
3 5 0 L O N D O N  I N ' f H E  N I N I ' . ' t I l E N T H  C t r N T U R Y

stancl ing unt i l  the abol i t ion of the old Lor-rdon Bridge in r83r.  \ \ ' .e r la) '  nou'

convenient l l -  glance at the histor l '  of  each big compauy in turn.

' fhe 
r ,vater-suppi,v was at the encl of  the nineteenth centLrr) '  in t l - re hands oi

eight pr ivate companies, rvhos e 6zo square mi les of area comprisecl  the wl-rolc of

the \ ' Ietropol is ancl  parts of Nl iddlesex, Herts,  F)ssex, Kent,  and Surrev, The

oldest of  these, the Net,  River Companr' ,  or iginatecl  in I6r3, in the manner

alreacly descr ibecl .  The f i rst  shareholders were incorpor:r ted in t6r9, under thc
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t i t le of , ' ' fhe Governors ar-rd Conrpanv of the New River brought from Chadwel l

ancl  Amwell  to Lor-rdon." The directorate u'as vested in twenty-nine persons, who

held thir t , r ,  s ix aclventurers'  shares-so cal led in contradist inct ion to those held by

the I i ing and his assigns-which had or iginal ly belonged to Sir  I {r ' rgh \{1 'ddleton,

tvho at this t inte retained onl1'  t lvo. l  Jarnes L did not l ive to receive any prof i ts

hirnself ,  and the thir ty-six King's shares u'ere afteru'arcls resigned by Charles L

I  \o p:r r . t icular  area of  sLrpPlr- l : rs  grantecl  to t l rc  Conrpanl ' ,  at . ic l  thcre l ls  t to l i t -u i t l r t ion of  capi ta l  in the

Cl. rar ter .  A Selcct  Colrnt i t tee of  t l tc  Hor:se of  Cournrons in t  E:  I  s t : t tc(1 the ol  ig inal  c. ) : i t  to h l lve bcen

{369 ,6oo .  I t s  cap i t a l  i n  r t i 37  l as  f  l . : oo ,ooo :  r evcnL le  / l o5 ,ooo ;  houses  supp l i ec l ,  73 ' ooo .  l ' h c  t o t a l

i ncome  o f  t l - r c  n i ne  o the r  compa l t i es  t hen  c r i s t i l g  l t t l ou l ) t c r l  i n  rS37  t o  f  r 93 ,ooo .
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in retr- tr t r  for a yearly p,ayr lent of  {5oo, u,hich the Crou,n receives to this dar :  a
palt11- sul t l  tvhen comparecl with the great value the sharcs \ l .<:re clest inecl  to
possess at a later c late. N o cl iv idencl \ \ ras paid t i l l  r  6J 3. I3y the encl of  the
se\renteenth cer-r tur1- each share of the New River Company l l ,as earning a divic lencl
of about {rco, and in r89o a l i ing's share rvas sold for {g5,ooo. 

' lhe 
Cornpanr-

r , v a s  r e g u l a t e d  b y  A c t s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i n  r  7 3 S ,  t T 3 9 ,  r 7 6 7 ,  r 7 T g ,  r 8 o 5 ,  r g z z ,  a n c l
r83o, the last of  rvhich etnpou,ered i t  to erect two large impounding reservoirs at
Stoke Neu. ington.

\\'hen the New River co'rpan1' .bsorbecl the olcl Lo'don llricl!-.e waterrvorlis
i r l  l8 :z  the t ' t rnder took  a t  the  same t iu re  to  supp l1 'water  to  a l l  c i t i zens  l r ,hom the
olcl  Companl '  hacl  served, ancl  to seclrre the thcn cl iv idend to the or iginal  l r ropr icturs
for two hundred and sixty years, n:rmel1' ,  to the ex1-, i r1.  of  the lease of f i r ,e hLrnclrecl
Years u'hich had been granted in r532. l 'hus the Nelv Rir .er Conrpanv u.ere bound
to pa) 'dSZSo l ler al tnum to the representat ives of the or igina. l  orvners unt i i  the
r-ear ' : ,o8:.  Other undertakings boLrght bv the Conrpar-r1. \ \ .ere the Hampste:rcl
\\'aterrvorks, the Norch N'Iiclcllesex \\'arteru,orks, :r.ncl a private enterprise a.t Ilush
Hi l l  Par l< .

