
lature. The Houme Seeretary stands pledged to more tully develoy the
system next seesion.  Bur how can they with commoen deceney ack
either the Government or the House ot Comumons to give them an-
crensed powers when it will be demanded of them, ** How did y ou perforiu
your duties when pestilence was raging > Y ou cannot plead ignorauce
85 to what you should have done.  Ample intormauon and wstructions
were given, but you wilfully turned u desf esr to advice, aud hike the
ostrich you shut your eyes to the danger, and let your poor brethren be

HOW THE NEW PUBLIC HOUSE ACT WORKS,

The experience of another week has more completely shown that the

New Public: House Act is practically a failure, more especially as respects |
the suburban districts, and the magistrates have confessed that they are |
not any better able than the Legislature to define the term ** traveller,” :

and therefore they give the licensed victualler, the beer-shopkeeper, and

the public the bencfit of the doubt. The act, therefore, is a pregnant
example of the folly uf hasty and undigested legislation, The report
of the committee on public houses was ordered to be printed in July,
and in the last few days of that month the present bill was intro-
dured into the House of Commons, and went through its different stages
at two or three o’clock in the morning, when there were not more than
a dozen members present, The character of the bill appears to have been
known only to a small portion of the licensed victuallers, and as to the
public, whowerc so particularly interested in it, they knewnothing about
itatall, until the first Sunday it came into operation, when they found to
their cost that on the Sunday they had no right to be either hungry or
thirsty, and that, hike boa-constrictors, they must gorge themselves ona
Suturday night, or pass the following day without refreshment. A very
large and influential body in the trade feel that the society which was
supposed to represent their interests, in fact the body they supported
by thuir contributious, had, without consulting the large mass of the
trade, taken upon themselves to adopt the present measure, under the
influence of a threat that if they did not sccept this bill, a worse was in
store for them next gsession.  This secrecy of action on the part of the
Licensed Victuallers’” Protection Society has raisod a feeling of indigna-
tion amongst its members, which daily gainsstrength, and which will not
be sllayed unul redress for the injury they conceived they have received,
by the acceptance of this bill, shall be utiorded by the act being repealed.

At the present mowent there are two parties in the ficld besides the
Protection Society, namely, the Suburban Victuallers® Society and the
Licensed Victuallers’ Detence Assuciation. Awmong the members of
the first-named body are to be found Mr. Simpson, the lessee of Cre-
morne Gurdens ; Mr. Luce, of Hampton Court ; Mr., Adams, of the
Star and Garter, Kew Bridge; and the proprictor of Jack Straw’s
Castle, IHlampstead. These four gentlemen would, if the act were
rigidly enforced, be serious lusers.  For instance, look at Mr, Simpson,
and the many thousands of puundsthat he has invested in Cremorue
CGiardens.  ‘These gardens, from haviug been rather a source of annoy-
ance under former mausgement, have now become one of the popular
places of resort in the neighbourhood of the metropolis. On Sundays
these gardeus are vpened free to the public, and thousands on that day
visit thew; the proprietor naturally looks for considerable returns,
thercfore, on that day, by the sale of retreshments.  But were the law
to be enforced rigudly, he would scarcely take anytbing. This would
clearly be a gross act of injustice tuwsrds him.  On the faith of the
then acts of Parlisment he invested Jarge sums of money, in the confi-
dent expectation thut he would receive nsdequate returns, when all of a
sudden o luw 15 pussed sub silentio, which, without any kind of notice,
would deprive him of thousands of pounds in the course of the year. In
the case of Cremorne Gardens, however, it 18 not asserted, even by the
most strenuous advocates of Sunday closing, that drunkenness is preva-
lent on the Sunday ; on the contrary, Sir Richard Mayne, the Metro-
politan Commissioner of Pulive, said that he could bear testimony to
the good order that prevailed in thas favounite place of resort.  So much
for Cremorne.

If we go to Hampton Court we find the same thing. The yuict de-
meanour of the thousands who on Sunday visit the palace and gardens
is & matter of generul notoriety ; members of the House of Cowmons
have delighted to eapastiate upon the fact.  But these thousands are to
be put to annoyance, and the licensed victuallers’ ruined, and for what ?
why simply to gratufy » few strict Nabbatarians,  One licensed victualler
at Hampton Court statesthat if the law were to be enforced he wouldiose
at least £6U a duy. Another hotel keeper st Kew remarks that he should
lose more than two-thiurds of his business.  Jack Straw’s Castle might
as well be shut up altogether on the Sunday, as during the linuted
hours.  Such, then, is the case of the Suburban victuallers—they were
the first to move the matter, aud soon formed themnselves into a society
to agitate for the repeal of this most obuoxious measure. They have
ample means, and new members are daily being enrolled, and Mr,
Simpson has offered most hberally his gardens for the purpose of a fete
to raise further funds for the agitation they will have to get up.

But the licensed vietunllers in the metropolis have not been idle,
during the week five or six local meetings have been beld in different
patts of the metropolis,  They are 88 much oppused to the measure as
their brethren in the suburbs, and, from the experience of the past
three Sundays, some of them state that their takings have fallen
oft one-half, ard, in one or two instances, two-thirds.  They complain
most bitterly at not being allowed to serve the public after their return
from their excursions in the country.

_Already more thun 200 members have been eurolled in the new so-
ciety, hut it has becn felt wexpedient that there should be to o socicties,
u weeting is, therefore, to Le held ot Mr. Simpson’s, on Tuesday, at
which 1t 13 proposed that a uvited association shall be formed, and,
recollectiug that ** union is streugth,” they contidently bope for success.

