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Prison life is about routine; each day like tlle one Derore; 
each week life the one before it, so that the months and 
years blend into each other. Watches and timepiecelil of any 
kind were barred on Robben Island, $0 we never knew pre· 
cisely what time it was. We were dependent on bells and 
warders' whistles and shouts. 

We were awakened at 5.30 each morrung by the night 
warder who clanged a brass bell at the head of our corridor 
and yelled: CWotd wakkcrl Staan Op! (\Vake up! Gel: up!]' 
Although we were roused at 5.30, we were not let out of our 
cells until 6.45, by which time we were meant to have 
cleaned our cells, and rolled up our mats and blankets. We 
had no running water in our cells and instead of toilets had 
iron buckets known as 'ballies'. The ballies had a diamete: 
of 10 inches with a porcelain lid on the top that could con· 
tain water. The water in this lid was meant to be for sha1t· 
ing, and to clean our hands and facelil. At 6.45, when we 
were let out of our cells, the first thing we did was to empty 
our ballies. 

Breakfast consisted ofmealie pap porridge, cereal made 
from maize or corn. We each received a mug of what was 
described as coffee, but which was ground-up maize, 
baked until it was black, and then brewed with hot water. 
Indians and Coloured prisoners received a spoonful of 
sugar while Africans received half a spoonful. The logic 
behind this, and there was almost always some perverse 
logic behind apartheid, was that diets conformed to the 
tastes of each .;:t.l.::nic group. Refined sugar was supposedly 
not to the African's taste. 

We would work in the courtyard hammering stone until \. 
noon. There were no breaks; if we slowed down, the 
warders would yell ott us to speed up. At noon, the beU 
would dang for lunch and another metal drum of food 
would be wheeled into the courtyard. For Africans, lunch 
consisted of boiled mealies, that is, coarse kemels of corn. 
The Indians and Coloured prisoners received samp which 
consisted of ground mealies in a soup~like mixture. The 
samp was sometimes served with vegetables, whereas our 
me:dies were served straight. 

After lunch we worked until 4, when the guards blew 
shrill whistles and we again lined up to be counted and 
inspected. We were then permitted half an hour to clean 
up. The bathroom at the end of the corridor had two sea
water showers, a saltwater tap, and three large galvanised 
metal buckets. which were used as bathtubs. There was no 
hot water. We would stand ot' squat in these buckets, soap
ing ourselves with the brackish water, rinsing off the dust 
from the day. We would sometimes sing while washing. 
which made the water seem less cold. In those early days. 
this was one of the only times mott we could converse. 
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Precisely at 4.30 there would be a knock on tlle wOOClen 

door at the end of our corridor, which meant that supper 
had been delivered. The non·political prisoners used to 
dish out the food to us and we Would return to our cells to 
eat it. We again received mealie pap porridge, sometimes 
with the odd carrot or piece of cabbage or beetroot thrown 
in but One us ually had to search for it. If we did get a veg· 
erable, we would usually have the same one for weeks on 
end, until the carrots or cabbages were old and mouldy, 
and we were sick of them. Every other day we received a 
small piece of meat with our po.rridge. The meat was usu
ally so mea,c:re that in a restaurant one would leave it. < 

AFTER I HAD been on the island less than t.lJ.ree months, I 
was informed by the authorities that r would have a visit('! 
the following !lay. They would not tell me w,ho it was. 
Walter Sisulu and I were called to the visitor'S office late the 
next morning and took seats at the far end of the room, I 
waited with some anxiety and suddenly, filling the glass on 
the other side of the window was Winnie's lovely face. 
Winnie always dressed up for prison visits and tried to wear 
something new and elegant. It was frustrating not to be 
able to touch my wife, to speak tenderly to her, to have a 
private moment together. We had to conduct our relatioor 

ship at a distance under the eyes of people we despised. 
I could see immediately that Winnie was under tremen
dous strain. Seeing me in such circumstances must have 
been !lying. rust getting to the island itself was difficult, 
and added to that were the harsh rituals of the prison, and 
the impersonality of the coneact. 

Winnie. I late: discovered, had recently received a second 
banning order and had been dismissed from her job at the 
Child Welfate office as a result. Her office was searched by 
the police shortly before she was sacked. The authorities 
were convinced that she was in secret communication with 
me. Winnie loved her job as a social worker. The banning 
and harassment of my wife greatly troubled me: I could not 
look after her and the children. and the state was making it 
difficult for her to look after herself. My powerlessness 
gnawed at me. 

Our conversation was awkward at first, and not made 
easier by the two warders standing directly behind her and 
three behind me. Their role was not only to monitor but to 
intimidate. Regulations dictated that conversation had to 
be in English or Afrikaans and could involve family matters 
only. Any line of talk that verged on the political might 
mean the abrupt termination of the visit. If one mentioned 
a name unfamiliar to the warders, they would interrupt the 
conversation, and ask who the person was and the nature 
of the relationship. 

This happened often. as the warders were generally 
unfamiliar with the variety and nature of African names. It 
was frustrating to spend precious minutes of one's visit 
explaining to a warder the different branches of one's fam
ily tree. But their ignorance also worked in our favour: it 
allowed us to invent code names for people we wanted to 
talk about. 

Suddenly. I heard the warder behind me say: 'Time up!' I 
turned and looked at him with incredulity. It was impossi· 
ble that half an hour had passed. As I walked back to the 
cell, I reviewed in my head what we had talked about. Over 
the next days, weeks and months, I would return to that 
one visit again and again. I k~ew I would not. be able to see 
my wife again for at le~s.t Silt months. As It turned out, 
Winnie was n.ot able to VlSlt me for another two years. 



Nelson Mandela my story 
frOm pt'fNiouII pa&e 

Robben Island was 
without question 
the harshest, 
most iron-fisted 
outpost in the 
·South African 
penal system. It 
was a hardship 
station not only 
for. the prisoners 
but also for the 
prison staff 

LONG WALK TO FREEDOM, the memoirs of Nelson Mandela, 
published in the USA by Little, Brown, will be in 
bookstores on 28 November 1994. The preceding page 
and the text below are bits of excerpts of LONG WALK 
TO FREEDOM in the London OBSERVER of l3 November. 

Written in secret during his 27 years imprisonment 
on Robben Island and later at Pollsmoor prison,the 
pages were smuggled out of South Africa to London. 

This calm recounting of the agonies of almost three 
decades - from 1964 to 1990 - gives hideou3 details 
of the sadistic apartheid regime and its workings. 
LONG WALK TO FREEDOM reveals the constancy and the 
greatness of the President of South Africa we know 
so well today. 

In September t976, the isolation section was filled with 
loung men who had been arrested in the aftermath of ~t! 
uprising in Soweto the previous month. Through WhIS
pered conversations in an adjacent corridor we learned first 
hand what had taken place. My comrades and I were enor
mously cheered; the spirit of mass protest that had seemed 
dormant through the I960s was erupting in the I9705. 
Many of these young people had left the country to join our 
militaJ:Y movement, and then smuggled themselves back. 
Thousands of them were trained in OUr camps in Tanzania, 
Angola and Mozambique. There is nothing so encouraging 
in prison as learning that the people outside are supporting 
the cause for which you are inside. 

These young men were a different breed of prisoner 
from those we had seen before. They were brave and 
aggressive; they would not take orders, and shouted 
'Amandla' at every opportunity. Their instinct was to con
front rather than co-operate. The authorities did not know 
how to handle them and they turned the island upside 
down. In these young men we saw the angry revolutionary 
spirit of the times. I had had some warning. On a visit from 
Winnie a few months before, she had managed to tell me 
through our coded conversation that there was a rising 
class of discontented youth who were militant and 
Africanist in orientation. She said they were changing the 
nature of the struggle and that I should be aware of them. 