Thc Nelv River r ises ;r t  Chaclwel l  Spring, about :r  rni le beyoncl \ \ 'are, in
Hertforclshire. A short  c l istance belorv this point rhe r iver is jo ined by :r  branch
cut rvhich conveys wltat  became the nrain part  of  thc Company's sr-rppl1-,  namely
the water fronr the River Lea. At f i rst  this suppl l ,  rv:rs tal<en rvi thout lct  or
hindrance, but af ter much l i t igat ion an arrangement rvas arr ived at betwcen the
New River Contpany ancl the Lea 

' l ' rustees 
whereby t i re amount of w:rter to be

drawn lrom the larger stream in t l ie smai ler u,as regulatecl .  Original ly. the New
River was 40 miles long, but short  cuts over some of the val ley.s reclucecl the length
considerabl l"  The aver:rge quant i t l  of  n,ater suppl ied bv the Conrpanf is over
l50.ooo,ooo gal lons of f i l tered \vater obtainecl  f ronr the Rir ,er Lea, Chaci l r ,el l  Spring,
i rnd thir teen cieep wel ls sunk into the chalk,  arnd about 2,5oo,ooo qal ions of un-
f i l tered water for other than dontest ic purposes from the same sources ancl f rom the
Hampstead and I{ ighgate Ponds. Surfarce lvater,  u,hich usecl to fonrr 1 large

Proport ion of the supply,  has r ,v i thin recent ) 'ears been as far as possible excluclecl
l iom the r iver.  

' fhr:  
Company's distr ict  extends to roT square r-ni les, the actual arezr

suirpl ied is less than ha1f,  embracing the Cit l '  ancl  centr:r l  Loncion. I ts bounclar ies
rnal 'be described as, on the west,  Charing Cross, I - Ia1'nrarket, : rncl  Hanrlrsteacl  I toacl ,
on the south the' fhames, on the e:rst  t l - ie ' I 'o ler ancl  St i lnrforcl  Hi l l ,  arrr l  ou the north
Southgate. 

' I 'he 
Conrpanl '  suppl1. : r  populat ion of r ,23,3,JOj.

: .  f 'he Chelse: l  \ \ r : r teru'or l<s Compan), obtained their  t j rst  charter f ronr George I .
in  r723,  the  resu l t  o f  an  Ac t  passed in  the  prev ious  r -e t r r  lo r  be t te r  .s r rpp l r , ing  the
Ci i l '  and Libert ies of \ \ restminster and parts adjacent.  

' I 'he 
scheme \\ ins to br ing

$'ater l rom the l 'hames into catrals and ponds, fronr u,hich i t  rvas to be raisecl  into
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reservoirs betrveen ol iver 's \ ' Iour l t  ancl  H1'cle Park'  A ro1'ai  rvarrant i t l  t7:6

authorisecl  them to convert  t rvo ponds in st '  Jzrnres's Park i r-r to resert 'o irs '  and

another in r727 authorisecl  the construct ion of a reservoir  in FI1'de ParL'  
' rhe

rvorks rvere situated ot't the north bank of the ri'er' aucl the \vater \\'as clrawn frotlr

the Thames cl i rect ancl  c l istr ibutecl  in i ts poi lutecl  st :r te to the col lsLl t l lers '  In tEo9'

lvhen thelr  were raising r ,-156,OOo gol lo, t ,  c lai l1" the con-rpal ly were empor'verecl  to

take rvater fror-n the Thames near Ranelagh Creek'  ancl  to lay pipres in the r iver-becl

for a clist:rnce of z4o feet in orcler ,o ob,ui" wzlter belol' loll '-rvirter marl<' The

l l rsr artempt at pur i f icat ion $'as macle b1'al lorving the impuri t ies to subside in sett l ing

