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STRUGGLES ARE CONTINUING ALL OVER THE WORLD BY 
THE OPPRESSED AGAINST THE OPPRESSOR. IT IS ON THIS 
THAT WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORK OF GEORGE HOUSER AND 
THE COMMITTEE, ONE PEOPLE ONE AZANIA. 

THE PRESIDENT AZAPO 
Johannesburg, May 19, 1981 

I n the name of all those in France who oppose apartheid and 
racism, and on behalf of the French Anti-Apartheid Movement , 
we would like to express our warm admiration for the work of 
ACOA in the United States , and in particular for George Houser , 
who helped to create the Committee and has campaigned ever 
since against colonial and racial oppression in Africa . 

Jacques Marchand, President; Antoine Bouillion , 
Secretary General; French Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

I have had the privilege to get to know and work closely with 
George Houser· since the formation of the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment in 1959. . 

We know that his experience and ability is still needed in this 
critical phase of the liberation struggle of the people of Namibia 
and South Africa. 

Abdul Minty, British Anti-Apartheid Movement 

His is a life-long struggle for self-determination and for the 
freedom and dignity of all oppressed people. We salute him for 
his enormous contribution and look forward to continue working 
with him. 

Kadar Asmal, I rish Anti-apartheid Movement 

George Houser has made a staggering contribution to the 
struggles against apartheid , racism and colonialism . His tireless 
work on behalf of Africa has earned him an honored place in the 
history of Afro-Americans relations. 

Trevor Richards, International Secretary 
HART: New Zealand Anti -Apartheid Movement 

with the compliments of 

The International 
Freedom to Publish 

Committee 
of the Association 
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F or good works 
well done 
at home­

CORE 
abroad­

AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE ON 

AFRICA 

May you continue, and in good health 

Margaret and Irvin Dager 

In appreciation 
For your 

Untiring Efforts 
in support 

of Liberation in 
South Africa 

PEACE EDUCATION 
DIVISION 

AMERICAN FRIENDS 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 
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PUBLISHERS 

Edited by 10 Volumes include: 
I too am America The Association for the Study of 

Afro-American Life and History 
A 61 Year Old Non-Profit Organization Historical Afro-American Biographies 

Anthology of Afro-Americans in the Theatre 
The Afro-American in Music and Art 

• New Revised Edition 
• Over 3,200 pages 
• Over 1,880 rare pictures and sketches 

• Size8V2x 11 

The Black Athlete I 
Introduction to Black Literature in America 
History of Afro-Americans in Medicine 

• Library Hardbound 
• ISBN 0-87781-200-4 

In Freedom's Footsteps I 
Afro-Americans in the Civil War 
The Quest for Equality 

I 

DONATION ... 

As A Tribute To George Houser 

I 
I 

- -: 1= ... . .. _-- ........ ------ ....... - ..... -- ...... _ ... -. - --- .............. __ ...... -- ............ _---- ... _--- --. -- -
THE PUBLISHERS AGENCY, INC. HAS AGREED TO PUT 
ASIDE A SPECIAL INVENTORY OF ONE THOUSAND TEN 
VOLUME SETS FOR ACQUISITION BY FRIENDS OF THE 

AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
ON AFRICA 

WE WILL DONATE $25.00 TO liTHE COMMITTEE" FOR 
EVERY SET ORDERED AT $99.50. (50% BELOW THE 
REGULAR RETAIL PRICE). PLEASE SEND ADDITIONAL 
$6.00 TO COVER MAILING AND HANDLING. KINDLY 
USE ORDER COUPON AND FORWARD YOUR REMITTANCE 
OF $105.50. IF ORDER COUPON IS NOT AVAILABLE 
PLEASE WRITE AND SPECIFY THAT A DONATION OF 
$25.00 IS TO BE MADE TO liTHE COMMITTEE II IN 
YOUR NAME WHEN SENDING PAYMENT. THANK YOU. 
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To order by mail send coupon to: 
The Publishers Agency, Incorporated 
Publishers, Distributors & Exporters 
1411 Ford Road, Cornwells Heights, PA 19020 

Name ________________________ __ 

Address _____________________ _ 

City ________ State. ____ .J..JZip, __ _ 

o Check Enclosed 

o Money Order Enclosed 



HELP 
AFRICARE 

HELP 
• Food 
• Water 
• Health Care 
• Emergency aid to refugees 

IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN RURAL AFRICA 
Call: (202) 462-3614 

or write: Africare, 1601 Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20009 

SEND YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION TODAY 

His colleagues in 
AFRICA TODAY ASSOCIATES 

salute 

GEORGE HOUSER 
for 

28 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO AFRICAN LIBERATION 
as 

DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON AFRICA 
and express our gratitude for his continuing service as a member 

and the current chairman of our board. 
In that position he has helped, since 1967, to maintain AFRICA TODA Y's reputation, 

established during Its first twelve years as ACOA's own publication, 
as a leading Journal of commentary and researcb on contemporary African affairs. 

George W. Shepherd, Jr., Tilden J. LeMelle, editors and associates, 
James Scarritt, Akbarali H. Thobhani, Richard Lapchick, associates 

Edward A. Hawley, executive editor 
publishers of 

AFRICA TODAY 
c/o Graduate School of International Studies 

University of Denver 
Denver CO 80208 

Four issues per year: Individuals $10, Institutions $15, students $7.50 
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We think 
George 

is great! 
Ping and Carol Ferry 

The GUARDIAN RADICAL 
NEWSWEEKLY salutes 

George Houser 
for his dedication 

to African Liberation. 
For four FREE issues of the GUARDIAN-the paper that 
builds the people's movement-write Guardiart, Dept. 
AC, 33 W. 17th St., New York. N.Y.IOOIl. 

Salute to a staunch leader in the struggle 
from the comrades of 

Episcopal Churchmen for South Africa 
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Southern Africa 

Subscribe Now 
Please enter my subscription to Southern Africa magazine for : 

o 1 year at $10.00 0 2 years at $18.00 

o sustainer at $30.00 per year 

I understand that if I subscribe for more than one year now, 
you will send me free, South Africa and U.S. Multi-national Cor­
porations. 

send to: Southern Afri ca Committee, 17 W. 17th Street , New York, NY 
10011 

We Salute 

GEORGE HOUSER 

Paul M. Sweezy 
Bobbye Ortiz 

Harry Magdoff 
Jules Geller 

MONTHLY REVIEW PRESS 
MONTHLY REVIEW 



Compliments of 

Stewart, Benjamin & Brown, p.e. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

310 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

Services Provided 

Accounting • Auditing • Taxation 
Management Services 

(212) 867-9024 
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BEST WISHES! 
Metro NY Project Equality 

Support EEO/ AA with purchasing power 

Many of the tremendous advances toward political, cultural, 
and economic independence by all the peoples of Africa owe 
much to the untiring and devoted efforts of the executive Direc­
tor of the ACOA, George Houser, to whom we pay a well 
deserved tribute tonight. 

Leonard C. Cartwright Dr. Marguerite Cartwright 

Dear George , 

With respect and admiration for you and your work. 
Also pleasant memories of over 30 years ago. 

Sincerely , 
Dr. Paul L. Munson 

"Well done, good and 
faithful servant. " 

Walter W. Haines 

In appreciation of George Houser's dedication and devotion 
to the cause of genuine friendship and 'understanding between 
the peoples of Africa and the United States. The struggle con­
tinues and it is good to know that we are still together. 