They wete appalled by what they considered the barbaric 
conditions of the island and said they could not understand 
how we could live in such a way. We told them that they 
should have seen the island in 1964- But they were almost 
as sCl:lptical of U$ as they wert of the authorities. They 
chose to ignore our calls for discipline and thought our 
advice feeble and unassertive. It was obvious that they 
regaraed us, the Rivonia Tria:1ists, as moderates. After so 
many years of being branded a radical revolutionary, to be 
perceived as a moderate was a not altogether pleasant feel
ing. I knew I could react two ways: I could scold them for 
their impertinence or I could llsten to what they were say
ing. I chose the latter .. 

When some of these men came into our section, I ,. 

.... asked them to give us papers on their movement and 
philosophy. 1 wanted to know what had brought them to 
the struggle, what motivated them, what their ideas were 
Shordy after their arrival, the commanding otTicer came t~ 
me and asked me as a favour to address the young men. 
H.e wanted me to tell them to restrain themselves, to recog
nise the fact that they were in pdson and to accept the 
disciplin~, I told him that I was not prepared to do that. 
{n the Circumstances, they would have regarded me as 
a collaborator. 
. These fellows refused to conform to even basic regula

nOM, One, day l was at the head office conferring with the 
commandmg officer. As I was walking out with the major, 
we came upon a young prisoner being interviewed by an 
official. The young man, who was no more than 18, was; 
wearing his prison cap in the presence of Senior officers a 
violation of regulations. Neither did he stand up when the 
major entered the room, another violation. The major 
lo?ked a~ him and said: 'Please, take off your cap.' The 
pnsonet Ignored him. Then in an irricatl:ld tone, the major 
said: 'Take off your cap.' The prisoner turned and looked at 
the major, and said: 'What for?' 

I could hardly believe what I had heard. It was a revolu" 
tionary question: 'What for?' This Was our first exposure to 
the Black ConscJOusness Movement. With the banning of 
the ANC, PAC, and Communist Party, the Black Con
sciousness Movement filled a V,lcuum among young 
people. Black Consciousness was less a movement than a 
philosophy and grew out of the idea that blacks must first 
liberate themselves from the sense of psychological inferi
ority bred by three Cl:lnturies of white rule. Only then could 
the people rise in confidence and truly liberate themselves 
from repr~ssion. While the Black Consciousness Move
ment advocated a non-racial society, they excluded whites 
from playing a .ole in achieving that society. 

While I was encouraged by their militancy, I thought that 
their philosophy, in its concentration On blackness, was 
sectarian. and represented an intermediate view that was 
not fully mature. I saw my role as an elder statesman who 
might help them on to mOre inclusive ideas of the Congress 
Movement. I knew also that these young men would eventu
ally become frustrated because Black Consciollsness 
offered no programme of action, no outlet for their protest. 



ARCHBISHOP TREVOR HUDDLESTON 

~~ .. hQ,d a /(J;U outside his London !Zat and has q broken hip, 

The 82~ye~~Zd p~eZate is reauperatin~at the mother house of nis reZ~f7iou$ oraer~ 
the Community of the Resurrection. The archbishop is one of the O1;ttstana~ng and· 
persistent !~f7hter$ against apartheid, dating back to Z943 when he was sent to 
South Africa as prio~ of his order's work. His book~ NAUGHT FOR !OUR CQM.PORT~ is 
a seminaZ account of the ae~a8tation wrought by the racist system. 

We tfl'ge you to send messages to: 
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Archbishop Trevor HuddZeston, CR 
House of the Resurrection 
MirfieZd 
West Yorkshire WFZ4 OBN 
ENGLAND 

Unita withdraws 
from peace talks 

FROM KARL MAIER 
iD Luanda 

Angola's on-off search for an 
end to its 19-year civil war 
appeared to be off again yes
terday when Jonas Savimbi's 
Unita movement announced it 
was pulling out of ceasefrre 
negotiations with the govern
ment just four days before the 
scheduled signing of a peace 
agreement. 

Unita alleged that the Ango
lan government forces had vio
lated a nationwide truce by re
capturing the northern 
provincial capital of Uige and 
the nearby strategic airbase at 
Negage. 

"We suspended our partici
pation in the meeting late this 
morning because ... the truce 
has been violated," said Unita 
Secretary-General, Eugenio 
Manuvakola. He could not say 
whether the peace settlement 
would be signed in Lusaka, 
Zambia as scheduled on 20 
November. "Let us wait and 
see," he said. "I am consulting 
with the leadership. We have 
to analyse the situation." 

Uige was the third Unita
controlled provincial capital, 
after Huambo and Mbanza 
Congo, to fall in the past two 
weeks. The airstrip at Negage 
had been used by planes from 
Zaire to supply Unita for the 
past 18 months. The fall of 
Uige was confirmed yesterday 
by Unita's representative to 
the United Nations, Marcos 
Samondo, who called the city 
"our pearl in the north". 

Angolan state radio yester
day accused Unita too of vi
olating the truce, which was 
designed to improve the atmo
sphere at military negotiations 
in Lusaka in the run-up to the 
signing of a peace settlement. 
Unita fighters attacked gov
e~ment positions in the prov
inces of Cuando Cubango, Bie 
and Huambo, the radio said. 

The Unita withdrawal came 
as military delegations from 

the two sides were negotiating 
a 10-point agenda on how to 
implement a ceasefire, identify 
numbers and location of 
troops, designate assembly ar
eas for Unita troops, and agree 
the composition of a new uni
fied army. 

The pull-out appeared to 
leave little time for the military 
negotiators to complete the 
agenda before the signature of 
the peace accord by President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos and 
Mr Savimbi on Sunday. 

The UN Sp~ial Represen-

tative, A1ioune Blondin Beye, 
has described the issues before 
the negotiators as technical 
matters that could be wrapped 
up in a few days. But a Western 
military analyst said: "Anyone 
who says these are mere tech
nical issues either does not 

know what they are talking 
about or is more interested in a 
signature tpan in a lasting 
peace." 

The peace accord, which 
had been approved in principle 
by the two sides on 31 October, 
was to set up an effective gov-

ernment of national unity, pro
viding Unita with four minis
tries and administrative con
trol of dozens of muncipalities. 
Agreement on the role of Mr 
Savimbi himself was supposed 
to be reached during the cur
rent round of military talks. 
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SA blacks' redress 
over property loss 

Cape Town (Reuter) - Presi
dent Nelson Mandela signed a 
law yesterday to compensate 
blacks for the loss of property 
under apartheid and declared 
the opening session of South 
Africa's new parliament a 
success. 

Mr Mandela signed the Res
titution of Land Rights Bill to 
begin the process of com
pensating millions of blacks 
driven from their homes, often 
at gunpoint, during 45 years of 
apartheid. 

"Its purpose is real restitu
tion, to ensure that those who 
were deprived of their land ... 
are given back their property," 
he said. 

The Land Affairs Minister, 

Derek Hanekom, an Afrikaner 
in Mr Mandela's African Na
tional Congress (ANC), call~d 
the signing "an act of enor
mous historical significance". 

Mr Mandela has enacted 
scores of laws since blacks took 
their seats in parliament for 
the first time in May. 

This latest Act was the ftrst 
that will begin to redress the 
effects of white rule. But Mr 
Mandela said he was happy 
with the progress made in the 
first sitting of the first demo
cratic parliament, which ended 
on Wednesday. "We have laid 
the framework for addressing 
the basic needs of our people 
and I think this parliament has 
done very well," he said. 
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;8outh Africa 
Cabinet tries 
to shed gravy 
train image 

By Alec RUINII In Johann .. bur. 
SOUTH Africa's Cabinet ha~ 
unveiled plans fQr a radical 
shake-up of the whole sys
tem and style of government 
in the first major policy shift 
since President Nelson Man
dela's opening address to the 
new parliament in May. 

At the heart of the initia· 
tive is an aus,erity drive 
aimed at tackling the coun· 
try's administrative culture 
of profligacy and redressing 
the public perception that 
officials are more concerned 
with lining their pockets 
than changing society. 

