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and her limbs could scarcely support her. On Friday, she was
obliged to go out,' and walked with some difficulty a distance
of about a mile and a half. About 2 A.M. on the Sunday morn-
ing, she was suddlenly seized with vomiting, and became faint,
and felt, to use her own words, her burden fall down. She
continued weak and faint, and vomited at intervals during the
morning; and between two or three o'clock in the afternoon, I
saw her. She was then extremely low and weak, with pale
face, sunken eyes, contracted features, and a weak and flutter-
ing pulse. She had had no regular pains, but felt a fulsess
about the loins and hips, and a constant bewing down. The
uterine tumour was large and prominent, and remarkably hard
and tense. On making an examination, I found the os uteri
dilated to about the size of a crown-piece, the membranes' un-
broken, and the head presenting. There had not been the
slightest discharge. I administered stimulants; and before I
had decided what other means to adopt, a severe pain came
on, by which the membranes were broken, the child (of course
dead) and the placenta, followed by large clots of blood, were
expelled. I bound up the abdomen, gave a large dose of
tincture of opium, admi;nistered brandy and other stimulants,
and the woman gradually rallied. By nutritious diet, a course
of iron,setc,. she slowly recovered,; and is. now, although still
weak, able to go about.
REMARKS. The presumption is, that from some cause or

other blood was, on the We'dnesday night, poured out between
the uterus and placenta, where it was confined; for, on examin-
ation, a portion of the placenta (about one-sixth of the sur-
face) was much more condensed than the remainder, and had
clotted blood firmly adhering to it;, and that, perhaps, on
account of her exeltion on Friday, more blood was shed, which
caused the whole placenta to be separated on the Sunday
morning when she was suddenly seized with vomiting, etc.,
and felt her burden fall down. It was very fortunate that the
woman had a capacious pelvis, and had always rapid labours,
for had any delay takerL place in the birth of the clhild, she
would probably have sunk.
In an interesting paper on " Concealed Accidental Uterine

Hemorrhage", by Dr. Oldham, in the Guy's Hospital Reports
for 1856, it is stated that onlv three cases occurred in that
institution out' of 22,498 deliveries, and that all three were
fatal. One successful case, a private patient, is reported.

Such being the rarity and fatality of the occurrence, perhaps
the above case, where nature herself successfully effected the
delivery, may be worthy of recorcl.
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THE CHOLERA AT WEST 11AM.

THE outbreak of cholera at West Ham has, we are glad to say,

ceased. The six deaths whlich took place in " Abbey Row,'"

together with the decease at Horsleydown, will, therefore, we

trust, inclucle the amount of the scourge for the preseint year.

It was at first stated that in several of the cases there was no

premonitory diarrh(La; but Dr-. Macloughlin has since carefully
investigated the whole of them, and has arrived at the conclu
sion that diarrh(ra was present in every case.

Dr. Snow, whose ideas respecting the transmission of cho-

leraic poison are well known, asserts that the evacuations of the

seaman who clied of the cholera on board ship at Horsleydown
were thlrown into the Thames, and that the poison was in this

manner transferred to the well, from which the people in

Abbey Row dranlk, the well being subject to the overflows of the

river Lea. which is several miles from the place where the

organic choleiaic evacuations wer-e discharged into the Thames.

If; it be indeed possible to impregnate. the immense mass of

watet in such a river by such apparently homoopathic doses of

holeraic matter, it seems to us that every person who drinks

f that water, and not only every persoll who drinks of it, but

very person who breathes the air on its banks loaded with its

apour, should be subject to an attack of the epidemic as well

s the unfortunate people of Abbey Row, who at least had the

Ldvantage of receiving the affected water filtered through the

arth.

Dr. Snow would perhaps argue that, inasmuch as the minute

)articles of cholera see(d would become widely dispersed in the

water of the Thames, the chances are that only a few of them

would come into contact with the human stomach. This would

Lndeed be one manner of explaining the difficulty; but we con.

fess we can scarcely imagine one of these particles so perverse

as to sail up the Lea, and actually seek out a certain pump

through the very earth that lay below it, and the sewer it was

supposed to have entered; for, be it remembered, it is not at all

proved that the Lea water finds its way in any other manner

into the well, if, indeed, it finds its way there at all. It is

mnuch more easy to believe that the cholera evacuations would

float up and down the main stream, than that they should

enter a small well, as they must have done, according to Dr.

Snow's lhypothesis. Of course it is -impossible to disprove that

gentklnm an's explanation; but we must confess, with Dr. Lan-

kester, that he does not, in our opinion, at all succeed in prov-

ing his case. What has become of all theother cholera seeds ?

Are they still floating about the Tlhames, and only waiting for

the accidental dip of a bucket to introduce the disease at any

point between the North Foreland and the place where the

tidal influence ceases? If, indleed, these death-dealing germs

are always laying in wait for us in. the river, what guarantee

have we that they may not be taken up by the pipes of the water

company, and thus be distributed to us any morning as we

wash our teeth ? Dr. Snow may object, indeed, that the filters

interpose between us and "puire death" in the form of this un-

fortunate seaman's floating dejecta, but he has already managed
to percolate it through the earth at Abbey Row in order to get it

into the well.

This theory is, we confess, a very alarminig one, and calculated

to keep Londoners from trustinlg water in any form. And why

Londoners only? The cholera germs may escape out to, sea,

and ultimately poison somebody at the Feejee islands-for the

germ, according to Dr. Snow, would appear to be indestructible.
We trust Dr. Snow will pardon us for thus carrying out his

theory to an absurl conlclusion, anid beg to assure him that it is

far from our wish in any way to depreciate his labours with

respect to cholera; they lhave been unsparing and able, and

entitle himu to the respect of his luedical brethren. We fear,

however, that he is carrying his theory of the manner in which

cholera is propagated too far, in thus attempting to clip and

shape any new outbreak so that it shall fit the Procrustian bed

he has made for it. That cholera evacuations may be conveyed

from one person to another by means of wvater, and thus spread

the disease, is most probably, under certain circumstances, the

case; but Dr. Snow should scarcely lhave floated his cholera

germs with such unerring accuracy for two ~miles up a great

tidal river and its tributary, into a sewer, and thence into a

well, in order to accounnt for tlle deatlhs of six people from

cholera in Abbey Row.
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