But while the licensed victualiers are thus exerting thomselves, we
should hhe to see the public taking up the subject warmly, us it is as
much thaer question s that of the publicans.  Itis not to be doubted
that, 1f the opimion of the thousands who went by the excursion trains
on Sunday last were polled, there would bardly be a dissentient voice
that the act was oppressive, veastious, and virtually inoperative, except
in preventing them obtaining reteeshiment on their return. And tlns is
really a very hard cuse. (lue excursion train, which arnved at the
Loundon Bridge terminus on Sunduy night, contained nearly 4,000
prople.  Most of them had come vighty mies, and had been from four
tu five hours on the road. Mauy of them feit tired sud quite exhausted,
and yet not 8 drop of unything or a morsel to eat could be obtained.
It would have done some good if Mr. Walson Patten had been present
to listen to anything but the complimentary manner in which he and
his muasure were spoken of.  The advocates of the act, however, point
with triumph to the quictude of the streets on Sunday, as compared
with what they were tormerly, sud st the few cases of drunkenness be-
tore the pohice courts on the Mondsy.  We quite adunt that the streets
on Sunday mght were pecubiarly quiet, and the people who were out
were, if not by choice, certainly by compulston, soberly inclined.  For

instance, we witiessed three or four females, respectably dressed, in- |

dulging in the luxury of a drink of cold water from a puinp, and lovking
with a wustful cye to a neghbouring tavern, which was inexorably
closed agatnst them.  We adint also that there were much fewer per-
suns in the streeta; but it does not necessanly follow that there was
less drinking, for although beer aud spirits could not be got dunng the
prohibited houre, there 13 notmach doubt that a stock wuas laid n
before going bome, and consumned in private dwellings. At Bow.streot
the number of cases o drunhenness have certainly  much diminished on
the Monday, but they have increased in the suime ratio on the Tuesday.
It is perhaps untwir to draw any conclusion from this, as the general
expenence, sinee the pussing of the act, is of ton limited a character
but still if sueh should be one  of 1ts results, it will incontestably prove
that men cannot be made sober by wet of Parliament.  We believe st is
mn contemplation, 88 suon ad the Defenee Association is thorougly
formed, that a deputation should wait upon Lord Palmerston, and en-
deavour to induce him not to enforce the act until after Parliaimnent
meets, so that the licensed victuasllers and the public may have an op-
portunity of makiug their grievances koowa in the proper quarter.
Success attend thar etforts.

SUSPICIOUS DEATH

LADY

OI' AN ELDERLY FRENCH
AT BAYSWATER.

Yesterduy, much interest and excitement pervaded the neighbour-
hood of Bayswater and Westhourne-grove, in consequence of the ex-
ceedingly suspicious death of 8 French lady, well known for eccentrie
habitsinthe vicinity, under circumstances of a very mysterious character.

Mudame Adele Anuo, aged 60, the lady in question, formerly

earricd on business 8g a milliner in an extensive and fashionable way, at
339, Park-street, Grosvenor-square, but has for some yenrs retired trom
any active participation in the atfsirs of the establishment, which i now
conducted by Mrs. Hughes, snd the forwer resided st No. 9, Newton-
row, Westhorue-grove, Bayswater.  In consequence of hor eecentrie
habits and violent conduct to her domestics, she has been unable to
keep a servant, and has, it appears, been living without one for some
time past.  She was last seen alive on the morning of Thursday, when
she entered the shap of Mr. Jones, baker, of Altred-terrace, Queen’s-
row, and purchased a loaf. On her way home her eccentricities attracted
the attention of a parcel of buys, who amused themselves by hooting
and halloving at ber, until she reachied her residence.  During Thurs-
day evening the inhabitants of the house, No. 14, Newton-row, were
much alarmed by strange noiws proceeding from Madame Auno’s
house ; and more especially from the circumstance that the leg of a
bedstead, in a burning state, was thrown, as they believed, trom one of
the old lady’s windows through the glass of the conservatory in the
rear of their premises.  These strange occurrences were communicated
to Mrs. Hughes, of 35, Purk-strect, Grosvenor-square, and, on the
afternoon of Friday, that lady sent Miss Meynell and Miss Hawes, two
young ladies attached to the mllinery establishment, as also 8 man
servant, numed James Madden, to Madame Anno’s residence, to ascer-
tain if the old lady was * dead or shve.’”” They arrived at 9, Newton.

saept from the fsce of the earth. Condurt such as this i3 not caleu-
lated to give increased contidenie or to sdvance the cause of local self-
government; on the contrary, bourds of guardiang wre by ther
tnertness undoing all they have previously accomplished. It 13, how-
ever, only fair to stale that the parish ot Maiylebone forms |
4 bright exception to the generality of the parishes.  ln thus parish a
cousiderable number of additional medical men have been appointed.
The people are visited, and are instrucied where to apply for sumediate §
relict; and the exertions of the sanitury committee ot the vestry are

worthy of commendation and imitation.  The city of London, under

the direction of the able ofticer ot health, Mr. Sunon, has been well

cared for, and, as a consequence, the wmortality even 1o the very worst

districts has been very trifling s compared with 1819, The mortality

along the banks of the pestiterous Thames has been very marked, thus

affording additional evidence, if evidence mere required, that the river,

instead of being an adjunct of bealth, is, on the contrary, only pro-

ductive of disease. ) L .