The bloated civil service is 
to be restructured and ulti· 
mately reduced in size. State 
assets, including property 
and some of the larger state
owned enterprises, could be 
sold to reduce the crippling 
debt left by the National 
Party. 

Mr Thabo Mbeki, the First 
Deputy President standing in 
for Mr Mandela, who is on 
holiday in Saudi Arabia, said 
the Cabinet would lead by 
example, with ministerial 
salary cuts of up to 20 per 
cent. 

From this week, Mr Man
dela's basic annual pay pack
age is to be reduced from 
£115,000 to £92,000. The sala
ries of Mi' Mbeki and his co· 
Vice President, Mr F W de 
Klerk, are to drop from 
£100,000 to £80,000. 

While no deCision has been 
taken about MPs' pay, tbey 
will be under pressure to fol~ 
low the Cabinet's example. 

Discussions are also under 
way into limiting ministers' 
future salary increases to 
five per cent and restricting 
MPs' travel and livirur allow· 
ances. Disclosing the 
changes, Mr Mbeki said the 
Cabinet had unanimously 
agreed to the cuts to help 
transform tbe public sector 
into a "leaner and more 
effective catalyst of recon
struction, development and 
sustainable growth" . 

This was seen yesterday as 
a response to accusations by 
many of the African National 
Congress's own supporters, 
including trade unions and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
that the iovemment is "rid· 
ing the l!ravy train". 

But Mr Mbeki made clear 
that the salary cuts were 
merely part of a general pro· 
cess of slashing government 
expenditure and streamlin· 
ing the administration. 

The new vision was hailed 
by business leaders. opposi· 
tion parties and the ANC 
party machine as a welcome 
first sign of the iovern· 
ment's commitment to take 
hold of the country's ftagging 
economy and inefficient 
administration. 

The government has been 
lamentably slow to come to 
grips with the culture of mili
tancy and indifference which 
plagues the workplace. 

The Cabinet's six-point 
plan should lay to rest Right 
wingers' fears that the ANC 
has a closet communist 
agenda. Far from the old 
rhetoric of nationalisation, 
the emphasis is on privatisa· 
tion, which could beam early 
next year. 

The only question mark 
concerns the plan to prune 
the million-plus Afrikaner· 
dominated bureaucracy, 
which has been one of the 
main brakes on the imple' 
mentation of reform and is a 
major drain on the public 
purse. 

Ministers envisaged yes
terday up to 200,OO() redun
dancies, but this may prove a 
pipe-dream, aa a clause in 
the interim constitution ex· 
plicitly protects the tenure of 
civil servants until their 
retirement. . 

The ANC agreed to this as 
a last'-minute lOP to the 
Nationalists in last year's 
constitutional talk •. 

Mr Mbeki conceded that 
the attack on the bureaucrats 
might require a subtle 
approach, with "attrition and 
redeployment" the principal 
tactICS. Any attempt to 
amend the constitution 
would meet fierce opposition 
from the Richt wing and 
could undermine the coun
try's spirit of consensus. 
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No more 
MrNice 

Guy, says 
Mandela 

FROM JOHN CARLIN 
in Johannesburg 

President Nelson Mandela has 
been ·conveying a short, sharp 
message to friend and foe alike 
in the five days since his return 
from Saudi Arabia: No More 
MrNice Guy. 

South Africa's police .chiefs, 
the far right and the ex-com
batants of the African National 
Congress (ANC) guerrilla 
army have all felt the Mandela 
lash. In an address on Saturday 
nigllt he accused the police of 
"declaring war" on the ANC 
and announced that tomorrow 
he would be holding a meeting 
with the police top brass at his 
office in Pretoria. 

"We cannot allow a police 
force to develop in opposition 
to government," Mr Mandela 
said. "We are not declaring 
war on them, we are simply go
ing to correct them and disci
pline them." According to gov
ernment sources, high-level 
changes are likely to follow. 

On Sunday, the President 
reminded his former comrades 
in the disbanded Umkhonto 
weSizwe (Spear of the Nation) 
liberation army that he was 
tired of hearing their com
plaints about the harsh lives 
they were bring forced to lead 
now that they had joined the 
South African National De
fence Force (SAND F). 

Repeating a warning he had 
made 10 days earlier, he sent a 
message to thousands of muti
neers that if they did not return 

-to duty they would be dis
charged. "My patience has 
been exhausted," he declared. 
"The strongest military disci
pline will be taken against 
those who fail to report back." 
On Monday more than 2,000 
former Umkhonto soldiers 
were sacked from the SANDF 
and hundreds more are await
ing punishment for going ab
sent without leave. 

As for the far right, widely 
suspected of having assassi
nated the former head of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, 
lohan Heyns, on Saturday, Mr 
Mandela warned on Monday 
that be was contemplating a 
"crackdown". The previous 
government, he said, had not 
done enough to defuse the 
right-wing threat. 

Mr Mandela's tough talk has 
been in contrast to the deliber
ately conciliatory approach he 
adopted towards all parties 
when he began his preSidency. 
Unlike the· army, the police 
force has remained virtually i 
unchanged since the April 
elections, meaning that many 
of the generals in charge are 
the same people who were at 
the cutting edge of the apart
heid state's dirty war against 
the ANC and their allies. Ea
ger, above all else, to shore up 
South Afric.'\'s new-found sta
bility, Mr Mandela initially de
cided to take the police gener
als' promises of co-operation 
with his government at face 
value. 

Confident that the legiti
macy of his government is such 
now that the police no longer 
pose a political threat, Mr 
Mandela is poised, according 
.~O government sources, to 
wield the axe. The Commis-

-sioner of Police, General 
lohan van der MelWe, is un
likely to remain in his post, the 
sources said, and his replace
ment is likely to be not another 
general but a less senior officer 
more loyal to the new order. 

On Saturday, Mr Mandela 
singled out General van der 
MelWe, the security police 
chief in the late Eighties, as 
one of the main offenders. "He 
promised to support a demo
cratic government. He must 
now be accountable to us." 

Another symptom of what 
Mr Mandela perceives to be 
the police's refusal to change 
has been provided in Port 
Shepstone, KwaZulu-Natal, 
where in a replay of the politi
cal violence besetting the prov
ince in recent years, Inkatha 
supporters allegedly massa
cred 14 people last month. Mr ' 
Mandela complained that no 
one had been arrested in what 
appeared to be another in
stance of the police siding with 
the enemies of the ANC. 

Demonstrating what the loss 
of Mr Mandela's authoritative 
presence might mean, the Jo
hannesburg Stock Exchange 
shuddered last week when a 
rumour spread that he was ill. 
This was founded on reports 
that while in Saudi Arabia the 
76-year-old Mr Mandela had a 
prostate cancer test. 



Unita;, not Yemen, was the target 
A new thread is emerging 
from the web of lies 
surrounding Armscor's 
'Yemen' shipload of arms: 
that it was intended to go to 
Unita. Stefaans BrOmmer 
and Eddie Koch report 

TIRE is mounting evidence that the 
Armscor shipload of arms and 
ammunition. turned back from 
Yemen and now in a ship ofT Port· 

Elizabeth, was intended for Angolan rebel 
movement Unlta, in contravention of a 
United Nations anns embargo. 

This may explain Annscor's less-than-frank 
reaction to recent disclosures on the shipment. 
Senior Annscor officials Bed to Defence Minls
ter Joe Modlse when they briefed him. 

At a media conference last Friday, Ann
scor for the first time admitted publicly that 
the weapons were never intended for 
Lebanon, and that an attempt had been 
made to offload the consignment in Yemen, 
a country recently emerged from civil war 
and barred by the South African government 
from receiving weapons. 

But Armscor managtng director TIelman 
de Waal shifted the blame to mid-Eastern 
anns dealer "Eli Wazan", whom he said had 
"misled" Armscor with a fake end-user cer
tificate speciJYing Lebanon as the destina-

tion. 
As late as September 21, Armscor had stll1 

insisted that the ship had arrived in 
Lebanon: an assertion repeated to the 
WM&G the next day. 