Herbert Shore 

You have enriched my life Considerably. 

Winifred Clapp 

Congratulations and Best Wishes! 

Roger S. Clapp 

With admiration and gratitude for your 
example of preserverance and courage 

over the years. God bless you. 

Rev. Paul Moore, Jr. 
Bishop of New York 

Your unswerving dedication towards ensuring 
the freedom and human rights for all has served 
as a standard of excellence to be followed. 

Mildred Robbins Leet 
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George Houser has made an enormous contribution to efforts 
in the United States directed towards African freedom . We 
know his personal commitment will not cease until all of Africa is 
free . Congratulations , George , for your work and your example 
over these years! 

THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE 

Nubian Conservatory of Music will grant Mus.B. A 
Music College for Minority students. Begins 1983. 

773-1652, 233 Winthrop St. Brooklyn 11225 

George, we salute you and Jean as friends, 
neighbors, and untiring champions of and 
contenders for human liberation . 

DRS. MARGARET AND CHARLES LAWRENCE 

Those of us who believe in justice and freedom for all people 
should be deeply grateful to George Houser. George's quiet 
diplomacy, political intuition and dogged courage have earned 
him respect with Americans and Africans alike. 

Sophia Y. Jacobs 

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF 
WILLIS LOGAN 

Africa Committee 

With gratitude for your always being there to identify the 
priOrity and then stimulating the necessary action. The amount 
of reliable information you have disseminated to counteract the 
misinformation frequently found in the press has been ap­
preciated by activists throughout the country . 

Ethel Sanjines 

Best Wishes to a fine son of humanity and 
a staunch friend of the African People 

ABU BAKR 

I think of George Houser as one of the most 
creative and useful persons of our generation. He 
has made a difference, because of his deep concern. 

Helen M. Beardsley 



Best wishes to our friend and neighbor. 

Dr. & Mrs. Glenn W. Patterson 

In my fifteen years as NGO representative for Lutheran 
World Federation , George Houser was my great support 
in my purpose to serve the cause of Namibia-and I am 
deeply grateful to him . 

Henriette Lund 

Best Wishesl 
George Bollag 

In unassuming, dedicated service to the cause of justice and 
freedom in Africa , George Houser is one of the great men of our 
generation . For all the years since the founding of ACOA I have 
known and often worked with him . Congratulations , George , 
and please continue to interest yourself in ACOA! 

WINIFRED COURTNEY 

To George: 
A Luta Continua 
For another 28 years in struggle. 

Paul Irish and Susan Duprey 

Safiri Salaama, George. 
David and Marylee Wiley 

George Houser's character and commitment have 
been an inspiration and a good to us. 

Evelyn and Marvin Rich 

Long ago, George realized that the right for freedom had to 
be worldwide and that the Third World nations, particularly 
Africa, needed counsel from people sympathetic to their cause 
and needs . George Houser has provided that sage counsel. 

Jacob Sheinkman, Secy. Treas . ACTWU - AFL-CIO 

Best wishes to George Houser. 

Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO 

With appreciation 
Irving and Evelyn Wolfe 

To continued work and commit­
ment for a free southern Afica . 

Betsy and Bill Landis 

Our thanks to George 
for a job well done. 

Robert S. Browne 

Steadfast African support and complete understanding and 
union with Africa 's struggle for freedom to us spells GEORGE 
HOUSER and the American Committee on Africa. We take 
pride in our association over the years with George and our 
former student (Betsy Storey). 

Harrop & Ruth Freeman 

Thanks , George, for the many sparks you lighted over 
28 years . May they become a blaze for freedom and 
justice over Africa and the USA. 

A Luta Continua! 
Eileen Hanson & Charlie Thomas 

In appreciation of George Houser, whose cause is no­
ble and whose career is "making a difference ." 

Paul Munson 

"If I could give to only one benevolence, I'd 
send it to the American Committee on Africa!" 

-Helen Hunting Smith 

Amy O. Welcher 



A Tribute To George Houser 

June 17, 1981 

PROGRAM 

Hon. William H. Booth, President - American Corcmittee on Africa 

Peter M::>lotsi i Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 

Elizabeth Landis - Vice President, American Committee on Africa 

David Houser 

James Fanner 

O1et Washington - actor ,singer, film-maker - President, Paul Ibbeson 
Productions. 
Debbie Lapidus, acronpanist 

Peter Weiss - President, American Oommittee on Africa 1962-1972 

Frank Montero - O1ainnan, The Africa Fund 

Mustafa Sam, Deputy Representative, Organization of African Unity 
Mission to the United Nations 

Ossie Davis & Ruby Dee 

Gil Fernandez 

African National Congress (South Africa) representative 

'Olatunji - Drummers and Dancers 

Moses Garoeb, Administrative Secretary, South West African 
People's Organization - S~O of Namibia 

George Houser film 

Presentation to George Houser by Jennifer Davis, the next 
Executive Director of the American Oommittee on Africa 

George Houser 

198 Broadway, Fourth Floor, New York, N.Y. 100381 (212) 962-1210 .... 



A Tribute to George Houser 
June 17, 1981 

Special Supplement 

It is difficult to pay a fitting tribute to George Houser. a man who has 
done so much for so many around the world . It is true that he has. over 
the years. become synonymous with ACOA and ACOA with the struggle 
for liberation in Africa. 

I have known George Houser since 1961 when I first went to the 
United States as Chief Representative of the National Democratic Party . 
My association with him as abided since then . We have worked together 
during the ZAPU days (1962-1963) and then dUring the ZANU days 
(1963 to the present). 

No problem was ever too small or too big. He worked untiriingly for 
the liberation of the whole of Africa and I am convinced that he will con­
tinue to do so . George Houser has two more independence celebrations 
to attend and bear witness to Windhoek and Pretoria I I want to hope that 
he will see thiS in hiS life-time . 

It is a pity I cannot attend thiS occasion but. believe me, Illy thoughts 
will be with you as you salute one of mankind's beautiful human beings 

Allow me to say , on behalf of myself and my wife . ZAN U (PF) and the 
Government of Zimbabwe- " Thank you , George. ' 

E. J. M. Zvobgo. Minister of Local Government and Housing 
ZIMBABWE 

OUR BEST TO GE ORG E 

Sandy Boyer 
Alice Brown 
Judith Burgess 
Jennifer Davis 
Bhagwatie Dwarika 
Paul Irish 
Annie King 
Richard Knight 
Dumisani S. Kumalo 
Richard Leonard 
Gail Morlan 
Joshua Nessen 
William Robinson 
Tholakele B. Shange 

We look back to the many years as common endeavor between 
our two offices. We appreciate the assistance you have 
rendered in educating the people of the United States toward a 
better understanding of the just struggle of the people of 
Africa. We are proud of the contribution you, a United 
Methodist minister, have made. 

United Methodist Off ice for the 
United Nations 
777 U.N . Plaza 

New York , NY 10017 

.,. 

From the onset. I must express my deepest regret that It shall not be 
possible for me to be in New York for the planned event to pay tribute to 
George Houser on his retirement from active service on behalf of the 
American Comillittee on Africa . 

However. I know I am expressing the views of my colleagues in the 
leadership of the African National Congress and of all the members of 
our organisation that the retirement of George Houser from active service 
of the African Committee on Africa will indeed leave a gap that will be 
hard to fill. George has been intimately known to all the leaders of the 
National Liberation Movements in Africa as a tireless campaigner in the 
USA in support of the oppressed African people . 