To turn, however, from London to the country, from inguirics which
we have instituted, we tind the pestilence more universally prevalent
than any one has the slightest idea of.  In almost cvery town the same
stury is told by the medical men, that they are sorn out with continuous
labour. Diarrhua way be said to be universal, and, as a consequence, a
great many deaths from cholera are daily takig place,  In one village
in mid-Kent there were four dead in a small cottage by the road-side.
A remarkable outbreak vccurred at the village of Cleethorpe, near Great
Grimsby. In a short time four people were attacked and died ; and
in the course of three days fifty cases occurred, of which nearly half
died, besides several other deaths happening to parties ou their return
home.

In Scotland, the discase does not show any sensible signs of diminu-
tion. At Glasgow the mortality still continucs very high, and at Dun-
dee, which suffered so much at the cluse of last year, it has sgsin
broken out, and eleven persons have died. In Edinburgh it is also
prevalent, and in a8 number of other places. In England 1t has ap-
peared at ilastings, Deal, Margate, Ramsgate, Braintree, Havant, &c.
In fact, were all the deaths recorded, an appaling list would have to be
given. We are thankful to learn that at last there are signs, sccording
to the last accounts from the expedition in the EKast, of a diminution of
the discase. The mortality has been much higher than is generally
believed, and both the English aud French Governments are desirous
of blazoning how severely the troops have suftered.

CRYSTAL PALACE.

The following are the daily returns of the visitors :—

AT THE DOORS. SEASON TICKETS. TOTAL.
Monday, Aug. 28 .... 10,277 ........ 432 ........ 10,709
Tuesday, Aug. 29 .... 10,203 ........ GW ... ... 10,(351
Wednesday, Aug. 30.. 9,180 ....... B N 9,773
Thursday, Aug. 31.... 9024 ........ 615 ....oo.. 9,669
Friday, Sept. & ...... 6,492 ........ 666 ..., 7,138

s are sh-illiug duys.)'

FIVE.SHILLING

(The above five day

CRYSTAL PALACE, Skrt. 2, 1854.— DAY.

Admission at the doors .......... R 1 ]
Admission by season tickets ........... .... L#6
Taotal ...... eeieeiaareeaene.. LT48B

Total number for the week .. .. .. 49,878

row, shortly betore four o'clock, and discovered that all the bells at
the house wers broken, and that, there being no knocker to the door,
they were unable to mahe any one hear.  Ultimately, Madden, st the
request of the young ladies ahove mentioned, succeeded in gauang
an entrance into the premises through 8 lower window, and
having opencd the street door, procecded to ascertsin where the old
lady was. On entering the first tloor back room they discovered her
lying face downward on the bed, with her hands stretehied out and a
large heavy leather trunk placed on the small ot her back, as it to pin
her down to the bed.  On removing the trunk the old lady was found
to be still alive, but in a thoroughly insensible and dying condition.
Mr. Rugg, surgeon, of 17, Newton-row, was sent for, and used every
endeavour to restore Madame Auno to her senses ; but she never rallied,
and dicd at ten 0'clock the same evening.

Although the extraordinary circumstance of the deceased being found
in the position in which she was discovered, with the trunk upon ber
back, gave rise to a suspicion that there must have been some one be-
sides herselt 1n the house, and that she had either been drugged or ill-
treated to cnable them to perpetrate a robbers, no suspicion was at
first excited that she had bueen subjected to any personsl violence.
Subsequently, however, 8 woman, named Eliza Cook, who had formerly
lived as housenaid in the service of the deceased, was called in to shift
her clothes, which are stated to be in a filthy condition, and to cleanse
ber body, when, to her ustonishment and those who were called in to
witness it, as well as Mr. Rugg, the surgeon, it was discovered that there
were severe bruises and lacerations all over the back and shoulders, and
also a large incised wound, upwards of an inch in length, across one of
her hips, as if some instrument had been used.

How these injuries could have been inflicted, or how the trunk could
have heen placed on deceased’s back after she had laid on the bed in
the position in which she was discovered, unless by some other person
than herself is a mystery, although no one was supposed to be living
in the house but berself. The impression is that some person or per-
sons must have got into the house either on the Thursday night or
Friday morning, and having ill trested the deceased so as to render her
insensible, intended to have made off with the property, but the arrival
of Madden and the two ladies from the establishment in Park-street,
frustrated their intentions, and that as Madden was entering in front
they made their escape from the back of the premises. All sorts of
surmises are afloat in the neighbourhood, which will only be solved by
the judicial inquiry to be held before Mr. Wakley, the coroner, who
has ordered a post mortem examination of the body to be made.

MinisTERIAL REGULATION.—]t i3 & rule with every Administration
that there shall always be a Secretary of State in the metropolis during
the vacation. At present this duty necessarily devotves upon the Duke
of Newcastle, whose official functions are liable to be called into active
operation at this juncture at auy moment. The three other secretaries
have availed themselves of the opportunity of relsxation and repose,
Lord Palmerston being at Broadlands, Sir George Grey at Fallodon,
and the Earl of Clarendon at The Grove, near Watford.

{ don, however, visits the Foreign Office about every other day.

Tux EnucatioNn or THE PAurerR CHiLbreN or THE CiTy oF
LonpoN UnioN.—The Board of Guardians of the city of London
Union have unanimously resolved upon memorialising the Poor-law
Board that the means may be adopted for releasing the union from its
connection with the Central London School District, and to give the
power of providing a separate educational establishment for the children
of the union exclusively.