At last Friday's media conference Armscor 
officials gave their new version of the 
sequence of events: that "Wednesday or 
Thursday", September 21 or 22, Wazan had 
called Armscor admitting the deal was 
fraudulent. Wazan again ca11ed the next day. 

They also said the shipping agents had 
ca11ed Armscor that Thursday to say Yemen 
had always been the destination. 

It is understood that senior Armscor men 
gave Modise preliminary briefings that 
Thursday and Friday - when, by their own 
admission, they must have known Lebanon 
was not the destination. 

Significantly, Modise issued a statement 
that Friday, after the briefings, in which he 
said "senior Armscor offiCials during this 
week gave me some information concerning 
the destination and cargo of the ship, which 
they say was Beirut in Lebanon". 

Indicating he was not satisfied with their 
apparently continued insistence that 
Lebanon was the destination, he said he 

had instructed Armscor chairman Johan 
Moolman eariier that day to "submit a full 
repori as soon as possible".That report was 
submitted to Modise the next Monday or 
Tuesday. Sources say Modise was stll1 not 
satisfied, suggesting he believed he was 

-Wazan had Instructed him, but said 

Bartow said two of the three brokers 
told him the consignment they were 
offering had originally been Intended 
for Voila. This week the London arms 
broker said he tended to believe the 
veracity of the report as two sources 
had confinned It to him and as It was 
"not the first" clandestine consign
ment for Unita since official South 
African support for the rebels ended. 

he had heard ofWazan, though he 
was not sure it was his real name. 

Observers point out other state
ments by Armscor at last Friday's 
media conference could also have 
been less than frank. These Include: 

being misled. That he then asked MinIster of 
Justice Dullah Omar to launch an indepen
dent investigation seems to confirm this. 

Informed speculation has it that "heads 
are going to roll" in Armscor. 

M
eanwhile, an anns broker In London 
this week corroborated claims by 
Executive Outcomes - the Pretoria 

company that provides militaIy support ser
vices to the Angolan government defence 
force - that the shipment had initially been 
put together for Unila. but fell through when 
Unita could not pay. 

Executive Outcomes' Eeben Barlow last 
week said he had Angolan intelligence infor
mation that Unita had been negotiating the 
deal in April or May. He surmised that the 
deal feU through when Unita lost control 
over Cafunfo, the centre of its diamond 
trade, to the Angolan Defence Force In July. 

Barlow said that between September 15 
and 22 - around the time it became clear 
Yemen would not accept the arms - three 
independent arms brokers had offered him 
the consignment. 

He gave the WM&G a fax. purporting to be 
from one of the brokers, detailing an offer of 
9212 AK47 rifles, 15665 R2-HK-G3 rifles 
and more than 13-million rounds of ammu
nition. (Annscor says its consignment con
sistedof8596AKs,15665G3sand 14-mll
lion rounds.) 

To PAGE 11 

with South African diplomatic mis
sions, through which a stated desti
nation could easily be verified. 

Observers also ~ked how Armscor 
could have been duped by an end
user certificate which the Lebanese 
mission head to South Africa, Charl>el 
Stephan. had immediately recognised 
as fake. Stephan Said: "The docu
ments had no reference number, they 
were undated and they had a signa
ture With no name beneath it. " 

The London arms broker admitted 
haVIng offered the list to Barlow, say
ing a mfd-Eastern anns dealer had 
!!Sked him to find a buyer. He denied 

eArmscor said it had been duped 
by the false end-usercertlflcate Wazan 
had produced to show the Lebanese 
government was the reCipient. But 
sources familiar With Armscor meth
ods sa,y the corporation ran intelli
gence checks on agents like Wazan, 
and that the corporation's foreign 
trade department had close liaison 

eArmscor denied during the initial 
stages of the media conference that 
the consignment could ever have been 
intended for Vnita, yet it said it had 

.•.. __ ....... _--------------

not been able to establish who the true 
Intended recipient had been. An offi
cia1later acknowledged: "We cannot 
deny that Wazan ... could possibly 
have Intended that, but It Is a hell of a 
long way from here to Yemen, and 
from there to Unita." 

eArmscor said that In 1992 Wazan 
had been a go-between In a consign
ment of Armscor arms to the Christ
Ian Militia In Lebanon. But Stephan 
yesterday said the Christian Militia 
had disbanded before then, and that 
deal had thus also been fraudulent. 

eArmscor said It believed Wazan 
was a Lebanese citizen. By Annscor's 

own admission, It has dealt with 
Wazan over a peIiod offive years. 

• Stephan said the Lebanese govern
'ment had been unable to trace 
Wazan's offire or family -information 
Armscor must possess - and that 
there was no surname "Wazan" In 
Lebanon; only ·Wazzan", a Muslim 
surname. Ellis a Christian name. 

eArmscor said South Mrica had 
never manufactured AKs or G3s. But 
sources familiar With the arms indus
try said Denel subsidiary Lyttleton 
Engineering had manufactured the 
G3, locaIIy known as the H2. 

Armscor spokesman Don Henning 
refused to answer WM&G questions, 
saying last Friday's media conference 
had been the last communication 
until Omar's investigation was over. 
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Afrikaner anti-apartheid theologian shot dead 

Heyns; declared thal 
apartheid was a sin 

THE former moderator of the 
Dutch Reformed Church in 
South Africa was shot dead at 
his Pretoria home in a possible 
assassination by whitt: right
winger$,pOli~ said yesterday. 

Professor Johan Heyns, 66, 
was known among his peers 
as "the clerical de Klerk". He 
was murdered on Sa.turday 
night as he sat playing cards 
with his wife. Rene. and two 
young grandchildren. at his 
home in Waterkloof. Pretoria. 
He was struck in me back of 
the head by a single round 
[rom a heavy-calibrt rifle fired 
through the window from six 
yards away and was killed 

FJ;tOM RAy KENNEDY IN JOHANNESBURG 

instantly. His wife and one 
child were in hospital yester
day being treated for shock. 

Major Ray Herrold. a police 
spokesman, said the inquiry 
could take months. Police 
offered a reward of 100.000 
rands (£21,000) for informa· 
tiOl'lleading to the capture aIId 
ronviction of lhe murderer. 

AS head of the establish
ment church of Afrikanerdom. 
Profllssor Heyns'S refonnist 
leaderShip led to the declara
tion that aparlheid was a sin, 
causing a schism. 

Amid widespread tributes to 
Professor Hems as an advo
cate of peace and reconcilia-

tion. fears were expresst.'<i that 
the murder might signal a 
fresh outbreak of extTt.'l"Clist 
violence. Central Constand 
Viljoen. leader of the right
wing Afrikaner Freedom 
Front. declared: "Beat in mind 
that the emotions of the 
masses have ~till not been 
resolved," He said all indica
tions pointed to the murder 
being pOlitically motivated. 

Professor Heyns's murder 
came barely thn:e weeks after 
a genc:ral ~'YMd of the white 
DI.nch Refom1ed Church, at 
which a critical decision was 
made to ca-operare with its 
separate African, Coloured 

and Indian "sister" churches 
to form a single church. 

President Mandela yester
day paid tribute to Professor 
Heyns's "insight, integrity and 
honesty". He said that he was 
shocked aIId outraged. adding 
that he had spoklm to the 
police and W'cI.S confident that 
the killer would be caught. 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
said: "I StilI can' believe it. H~ 
was the first national modera
tor of tM NGK to call into 
question the Church's suppan 
of apartheid. He played an 
important role in pi'~ring 
the church and the Afrik.aans 
community for chang!;." 
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remain Pepping 

up the 
cola 

conflict 
FROM JOHN CARI.JN 
in Johannesburg 

It was not Whitney Houst~n's 
stated intention to spark off 
black-on-black conflict. But 
while the American singer 
gushed peace yesterday at a 
press conference called to 
launch her first South African 
concert tour, her real objective 
was to fire the first salvo in the 
local cola war. 