Indeed. even as our brothers in thiS continent finally achieve their 
goal of independence George Houser knew that the next step following 
formal political independence. the one of economic and social regenera­
tion, still called for the committed support of all the friends and allies of 
the newly independent peoples. He therefore contillued hiS contacts with 
the leaders of newly independent states . 

The services which the American Committee on Africa is rendering the 
struggles of the peoples of South Africa and Nambla can never be 
overestimated . In the background of the continued violation by the ruling 
circles of tKe United States of America of all internallonal resolutions 
designed to support the struggles of the oppressed peoples of these 
countries. the contribution of groups such as the American Committee 
on Africa cannot. but be deeply appreciated . 

We have no doubt that even alter retirement , George Houser will con ­
tinue to place his rich experience at the disposal of the American Com­
mittee on Africa . 

Sincerely 
Alfred Nzo , Secretary-General. 

African National Congress . 

It is my honor and pleasure to join with your many friends 
and associates in paying tribute to you for your unique and 
outstanding contribution, your selfless devotion and your untir­
ing efforts for the cause of African Freedom, indeed for the 
freedom of all oppressed people. Over the years we have 
shared many trying and valuable experiences and a warm and 
rewarding association. On behalf of myself and other officers of 
our organization I extend best wishes for your continued good 
health, and look forward to many more years of your continued 
contributions, knowing full well that your retirement will not 
deter you from the cause. 

Cleveland Robinson, Secy. Treas. District 65, u.A. W. 
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Statements to George . ... 

I wish I could be with you all at this celebration However. I expect to 
be with many other old friends of George in Salisbury. Zimbabwe and 
later on at the OAU conference in Nairobi, Kenya and you may be sure 
that the celebration, like the struggle, will continue. 

Perhaps the most meaningful expression of appreciation for George's 
work occured when his daughter Marty visited Africa. In country after 
country African leaders treated Marty as their own child and doors were 
open to her which were open to few other visitors. George, on the other 
hand, feels privileged to have been able to make some contribution to 
the cause of freedom ouring this great period of African history. 

Bill Sutherland, Co-founder, Americans for South African Resistance 

I first met George in 1962 when his daughter Marty and I were 
students at Antioch College. She and I organized an Antioch Southern 
Africa Committee and George helped us created some indelible memories 
like Vinnie Burrows doing her one person show one evening at Antioch 
to raise money for the South African liberation struggle. 

It was my privilege to work with George- always challengingly- both 
in the early 70's and the late 70's. It was my privilege, as it has been 
his, to have known and worked with some of those who have hewn out 
in verse and deed some of Africa's finest pages of history. 

It is with appreciation and respect for George- always challeng­
ingly- both in the early 70's and the late 70's. It was my privilege, as it 
has been his, to have known and worked with some of those who have 
hewn out in verse and deed some of Africa's finest pages of history 

It is with appreciation and respect for George's unswerving 
perserverance on behalf of African peoples that I extend him my per­
sonal congratulations and thanks for the long enduring model he has 
provided for the rest of us to follow as we act in support of the struggle 
in South Africa. 

Prexy Nesbitt, Programme Secretary, 
Commission on the Programme to Combat Racism. 

World CounCil of Churches 

It is difficult to accept that George Houser will be retiring from his post 
as Executive Director of the American Committee on Africa because of 
his many years of service in the cause of African liberation through that 
position. We know that although you are today marking his retirement. 
no one who knows George will expect him to retire from his personal 
dedication and activities for the total eradication of colonialism and apar­
theid in Southern Africa. 

I have had the privilege to get to know and work closely with George 
Houser since the formation of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in 1959. He 
has always been ready and keen to help whenever we approached him to 
help on specific issues and has on numerous occasions acted as an in­
formal representative in the USA of anti-apartheid groups based in 
Europe 

It has been a great pleasure to have worked closely with George over 
so many years and to count him as a friend in greeting him today. upon 
his retirement. we know that his experience and ability is still needed in 
this critical phase of the liberation struggle of the people of Namibia and 
South Africa. We wish George good health and a long life and are certain 
that he will remain as active as before in the cause of African freedom. We 
are not able to be physically with you today but our thoughts are with you. 

Abdul Minty, British Anti-Apartheid Movement 

Anyone who is involved in human rights activities can never retire. We 
know that is so with our dear friend George. Although George will be 
vacating his position at the ACOA he can never vacate his position as 
defender of human rights and as a vigorous supporter of the oppressed 
people of South Africa. 

As George will not now be handling the day to day business at the 
ACOA we hope he will have a lot of time to develop his special expertise 
to support our cause for justice and equality. 

We shall be seeing you again George. 

Sam Ramsamy, CHAIRMAN 
SAN-ROC, South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee 

Every once in a while a long distance runner enters the race for justice 
and keeps on running all of his life in pursuit of that objective. Those 
who remain in the race month after month, year after year, decade after 
decade are rare individuals. ACCESS, the anti-apartheid sports coalition 
of which ACOA is a founding member, salutes George Houser for the 
race he has run, for his integrity, dedication, courage and lifelong com­
mittment. Even though George is leaving ACOA, the race is still in pro­
gress and we know George will still be in it. 

We thank you, George, and wish you all the best in whatever form 
your new life takes. 

Richard Lapchick National Chairperson. ACCESS 
The American Coordinating Committee for Equality in Sport and Society 

GRATEFUL FOR YOUR LIFELONG STRUGGLE INCAUSE OF FREEDOM 
BOTH NATIONAL AND INDIVIDUAL. 

MICHAEL SCOTT 

GEORGE, 

Your Efforts for FREEDOM and Justice in Southern Africa will always be 
Remembered. 

CLERGY & LAITY CONCERNED 
198 BROADWAY 

N . Y, N. Y. 1 0035 

-----,.....---



Sponsors 
INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 

Mr. & Mrs . David Anderson 
Helen M. Beardsley 
George Bollag 
Julian Bond 
Zelma C. Brandt 
Robert S. ·Browne 
Drs . Leonard C. and Marguerite Cartwright 
Mr . & Mrs . Roger S. Clapp 
Winifred F. Courtney 
Anne L. Crane 
Edwin L. Crosby 
George M. Daniels 
Jennifer Davis 
Robert Delson 
Verna J. Dozier 
Susan Duprey and Paul Irish 
Joann Everett 
W. H. & Carol B. Ferry 
Mr. & Mrs . E. J. Francis 
Douglas A. Fraser 
Harrop and Ruth Freeman 
Mary Kristine Garvey 
Susan and Edmund Gordon 
Mrs . S. B. Grimson 
Gunnel-Buck Family 
Walter W. Haines 

ORGANIZATIONAL SPONSORS 

African-American Institute 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 

President Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere 

CO-CHAIRS 

Ruby Dee Moe Foner 

Homer A. Jack 
Sophia Yarnall Jacobs 
William Johnston 

M. William Howard 

Josephine Buck-Jones and Family 
Thomas Karis 
Roger S. Kuhn 
Jonathan Kwitny 
Elizabeth Landis 
William Landis 
Drs . Margaret M. and Charles R. Lawrence 
Mildred Robbins Leet 
Henriette Lund 
Carolyn Mcl ntyre 
John A. Marcum 
Lorna Scheide Milgram 
William and Ruth Minter 
Frank C. Montero 
Rt. Rev. Paul Moore , Jr. 
Eileen Hanson and Charlie Thomas 
Mr. & Mrs . Richard Hasbrouck 
Tom Hayden 
Lawrence and Muriel Henderson 
Frank W. Herriott 
John L. S. Holloman, Jr. , M.D. 
Proctor and Eloise Houghton 
Gail Morlan 