Lord Claren- -

FOREIGN INCIDENTS,

Comn)odore Grey, with the Hannibal and Royal William, two screw
. steamships, and one paddle-wheel vessel, all laden with Russian pri-
| soners, passed thruugh the Belt one day last week.

The Busphorus, with its English colonies of Therapia and Bujukdere,
has becowe the Montpelier of the army : the Banshee came down the
otler day full of sick officers, and they arrive continually. They land
pale and miserable ; the gaunt countenances of one or two from Shumls,
the pest-Liouse of B\llfﬂﬁl. were frightful to behold; but in a day or
two they becog:e fresh and lively, and soon recover the ruddy hue and
powerful appetite which characterise our race.
m:m!i::wlfwnt of the profits of the Hamburg gambling bank shows

; average 40 per cent. on the capital subscribed in shares. This,
a8 -‘“s;ly.“b“" ved by a Baden journal, is the severest commentary that
cun be glven upon the ruinous nature of these splendid hells—40 per
cent. profit after paying all expenses !

During the sicge of Bomarsund the Leopard, 16 guns, which took up
a position close under the great fort, had her maintopmast shot away, and
scv&ml shot lodged in her hull, but had only one man kitled.
won';etﬁ::':‘“gullr.ll: is K‘"{‘fd- the troops are at last moved from that

d fatality alcheren-—Varna —that scat of pestilence, famine, misery,
and fatality. For the last six or scven months we have been prating
:{’,“’l“" the great sucrifice of life that would be required to take Sebastopol.

¥, here is a sacrifice of life perfectly gratuitous, not required for any
purpose whatever, and for no purpose” whatever, and which might have
bt’:i‘llljuvo’u}cd by the commonest care, prudence, aud foresight.

e Cologne (fazetle announces the existence of a report that at-
tempts are being made in the Duchy of Nassau to recruit young men
lox: ‘the service of Russia.

The illness of the Duke of Cambridge is probably not dangerous,
being the etfect of the intense heats and scorching sun on the person
expused to their effects during the daytime. The duke is said to be too
chph indisposed to bear the fatigues of a journey to Varna, a distance
ot 35 miles ; but when convaleacent he will no doubt revisit the shores
of't!w Bosphorus for a time.

The resignation of the Belgian Ministry has been tendered to King
Leopuld by M. Liedts, at Ostend. This determination was come to
after a council held under the presidentship of M. de Brouckere, Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs. This course was adopted in conseyuence of the
cruel exigencies of the French Government relative to Colonel Charras
nnd_ the political refugees. t

. Geueral Osten-Sacken reccived orders from St. Petersburg, a shor.
time since, to avoid any collision with the Austrian armny when advan
cing into Moldavia; and, in case of need, to retreat behind the Pruth.

Captain A. M‘Donald, of the 92d Regt., and son of Gen. M*Donald,
on lus arrival at the Tarkish capital, wished to take a moouhight view of
the palspe of the Sultan, for which purpose he proceeded in plain
clothes, in a boat munned by natives. ‘I'he boatmen were unable to
comprehend the directions of the gallant officer to row him round the
paluce, S0 a3 to see the huilding to the best advantage, the word
** Sultan,” often repeated, being the only one which they could under-
stand, and, accordingly, they arrived at the conclusion that their
unknown employer probably meditated some treusonable design against
the Sultan’s life or property ; whereupon they immediately put 1n for
the palace, and delivered him over to the custody of the royul guards
as a suspicious character. :

Letters from the Kust show that there was no embarkation of the
troops necar Varns, on the 18th of August. leavy complaints are
heard that every preparation for moving or provisivning the army is
matde as if the orders from home were to doit in the sluwest way.

The French fleet in the Black Sea lLas sutfered considerably from
cholera. Admiral Hamelin is said to have lost his valet sud cook among
the victims. The combined squadron has left Baltschik for Varna, the
furmer place heing considered as possibly unhealthy. ‘The virulence
| of the disease has abated, and the deaths bear but a slight proportion
to that of the sick.

A letter from Naples of the 20th of August says :—** News has arrived
from Palcrmo of the appearance of cholers in that city. The Sicilians,
it seews, are under the impression that cholera is a poison which has
been communicated by human means. The people bave surrounded
the governor’s palace, and shouted, * We will nut have the cholera
here!” The Lord-Lieutenant immediately issued orders probibiting
the people to speak of poison on psin of death. The truops are under
arms night and day. The city is in & very excited state.”

Prince Napoleon continues at his palace on the Bosphorus, but the
soldiers are not pleased at his absence, though it is said to procecd from
Sl.l-henllh. A private letter says that he will be in Paris by Sept. 10.
T'here are rumours stloat of ** grave dissensions’’ Lietween Marshal
St. Arnaud and General Canrobert, as well as other French generals.

The Moniteur states that more than 70,000 Turkish soldiers have

now passed over to the left bank of the Danube.
. Some doubts prevail in certain quarters 8s to the prudence of embark-
: ing lurge bodies of men tor transport while so great a mortality prevails
| in the fleet. The Ville de Paris has 54 or 60 desd, the Montebello no
i less than 140, and other ships bave been afilicted to a grest extent. The
Enghish flcet has met with much less adverse furtune, slthough the Bri-
tannis, Admiral Dundas’s tlagship, is said to have lost 27 men.