As .an investor in Pepsi-Cola, 
back m the South African mar
ket now that sanctions are 
over, she has trained her sights 
on Coca-Cola, which consoli
dated its position during the 
apartheid years as the domi
nant soft-drink company. Yes
terday'S event, at Johannes
burg's new Children's 
Museum, turned out to be not 
so much a press conference as 
a carefully staged promotional 
exercise, a Pepsi extravangaza 
masquerading as a celebration 
of the dawn of democracy. 

Capitalising on the biggest 
gathering of journalists since 
the inauguration of President 
Nelson Mandela, the objective 
was to create feel-good associ
ations in the public mind be
tween Pepsi and the new South 
Africa, Pepsi and youth, Pepsi 
and suoerstardom. 

Against the background of 
se~eral large Pepsi posters, 
children from Soweto sang 
teenagers danced and Hous~ 
ton, overcome by emotion 
wept. "I've come back to my 
~piritual home," she declared. 
South Africa was a place on 

the map, now it is a place in my 
heart '" the place of my 
dreams." 

Kehla Mthembu, chainnan 
of Pepsi in South Africa, led 
the applause before announc
ing that this was "a very special 
day ~or the entire country". 
Pepsl and Whitney, he pro
nounced, had formed a union 
Pepsi was a black-run company 
funded by African-Americans 
Pe~si ~epicted "the hopes and 
asprratlOns of our people". 

The third speaker was Ivan 
May, assistant general man
age~ of Perm, Pepsi's South 
Afncan bankers and co-spon
sors of Houston's tour. He 
quoted from a speech by" Mr 
Mandela before volunteering 
the extravagant thought _ 
SUb-text: "Drink Pepsi" - that 
"the role-model Miss Houston 
provides is critical to the suc
cess of the new South Africa". 

Such sentiments might not 
have gone down too well at 
Pepsi's brand-new South Afri
can plant, where 3,000 workers 
who had b~en refused jobs 
were occupymg the premises. 
The protesters had barred em
ploy~es and were reported by a 
?epsl. spokesman to be tamper
mg Wlth company vehicles. The 
government, eager to promote 
J~hannesburg as" mvestor
friendly, sent in the police. 

For all Ms Houston's histri
onics, it looked like first round 
to Coca-Cola. 

• 

• In new 
South 
Africa 

FROM JOHN CARUN 
in Johannesburg f "'"' .. ong the shortlist of 

, • ., I names put forward by the com· 
~at sma name. South Atri- millee. one stands out: 
ca s freshly liberated black "Mandeland" eamesth 
m.ajori~" would seem to agree described b) ~lr X as an ,,,:n;· 
w~th Shakespeare: not a lot. nym for "Malicious Apartheid 
SIX months have passed since Now Dead. Enl)"one LauC\in~ 
the elections, but no one has a New Democran". Probabh 
suggested naming a road after not appropriate f~r a pro\"inc~ 
Nelson Mandela. No airports promoting itself as Africa's 
haw been. renamed, no.towns. financial gateway. 

. RhodeSia .w~s christened Mandeland is expected to 
ZImbabwe Wlthm seconds of lose out to "Egoli" which 
liberation, but the only part)" means "Place of ~ld" in 
to have proposed South Africa Xhosa, but. no less important. 
change ~ts n~r,e is the radical" it is also the name ofa popular 
Pan-AfrJcaDlst Congress tele,ision soap opera. 
(PAC). The populace made President Mandela', 11.0\. 
~own. "their feelings on', emment. eager not to caus,' 
Azama through the ballot.! gratuitous offence to Afrika. 

box: PAC ban;ly polled 1 per ners, has shied away from d,·· 
cent of the natIOnal Yote. stru)"ing the icom of th,' old 

Undaunted. the PAC secre- regime. 
tary-general ~as set 11 The one exception - and a 
precedent which no one partial one at that - "as t h,' 
appears to have followed, decision to change the nanH' of 
when he changed his name two the HF \"ernoerd Building. 
months ago from Benn)" AI- ,,"here gonrnment minister> 
exander to !Khoisan X. haw their Cape Town oflk",. 
(""bat we're all wondering is to the politicalh neutral "un 
how the hell you're supposed Plein Street". . 
to pro~ounce that exc~amation Vern'oerd. South Afrie'l" 
mark, r~marked a fnend.) prime minister from 1958 to 
. Mr X IS. the PAC's sole MP 1966. was to apartheid "hat 
m. the legislature of Pretoria- Lenin was to Communism. 
Vnrn:atersrand-Vaal (PV.'Y) The fate that befell Leningrad. 
provlDee. The PWV premier. however. appears to haw rung 
Tok·yo Sexw·ale, of the ANC, few bells in South Africa. Tn 
appoi~ted Mr X chainnan of a date. there has been no popu. 
~ommltte~ charged with com- lar clamour to ,·hange th,' 
109 up With a less unwield)", name of a town just south of 
mor~ resonant name for the Pretoria that glories in thl" 

, pronnce. Tok)'o, who bears his name of Vern"oerdbur!:. 
Japanese name with pride. has 
made it plain that political 
correctness is not the object of 
the exercise. 



Annemane HeyuJood, THE CASSINGA EVENT (Windhoek,A'l'aheia Z8, A'l'ahives of Namibia, Z994) 
pp Z24, inaZ, maps~ photos and appendiaes {RZ6 + R l6 postage} $4.60 + 4.60 = $9.20 

Altffiugh Nam:.iliia has Deen independent less than half a decade, its National Archives 
have alreadY' Become a national treasure, publishing studies, treatises, maps, and 
prints Dased 0n a.rchi:val SQUI'Ces. 

The eaI"lier studies-; some pUblished shortly Defore independence, deal with significant, 
but politically "safe, U su:Dj ects, such as the letters and diaries of the great political 
leadep, Hend:r?i1<: Wit1500iS tfl.e early exploitation of Nam:ibian coppers and a three cen
tury history o! Ovamf>o kingdoms. With the Heywood Dook, however, the Archeia series 
deals wi--th ]?aintul, almost current, events that form the basis for a developing national 
consciousness. 

This sl:i::m volume was proposed by' its author to lay the ghost of Cassinga by determining 
what actually nappened and its historical context, using available archival rraterials, 
~'fragments of personal menories and the too coherent existing narratives ..•. " 

This apparently- s't'raight!orwaro task proved to be more difficult than originallY assumed. 
The autnor was forced l.'epeatedly to choose among contradictory documents, as well as 
merIPries, and to try to account for gross differences am:mg the accounts of equally 
crediDle witnesses. Ih 11'BIly cases her suggested explanations of differ·ing reports 
are both intl?iguing and highly plausible. 

She concludes that Scmth Africa's JIIUr'derous attack on the Cassinga refugee transit camp 
in Angola indeed left some 600 NamiI>ians-- a1JIK)st all women, children, and elderly folk-
dead, with l,OOO or so injured. 'Of the 200-plus refugees abducted (mostly from the 
nearDY small Chetequ~m. camp 1 to Na:mibia f("Jr" interrDgation . and torture 118 were ,sub
sequehtly transferred to a hellish camp near Marienthal in southern Namibia and left to 
rot there incornmu:nicado for six years while their families mourned them as dead. 

The author's discussion of the historical context is necessarily more speculative. How
ever, this writer and UN staffere of that era certainly accept her basic pre.'!lise that 
Cassinga was an integral part of Pretoria's grand scheme to ensure its control of the 
transition process in Nam1Dia. To buttress this conclusion she analyzes a multi-faceted 
South African PR campaign directed primarily at the Western Powers on the Security -
Co1IDcil, who, as contemporary observers knew, were ambivalent about Namibian indepen
dence lest it bring anti-western radicals to absolute power. 

