
M E M 0 RAN DUM 

To: The Rochester Group and South African Hosts 

from: Gayraud S. Wilmore 

December 18, 1980 

This memorandum reflects discussions about the prpposed visit 
in MJY. The most recent discussions with the hosts were held in 
Beirut (Dec. 5-9) with the South African delegation to a confer
ence on theology sponsored by the Middle East Conference of 
Churches (MECC). My thanks to ou~ friends from South Africa who 
tolerated my intrusions on breakfasts and at other informal times 
to pin down some of these details. 

The memo also reflects concurrence by the Rochester group 
with this general outline of the trip. I shared these details 
with the group at a meeting on December 15. We are prepared to 
follo-w a more specific itinerary (specifying morning, afternoon 
and evening activities) as developed in South Africa, based on 
the general plan settled upon at the Beirut meeting. We are 
also submitting new visa applications based upon this plan, un
less immediately directed otherwise by those in South Africa 
who will receive this memo. This means we need to hear from 
you in South Africa as quickly as possible. 

" 

I Purpose a~d Sponsorship 

(1) To exchange views and express American Christian 
solidarity with religious people working for 
peaceful change in South Africa. 

(2) To express our solidarity by bringing with us 
a small fund ($5-10,000) for the education of 
Black youth In South Africa through the special 
scholarship programs of the South African Council 
of Churches (SACC).· 

(3) To observe the activities of American corporations 
particularly the Rochester based firms'Eastman 
Kodak and Xerox --in the Republic of South Africa. 

(4)· To report back to the Rochester community and 
ch.urches what we have seen and heard, and to 
sponsor a series of educational programs to en-
lighten Rochesterians of the situation i~ South Africa. 

The visit will be jointly sponsored by the Genesee Ecumenical 
Ministry, the coalition of churches in the greater Rochester 



area, and Rev. Sam Buti, Clerk of the Synod of the NGK in South 
Africa. (This is a change from our previous S.A. sponsoring 
group, suggested in Beirut and needing to be cleared with Rev. 
Buti and Rev. F. Bill). 

II Itinerary: May 17 - June 7 

1. A one-day stop-over in Geneva to visit the W.C.C. 
Van Beck of the Southern Africa desk agreed in 
Beirut to make arrangements for briefing. 

2. Arrival at Johannesburg Airport on Tuesday, May 19, 
for briefIng by Sam Buti and Charles Le Roux. 

3. Stay in Johannesburg area approximately one week. 
Croup to be split for visits to Soweto, etc. Visits 
to be arranged for SACC, University of South Africa 
in Pretoria, American Embassy, etc. Attempt will 
be made for some member of group to visit B. Naude, 
if possible. SACC will arrange accommodations and 
transport with a driver-aulde. We need an accurate 
estimate of transport and housing/meals cost for 
Johannesburg and the other two segments of the trip. 

4. Beginning the second week: plane to Cape Town. 
Visiting in Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and East 
london for approximately one week. Group will 
splIt when necessary for visits to CrossroadS, 
work places and conversations with corporate 
representatives, University of the Western Cape, 
etc. In Port Elizabeth contact person and guide 
will be John Parsons, Sect. of Regional Council, 
U.C.C. Jim Cochrane will help organize accommodations 
and other visits. We want, In this area, to talk 
with Black workers, Black, Indian, Colored and 
WhIte church members (special arrangements requested 
for our Indian member from Rochester, Prof. Sumati 
Devadutt), detainees and banned people, if possible. 
We will need one full rest day during this week. 

5. Beginning of third week: plane to Durban. We will 
headquarter at the Federal Theological Seminary, 
Pietermaritzb~rg, ahd have transport for daily visits 
out to Durban, etc. We would hope to visit with some 
families in the area and have one day for rest and 
debriefing before departure to New York from Durban. 
Contact persons suggested in Beirut: Or. Bonganjalo 
Goba, Prof. James Moulder, University of Natal, 
Rev. Wesley Mabuza, Rev. Joe Prakasim, Sol Jacobs and 
the R.C. bishop. I hope that Rev. Lubbe wIll share 
this memo with them. 
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III Other Considerations From Beirut Meetings 

1. This will be an interracial group with majority 
non-White. We will expect to split up when 
necessary to have more reliable conversations 
and to experience the reality of South African 
race relations. 

2. Ample time should be available for the group to 
come together for reflection each day. 

3. Biographical information on each visitor will 
be sent tG Rev. Buti. Some members will be pre
pared to give lectures, talks or preach as occasion 
makes possible and useful. 

4. Urgently needed is an estimate of food, housing 
transport costs for twelve people (anticipated 
size of our group) in each place. 

5. AII.:correspondence from now to department will 
be exchanged between Rev. Frank Anderson, chair
person of our Rochester planning committee and 
Rev. Sam Buti. Rev. Anderson's address is: 

United Methodist Chur~~ ot Rochester 
District Center 
610 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14607 

Tel. No. (716) 473-6141 
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Thanks again to all who are helping to make this a reality. 
Thanks to the MECC. We hope to be in South Africa in May, 1981 -
deus volente! 
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