M. Arnaudeau, civil engineer, the principal inspector of the Sceaux
Railway, has been sentenced to two months’ imprisonment snd a tine of
3,000t., for having by his negligence been the cause of the frightful ac-
cident which occurred on that line on the 3d instsnt. The company was
duclared civilly respongible.

Marshal Magnan has issued an order of the day, exhorting the troops
under lus command not to endanger their health by eating uoripe, or
otherwise unw holesome fruit.

A Russian agent, the Chevalier Okoneff, second secretary to the
Russian Legation at Rome, has arrived there from St. Petersburg, with
despatches relating to the guestion of the Holy Places.

The transit through Egypt is to be matenally improved, the commu-
nication between Alexandria and Catro to be much more frequent, and
the tares are to he reduced from the beginniug of September. Tie
electne telegraph between Cairo and Alexandria is also to be completed
at once, and it 15 expected that it will be extended W Suez.

It is stated from Washington that a tresty bas been coneluded be-
i tween the United States and Russia, by Mr. Marcy and the Russian
| charge d’affaires, by which the two countries bind themselves to the
P principle that free ships make free goods, and that the property of
| neutrals, unless contraband of war, shall be respected, even when on
| bosrd sn eneny’s vessel ; the United States to maintain a perfect neu-
trality during the present war. This treaty will of course be ratitied by
the Senate, the more especially as the doctrine that ** free ships make
free goods,”” e, is not merely temporary during the war, but perma-
nently vrovided for between the two nations.

The carpenter of the English ship Lord Duflerin, who killed his cap-
tainj at St. Francisco, has been scquitted. The ground of acquittal 1s,
that the killing of the captain was ** involuntary manslaughter,””

‘The ** Marriage of Figaro’’ was played at the Thdéatre Frangais the
other night, but in obedience to orders, most of the celebrated passages
which have in all time made Beaumarchais’s work the bete noire of
despotic governments, were omitted. ** Figaro” is #o well known that
the wudience discovered at once that the censor’s acissors had been at
worh, andmarked by ironical plaudits the moment when any actor skipped
a pivce of the text. The performers at lust were furced to enter into the
juhe, and when they came to a tsbooed passage paused siguificantly, so
as 10 enable the public to fill up the blank,

The universal jubiler, so long announced as being contemplated by
the Pope, is now suid by the dwnt de la Reliyion to have been already
proclauned, and fixed to take place in October or November next. The
objects of it will beto obtain:—1. Peace between Christian princes;
2. The appeasing of the spint of revolt and sedition ; 3. The cessation
ot cholera and famine ; and, 4. That the 1ioly Spirit may enlighten the
Pope with respect to the dogmatic decision of the immaculate concep-
tivn question, which he s about to render. All Catholic thshops will
be convoked at Rome, to assist 1 establishing the true faith of the
Church ou the lagter point.

An unmense number of snuffboxes, warranted to be made of the wood
of the Enzlish man-of-war Tiger, taken by the Russiaus, are exposed
for sale in the shops at Odessa.

The loss ot 3:30,0001b. of bread by the fire of Varna is of great conse-
quence to the British army. Lt amounts to a fortnight’s cunsumption
tor the entire force. The navy has made up part of the loss by making
over 100,000ib. for the use of the land torces.

The cholera panic assumes almost incredible proportions in some
parts of the south of France. Not a day pusses without the news of
some government functivnary, often a very important one, having de-
serted his post. The munager of the Provence, a newspaper printed at
Aix, has written a circular to his subscribers, informiog them that all
the editors and printers being absent in consequence of the epidemie,
the publication of the journal is suspended.

‘The Governnents of France and England, by common consent, have
resolved that the fortifications in the Aland Islands shall be destroyed,
and the islands evacuated.

The fire at Varna has done us great harm. In addition to the bread
{biscuit) which has been lost, immense quantities of stores have been
destroyed. 19,000 pairs of shoes for the soldiers bave been burnt, and
an immense quantity of cavalry sasbres, which have been found fused
amid the ruins into the most fantastic shapes.

Oue of the Wallachian refugees declared a short time ago, in a fit of
political fury, that if the Austrians occupied Walluchia, he would kill
thLe first Englishman he met.

General bspinasse (French) is said to bedead.  According to popular
rumour he was reprimanded by St. Arnaud jor the misfortunes which
occurred under his command in the Dobrudscha—went home, and
committed suicide.

Cholera and dysentery are still at work in the town of Varna. The
health ot the troops in the camps is, however, much better. The medical
storesin Varpa are asill supplied as those inthe camps. There is noarrow-
root for the use of the convalescents.  (Quantities of arrowroot are to be
sent out, and are lying perdu somewhere, but where they are no ene can
tell. Medicine bottles and pill-boxes for sick officers are equally out of
the reach of the medical statf, and the stores of medicines even here,
even in the depot, are so small, that the surgeons give their powdersand
pills as if they were so many grains ef ** dust or nuggets.”” The sur.
geons cannot help this. They have more sickness to contend against
than they have the means of curing.

‘Fhe British Goverunment has purchased two small steamers of the
Austrian Danube Company. They had been lying at Bebek, in the
Busphorus, for some time. The agent sold them to the British com-
missariat at Constantinople. The day following, however, he was
summoned before the Austrian ambassador, who inquired of him by
what authority he had disposed of Austrian steamers to the English.
The agent replied that he possessed full power to dispose of them, on
which he produced his authorisation from the company. lie was then
told that the contract must be considered null and void, as it was con-
trary to the wishes of the Austrian Government that any steamers be-
longing to an imperial company should be sold to the enemies of Russia,
a Power with whom Austria was not at war. On tbis be endeavoured
to annul his agreement with the British authorities, wbo would not,
however, hear of it, the steamers being much wanted on account of their
small draught ; and they declared that they would have them.

