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Dear Fr iends , 

I am writing to ask fo r your assistance in building the movement. 

On March 13 there was an Emergency Conference on Namibia in NYC 
which was attended by well over 200 people . The next day there was 
a meeting of about 20 campus and community activists cheld .at--Qur office . 
This campus/community meeting was excellent in terms of the level 
of political discussion , particularly the emphasis placed on supporting 
the liberation movements and linking anti-apartheid work to other 
domestic and internationa l issues (i.e. racism and El Salvador) . 
Those who participated were also able to share many useful , concrete 
suggestions for campus and community organizing . 

It was a reflection of the meeting IS usefulness and spirit, 
that all present were eager to meet again--even at the end of five 
hours of discussion . Specifically, it was decided that near the 
start of the Fall semester , we would hold a larger meeting (conference) 
to further coordination and analysis in the movement. This conference 
would be mostly geared to students , but a major effort would be made 
to include community activists as w·ell. 

If this conference is to take place, we have to begin working on 
it before the end of this semester which is why 11m asking for your help . 

On Saturday April 18 at the American Committee on Africa from llam-4pm 
there will be a meeting to begin laying the groundwork for the Fall 
Conference. By necessity we will devote part of the time to discussion 
of political issues and grass/roots organizing--which proved so fruitful 
last weekend and will help us define our goals for the Conference. 

What specifically has to be done on A~ril .- 18 is to l)Pick an 
approximate date for the Conference and 2) Designate people (those of 
you who attend and others) who will do outreach work over the summer and 
remain in contact. ~ Hopefully 6h the 18th, we will again benefit from the 
presence of an activist from Southern Africa . 

11m quite optimistic about the Conference and the Movement generally , 
but we i ll only succeed if we continue to work together. So please send 
a representative to the April 18th meeting . Housing can be provided for 
both Friday (the 17th) and Saturday. I hope to hear from you soon . 

In Solidarity and Friendship, 
~~. 

Joshua Nessen, Student· Coordinator 

Directions to ACOA (19 8 Bway Room 402 near Fulton Str on Broadway) 
Downtown from 1) Grand Ce~tra1 Station: Take #4 or #5 to Fulton Str station 

2)Penn Stat. or Bus Terminal: "AA" or E to Chambers St/World Tr Cen . 
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REPORT ON MARCH 14 MEETING OF STUDENT AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS 

ON ANTI-APARTHEID ORGANIZING 

Joshua Nessen, Student Coordinator 
American Committee on Africa 
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On March 14, the day after an Emergency conference on Namibia drew 
250 people to New York City about 20 student and community activists 
met at the American Committee on Africa to discuss their organizing efforts. 
People from the following schools and community organizations were 
represented: St t u· . f Y k/' h S / a e nlverslty 0 New or Blng ampton, UNY New Paltz 

(African and Black Student Unions), Swarthmore College, UMASS/B. 
University of Maine , Williams College, Rutgers/New Brunswick, 
Mt. Holyoke College, People United Against Apartheid & Racism 
(a Baltimore community group) and UPCAAR (a Philadelphia 
community group doing anti-racist and liberation support work) . 

We also benefitted from the inspiring presence of South African playwright, 
Salaelo Maredi, who spoke about his life under apartheid and his new play, 
For Bet t er or For Worse which will be on tour in the Fall. If you are 
interested in the play contact ACOA now , 212-962-1210. (Further info is 
enclosed with this mailing). 

The March 14th meeting was characterized by both a high level of 
pOlitical discussion and enthusiasm . Particularly evident was the stress 
laid on linking anti - apartheid work to related international and domestic 
struggles (notably against racism and U.S. intervention in El Salvador). 
As is often the case at such gatherings, the informal exchange between 
activists was as fruitful as our collective discussion, and should lead to 
more coordination as well . 

On a state level, the schools in Massachusetts (UMASS/Boston, Williams 
and Mt Holyoke) are committed to remaining in close contact as are the 
two New York State schools (at Binghampton and New Paltz). Collectively, 
a decision was made to build for a larger meeting (conference) in the 
early Fall that will hopefully attract activists from outside the East. 
We are meeting April 18th to determine the date and general outlines of 
·the conference and will send you a notice soon, so you can plan for it. 

The discussion on March 14 covered many common difficulties faced by 
the movement and also came up with several concrete suggestions . What 
follows is a summary of the main points: 

l)The Problem of "Anti-Communism" and "Anti- Armed Struggle" outlooks 

Campus organizers often come up against students who refuse to 
support divestment or the liberation movements because of anti-communism. 
The most hardline argue that the U.S. should continue its involvement in 
South Africa to head off the victory of pro-Soviet "terrorist" forces. 
Less extreme students might back divestment, but will not support what 
they term "violent" movements. Their support of divestment (& corporate 
withdrawal from South Africa) is likely to waver against arguments 
that withdrawal will undermine "stability" and promote "chaos" in S. Africa . 

