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The Rev. Lawrence E. Witmer, Executive D~rector 

January 13, 1981 

Dear Friend: 

Our Rochester visitation to the Republic of South Africa 
is "on" again and we are writing once more for your interest 
and support. 

The Genesee Ecumenical Ministries (GEM), responding to 
an invitation from Bishop Desmond Tutu and the South African 
Council of Churches, attempted to send a group of Rochesterians' 
to South Africa last summer. Because of alledged procedural 
difficulties (and other reasons) our visas were refused. 

Our friends In South Africa, bitterly disappointed, have 
aggr,essively pursued the matter. They have renewed the invita
tion and have expressed enthusiastic support for the purposes 
of the trip: 

(1) To exchange views and express American Christian 
solidarity with religious people working for 
peaceful change in South Africa. 

(2) To express our solidarity by bringing with us 
a small fund ($5-10,000) for the education of 
Black youth in South Africa through the special 
scholarship programs of the South African Council 
of Churches (SACC). 

(3) To observe the activities of American corporations 
particularly the Rochester based firms Eastman 
Kodak and Xerox -- in the Repub~ic of South Africa. 

(4) To report back to the Rochester community and 
churches what we have seen and heard, and to 
sponsor a series of educational programs to en-
lighten Rochesterians of the situation in South Africa. 

We have been in negotiation with the S.A. consulate in 
New York and are now planning for a May 16 departure. New visa 
~pplications have been submitted. Two new members of the group 
have been elected: Dr. larry Greenfield, President of Colgate 
Rochester/Bexley Hall/Crozer theological Seminary, and Mr. 
William Johnson, President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
Rochester Urban league. 



We are pleased to have these two distinguished Rochesterians on 
the visitation team. 
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We now have to raise additional funds (1) an additional 
$4,000 for plane tickets and expenses, and (2) a fund (see #2 
above) for the scholarship program by which the South African 
Council of Churches assists needy Black students seeking an edu
cation in South Africa (there is no free education for Blacks in 
South Africa). 

A recent conversation with our hosts in Beirut, lebanon, 
indicated that they would greatly appreciate a gift to the scholar
ship fund from the people of Rochester. But we also need the 
additional travel funds for the visiting group. 

We are, therefore, appealing to you for help. We suggest 
that you divide your gift equally for the two purposes. But we 
leave that to your discretion. Checks should be made out to the 
Genesee Ecumenical Ministries and designated for the "South Africa 
Visitation." 

This can be the most significant venture in "people-to-people" 
diplomacy that the Rochester community has experienced. There is 
something we can do from our homes and churches about the situation 
in South Africa! None are free until all are free and a victory 
over racism anywhere contributes to its dethronement everywhere. 

Please consider this opportunity to further the cause of 
racial understanding and world security. Respond generously 
by filling out the erc'osed sheet and sending your check TODAY. 

P.S. 

si:~~~reflY ... t/".;~. /.}' , L~~ if:;;-:. ders~:.·· ~hair . 
Planning Committee 

If you have already given to this project please 
accept again our sincere thanks. You may want 
to make another gift to help us realize these 
new goals, or pass this letter on to a friend who 
may share your concern and generosity. 

r.A. 
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