RaiLway Rerory Tickers.—Yesterday, in the London Sheriffs’
Court, an action was brought by a Mr. John Chapman against the
London, Tilbury, and Sou hend Railway Company, for damage sus-
tained by breach of contract. The defendants suffered judgment to go
by default. On the 20tb July, the plaintiff, accompanied by a lady,
took a return ticket from London to ‘l’lerne Bay and back, and pro-
ceeded by rail to Southend, and from thence to their destination by
boat. When plaintiff and bis lady companion came to the pier to return,
they were informed by the pier master there was no boat that night.
Being anxious, on the lady’s account, that evening to return to town,
the piaintiff was compelled to take a fly to the nearest station, and
tickets to London by the South Eastern Railway, which cost him
£1 4s., including his companion’s fare as well as his own. The judge
expressed surprised that no one was present to explain the matter on
the part of the company, but held that he could only award judgment
for half the amount, a8 he could not charge the company for treating a
!lady., The lady muat bring ber own action for the other half. Verdict
for plaintiff—12s. and costs. The plaintiff left the court, intimating his
intention of taking out another summons in the lady’s name. .

GRAND BaL Masaug, DRURY-LANE.—A grand bal masgué is to
. be given at Drury-lane, on Wednesday night, for the benefit of the
" Italian Brothers, those popular *“ Arcadians”’ at the Vauxhall Gardens.
{ The taste and spirit of the late director of the gardens, who has the
{ management of this entertainment, appears a safe guarantes for its
i excellence. The noveltiea promised are various and ldmlr'a‘ble, and

there can be no doubt that, as the last sal of the season—* the last
Rose of Summer’’—the attendance will be overflowing, as the arrange;
ments are promised to be complete.
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REPORT OF SELECT COM) 'EE ;
HOUSES.\HT'I EE ON PUBLIC
At the present moment, when the operation of the New Beer Act is
exciting such general attention and interest, it may perhaps be found
ugeful to give a synopsis of the report of the Select Committee of the
House of Commons on public houses, from which the present unpopular
act had its origin. The committee was nominated on the 20th of Feb.
but did not commence its sittings until the 19th of May. It cunsisted of

fifteen mem!)’ers, viz., Mr. Wm. Brown, the Judge Advocate, Sir Geo.
Goodman, Sir George Grey, the Earl of March, Sir John Pakington,
Mr. Beckett, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Gregson, Lord Dudley Stuart, Lord
Ernest Bruce, Mr. Packe, Mr. Sotheron, Mr. Lowe, Mr. Ker Seymer,
and Mr. C. P. Villiers. Of these the Judge Advocate and the Earl of
March never attended at all, Mr. Beckett once, Lord Ernest Bruce three
times, Sir George Grey five times, Mr. Lowe and Mr. Ker Seymer
seven times, Mpr. Sotheran and Sir John Pakington eight times, Mr.
Packe nine times, Mr. Barrow ten times, Sir George Goodman eleven
times, Mr. Brown and Mr. Villiers thirteen times, and Lord Dudley
Stuart and Mr. Gregson fourteen times. We have given the attendances
of all the members of the committce in_ arder to show, first, that the
report is virtually not that of the whole committee, but merely of that
portion of it who were enabled to give their entire attention to it;
secondly, that out of fifttcen members who composed the committee
ounly eight had anything to do with the report; and, thirdly, that these
were not unanimous, as several divisions took place on the various re-
commendations of she document.

The committee appear to have divided their inquiry into three
heads : first, the present licensing system ; second, the effect of public
houses being open on a Sunday ; and, lastly, the advisability of
opening rational places of amusement on the Sunday. With reference
to the first point, the committee examined numerous witnesses, but of
these there were but few licensed victuallers. They consisted princi-
gally of clergymen, magistrates, the police, and home missionaries ;

ut the parties principally interested in the question, or, rather, whose

rights would be peculiarly affected, were, in comparison, but very
slightly questioned. The great mass of the evidence, as given by
Colonel Hogg, Captain Harris, Dr. Hassall, and Mr. M‘Culloch, an
analytical chemist, &c., wentto show that there was no advantsge
in there being a distinction between the license of a victualler and a
beer-shop keeper ; that beer-shaps, as at present existing, were produc-
tive of much evil and immorality ; that the checks that were found
so useful, as applied to licensed victuallers, were inoperative as regards
beer-shop keepers ; that the great mass of crime originated, and was
fostered, more especially at bLecr-shops; and that the licensed victual-
lers, being a more responsible body, and the fear of losing their
license, should any irregularity occur, being counstantly hanging over
them, rendered them more careful in their proceedings. [t was
also shown that the law, as to the prohibition of the sale of spirits in
these places, was constantly, nay, almost generslly, evaded, and, asa
conseyuence, scenes were continuslly taking place which would not
be permitted in licensed public houses. It was also contended by seve.
ral of the witnesses that the public were materiaily injured by the beer-
shop keepers generally adulterating the beer. It would appear that the
principal profit of the licensed victuallers was from the sale of spirits,
and that, therefore, they could afford to sell beer in a more genuine
state; but there being, comparatively speaking, so small a profit on the
sale of heer, the beer-shop kecpers adulterated it to such an extent that
their profits amounted to as much as 45 per cent. The report says:

