
To the Editor of the Times. 

 Sir,—Is it not a circumstance worthy of notice, that the district in which the cholera 
has assumed the most formidable character and carried off most victims is precisely that 
in which the Commissioners of Sewers have recently been most active—new and deep 
sewers having just been constructed in all its streets and passages—viz., in the district of 
Carnaby Market, St. James’s, Westminster?
 That some local cause has imparted this great fatality to its character cannot, I think, 
be doubted; and the great increase in the number of cases over that in former visitations of 
this disease would lead us to think that cause of recent creation. 
 Now, Sir, is it to be found in the manner in which these large and deep sewers com-
municate with the drains of the separate homes? Have the Commissioners powers en-
abling them to enforce the construction of stink-traps at all the entrances of these private 
drains? or is that construction left to the option of the landlord? and if so, have they been 
made? For it is self-evident, that the freer the passage made for the exit of the soil from the 
houses, the more free will become the ingress for mephitic gases of the sewer unless inter-
cepted by properly constructed traps.
	 The	insertion	of	this	in	your	influential	journal	would	insure	immediate	inquiry	into	
this matter. 
  I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,   

13, Savill-row, St. James’s.   James Nichols.
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