It is hard to realize that there is a whole new generation, even in Namibia, to whom 
flCassinga" is not a living merIPry, but only "ancient" history. This eighteenth pub
lication of the Namibian Archives will help keep this symbol of the Namibian indepen
dence struggle alive both at home and abroad. 

-Elizabeth S. Landis 
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Dogs of war lie 
down with old 

Angolan enel11Y 
Phillip van Nlekerk 
Cabo Leda, Angola 

THE Angolan special force train
ees tread nervously through the 

Hawks put peace 
treaty in jeopardy 

bush in a V-formation, guns HOPES that a peace treaty, 
cocked, alert for an 'ambush'. due to be initialled this week 
Suddenly 400 grammes of TNT and in place by mid-Novem
explodes, throwing sand, turf, her, will finally end the Ango
trees and a strong smell of cordite Ian war could be undermined 
across the veld. The recruits fire by a decisive turn in the 
wildly, mostly at the ground, and fighting. 
two RPG rockets veer far wide of Assisted by South African 
their target, a clump of palm advisers, and with £1.2 billion 
trees. of arms purchases, hawks in 

Their South African trainer, the Angolan army believe they 
W~nand du Toit, shakes his can win the war, or at least 
head, grateful that this is a mock- drive Unita leader Jonas 
up. Otherwise his squad would be Savimbi and his rebel forces 
in trouble. into the bush. Fighting is 

Du Toit's job is to make sure reported to be intensifying, 
the squad improves. He is em- and sources in Angola believe 
ployed by Executive Outcomes, a the MPLA is about to mount 
controversial South African com- an all-out offensive. 
pan)' that now has a key role in After losing the 1992 elec
the Angolan government's long tions, Savimbi seized the ini
war with the country's Unita tiative and moved to control 
rebels. Last month Executive about three-quarters of the 
Outcomes signed a second country. However, since Jan
£! 2 million contract with the uary, Unita has been rapidly 
~1PL\ g('vcrnment to train and losing ground. Leadership 
assist its armed forces. squabbling has reportedly led 

want to train the Angolans so that 
they can fight flit themselves. ,> 

The men at Cabo Leda, Exec
utive Outcomes's headquarters 
60 miles south of Luanda, are 
adamant that they were involved 
in the offensive on Cafunfo. They 
point out that it would have been 
folly to tum over half-trained 
recruits to their old commands 
and hope for the best. 

Barlow admits that 100 of his 
'employees' were scattered 
through the armoured column as 
'advisers', and that they were en
gaged in at least one major battle. 
'If we're attacked, we don't sit 
back and play putt-putt,' he says, 
'but we weren't part of the sharp 
edge that captured Cafunfo.' 

The distinction is a fine one, 
but important, because Barlow 
denies that his men are mercenar
ies. They have even commis
sioned their own country music 
video, And They Call Us the Dogs 
of War, to refute what they say is 

'Without this company, the sit- to an assassination attempt on 
uation would be very different. Savimbi's life. vicious slander. It shows Execu-
They are teaching us very good tive Outcomes handing out 
tactics,' says Brigadier Antonio •• ____________ Bibles and setting up water puri-
Baleriano, commander of the An- The turnabout is even more fication plants for the Angolan 
golan army's 16th Brigade. 'This remarkable for the MPLA. Since people. 
is dangerous for Unita.' South Africa invaded Angola in But the boys are mainly here 

There is an extraordinary irony 1975 and converted a group of for the money - Executive Out-
here. Executive Outcomes em- bandits under Jonas Savirnbi into comes pays up to 40,000 rand 
ploys about 50Q men in Angola, one of Africa's most effective (£7,000) a month. 
mostly South African veterans, to guerrilla armies, more than a mil- A motky crew gathers in the 
assist the MPLA.For most of the lion people have died, 87 per cent evening at the bar at the Cabo 
20-year war these men were of them civilians. Leda camp, where a cow skull 
training and fighting with Unita grins out from the wall. Among 
against the Cuban-backed Angola's motive in employing them are veterans of the Belgian 
!vI.PLA. Executive Outcomes is simple: to Congo, the Mau Mau uprising 

It is a remarkable case of tum the war against Savimbi. Ex- and the bush wars in Rhodesia, 
enemy turned friend set against ecutive Outcomes's general man- Namibia and, of course, Angola. 
the backdrop of a southern Africa ager, Eeben Barlow, says his men There are even guerrillas from the 
turned upside down by the new played a major role in the recap- ANC's armed wing, Mkhonto we 
South Africa. ture in July ofCafunfo, Savimbi's Sizwe. ., 

Take the case of Du Toit him- lucrative diamond centre and a I The most expenenced IS Oom 
I self In 1985, on a Unita mission critical supply line to Zaire. Boet Swart, a grandfathe:ly fig-

in the enclave of Cabinda, he was At its tented camp on the ure, who has been soldlenng f?r 
captured by the MPLA and shot Lo Ri th fL anda the ,43 years and used to be second m 
< gh nga versou. 0 u , icommand of the Selous Scouts, 
lour times, once throu the company ha.s tramed more than the Rhodesian dirty-tricks 
neck. He spent more than two 5 000 t' th d 
years in prison. ' recruits or e artny an regiment. 

He returned to South Africa as more than 500 counter-msur- Barlow is the new-style African 
a hero, and when former Presi- gency troops. entrepeneur, rushing in where 
dent F. W. de Klerk lifted the ban Executive Outcomes's role in the squeamish fear to tread, on 
on the African National Congress battle is less clear. 'It's not part of the prowl for business opportuni-
and the South African Commu- our contract to be involved in ties. Executive Outcomes is al-
nist Party on 2 February 1990, combat,' claims Barlow. 'We ready planning a holiday resort 
Du Toit felt betrayed. 'I sacri- on the coast and helping with a 
ficed mv life and lost a lot of cellular phone network in 
friends in action. At the end it Luanda. 
wasn't worth it,' he says with 
quiet resignation. 

'We have good contacts in the 
Ministries and our track record 
here has given us enormous cred
ibility,' he says. 

Barlow says Executive Out
comes has been promised a con
tract to train the Angolan army 
after the war. Until then, the 
fighting grinds on, forced on by 
MPLAhawks. 

But the country is emptying of 
young men. The recruits mus
tered at Longa are barefoot 
country boys. Some are as young 
as eight, most are riddled with 
disease. The very young, the old 
and the very sick are weeded out, 
says Barlow. 

Executive Outcomes has its 
work cut out. As Du Toit says: 
'The Angolan people are very, 
very tired of war.' 

But it is not they who will de
cide the matter. '1 doubt if the 
politicians are as tired of war,' 
says Du Toit, sure that there will 
be work for professional soldiers 
for a long time yet. 
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Buthelezi in battle for soul of the Zulus 
BY JOHN CAIILIN Edward Hotel in Durban, left en and the 'i!t:ty of nual bia inauptlltion in December stormed into a teJevisinn stu- with Prince Sifiso pointedly fit:dTho ~Cn identi: the chiefs and of the ~ 
.. DutIa DO doubt that ~ and un- Zulus that ha is the 1971. President MandeJa told dio durin!! a IiYe intetview with standing beside him, ~ ~ ~tution of c:; Houac by maintainin& a politi-

Zulus' natural poIitic:aJ home. Prince Sifiso Zulu. who de-clc are ~ m "battle for the king tbat be would prollide his statement on Saturday. c:aJ neutratity." 
Tho King of the ZuIua, Jitc tbe the soul 0 Zulu pc:opIe. Until th~ elcctioils, Mr state funds to set.,:.r.,:: Royal scribed himself as a spokesman Without men:t,. either Zulu chiefs, the majority of As to the l"!!,tion why King 
Prince of Wales before blm, Mr Buthelczi, Minister of Buthclezi managed 10 ""-