Bernard Muganda 
Annette Mulry , M.M. 
Dr. P. L. Munson 
Anton Nelson 
Elizabeth E. Owens 
Dr. & Mrs . Glen W. Patterson 
Mike Pratt 
Evelyn and Marvin Rich 
Riverside Black Caucus and Friends 
David Robinson 
Ethel M. Sanjines 
Frederick A. O. Schwarz , Jr . 
Stanley K. Sheinbaum 
Herb Shore 
Naomi Smith 
Tim Smith 
Morton and Esther Stavis 
Charlie and Mary Lou Swift 
Dr. Hillery C. Thorne , Sr. 
Peter and Cora Weiss 
Amy O. Welcher 
David Wiley 
Marylee Wiley 
Irving and Evelyn Wolfe 
Harold M. Orton 
Anne M. Orton 

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union, AFL-CIO 
Jack Sheinkman , Secretary-Treasurer 

Industrial Union Department, AFL-CIO - Howard D. Samuel , President 
Lutheran World Ministries 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. , Africa Off ice 
Organization of African Unity American Committee on Africa and Africa Fund Staff 

District 1199, National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees , 
R.W.D.S.U., AFL-CIO 
District 65, U. A. W. -Cleveland Robinson , Secretary-Treasurer 
Embassy of Algeria, Washington , D.C. 
Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Special Thanks 

Phelps-Stokes Fund - Franklin H. Williams, President 
United Church Board for Homeland Ministries 
United Methodist Office for the United Nations 
Reformed Church in America 

Special Thanks : My hearty and deep gratitude to the generous sponsors and to the many outside the staff who have made contributions to this program. 
The performing artists have given their time and talent ; individual trustees of the Africa Fund have underwritten the cost of the reception; Rev . Don Harrington has 
granted us the use of facilities at the Community Church ; Herb Yavel has contributed talents and services to the promotion of the event ; Kit Wilhelm , tireless and 
most capable secretary ; Lynn Goodwin and Steve Durland , responsible for the printed program ; Isabel Cintron took lime out of her busy schedule to swell attend­
ance ; and all others who stepped into the breach at critical moments . 

with love, Raphael Gould, Coordinator 

The cover portrait of George Houser is the work of Bob Ziering . We are grateful for his outstanding contribution. In the fall of 1981 , there will be a one man show of 
his at the gallery of the Society of Illustrators 128 E. 63 51. , beginning on Thurs . Ocl. 1. 
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In appreciation 

Additional Sponsors 
Ethel M, Houser 
Fred Novy 
George H Hogle M,D 
Gary & Kathleen Watkin s 
Margaret HQuser Becker' 

Mr & M, s W H McPher SOil 

Robert SPotter 
M~ 3 Mrs , Clayt::;n L WC1liin 
Martha Mouser Noble 
Henry Paul Heuse r 

of your tireless efforts 1---- ---'---------1, 
I am p roud o f m y son an d his ded ic at ion 10 the cause 

over the last 27 years o f thetreedom m o ';em ents in Afri cfl H:sderJi" _,':(.r, 
and committment have accompiished rru_h ana I 

h I b · f d am confident that th e fut ure will b r in9, about lastin g to e p flng ree om peace and just i ce to all countries (I f A f ri ca, 

and justice 
to Africa 

Washington Off ice on 
Africa 

Ethel M. rlouser 

We send o w greetings fo r J un e 17th to 
George M, Houser and to Jea n, his wife 

AX NELSO N 

It is an honor to pay t r ibute to George Houser on his 
retirement. H is achievements with the Amer ican 
Committee on Africa make us all proud . 

PRAISE TO GEORGE HOUSER 
AS HE FIGHTS ANEW, 

THE OLD BATTLES 

INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES 



Best Wishes 

Ossie and Ruby 

Ann Morrissett Davidon 

"DON'T LOOK BACK CAUSE 
SOMEONE'S ALWAYS GAINING 
ON YOU." 

SATCHEL PAIGE 

BOB EDGAR 

We would like to express our great 

admiration and respect to George. 

Lisl and Anthony Standen 

Congratulations 

H. & D. Kadane 

Eva Hamlin Miller 
Studio 

1412 S. Benbow Rd. 
Greensboro, NC. 27406 



Perry-Butler 
Environmental 
Design Inc. 
245 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10016 
212 0686 03848 

Environmental & 
Interior Designers 
Urban & Regional Planners 

Julius G. Perry & 
Associates, 
Architects 

245 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10016 
212 0686 03848 

BEST WISHES 
Wm. J. Hunter 

CONSTRUCTION 
AND 

DEVELOPMENT 
CORP. 

215 Lexington Avenue/2 Park 
Avenue 

New York City 10016 

WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS 
AND 

BEST WISHES 
FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE AND 
AID FUND 

FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA 

CANON JOHN COLLINS , PRESIDENT 
Amen Court , London , EC4M 7BX 

KENNETH N. CARSTENS 
PAT O'BRIEN 

I.D.A.F. in the U.S.A. 
P.O. Box 17 
Cambridge , MA 02138 

WILFRID GRENVILLE-GREY 
CHERYL DANLEY 

I.D.A.F. Office at the U.N. 
777 United Nations Plaza , Room 1 
New York, NY 10017 



In grateful 
appreciation for 
service rendered 

Africa Office: General Board of 
Global Ministries United 

Methodist Church 

WILPF members around the coun­
try join in saluting George Houser 
for his outstanding work and dedica­
tion to the struggle for freedom and 
peace. 

u.s. Section 

Women 's International League 
for Peace and Freedom 

Very best wishes 
to George Houser 
whose great works 

we have admired for 
more than 25 years. 

Nat and Lotte Hoffman 

African Heritage Studies Association 
joins others throughout the world in 
acknowledging the contribution to the 
African struggle made by our gallant war­
rior George Houser. 

Dr. Leonard J~ffries, President 
Dr. t~helby Lewis, Vice President 



WORKInG 
PAPERS~~EW 

SOCIETY 

Working Papers 

Salutes George Houser 

For a sample copy of Working 
Papers magazine send $1.00 to: 
186 Hampshire Street, 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

To George: We are proud to call you brother 
Martha and Glenn 
Margaret and Max 

Henry and Marjoree 

thank you for the 
good work, George 

Greensboro Justice Fund Inc. 
853 Broadway Rm. 1912 

NYC, 10003,212 254-4695 

With respect and appreciation 

Sue & Ed Gordon 
and Family 

BEST WISHES TO 
GEORGE HOUSER 

United Church of Christ 
Commission for Racial 

Justice 

Your foresight, persistance, 
moral and physical courage 
against heartbreaking odds 
has advanced the cause of 
Justice in Africa. 
The good you have done is 
truly unmeasurable-
we love you for it. 
Thank God for people like you! 