reserl ,oirs,  but this cl id not prove "f f" . t i r ' . .  ThL f trst  f i l ter-bed in Lonclot]  was then

introclucecl in r t izg by \ I r .  Jar les Simpson, the companl"s engineer '  who h:rcl  becn

instructecl  so'e )rears before to gi 'e hls u'hole attent ion to this subject '  
' [ -he f i l ter-

becl rvas macle of gr:tvel :rnd sancl, and before being frlled ri ' ith watcr h:rcl the aplrear-

ance o| ser.eral channels paral1el to one another, fortrrecl br banks bro:rd at the bottorr1

a n d g r a c l u a l l l . s ] O P . l l . , o n " o . h s i d e t o t r p o i r t t a t t h e t o p . I t h a c l b r i c l < s i c l e s ' o c c u ; l i e d

about an acre, ancl lr,as suppliecl by .".eiuoirs 1ravi.g an arear of about all acrc ilud a

half. First the \\,ater w:].s pulllpecl ipto the subsicling rcservoirs ; then' $'ithout clis-

turbing the secl i rnent,  i t  f lorved through smal l  pipes to the l i l ter-becl '  wirere i t  soon

percolatecl through the three strata i grot'"I 
- 
ut-'d sancl, rvhich rvere each 2 feet

thick a'd laid over br ick tu.nels.  In t i5,  th" Comp:Ln1"s int :rkc was renlo'cd to

Seethincr \ \ Ie11s. arnd nerv u,orks \ \ 'ere co; lPletecl  there i r l  t856'  br"r t '  as the f loocls

florving ir-rto the 
'fhames fronr the \Iole reiul:rrl)' macle the rvater turbid' the Corrr-

pan),  sought Parl iamentar) 'sal lct ion in r875 to rel-nove the intal ie to a point highcr

up tl-re river, about half a. nlile belo$' Sunbury Locli, rl ' ltere' accorclinglv' rle\l: \ 'orks

rvere brought i r-r to oPerat iol l  i l l  f i i7,  
' fwo tre\\ '  f i l terccl- lvater reserVoirs rvi th a

torai  catpacit l ,  of  I  r f  mi l l ion gal lons \vere completecl  at  Putney Flcath in lgoo'  and

the storage capacit l '  of  the reservoir  art  t r Iolesey lvas iucreased 5O mil l ion gal ions I ' ry

the raisi 'g o1 i ts ba.ks. 
' f  

he Company's ci istr ict  of  zo| square ' r i les is bou'ded otr

the north by okl Brompton Roacl u,.,1 tinightsbriclge, on the cast b}' the Neu' River

Comp:r1y's cl istr ict ,  onJ on th" south at lc l  u 'est b1'  the Thirmes' 
' fhe1'  sulrply rr

popLrl i r t ion of u E5,z-tr9,  ancl  nr:ry take zz rni l l iorr  gal lons c1ai l1 ' f rom the Thanres'

3. Lambeth \Vaterworks $'ere establ ishecl uncler an Act of I 'ar l iarr lcut l lassed i t r

r7E5 for suppll,ing the inh:rbitants of l-anrbeth arncl parrts acljacent rvith rvirter frour

the Th:L're, b"trr,J",-, \\restminster 13riclge .ncl the couhues of the parish of Christ-

church. The tvorks, containing "" 
"""gin" 

of only 2o horse-Power'  stood olr

Belr,edere Roacl, close to the site lvhere the footrvzr)' ol'er Chilring Cross r:rihvay

briclge norv e'cis. o'e of the chiei objects of t1-re o\vners \\'as to provicle pr.tecti.t]

against f i re,  but in this resPect thel '  received no assistance from the al l -pol lerfu1 hrc

i lsurance companies. 
' fhe,v hacl great di f f icLr l t ies to contend u' i th at f i rst  ou' i t rg to

a large part  of  the cl istr ict  being bclo\v thc orci i r lary l r igh- l i ,ater nrark of the 
. I . l rat l tes,


