
June 26, 1977 

Some information on UPCAAR (United People's Campaign Against 
Apartheid and Racism) in Philadelphia. 
UPCAAR was formed last fall and subsumes the older group, 
PCSRSAI (Philadelphia Coalition to Stop the Rhodesian and 
South African Imports). They raised $1700 for Mozambique 
by sho~'ling 0 Povo Organizado. Also they had a Shrapesville 
commemorative event with an A1~C repo 

They put on a series of educationals consisting of 
three film showings on separate nights (Last Grave. Aluta 
Continua, 0 Povo Organizado). They have done this at, 

1. Prisons. 
2. Communities I this was taken up by community groups. 

UPCAAR only had to put on the program and ~mX help wth the 
leaflets, while the community groups did distribution of 
leaflets, publicity, prov ided location. These were con
sidered quite successful. 

~o Trade union program. This program was mainly for 
contacts mn the shops of cadre active in the shops (i,e, 
advanced workers). They found it was important to push 
people in the shops to take up the issue of South Africa 
in their conversations with their co-workers, as well as 
preparing better leaflets. Also, it was important to 
provide something to bring people to. 

4. Now working on a Spanish showing with translation. 
They had a demonstratIon ~ on June 1e concen~ra~ing 

on educational cutbacks in Phildaelphia and on Soweto, 
linked up through the banks. 150 attended, including 
heavy participation of Spanish speaking people due to in
volvement of PSP and other Puerto Rican groups. In their 
demonstrations they have also made links about police 

brutality in Philadelpaba (where it is intense) and S.A. 
UpgAAB is a multinational organization. Most UPCAAR 

members were recruited directly through UPCAAR work ratherc 
than coming in through other organizations which sent them 
to work in UPCAAR. UPCAAR demonstrates its anti-racist 
commitment through activity in support of other struggles 
(struggle over mass transit cutbacks and fare hikes, and 
now especially the anti-cutbacks work especially around 
education~ which leads to people coming to UPCAAR asking 
for their help in defending their neighborhood shhools 
against cutbacks!). Their work throggh community organ
izations is relatively new. They have not yet located any 
white working-class left-oriented community organizations 
although there are some white working-class churches that 
have been helpful; most of their work with whites is 
through trade union work . 

Th~y have been able to wcrk with NSCAR on some things 
(e.g. S6weto demo) but NSCAR has al~ays resisted any broad
ening of issues (e.g. to anti-cutbacks work). NSCAR always 
has tried to limit perspective tonU.S. out of S.A." NS~~ 
also resists ah, anti-corporate focus. 

UPCAAR did a long study of Zimbabwe liberation movements 
and concluded that they couldn't support one leadership over 
another - 2 weeks later Machel set into motion the events 
that lead to formation of Patricotic Front, which they sup-
port. They are sympathetic to ANC but feel they don't understand rel- / 
ationship to Black Consciousness movement well enou~h. . ______________________________________ -J 