Z. C. Brandt 

INsmUTE FCin 
GLOBAL EDUCATION 

25 SHElDON S.E 

GRAND RAPIDS. MICHIGAN 49503 

616454-1642 

Greetings and Best Wishes to a 
fine human being, George Houser 

Fay Bennett & Rowland Watts 
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VICTOR GOTBAUM 
Executive Director 

ElAI N E ESPEUT 
Secretary 

AURTHUR TIBAlDI 
Treasurer 

LI lLiAN ROBERTS 
Associate Director 

We join in hailing the remarkable 
contributions of George Houser to 

the cause of African and World freedom. 
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My years with the American Committee on Africa 
by George Houser 

Not long ago, a friend with whom I had been out of contact for 
many years, called me and early in the conversation asked, 
"What are you doing these days, George?" I replied that I was 
workil:6 with the American Committee on Africa. "Still?" he ex­
claimed. 

His question reminded me of a story I was told when visiting 
Botswana in 1978. I saw an old friend, a lawyer, active for years 
in the African National Congress with whom I had been arrested 
in South Africa in 1954. In that year I made my only trip to 
South Africa, and late one evening went for a ride in Port 
Elizabeth with this man and another. Both of them were banned 
at the time so our meeting was considered a "gathering," and we 
were all detained. I was questioned by the police for more than an 
hour and released. 

My lawyer friend reported to me in 1978 that he had recently 
had dealings with the South African police in relation to a case he 
was handling, and found himself talking to the same officer who 
had arrested us some 25 years before. At the end of the conversa­
tion, the police officer asked, "Whatever happened to that white 
American that was picked up with you many years ago?" My 
friend replied, "He is still at it!" 

Yes, I am still at it, and now is an appropriate time to explain 
why. Why have I stayed with this work for so many years? 
Because I believe in it. I believe in the struggle for freedom and 
independence whether in Africa, or in the United States, or in 
Latin Am,erica, or any other part of the globe. It represents one 
outreach of my religious faith. I have always felt drawn to sup­
port this struggle, and it was as natural for me to want to do 
something to support the Defiance Campaign of South Africa in 
1952, as it was to organize "sit-ins" in restaurants that 
discriminated or to violate Jim Crow laws in interstate travel in 
the southern part of the United States. Although I have not had 
occasion to say so publicly many times, I have conceived of my 
work with the American Committee on Africa in support of the 
liberation struggle in Africa as a part of my ministry. 

Why have I stayed with this work over the years? Because I 
have been fortunate to be part of a great era in the history of the 
times in which we live. I have been associated with the 
movements which have brought immense changes about in 
Africa. The FLN and Polisario movements in north Africa, are 
not meaningless names to me that I read in the newspaper. I 
know something of their struggle in Algeria and now in the 
Western Sahara from first hand. I witnessed the campaign of the 
CPP (Convention People's Party) under Nkrumah's leadership 
which led to the independence of Ghana in 1957. I recall the thrill­
ing moment at the second All African People's Conference held in 
Tunis, January 1960 when the announcement was made that the 
Belgian Congo would be independent in six months. Regardless 
of the tragedy which surrounded the Congo at a later point, one 
cannot forget the exultation that followed that brief announce­
ment. I attended the founding conference of the Organization of 
African Unity in Addis Ababa in May 1963 when virtually all the 
presidents of the then independent countries of Africa gathered 
and set up their organization in the midst of great hope. I was in 
Zimbabwe in February 1980 in the period leading up to the elec­
tions which brought independence to that ravaged land and a 
great victory for the people of Zimbabwe. 

I have known the leaders of these groups, some of them in­
timately. I recall meeting Tom Mboya when he was only 25 years 
of age and president of the Kenya Federation of Labor. His coun­
try was still several years from independence when he arrived in 
New York to undertake, under our auspices, a speaking tour 
around the United States. Kenneth Kaunda, now president of 
Zambia, stayed in my home and in the home of my parents in 
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President Kenneth Kaunda and George Houser State House , Zambia , March 25. 1981 

California while on a trip around the U.S. speaking about the 
struggle in then Northern Rhodesia. Julius Nyerere came to New 
York in the mid-fifties as a petitioner before the United Nations. 
All of us who had contact with him at that time recognized his 
unusual leadership. It came through to us clearly in the many 
sessions we had, sitting in the parlor of friends, discussing with 
him the struggle for independence in Tanganyika and in other 
parts of Africa. 

By accident, I met Eduardo Mondlane in the Rome airport and 
rode on the plane with him all the way to Dar es Salaam when he 
was the newly elected president of Frelimo. Eduardo told me he 
had just been to East Germany and among other things had 
received the gift of hundreds of cameras for use by their people in 
the field. Then he quickly asked if ACOA could get them a land 
rover which they badly needed for transportation purposes in 
Tanzania. I jokingly responded, "Oh yes, we'll get a land rover 
for you in exchange for one camera." A year later I was in Dar es 
Salaam and saw Eduardo. The land rover had arrived and was 
already in use. Eduardo ask,-<\ o.,~ nf h;s comrades to see me off 
at the plane and just before 1 was to leave, t~s representative 
thrust a camera into my hand. I had completely forgotten that 
part of our conversation. 

I remember meeting Sam Nujoma when he came to New York 
from then South West Africa as the newly elected president of 
SWAPO. I met Oliver Tambo in September 1954 in South Africa. 
He accompanied me on something of a tourist visit to the Crown 
Mines on a Sunday afternoon where "tribal dancing" was taking 
place. We sat in the stand to watch the performance and sudden­
ly Tambo said, "I will have to wait for you outside. I am under 
ban, and this is a gathering. I'll see you when you come out." I 
too, left the performance. 

I remember the overwhelming sense of tragedy on hearing of 
the assassination of Amilcar Cabral. I remember as clearly what I 
was doing when this word reached me as I had a few years earlier 
when news arrived of the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King. Tragedies have certainly accompanied the 
struggle. I have known many who have been killed or have lost 
their lives over the years-Lumumba, Mboya, Mondlane, Olym­
pio, Cabral, Moyo, Chitepo, and many others. The tragedy of 
their deaths, the loss of their leadership is something that I have 
felt deeply and personally. 

Why have I stayed with ACOA so long? Undoubtedly because 
of the excitment as well. Africa has presented a constantly chang­
ing picture, offering innumerable challenges. In 1967 a group of 
us tried to fly into Namibia without South African visas and were 
turned back in mid-air by order of the South African police as we 
neared the capital of Windhoek. We had more excitment than we 
needed when our two small planes almost ran out of fuel over the 
Botswana desert. In 1979 I had the thrilling experience of cross-



ing several hundred miles of the Sahara desert from Algeria to 
the Atlantic in Polisarlo land rovers through areas contested with 
Morocco. In 1980, at the time of the elections in Zimbabwe (then 
Rhodesia) I went there to act as an international observer of the 
elections. Some of my companions and I were apprehended at 
gunpoint by the security forces of the Rhodesian military in the 
Chiota Tribal Trust Land because we were in the company of 
some "supposed terrorists" from ZANU-PF. In 1973 I accom­
panied the P AIGC into the liberated zones of Guinea Bissau 
visiting their schools, their people's stores and a village out of 
which they had just driven the Portuguese troops. Not that my 
life has been a succession of such experiences, but because of 
them I have felt so much a part of what was taking place. 

Why have I worked with ACOA for so long? Because of the 
companionship of committed people with whom I have worked. 
It is true of organizations attached to any great cause that there 
are people giving themselves so the work can be advanced. The 
American Committee on Africa has been no exception. My com­
rades in this work have put in long hours at meager pay. I think 
that even in the midst of many frustrations they have found their 
reward in knowing we were part of a great cause and have been 
strengthened by a few satisfying successes. This companionship 
has strengthened me in the cause also. 