Intatha or his uncle _, Council: a b<Jdy b by the of the king. whom bad been prevailed 000dwi1I ba waited 23 years 
broke a long silence al Ibc Home AffaUs in Nelson Man- infon:e bis mOll88~ by 8IIC<leSS- king, wbich·wouId act indcpca- Undaunted by the public apol- be left no doubl when be ~ 10 support Inkatba. to express his nsentment of 
weekend, in an attempt 10 put deJa's goycmment of National fuJJy selling the i that King dently of any political party ~ PiesideDt Mandela stood when be deelarcd that .. ebiefs of my province his uncle, one of the new royal 
to an cod a::: of Unity, bas always aoupl to 000dwiII backed Intatha. The and would dedicate itself to the :'&, forced him to Inkatha'. Traditional Leaders are ~ inwlved m party adviaers, a Zulu prince, ""-
rumours and .. tion. identify Intatha with the total- stratqy worked welJand, as- management of traditional 1IIJ!ke, Mr theJezi then ron- bill represented "a denigration politics. \hi. situation un- =ined. "All these years 
concemin8 thcrt:::ron at the ityof"the Zu1unation"."'" is listed by ekoctoral fraud, Zulu affairs. ired with his Intatha MPs in of the Monareb". aa:eptable. The partisanship uthelezi has controlled Ibc 
royal bouse. . g GoodwiD a palpable untruth, as demon· Intatha won control of tbe Statements, in _I :/:e KwsZuIu-Natal ~ "I reject it ••. I am dismayed of the chiefs bas led to serious kin~. fund&. Man ~t, 
Zwelithini ~ not about bia stratcd by the body 00UlI1 of province of Kwa.Zulu-Natal. montbs by Zulu princes, ideo- to pass a 1faditionaJ rs at tbe burried and disoourte- political conflict and violence Bu eJezi controlled his body. 
marital affairs - he has five 10,000, thaI bas resulted from Since the .election thin t~emselves as allies of bill, tbe ~ of which was to ous manner in which sucb a 1ft communities wbere ebiefs guards and the ~ IiYed 1ft 
wives and does· not care who ~ of oontlict between haVe :!::f.'" The kin, to~ the . and ~ undermule f':: for a Royal sensitive matter bas been ban- b_ powers over my people ronatant fear of his' . He felt 
knows it - but about bis uncle, and African NationaJ Mr Mande a at a meetJDg in need for the political in Council an reduce the Iring died, as I believe that I should . . . The institution of be bad no choice but to read 
the Intatha leader, M"IJOIIIthu ~ Zulus. But Mr Buth· Pntoria two days after the deuce of the royal bouse, ve praclil;aJ1y 10 the status of an bave heen properly consulted Ubukbosi (Chief"!?') should out those XNlitical speecbes 
ButheJezi. elezo's messsge has carried suf- ~tiaI inauguration that f,rovoted tension in the ordinary chief. and I sbouId bave been given not be manipulat for party against the C. because they 

A statemenl read out by tbe ficient weight to persuade a too bad beeii .,a long-term nkatba camp. These came toa It was againsl this back- due respect, as the Monarcb political ends. •• and I therefore wen always written by 
Iring at the appropriately regal prisoner - of his uncle, since number of foreign rigbl-wing- head when Mr ButheJezi ground that King OoodwiIJ, and Head of the Nation." need 10 protect the dignity of Buthelezi and his people." 

__________________ ... _____________________________ ~bl~J1JI':\ULJ MJ..J.'~,""1 ' 
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Buthelezi opposes local elections 
,-

Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi has threatened IFP non~ 
participation in local government elections unless the status 
of traditional leaders is ensured. Farouk Chothia reports 

H
OME Affairs MinIster Man
gosuthu Buthelezl has rome 
out In strong opposition to 
local government elections 
In areas rontrolled by kwa

Zulu/Natal chiefs and has urged tIa
dttionalleaders to boycott transitional 
local government structures. 

He has also warned ofIFPnon-par
ticipatton In local government elec
tions next October unless the status 
of the Zulu kingdom is satisfactoIily 
hammered out In ronstitutional nego
tiations held under foreign mediation. 

'ihe stakes are frighteningly high. 
Inadequate legislation with respect to 

local government rould wipe out the 
role and power of the amakhosi 
(chiefs) and destroy the kingdom for
ever," said Buthelezl. 

The Home Affairs minister outlined 
his position at a meeting of IFP
aligned chiefs in Ulundi last week 
which was held under the banner of 
the newly-fonned Iso leStzwe (Eye of 
the Nation). 

Professor George Devenish, a public 
law lecturer at the University of Natal, 
slammed Buthelezi's proposals as 
"inrompatible" with the Intertm ron
stitution. 

Devenish believes Buthelezi has 

fired his "opening gambit" for ronsti
tutional talks and rompromises wtII 
be found. 

The ANC head of local government 
In kwaZulu/Natal, Mike Sutcliffe, said 
Buthelezi's comments were "tanta
mount to a declaration of war" and it 
was a "pity that he does not leave us In 
this provtnce alone". 

Even within the IFP, there are prob
lems with Buthelezi's stance. Two 
senior IFP leaders told the Weekly 
Mail & Guardian that tIadttionallead
ers must allow local government elec
tions to take place In their frefdoms, 
with one adding that izinduna (head
men) should rontest the poll to "max
imise their legitimacy". 

The litmus test rould rome tomor
row when the Pletennarltzburg Loc.al 
Government Negotiations Forum 

~ 

(LGNF, reconvenes. 
Aftermuch cajoling, IFP-supportlng 

tIadttionalleaders from Taylors Halt 
and Vulindlela agreed to participate in 
the LGNF negotiations and gave their 
blessing for the Inclusion of thel[ ten1-
tory Into a metro forum. It remains to 
be seen whether they will stick to this 
In the wake of the Iso leStzwe Indaba. 

Buthelezi said the IFP plans to pass 
a Rural Local Government Act 
through the kwaZulu/Natal provln
ctallegislature which wtII "preserve" 
the powers exercised by chiefs and 
headmen "In administering the rom
munity". Tradttional rounctIs will be 
"the ptimary local government struc
ture In the traditional community". 
The Local Government Transitional 
Act "should apply to metropolitan 
areas only". 

Responding, Devenish said: "In 
effect Buthelezi is saying there must 
be no elections and chiefs must rule. 
Power will be vested In an autocratic 
elite." He said the envisaged rural Act 
is In ronflict with the intertm ronstitu
tion which provides for chiefs to serve 
only in an ex-officio capactty in local 
government structures. 

Buthelezt envisages elections only 
for regional rouncils, the "over-arching 
local government structure", and sees 
traditional rommunities participating 
In these, but wants to see regional 
rouncils devoMng maximum powers 
to the lower unelected structures. 

Sutcliffe accused Buthelezl of once 
more engaging in "brinkmanship". 
"Unfortunately, Buthelezl has still not 
woken up to the fact that we now have 
a national democracy where the IFP is 
a minor player: 

• The Zulu Royal House has 
rejected the IFP's draft Bill on the 
House of Traditional Leaders which 
will rome before the provtnctallegtsla
ture next month. Zwelithint's new 
legal adviser, S'dumo Mathe, said: "No 
adequate or new powers are given to 
him. In terms of the Bill, the king 
enjoys the same status as a chief: 

It is understood Zwelithint wants to 
be the head of the House ofTradi
tiona! Leaders but the Bill makes pro
vision for him merely to send a "repre
sentative". 



THE NEW YORK TIME~JN!ERNATIONAL THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1994 

The Suburbs 01 Johannesliiirg--Slay Cold to Blacks 

By ISABEL WILKERSON 
S[>l'ciallo The New York Times 

JOHANNESBURG - After the 
cage of apartheid began to open up 
'and the borders of his existence 
were no longer the pocked roads of 
Spweto, Vusi Makhubela found a 
peach-colored house in a white 
p'romised land with rose bushes and 
a two-car garage. 