‘ Your cumisittee have had some 1nportant evidence of the extent to which
thia evil has bren carried. A\ Iste partner 1n ove of the metropolitas brew-
eries aayw, * It is quite notorious if you drink beer at the brewery, and at a
public wouse a littie way off, yonu find it a very different comwodity.’” Anotber
witness, himseil & London publican, states that must publicans have a system
of doing soinethiug to their beer. It is not possitle to make & living by sell-
ing bLeer at 3d. a pot, fur which the brewer gets 15, a gal'on; but if « pail of
liquor be put into1t th- reis that amount of profit. The beer is dasbed ; there
i1s_what he calis 5 per cent. of water put in the beer. As to spirits, the same
witness states that paying 124. a gallon for gin he is obliged to mix water with
it ta gell it at 4d. a quartern, which ia but 10a. 8d. a gallon; aud that there is
added, besiden the water, sugar to sweeten it. Mr. Ridley, who has been long
conuected with the wine aud spirit trade, and who bas under his management
certain offices for the analysation of alcoholic liquors, states that the atandard
price of all the large porter brewers—and as to wbich there are agreements
amongst them—is 33s. a barrel, with 5 per cent. off, that is 31+, 64. net; the
barrel is 36 gailons ; it iv 1ucreased to 48 gallons by the addition ot water and
sugar, and tken Bold at 3d. per pot, which yields a prefit of 158. a barrel
whisat 1n the genuiue s:ate the prefit would be about 4s. The witress had
samipled the beer of a huure on the Surrey side of the water where they sell at
34, a pot, aud draw 48 butts a month, snd found that from their fraudulent
process of reducing, thry bad a profit of 45 per ceut. The wituess further
staten that there are several recipes for the adulteration, such as, ‘to a barrel
of ‘porter 12 galluns of h4uor, four pounds nf foots, one pound ot salt; and
then there 18 sometimes, to bring a head up, 8 httle vitriel, cocculus indicus,
aleo a variety of things 8n very minute, that unless they are admitted by re-
cipes in their hands, we cannot easi'y detect the smatl preportiovs.”

The evidence of Dr. Hassall and of Mr. M‘Culloch is to the same
effect. This information is of importance to the public, and should
induce them to be careful what they drink, and where they obtain their
malt liquor.

The position of the publicans, as contra-distinguished from the beer-
shopkeepers, is one of peculiar hardship, according to the report of the
select committee ; but, nevertheless, it is a singular and striking fact
that upon the publicans or licensed victuallers—nay, more, upon the
best class in that body—namely, the suburban tavern and hotel
keepers, the pressure of the act is most serious.

“ Your Committee,” aays tbe Report, ** bave not suflicient evidence to
enable them to judge of the extent 10 which the adulteration and dilution of
beer and apirits prevaila; that 1t 1a very general there 1s reason to believe ; it
18 the alinost natural froat of the unegual and unjust competition estathished
by the distinction hetween the pnblicans and beer-shopkerpers ; sull your
Cowsmittee are satisfied that there are many, both publicans and beer-skop
keepers, who do rot engage in these diecreditable practices, and whose
business is fairly and honourably conducted.

*“ It has heen suggested that it would afford an easy remedy against adul-
terstion, if a standard were fixed helow which the retailer must not have any
beer upon bis premices, The establishment of auch a restriction unst, how-
ever, be undertaken with the nticoet cuution, lest, in the effort to'prevent the
aduiteration of beer of the strength ordinarily manufactured, the legitimste
manufacture and ssle of beer of inferior streegth should be prevented. In
the case of apirite, there does not acem to be any ditficulty ; the rectitier can-
not eend it out beyont 17 to 20 under proof, and 1t 18 only nec. ssary that the
publican shall be prohibited from Laving it on his premises below that
atandard.”

The committee, however, while admitting the wrong, do not seem to
have bad power to establish a remedy, for, though they recommend a
certain course, the Legislature has not adopted their recommendation.
For example :—

“ Your cumwittee, bowever, de not propese to place those who may here-
after becomne publicans upoun the same footing with those already bolding
licenses. It sevins desirable that in future s higher rateof duty shall be paid
for & license, aud more stringent regulations esforced as to characier and
sureties. Itisintended that existing beer-shops sball be sutfered, as they
now are, 10 take out separate licenses for drinking on and off the premises.
It will not be possible fur any new beer-shop to ibtain a license without pay-
ment of 8 much wore considerable sum than existing beer-shops will bave to
pay : it will tierefore be only the better class of thern that wili becwme spirit
sellers; whilst tue more stringent supervision of all places of public refresh-
ment, in common with piaces for the ssle of intoxicating dninke, which your
comnittee consider it essential to have estublished as a part of the new
systemn, will tend 1o prevent the vnhcersed sale of intoxicating diimke, and
to suppress those discreditable practices which, in mavy localities, give an
advantage to dishonest traders. *

“ It seetns t0 your cominittee advisable that, under the new system of
licensing, the sum to be paid for a license shall not be varied by the amount
at which tbe premises are rated, but skall depend solely upon population, that
beiug the more mimple, certain, aRd equitublie tese.”?