Working with the American Committee on Africa has been a 
good wav tp spend a significant portion of my life, and I am glad 
that I can continue in this work. By leaving my position as ex­
ecutive director I am not quitting the work itself, but will con­
tinue to find ways to support the ongoing struggle for freedom 
and independence in Africa, in the United States, and throughout 
the world. . 

Prime Minister Robert Mugabe with George Houser 
Prime Minister's Office . Zimbabwe . April 2 1981 

In grateful appreciation for services rendered. 
Isaac Bivens, Africa Office 

General Board of Global Ministries 

United Methodist Church 

The Gordon Chorale: Ode for St. 
Cecelia-Handel. Sunday June 28, 
1981, 5 :45, Carnegie Recital Hall 154 
W. 57th St. N.Y. Admission $7 .00 
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George Houser 
His Personal Chronology 

1916 
1919 

1934 

1935 

1938 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1947 

1952 

1954 

1955 

1958 

1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 

1964 

1967 

1973 

1973 

1975 
1979 

1980 

Personal 

1942 
1944 
1945 
1955 
1958 

Born June 2, in Cleveland , Ohio . 
Accompanied parents to the Philippines where they 
served as missionaries. 
Graduated high school , Berkeley, CA; enrolled Col­
lege of the pacific . 
Exchange student, Lingnan University, Canton , 
China . 
Graduated U. of Denver; entered Union Theological 
Seminary, NY . 
Sentenced to a year and a day in Danbury Federal 
Correctional Institution for refusing to register for 
the Draft. 
Attended Chicago Theological Seminary ; became 
Fellowship of Reconciliation Youth Secretary for the 
Chicago Metropolitan Area . 
Founder of the Congress of Racial Equality with 
James Farmer . First large sit- in for racial equal ity 
takes place on Chicago 's South Side . 
First Freedom Ride into the South ; author , " Erasing 
the Color Line, " co-author , " We Challenged Jim 
Crow . " 
Americans for South African Resistance organized to 
support the Defiance Campaign of the African Na­
tional Congress . 
First trip to Africa including South Africa ; prohibited 
by British from entering East Africa. 
Executive Director of American Committee on Africa 
which grew out of Americans for South African 
Resistance . 
Attended first All African Peoples Conference, 
Accra. 
Attended All African Peoples Conference , Tunis . 
Attended All African Peoples Conference , Cairo. 
Went into rebel territory in northern Angola. 
Attended opening of the Organization of African 
Unity, Addis Ababa . 
Atten·ded independence celebrations in Malawi and 
Zambia. 
South African government prevents landing at 
Windhoek, Namibia . 
South African government refuses use of 1 st visa 
issued for Namibia by the UN Council. 
Traveled into liberated area of Guinea-Bissau with 
PAIGC. 
First trip to Mozambique. 
Traveled with Polisario across Western Sahara; 
guest of Algerian government at celebration of 25th 
anniversary of FLN. 
I nternational observer at elections in Zimbabwe . 

Married Jean Walline, June 26 . 
Martha born June 3. 
David born August 16. 
Steven born October 21 . 
Thomas born June 24 . 



Jennifer Davis 
Our New Director 

Statement by Jennifer Davis 

When I came to New York from South Africa in 1966, like 
many Africans I arrived as a stranger, carrying a small piece of 
paper. On it were only a few names and vague addresses-yet it 
was the most important thing I had with me. For these were 
names handed on by people who lived their lives fighting repres­
sion in South Africa-the names of the rare friends that strug­
gle had found in the outside world. George Houser was the first 
name on that list and once I met him I realized why his name 
was on my list, and on hundreds more built up throughout 
Africa over thirty change filled years. 

Support for African liberation today poses new problems and 
challenges. When George began the work of ACOA, the vast 
majority of states in Africa were still controlled by European 
colonialism. Today, political independence has come to most of 
the continent, but the legacy of colonialism endures, and the 
new states face constant Western hostility in their struggle to 
create a new economic order. In the early days, organizing 
against South Africa's apartheid was relatively straight for­
ward as the Nationalist government pursued a policy of naked 
white privilege. Today the situation appears less simple. South 
Africa 's economy is more complex, its propaganda machine 
more sophisticated, so we hear a constant litany on the progress 
of change. But examine the claims, the "total strategies," "con­
stellation of states," "independent homelands," and what 
emerges is the fundamental sameness of the structure over 
time. Blacks are still excluded from political and economic 
power; color still controls all human opportunity. 

The significant changes that have come to South Africa are 
that its neighbors have achieved independence, its own black 
population is increasingly militant, and the Nationalist govern­
ment is threatened as never before. South Africa has responded 
to these changes by new repression and increasingly frequent 
brutal attacks on neighboring states. 

Rather than condemn these attacks, the United States now 
blames the Front Line States for unrest in southern Africa. 
Since foreign policy in Washington under Reagan is being deter­
mined primarily in terms of East-West competition, anti­
communism is again the litmus test of U.S. involvement and 
aid. The rights and needs of the majority of people, and the 
realities of local conditions are ignored. The legitimacy of 
authentic liberation movements is denied. U.S. Africa policy is 
now focused onb military alliances and a search for stability 
that will facilitate U.S. economic penetration. 

There conditions give our work a new urgency. Fortunately 
the time is long past when ACOA was one of the few voices call­
ing for support of African liberation. We look forward to 
cooperation with our colleagues in other Africa related organiza­
tions. We also welcome the growing opportunity to work with 
black organizatio'1s, trade unions, churches, student and com­
munity groups \\.lOse central focus is not Africa but who in­
clude support for African liberation among their concerns. 

I take up my new position as executive director with 
gratitude to George for the strong organization he has worked 
so tirelessly to create, and gratitude to the board that has 
trusted me to carry on the work. I call on all who participate in 
this tribute to George Houser to express that tribute in the way 
that he would most appreciate. Let us keep ACOA's name high 
on those lists of freedom's friends by redoubling our efforts on 
behalf of African liberation. 

A luta continua, 
Jennifer Davis 

5 

I Remember George 
by ACOA President, Judge William H. Booth 

It is difficult to think of ACOA without thinking of George 
Houser. He is not leaving us when he retires. His imprint is on 
the organization, and his influence will always be with us. 

As president of ACOA, I have seen how George constantly 
keeps abreast of developments in Africa and tailors us to res­
pond to needs there. ACOA meetings involve a pull between my 
tendency to say things in ten words and get business ac­
complished in record time and George's ability to use one hun­
dred words to my ten and take more time for fuller study and 
understanding. 

Traveling with George is a special experience. He carries tape 
recorder, movie camera, and note-pad to record important hap­
penings. Everything is business and few minutes, if any, are 
allowed for "touristing." For example, a trip to Washington, 
D.C. includes "prepping" on the way down, doing the business 
planned, stopping in at other offices of similar organizations, 
and then "critiquing" on the way back. No time to even smell 
the cherry blossoms in spring-time! 

Tonight's program will be beamed into South Africa, courtesy 
of the United Nations Interational Communications Network. 
So, finally, George's words, at least, get into the Republic. He 
has not been able to travel there himself since 1954. 

His familiarity with the African leaders is well known and will 
be chronicled elsewhere. But, for the record, George is known to 
many people on many levels. On numerous occasions when I've 
represented the Committee, people in Africa have asked for 
George. Often I've been introduced as "Judge Booth, President 
of ACOA. " People mistake the word "judge" and say, there's 
another "George" George Houser! 