It was there that he knelt with his 
family in a corner of his bedroom to 
thank the ancestors for the family's 
good fortune. He sprinkled tobacco 
on the carpet, because the ancestors 
must have their snuff, and marked 
lhe sacred spot with his deceased 
father's wooden walking stick. Out
side he planted a tiny sapling, which 
he named Watch Us Grow. 
; The next day a "For Sale" sign 

went up at the house next door. The 
people on the other side left a few 
months later. He never caught their 
names. Soon more and more middle
~Iass Sowetans replaced the depart
i~g whites. Now, two years later, his 
suburban town of Naturena in the 
red rock hills two miles east of 
Soweto has begun to feel like Soweto 
without the poverty. 
, In the three years since the iron 

,restrictions on black housing were 
repealed, a stream of black profes
sionals has packed up and fled the 
fourth-class citizenship of township 
Tife, with the clouds of dust from red 
dirt roads, break-ins, carjackings 
lind Government-issue matchbox 
houses. Though housing in Soweto 
ranges from squatters' shacks to 
relatively spacious brick homes in 
the more 'prosperous sections, the 
basic dwelling remains the bleak 
four-room cinder-block house. 

Few statistics are available on the 
number of blacks moving from 
Soweto or other townships into for
merly all·white areas; it is common
ly said that the Government does not 
know exactly how many people live 
in the townships, much less how 
many are leaving. 

Though millions of people are still 
nammed into these South African 
ghettos - it is estimated that 'as 
many as four million people live in 
the 40 square miles of Soweto alone 
- even a tiny percentage of middle
class migrants is significant. 

As blacks venture into new territo
ry in search of the South African 
dream of a many-bedroomed house 
with a swimming pool, gardener and 
round-the-clock armed security re-

could live in their chic white house 
with a swimming pool in front. 

Dr. Mgulwa tried to keep a low 
profile. But the family's dog, ner
vous in new surroundings, barked 
throughout the first night. The next 
morning, a sign was posted on their 
gate from the next-door neighbors 
who had yet to greet them. It said, 
"Please make sure your dogs do not 
disturb us." 

The next day, Dr. Mgulwa went to 
a veterinarian to get his dog some 
sedatives. "I didn't want to irritate 
anybody," Dr. Mgulwa said. "It was 
not legal to stay in a white area, and 

Free of the ghetto 
at last, they still 
live with racism. 

sponse, they are leaving behind ex- I thought they would put us out. You 
tended families and testing the pos- don't want to cause trouble." 
sibility of integration in a country A few months later, the neighbors 
where racism was the national poli- moved. 
cy until this year. Others say they, too, feel as if they 

In some places, like the modest are walking on pins and are con
suburbs closest to Soweto, the arriv- stantly being monitored. 
al of blacks has set off white flight to "With some white people, your 
so-called gated communities farther child mustn't cry, your dog mustn't 
out. bark," said Onica Mabiletsa, a 

"They seem to be disappearing," Soweto school administrator who 
Mr. Makhubela said of the white moved from Soweto to a white sub
neighbors he briefly had. "I don't urb with her two children. 
know where they are going. But Mrs. Mabiletsa said that when
there are more of us than of them. ever her children got into the swim
Wherever they disappear, we will be ming pool in her housing complex, 
there, too." the white parents immediately 

In the wealthier suburbs, the few pulled their children out of the pool. 
black pioneers often live in cold iso- "So I told my children to go in and 
lation, some turning to each other for swim first," she said. "When the 
comfort and an extra cup of corn- whites went and found my children 
'meal, some trying to carry out their there, they complained to the man
cultural rituals without interruption agement, which came and cleaned 
and returning to the townships every the swimming pool with chemicals. 
weekend out of homesickness. That is when I moved." 
, Dr. Benjamin Mgulwa, a family The reception in a mostly white 

practitioner who like all urban apartment building in Johannesburg 
blacks had no choice but to live in a • was not much better. If litter is found 
township, moved his family from or excessiv(' noise is reported, the 
Soweto to a v.hite suburb of broad management comes to her first with 
lawns and big houses four years ago. a pointed finger, she said. 

At the time, apartheid prohibited "One day, a piece of tissue paper 
blacks from buying property in was in th(' hall," she said. "It was not 
white areas. Sc he persuaded a white even in front of my door, but the 
sponsor to sign for him so his family caretaker asked me about it. I said, 

'Maybe it was thrown at my chil
dren's school and it somehow flew 
and placed itself where it was.' They 
look at black people as dirty. They 
forget that their houses are clean 
because of black hands." 

The hostility has led her to meet 
coldness with coldness. "You greet 
them, they frown," Mrs. Mabiletsa 
said. "They frown, I frown back. 
Whatever they give, I give it back." 

Many black suburbanites tell of 
the times their neighbors tried to 
hire them as gardeners or maids. 
Gladness Ncobo, a real estate agent, 
was out in her yard planting peren
nials with her grown son when a 
neighbor came and asked if her son 
was available on Saturdays. 

"'I live here,''' Mrs. Ncobo said, 
thinking that would show the neigh
bor that neither she nor her son was 
a servant. ' 

Then the neighbor turned to her 
and asked if she was available on 
Saturdays, she said. 

"'I happen to own the place,''' 
Mrs, Ncobo said she told the neigh
bor. " 'If you ask if I come on Satur
days, I don't k";;;w what you mean.' " 

One of the biggest sources of fric
tion is an old tradition of animal 
killing, considered sacred by some 
African families but frightening to 
their white neighbors. 

On the day he and his family 
moved. into their new white house, 
Dr. Mgulwa bought a sheep and 
slashed its throat in' the driveway 
near the garage where his two Mer-' 
cedes-Benzes were parked. As he did 
so, he called out to his dead father 
and grandparents and the ancestors 
of his wife, Pamela, telling them that 
the family had moved, to welcome 
them to the new home and to ask 
their bleSSings. 

"It's a tradition," Dr. Mgulwa 
said. "I haH~ to do it. I could not 
move without telling the ancestors." 

The sheep was skinned, and its' 
meat was boiled for the homecoming 
feast. There were few repercussions, 
though a white neighbor stared from 
her second-story window during the 
ritual. 

In some ciises, particularly when 
loud or larger animals like goats or 
cows are slaughtered, the neighbors 
call the police and the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to 

stop either the slaughter or the noise. 
S.P.C.A. officials said with some 

frustration that blacks were within 
their rights because of laws protect
ing religious freedom. 

"It's been going on for years," 
said Marcelle Meredith, director of 
the society's office here. "Only now 
it's being brought out of the town
ships and into the white community; 
It never worried whites until it was 
in their sight. Now they worry that 
their children have to see this." 

When the police arrived to stop a 
prominent black musician from kill
ing a cow on his property, the musi
cian told the police they should ar-

,est his white neighbor, too. "Look in 
her refrigerator and you will find a 
ham," the musician said, operating 
on the logic that there was a dead 
animal in each house. 

Though blacks say they move into 
white neighborhoods because they 
want the paved streets, the open 
spaces, and the quiet nights without 
gunfire that white people have, 
some say they miss waking up to the 
sound of their mother tongues and' 
the camaraderie of the townships. 

"In Soweto, you share the good 
and bad," Mrs. Ncobo said. "Here, 
you don't know if your neighbor is 
alive or dead. Then you see the.car 
drive up, and you know that he's 
alive. That's not life." 

The blacks they leave behind in 
the townships have mixed feelings 
about the loss of some of their most 
stable citizens. Some are resentful 
and say black suburbanites should 
have expected hostility. 

"These people want to stay in the 
suburbs next to the white man they 
defied," said Godfrey Moloi, a busi
nessman known as the godfather of 
Soweto. "They look for the white 
people. They want to follow them 
from here to the Sahara. They want 
to sleep in his kitchen. It makes me 
sick." 

But Isaac Mogase, president of the 
Soweto Civic Association, points out 
that many people died or endured 
captivity during the apartheid era so 
that blacks could eventually live and 
wOI'k where they wanted. "I think 
they're entitled," Mr. Mogase said, 
"to enjoy the fruits of the strug~.'~ 
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