People felt that the best way to deal with these views is by educating 
students about the history of the liberation struggle in South Africa and 
Namibia. Particularly, that the movements only turned to armed struggle 
after all other avenues were exhausted. More fundamentally, we should 
point out that the people of southern Africa have a basic right to achieve 
self-determination by any means necessary. The problem in the region 
is not "Soviet influence" but South African and Western influence that 
perpetuates racism, minority rule and control over economic resources. 

The crucial step in winning students over is to invite liberati9n 
movement speakers to campus- - at this moment hearing from SWAPO is vltal. 



2) Why focus on South ·Africa wherithereare problems. :at home andoppre~sion 
in other countries? 

In terms of a verbal response, several answers were suggested. 
First of all one should point out that South Africa is the only country 
where racism is constitutionally enshrined (like Nazi Germany). 
Secondly, that South Africa's nuclear capability make it a major threat 
to world peace. The 1979 explosion off South Africa was of a tactical 
nuclear device and was launched from a ship by an artillery system 
procured (with State and Defense Department help) from Space Research 
Corporation, based in Vermont. The shells for this system were in fact 
forged at a Defense Dept munitions plant. 

Thirdly, it is relevant to focus on South Africa given the economic 
links between our schools and apartheid. We can weaken the apartheid 
regime and hasten the day of liberation by helping cut off U.S. economic 
support of South Africa which is significant. 

Of course, we must also respond politically by concretely linking 
our anti-apartheid work to other domestic and international issues. 
By showing that South Africa is part of a broader struggle we can win 
allies and disarm critics of our "narrowness". Direct involvement in 
struggles against racism in our communities was felt to be a priority. 

One particular issue that has come up at schools is discriminatory 
admissions policy and cutbacks in financial aid. Students from 
Mt. Holyoke, Swarthmore and UMASS/Boston have had to pressure admini
strations bent on reducing the number of Third World students and weeding 
out any "political" ones. 

Students have also made efforts to deal with southern Africa in the 
broader context of Reagan's foreign pOlicy. At SUNY/New Paltz a 
coalition has formed to unite efforts dealing with U.S. imperialism 
in Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. The importance of 
involvement in El Salvador support work was stressed by all present. 
Aiding related struggles, builds the anti-apartheid base at the same time. 

3) How can we ensure continuity and political development within our 
own committees? 

It is often difficult to stustain activity from year to year given 
t he graduation of key activists. An essential move is to encourage 
younger students to take on greater responsibilities. This often means 
that more experienced members must step aside even if they can do the 
"best" job. In the long term this helps the movement and is more democratic. 

It is also important to have a time allotted at each meeting for 
"general" political discussion. Too often we get so caught up in the 
mechanics of daily organizing that we don't define our work politically. 
This general discussion should not only focus on politics "out there", 
but about problems within the group. Self-critical discussion is often 
a difficult process, however necessary. 

In UPCAAR for example there was always a willingness to link struggles 
against apartheid and racism in Philadelphia. However, some white members 
were quite reisistant to dealing with racism within the organization. 
As a result, UPCAAR's membership dropped over several months, though it 
is now rebuilding on a stronger basis. 

Besides being more politically self-conscious, groups need to define 
themselves beyond "political" issues. To sustain a movement we need to do 
more collectively than go to meetings. An alternative culture is vital. 



~) More Specific Suggestions 

l)Identify the sources of student group funds and make an organized 
effort to gain control of them. At UMASS/Boston a slate backed by 
UJ I MA, the Black student group, swept campus elections and as a 
result will have significant say over disbursement of funds. 
Liberation support work can only benefit as a result . 

2)Make an effort to relate the economic crisis at home to "run-away 
shops" investing in South Africa and other low-wage areas. 
The film Controlling Interest is one that makes the case superbly. 
(You can obtain it from the American Friends Service Committee, 
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1501 Cherry Str. Phila. PA 19001 call 215-966-7055 for Gerry Herman 
Southern Africa Coordinator) 

3)Hold events featuring SWAPO and representatives of the Front line 
states , particularly Angola . There message needs to be heard now and 
l oudly . The Address for SWAP 0 

801 Second Ave, NYC 10017 #212-986-7863 

4)Combine a political focus with with material aid/fundraising drives. 
A fast for Namibian refugees was one idea suigested. 
During the fast hand out leaflets dealing with SWAPO's struggle. 

5)Combine culture with politics. 
Events featuring poetry and music, fund-raising dances and plays 
help convey a political message to a broader audience. 

Go off campus and advertise such events, even leaflet parked cars. 

6)Immediately send letters and telegrams to Congress and the White House 
opposing repeal of the Clark Amendment. Your own congress rep. and 
-the key list (contained elsewhere in this mailing) are most important. 

Contact the Washington Office on Africa 
110 Maryland Ave NE Wash DC 20002 
202 - 546-7961 

Bill Johnston 
Episcopal Churchmen for South Africa 
Room 1005 853 Bway NYC 10003 

(212) 477-0066 
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