George can leave ACOA knowing 'that the progress that is 
made in the ensuing years is a continuation of his life work. 
What finer tribute can there be to his years of service! 

Recollections ----
George Houser's contribution to African freedom has been in­

valuable because quietly and consistantly he has supported the 
liberation and resistance movements on the continent through 
the years-when it was popular but also when it was unpopular 
to do so. Since the 1950's, even before the first gathering of the 
All-African People's Conference in 1958, George was involved. 
He and I attended that conference when Lumumba, Nkrumah, 
Nkomo, Mboya, Kaunda, and many others gathered in Accra. 
George befriended and kept in touch with these men whose 
achievements are a matter of record. George's commitment to 
them and to the struggle for freedom is unique in the United 
States. It has been my privilege to know and work with him all 
these years. 

Frank Montero 
Chairman 

The Africa Fund 

We 've counted on you, George, for authentic information 
and balanced reporting growing out of your dedication to values 
of justice and peace. You have not failed us, but have reinforc­
ed the commitment of our churches to the cause of liberation in 
Africa. 

Lutheran World Ministries 



THE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF NEW YORK 
40 E. 35 St. New York City 

wishes all the best in his retirement 
to 

GEORGE HOUSER 
"GREAT CHIEF" 

of the 
American Committee on Africa for 28 Years 

"GO WELL - STAY WELL" 
Rev. Dr. Donald Szantho Harrington, Sr. Minister 

WE SALUTE GEORGE HOUSER 
FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA IN THEIR 
STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM. 

a 1uta continua ... 

CAMPAIGN TO OPPOSE BANK LOANS 
TO SOUTH AFRICA / (202) -797-1253 
1838 Calvert NW, Washington DC 20009 

SOUTH AFRICA: 
Censorship & Apartheid 

A Report by the Freedom to Write Committee 
PEN American Center 

Report on overt and covert forms of censorship under 
apartheid; 
Essays on censorship by Andre Brink, Dennis Brutus, 
Julian de Wette; 
List of Important laws affecting the press. Available this 
summer $2.00 

Published by Freedom to Write 

PEN American Center 47 Fifth Avenue New York, New 
York 10003 255·1977 

~IIC" 
~I!~! 

Durham, NC 27702 
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In Angola we were always impressed by the leverage 
which George and the ACONs had on the Portuguese 
colonial authorities . They stood in awe of George as 
though he were secretary of state and feared the ACOA 
as though it were a quasi-official agency . The Portuguese 
officials could not believe that the leverage came from 
truth and commitment rather than from political power or 
military might. 

Apri11981 Ki and Larry Henderson 

George Houser has made an enormous contribution to efforts 
in the United States directed towards African freedom . We 
know his personal commitment will not cease until aI/ of Africa is 
free. Congratulations, George, for your work and your example 
over these years! 

THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE 

Salute to a staunch leader in the struggle 

from the comrades of 
Episcopal Churchmen for South Africa 

Remembering the Tom Mboya 
Student airlift of 1959 Dr. 

Broadus N. Butler 
NAACP/SCF 

On April 20, 1981, the Trustees of the Phelps­
Stokes Fund passed the following resolution: That in 
recognition of his twenty-eight years of service to the 
struggle for freedom and justice in Africa and 
around the world during his tenure as Executive 
Director of the American Committee on Africa, the 
Trustees and staff of the Phelps-Stokes Fund are 
honored to serve as sponsors of A Tribute to George 
Houser on the occasion of his retirement. 