On this point, howeever, theact is silent, and the publicans are left to
digest the maxim, ‘“There is no wrong without a remedy,’” at their cost.
There is no doubt, however, thatonecauseof this extensive adulteration
of beer arises from the really exorbitant charge made for it by the large
brewers. It istrue that they sell their article in a genuine state ; but then
they charge it at such a ruinous price that the publican cannot atford to
‘sell it as it comes into his cellar. The colossal fortunes which our large
metropolitan brewing firms have realised prove this proposition. It is of
no consequence to them if malt and hops fall fifty per cent. in price,
their charges do mot vary, but if there is only a temporary rise in the
price of these articles, then they immediately add something on, per
barrel. The committee further add that beer-shops are practically
under no control ; the magistrates have no power over them, and that it
is not an uncommon thing for a licensed victualler, who may have hia
license taken away for harbouring bad company, or for gambling, &e.,
to go immediately to the Excise Olflice and take out a beer license, and
then he can snap his fingers at tbe magistrates and do what he likes. For
these and other reasons, the committee recommend that the present
distinction between beer-shops and public houses should cease, both
as to the extent of the license and the manner in which it is granted,
and that every respectable rated inhabitant should be entitled to
a license, on his giving a bond and finding two sureties to be bound
with him, for the due obscrvance of the law, and the conditions
upon which the license shall be granted. Their views on the subject
were strenuously opposed by Mr. Alderman Wire, on the ground that
the licensed victuallers were, as a body, adverse to any change, that the
present system is popular with the public, and further that the interests
of the licensed victuallers would be materially injured. He stated thatin
the metropolis alone the licensed victuallers represented at the very least
£6,000,000 of property, and that if the trade were thrown open this vast
amount of property would be virtually destroyed. The committee did
not coincide with Mr. Wire, and contended that the same fears were ap-
prehended and expressed at the time when it was proposed to establish
beer-shops. Several of the leading brewers at the time deprecated the mis-
chief that would be brought upon publicans in cominon with themselves,
and entered into calculations to show that ruin was inevitable. The
committee, however, state that they do not find that higher sums
were at sny time paid than now for the goodwill of public-houses,
and that the fact mentioned by Mr. Wire, that the public-houses in the
metropolis alone represent £6,000,000 of property is sufficient evidence
that the interest has not suffered to any ruinous exteut from the esta-
blishment of beer-shops, especially as there are 41,547 houses licensed
under the beer acts, against 59,963 licensed victuallers. The com-
mittee, however, do not recommend that those who 1may hereafter
become punlicans shall be put upon the same footing as those who now
hold licenses. To carry out this, they propose that the charge for new
licenses shall be considerably increased, and more stringent regulations
as to character and sureties enforced. . .

Such are the principal features of the report as to the licensing sys-
tem and to throwing open the trade. But these recommendations have
not been yet attempted to be carried into effect, although legislation on
the subject is threatened next session, nay, may be alniost considered
as impending. . .

We now coae to the subject which is more especially interesting at
the present time, viz., the closing, or rather partial closing, of public
houses on a Sunday. With reference to the effect of drunkenness on
the moral condition of the people, the committee do not go deeply into
the subject ; they take it almost for granted, and properly so, althongh
they admit that the statistics of drunkenness are very mesgre, an
not to be relied upon, that there is ample evidence to show that crime
increnses in the same ratio with excessive intemperance. The com-
mittee further contend that the testimony is universal that the greatest
amount of drinking takes place on a Saturday night, and on the Sunday
during the hours that public-houses are open. Among other evidence
t r at :— -

hﬁ lr!.;p:htn:g::f:rtbn inquiry, conducted with great care, * extending over
six successive Sundays, and including 139 spirit vauits, 256 public houses,
ber of visits on Sunday to the
1,041 beer houses, gave as the average numi A total of
1,456 houses, 119,533 men, 70,478 women, snd 22.3'32 cl !;dren, :wo al o
213,243." * These were visits; the same person may have paid more than one
visit to » house, and may have visited several, bat if it be even taken for
e id threé visits, still the number would be over
granted that every person pa J lation: this attend
70,000, or between a fourth and fifth of the entire population ; this attend-
ance was from half-past twelve to three in the afternoon, and frem half-past
four to ten at night.’ And a witness who was one of those employed on the
above inquiry, atates, 'tgn dt:ler'e are a great many people drunk in the
B »
"ifﬁifm;ﬂﬁﬁiﬁtﬁ'ﬁﬂngnn; in connexion with the London City Mission,
and who has been appointed to visit public houses, heer-‘nhopl, and coffee-
sheps, chiefly in the parish of Marylebane, states that he  generally finds the
public bouses and beer-shops, especially the latter, and the gin-palaces,
crowded of & Bunday evening.’ °In low neighbourhooda the public houses
are clustered together; in five houses in Lisson-grove, of which two were
beer-ahops, there were 223 persons drinking, and about 30, two or three of
whom were women, were druok.” The same witness gives it, as his opinion,
based upon his own investigations, amd inquiries among publicans them-
aelves, that ¢ there are more persons in the public honses and beer-shops of
Marylebone, during the bours of divine service on the 8unday evening, than
there are in sl the churches snd chapels ia the parish. Oa the night of the
census of 1851 there were 17,805 persons in those places of worship, and from
nine to eleven there would be 20,000 persons in the public houses and
beer-shops.’”’ s

Other witnesses who give similar testimony, also recommend that
public houses should be altogether closed on a Sunday. They state that
the labouring classes are themselves desirous that such should be the




