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sion,ezpressed my views on the Act, which I fear are at variance
with those ofmany ofyourreaders, it is needless for me to repeat
them now. My object is rather to express a hope that if vac-

cmation is still to be compulsory, the Act will be so amended
that it will be practically so, and not as it now is, merely
saominaUl. I consider this question as equally affecting both
"public vaccinators" and "private practitioners", and have
found the same difficulty in either capacity; viz., that although
parents are supposed to be liable to a peualty of twenty shillings
for non-compliance with the Act, yet practically no one is
named in it to lay the isformation, and that, therefore, the Act
is practically of no use. In my own union district, I have re-
presented this fact to the Board of Guardians, and have urged
on them, as a public body, to enforce the Act, which they have
refused to do; consequently, with small-pox in one of my
villages, there are still numbers of children unvaccinated. I
am informed that thje penalty, if recovered, would scarcely cover
the expenses incurred, on which account the Guardians decline
to take any steps in the matter. Perhaps some of yourreaders,
who are more versed in the law than I am, may be able to sug-
gest a remedy for this difficulty.

I am, etc., HENRY TERRY, JUN.
Northampton, 11th February, 1856.

THE MODE OF PROPAGATION OF CIIOLERA.
LETTER FROM JOHN SNOW, M.D.

SIR,-It appears from the interesting report iu the JOURNAL
of to-day of the address of Sir James Kay Shuttleworth at MAn-
chester, that he alludes in complimentary terms to my conclu-
sions regarding the propagation of cholera, as modified by a
suggestion of Drs. Thierseb and Pettenkofer, but he erroneously
attributes these views, so modified, to Dr. W. Budd. Dr.
Alison fell into a similar mistake, which was afterwards rectified
in the journal in which it had appeaed-the Edinburgh Mledtcal
Journal-and I suspect that it is Dr. Alison's mistake which
has misled Sir J. K. Shuttleworth. A few weeks after the first
edition of my essay on cholera appeared, in 1849, Dr. W. Budd
published a pamphlet on the subject, in which he adopted my
vnews, and made a full and handsome acknowledgment of my
priority. In the latter part of 1854 he also published a series
of papers in the ASSOCIATION MEDICAL JOURNAL, containing
some interesting facts in support of these views. These papers
were published at first with the signature of " Common Sense' ;
but Dr. W. Budd avowed the authorship before their conclusion.
In the number of the JOURNAL for December 22nd, he gave a
qualified adhesion to the opinion of Drs. Thiersch and Petten.
kofer, that some kind of change or fermentation is necessary in
the peculiar excretions of cholera to enable them to propagate
the disease. This is a modification of my original views, which
I, however, see no reason to adopt. In one or two places in
bis papers in the ASSOCIATION JOURNAL, Dr. W. Budd advocates
the propagation of cholera through the air, by means of the ex-
cretions, to a greater extent than I am inclined to admit; but
with this and the before mentioned exception, his opinions re-
specting every point connected with the pathology anid mode of
communication of cholera are exactly those which I first pub-
lished in 1849, and have since maintained.

I bave not made the above remarks by way of complaint;
but as my researches respecting cholera were conducted withl
great labour, and very much to the detriment of my more im-
mediate interests, I feel it a duty not to allow the credit of them
to pass from me by a mere mi5take.

I am, etc., JOHN SNOW.
Sackville Street, Sth February, 1856.

MEDICAL CHARITIES.
Smn,-The regulation of medical charities is a subject that

concems the well-being of the profession to which they are so
much indebted, no less than the pnblic who receive the benefit.
There are two questions on wbich I desire information from

those of youir readers who can speak from experience:-" Shall
any patients be required to make any payment before admis-
sion to the benefit of the charity? How can we best secure
that proper objects only shall be admitted? Who are proper
objects ?"
For two years I have been pbysician to a dispensary where,

taking the average of the last eight years, 53B8 patients have
been attended annually; azd, in 1854, of these 179 were mid
wifery cases. There are eight medical officers, exclusive of the

house-surgeon. The attendance is wholly gratuitous; the pa.
tients pay nothing; the medical men receive no payment.

It is the general opinion that many of the midwifery cases
are persons who are able to pay even a full fee; and that not a
few, though a much smaller proportion of the whole of the
other patients, are in circumstances to pay something.
At the last monthly meeting of my dispensary, a sub-

committee was appointed to consider the motion then pro-
posed,-" That a small sum be charged to the patients ia
every case of midwifery."
My theory is, that in this, as in other charities, the benefit is

much increased, and the favour is more valued, if the relief be
given in such a manner as to foster the spirit of independence.
I would help the sick to help themselves. To attend a woman
lying-in under ordinary circumstances, without obliging ber to
make a payment, is wholly subversive of this spirit. This is an
extreme case. But wouild it not be wholesome to extend the
application of the principle to cases of ordinary sickness?
But the other question,-" How shall we best secure that

proper objects only shall be admitted to the benefits of the
charity?"-seems to me of even greater importance. And as it
is probable that the same person will be able to speak from ex-
perience on both points, I shall be obliged by information on
this also.
An early insertion will oblige, as the sub-committee is formed.

I am, etc., X. P.
February 12th, 1866.

DR. HUMPHRY SANDWITH.
Smt,-Allow me to express the pleasure I, in common with

many otlhers, felt at seeing your review of Dr. Sandwith's narm-
tive of the events at Kars. The whole medlical profession must
feel proud at numbering in its ranks so gallant a member, and
will, let us hope, imitate the example of the veteran Russian
General, and offer to Dr. Sandwith some token of their esteem.
Perhaps you, MIr. Editor, woutld suggest some mode of doing
this, or give your siipport to any fitting demonstration that may
be proposed.

Sir De Lacy Evans, Admiral Lyons, and other distinguished
soldiers, have had lanquets offered tbem; why should not we
also entertain Dr. Sandwithi? The Mayor of Hull (Dr. Sand-
with's native town) gives a dinner in his honour next week.
Allow me to suggest that steps be taken to publicly coigratu-
late Dr. Sandwitih on his return to this country, and to thank
bim for the credit that Ihis coniduct has reflected on our pro-
fession. I am, etc., AN ASSOCITE.

February 12th, 1856.

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND
APPOIN TMENTS.

*I these lists an auterisk is prefixed to the wames ofMembers of the Association
Tkat tis, departilient mapLte accutate, ample, and early ix its inform4flon,

the assistance o0 Member is requested.

31ARRIAGES.
NAIRNE-GOTT. NAIRNE, Robert, M.D., of Charles Street,

Berkeley Square, London, at the Parish Church, Leeds, by
the Rev. W. F. Hook, D.D., to Elizabeth, daughter of Wm.
GOTT, Esq., of Leeds, and Spring Bank, Harrogate.

DEATHS.
*EJLIOTT, James, Esq., Surgeon, of Lees, near Manchester, on

December 22nd, 18r.5.
GAITSKELL. Near Lexton, Victoria, Australia, aged 25, on

October 17th, 1855, William Gaitskell. Esq., Government
Assistant Surveyor, son of J. Gaitskell, M.D., of Monmouth.

KEEI.F, John Rushwortb, Esq., M.R.C.S. 1805, at Southamp.
ton, aged 69, on January :31st. Mr. Keele had been fifty
years in practice in Southampton, where he succeeded his
father in an old established and highly respectable practice.
He was followed to the grave by nearly the whole medical
body of the town and neighbourhood. He was too one of
the best specimens of the old-fashioned practitioners who
allowed patients to come to him, and never sought them;
arid he practised medicine as a profession, not as a trade,
gaining thereby the respect of the public as well as of his