FRANKLIN H. WILLIAMS - PHELPS STOKES FUND 

BEST WISHES 
Metro NY Project Equality 

Support EEO / AA with purchasing power 
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~\£1'H ANN1l/e 
~~~ ~.s'-1~ 
~ FREEDOMWAYS ~ 

A Quarterly Review of the Freedom Movement . - . 
Since its founding in 1961, FREEOOMWAYS has been 
illuminating contemporary issues and problems in ar­
ticles by leading writers, critics, historians and public 
figures. Find in our pages the incisive analyses and 
challenging perspectives that will deepen your under­
standing of the economic, political and social roots of 
today's headlines. . - . 

Articles - Book Reviews - Fiction - Poetry - Art 

Keith E. Baird 
Jean Carey Bond 

Associate Editors: 
John Henrik Clarke 
Loyle Hairston 

Managing Editor: 
Esther Jackson 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

Ernest Kaiser 
J.H. O'Dell 

$7.50 - one year; $15.00 - two years 

799 Broadway, New York, New York 10003 
Telephone: (212) 477-3985 

Perry-Butler 
Environmental 
Design Inc. 
245 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10016 
212-686-3848 

Environmental & 
I nterior Designers 
Urban & Regional Planners 



Messages to George Hous 
The most important people in the world are often those who 

work quietly in the background of events , devoting their skill , 
their commitment, and their lives, to the causes they believe in . 
They receive no acclaim ; but without them there would be no 
triumph . George Houser is such a man , and his service has been 
given whole-heartedly and without reserve to the cause of human 
freedom and human equality, with special reference to the strug­
gle against colonialism and racialism in Africa . 

Many who are now , or have been , political leaders in Africa 
during the last three decades have been helped to become effec­
tive on the international scene by the assistance and the friend­
ship of George Houser. I am one of those who he helped in this 
way, especially when TANU was making its appeals to the 
Trusteeship Council and other Committees of the United Nations 
in the 1950s. I am therefore very happy to have this opportunity 
to acknowledge my own debt to him , and that of my colleagues in 
the struggle for Tanganyika 's independence. 

On my own behalf , and on behalf of all those in my country 
who worked for the freedom of Tanganyika and Zanzibar , I have 
two things to say as George Houser retires from fulltime work 
with the American Committee on Africa. First , Thank you 
George . Stay well and have an active and happy retirement . 
Secondly, to all those in the American Committee on Africa who 
have worked and are working for the cause of African freedom , I 
say Carryon the Good Work . Namibia has yet to achieve in­
dependence and South Africa has yet to be freed from apartheid. 

I also send my good wishes to the function on 17th June 
1981 . 

Julius K. Nyerere 
President , Tanzania 

We want to thank the American Committee on Africa for the 
work it has done in lending support to the liberation struggle in 
our country . We view the Committee as one of the most important 
instruments that have assisted us in the political battle to achieve 
justice, fair play and democracy in this country . 

Robert Mugabe 
Prime Minister, Zimbabwe 

Greetings to you and your colleagues . This afternoon I receiv­
ed some rather sad news because I learnt that you are leaving 
the directorship of the Committee sometime this year. I want in 
the first place to pay tribute to you and all your colleagues for the 
work that you have done for Africa. The last 28 years while you 
have directed the affairs of the Committee have seen tremendous 
changes on this continent. Changes certainly for the better. We 
have had our set-backs but who doesn't have? So as you retire 
as director of the Committee I want to say on behalf of the people 
of Zambia, their party, this government and on my own behalf 
how grateful we are to you and your colleagues for what you have 
done with us and for us. We hope that the good Lord will look 
after you and your colleagues and that they as you have done will 
be able to continue with the work . 
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Kenneth Kaunda 
President, Zambia 

On behalf of the Central Committee of SWAPO of Namibia and 
in the name of the struggling people of Namibia and on my own 
behalf , I would like to extend salutation and congratulations to 
the American Committee on Africa and in particular to George 
Houser who is now retiring from active service of the ACOA. 
However I do hope that he will continue to support our cause for 
Justice , freedom and independence in Namibia as well as 
elsewhere in southern Africa . I wish him good health and good 
luck in his future work and endeavours to support those who are 
struggling for liberty, freedom and justice . 

Sam Nujoma , President SWAPO 

I would just like to address a few words of greeting to the 
friends of the American Committee on Africa assembled on an oc­
casion to bid farewell to my friend and colleague of long standing 
George Houser whom I met for the first time in South Africa in 
1954. His service to Africa has been greatly appreciated . I per­
sonally have enjoyed this long association with him . 

I'm glad to greet him and the American Committee on Africa 
on the occasion of Africa Liberation Day when we are meeting in 
Paris to decide how best to pursue the struggle for liberation in 
Namibia and South Africa . I'm confident that George will con­
tinue to be our associate in that struggle and I look forward to his 
coming to South Africa when it is independent and to Namibia 
also when the South African regime has been driven out . 

Oliver Tambo , Acting President-General ANC 

On behalf of the Chairman Comrade Nyati Pokela , the Central 
Committee of the PAC, the combatants of the Azanian People 's 
Liberation Army (APLA) and on my own behalf I wish to pay 
tribute to George Houser on his retirement as Executive Director 
of the American Committee on Africa . 

George Houser has a long history of active commitment to the 
struggle for national liberation and self-determination in Africa as 
a whole and in southern Africa in particular . He has worked 
tirelessly and selflessly for more than twenty-five years to raise 
support for the national liberation struggles , to create in the 
United States a climate of awareness of and concern for the 
struggles of the oppressed peoples in southern Africa for 
freedom and justice, and to campaign for the withdrawal of U.S. 
government and corporate support for the white minority regimes 
in southern Africa, especially the Pretoria regime. 

Throughout his years of activism George has maintained a 
policy of strict non-sectarianism , regarding it as the right of the 
oppressed people to choose their own leaders in the liberation 
struggle . 

His service to the cause of African liberation has earned him 
the respect of African leaders and freedom loving people in many 
parts of the world. 

We wish him well in his future plans . 

Henry Isaacs , Director of Foreign Affairs, PAC 



lser from Mrican Leaders 
On the occasion of your retirement as director of the American 

Committee on Africa, Polisario Front pays special tribute to you 
personally for all the continued effort which you have always 
made for the triumph of justice and progress in Africa . ACOA 's 
clear vision , with your leadership , has in fact contributed to the 
establishment of a bridge of understanding between the United 
States and Africa . Your approach to the African question and the 
persistent and determined struggle that you have led since the 
1950 's against colonialism has made you a special and con­
siderate friend of the African people . I n the Western Sahara you 
have yourself denounced , since the first day of the Moroccan in­
vasion , the barbarous deeds of the Moroccan regime , and you 
have opposed the role of the United States in this war . Moreover 
you have visited the victimized people of the Western Sahara and 
you have felt very strongly the injustice . In the United States you 
have led the struggle against the arms sales and against the in­
volvement of the US in this conflict. Today the Sahrawi people 
are proud in considering George Houser as a friend and deter­
mined defender of their cause in the United States . We are sure 
that your heart has espoused just causes and that you will con­
tinue to spread the cause of freedom wherever you are , above 
all , at this time when international relations find themselves 
again upset by interventionism and motivations of war . 

Adel Hakim , Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 

On behalf of the ANC representation to the United Nations and 
the United States and in the name of our National Executive Com­
mittee we join the freedom and justice loving people of southern 
Africa and the continent as a whole in paying glowing tribute to 
George Houser on the occasion of the termination of his in­
valuable contribution as executive director of the American Com­
mittee on Africa . For the ANC George Houser 's involvement in 
the struggle against the apartheid system dates back to the na­
tional Defiance Campaign which was spearheaded by the ANC 
and its sister organizations in 1952 . His involvement continued' 
throughout the Treason Trial which lasted for four years from 
1956, the Sharpville massacre and other events including the 
Soweto uprising of 1976 and up to the present day. We salute 
the ACOA and express hope it will continue its work of mobilizing 
American public support and solidarity with our struggle. This 
imperative necessity is today rendered more urgent by the un­
folding Pretoria-Washington alliance . 

Amandla Awethu , The Struggle Continues 
Johnny Makatini , ANC Chief Representative to the UN 

All too rarely does a single human being leave his mark on our 
world with good works and friendship . George 's life work is do­
ing that which he thinks he must do and thus achieve that uni­
que goal of bettering the world . A friend of many , my late hus­
band and I felt him as our very own . A warm hug for a fruitful 
future . 

Janet Rae Mondlane , 
National Director of International Cooperation 

Mozambique 

DURBAN SOUTH AFRICA Cabled June /1/81 

On this momentus occasion the Non-Racial Community of 
South Africa expresses its sincere thanks and appreciation to 
George M. Houser who for nearly three decades vigorously cam­
paig ned to free the majority of South Africans from separation , 
segregation and oppression . 

Few people could remain committed for such a considerable 
period and during the 28 years Mr. Houser has been unswerv­
ing , uncompromising in his principles for a just society. 

We stand in admiration and salute him for his deep commit­
ment to the well-being of the voteless and voiceless majority . 

That this disenfranchised people in expressing their gratitude 
in the hope that they can at all times look to Mr. Houser for his 
support , guidance and wise counsel. 

M.N. Pather , Secretary General , South African Council on Sport 

Comrade George Houser has been associated with the 
development of the African nationalist movement of Zimbabwe 
from the very beginning . In the 1950s , he initiated the first con­
tacts between the African nationalist leaders of Central Africa 
and support organisations in the United States of America. In the 
last 30 years he and ACOA became the main bridge between 
those Africans and those Americans who were fighting against 
imperialism , colonialism and racism . When our own struggle in 
Zimbabwe moved from the political to the military field , ACOA 's 
commitment and support became crucial in explaining to 
America the justice of our cause . Effective solidarity work in 
America and Western Europe was an important factor in the suc­
cess of the war of national liberation. George Houser was in the 
forefront of our struggle , and risked his own life on several occa­
si~ns in the fight for Zimbabwe 's independence. We join his 
friends In the United States of America in wishing him good 
health and happiness in his years of retirement. 

Yours sincerely , 
N. M. Shamuyaria 

Minister of Information and Tourism , Zimbabwe 

It is with great pleasure that I send this message to mark the 
retirement of our friend George Houser from his position as 
Director of the American Committee on Africa . 

I have known George Houser for many years and we have 
worked closely in helping to eradicate colonialism , racism and 
apartheid from the African continent. 

In recent years the campaigns and activities organized in the 
United States in solidarity with the people of Angola , Mozambi­
que and Guinea-Bissau owe much to the personal commitment 
and concern of George Houser. The former colonies are now in­
dependent as is Zimbabwe. 

But the American Committee on Africa has also for many years 
been active on Namibia and South Africa and George has been 
directly involved in the many campaigns against apartheid which 
have been organized in the USA. 

I thank George for his years of service to the cause of African 
freedom and we all know that whilst he may retire from his post 
now he will in fact never retire from the cause for which he has 
fought with so much determination for so many years . 

Mohamed Sahnoun , Ambassador of Algeria to France 

9 


	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p1
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p10
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p11
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p12
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p13
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p14
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p15
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p16
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p17
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p18
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p19
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p2
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p20
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p21
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p22
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p23
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p24
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p25
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p3
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p4
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p5
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p6
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p7
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p8
	GMH ACOA Tribute pro p9

