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As one hunger strike 
ends another begins 
DURBAN lawyers plan to meet Law 
and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok ear
ly next week to put to him the plight 
of their detained clients and make rep
resentations for their release. 

It is understood they will be making 
representations for, among others, 
the former SRC president at the Uni
versity of Durban-Westville Kovin 
Naidoo, currently undergoing psychi
atric treatment in hospital for the sec
ond time since his detention in June 
last year. 

While detainees in other parts of the 
country begin calling off their hunger 
strike, lawyers in Durban have re
vealed that at least 112 detainees in 
the city are on strike. 

At the week-end, lawyers said that 
they had discovered an earlier hunger 
strike at Westville Prison had been 
called off, and that as far as they 
knew there was no-one in the jail on a 
strike. 

However, at a legal briefing yester
day, they said during visits they had 
made that morning, they discovered 
the detainees had begun a large-scale 
hunger strike on Sunday. They said a 
prison warder haq confirmed that this 
was the case. 

The Prisons Department was asked 
for comment, but' had not replied at 
the time of going to press. 

Many legal representatives acting 
for detainees involved in the strike are 
apparently not yet aware of their cli
ents' protest. 

About 70 lawyers and legal academ
ics attended yesterday's briefing to 
discuss the role of lawyers in relation 
to detainees. 

One of the speakers was the presi
dent of the National Medical and Den-

By CARMEL RICKARD, 
Durban 

tal Association (Namda), Dr Diliza 
Mji. He made a strong appeal for 
doctors and lawyers to work more 
closely together during the detention 
of a client, and not just afterwards. 

He said when lawyers heard allega
tions of torture in detention, they 
should speak to doctors about the 
claim as district surgeons had a duty 
to intervene in such a case. 

Mji said a detainee on hunger strike 
should not be regarded as someone 
trying to commit suicide, but rather 
as someone "making a strong politi
cal statement". 

He urged that detainees should be 
admitted to hospital as soon as they 
lost 10 percent of their body weight 
and that they should be visited regu
larly by medics and by their families_ 

The lawyers passed a resolution ex
pressing solidarity with the attempts 
made by detainees and their legal 
practitioners to secure their release. 

A number of Hindu, Muslim and 
Christian religious organisations as 
well as women's groups, medical 
and legal bodies have been behind the 
growing public protests in Durban 
against the continued detention of 
Emergency detainees. 

This week a petition was presented 
by some of these organisations to the 
British and American consuls in Dur
ban, asking that their governments 
intervene at the highest level to have 
the detainees released and the system 
of detention without trial stopped. 

A 48-hour fast in solidarity with all 
detainees ended in Durban yesterday, 
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and a similar fast is scheduled to end 
in Pietermaritzburg today. 

A special inter-faith service is 
planned for 3pm on Sunday at St Ai
dan's Church, Warwick Avenue. 

Organised by the World Conference 
on Religion and Peace, the service 
will be led by Hindu, Muslim, Chris
tian and Jewish speakers. Special ser
vices are also planned in churches in 
many parts of the country. 

In Durban, Monsignor Paul Nadal, 
vicar general of the archdiocese of 
Durban, called on Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan VI ok to respond 
sympathetically to the church leaders 
he saw yesterday. Nadal also called 
for concerned people to unite them
selves with the detainees in fasting 
and prayer. 

In Cape Town, a vigil and fast will 
begin in St Mary's Catholic Cathedral 
at 7pm lasting until tomorrow 7am. It 
will lle led by Archbishop Stephen 
Naidoo, one of the church leaders 
who attended yesterday's talks with 
Vlok. There will also be a special 
mass every week-day in the cathedral 
culminating on March 12, National 
Detainees'Day. 

Naidoo said this week that the 
"deplorable system of detention with
out trial" had done untold harm to its 
many victims and to the country as a 
whole . 

"The Catholic Church prays for the 
detainees in their suffering and hard
ship and wishes them to know that it 
stands behind them in love and soli
darity. It prays too that the cause of 
peace in this broken country will be 
served by their immediate release." 
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