
Mozambique: 
Apartheid's 

Second Front? 
The crisis in Mozambique is directly linked to 
the current instability in Southern Africa 
according to the Ecumenical Documentation 
and Information Centre for Eastern and 
Southern Africa. Under increasing interna
tional pressure to dismantle apartheid, South 
Africa is engaged in a regional destabilization 
strategy designed to preserve its regional 
dominance. 

The Ecumenical Documentation and Informa
tion Center, based in Harare, is sponsored by 
12 African Christian Councils. The Center 
reports that since 1981, Mozambique'S rail sys
tem has been systematically sabotaged, 
destroying access for neighboring countries, 
and depriving Mozambique of one third of its 
foreign currency earnings. Thday, South 
Africa's rail system carries the bulk of trade for 
Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe and almost 
half of Zaire's mineral exports. This depen
dency provides Pretoria with an estimated an
nual $2.5 billion in foreign currency. Mozam
bican railroads and ports offer crucial alter
native trade routes from South African trade 
routes now used by its landlocked neighbors. 

The Southern African Development Coordina
tion Conference, SADCC (composed of Angola, 
Botswana, Lesotho, MalaWi, Mozambique, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe) 
is working to accelerate regional economic 
growth and interdependence, to reduce eco
nomic dependence on the Republic of South 
Africa. SADCC members are working to up
grade trade routes through Angola, Mozam
bique and Tanzania. The Beira corridor, 
linking Zimbabwe to the Indian Ocean 
through Mozambique, is considered the best 
hope for breaking South Africa's virtual 
monopoly on the region's shipping. Because of 
continued fighting, the route remains open 
only at massive military cost. 
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Green Zones Hold Promise 
for Mozambique 

Mozambique is a country of great beauty and great potential. It was once 
food self-sufficient and could be again. But continuing violence draws re
sources away from development and drains strength and hope from the people. 
In the capital city of Maputo, located on a beautiful stretch of sandy beach 
along the Indian ocean, life seems to go on as usual, removed from the violence 
of the countryside. There are shortages of almost everything, but consumer 
goods-though very expensive by local standards-are plentiful. The markets 

The zones provide a viable alternative for food production in 
Mozambique, where 85 percent of the rural population has tradi
tionally relied on subsistence fanning. 

are filled with fresh vegetables and fruit-oranges, papayas, lettuce, tomatoes, 
carrots, onions, potatoes, cabbage-grown in the "zonas verdes," or green 
zones cultivated and irrigated mainly by small cooperatives just outside the 
city. The zones provide a viable alternative for food production in Mozambique, 
where 85 percent of the rural population has traditionally relied on subsistence 
farming. 

Development of the green zone around Maputo was begun in 1980 with 
500 people, 60 percent of whom were women. It now involves 11,000 families 
(still mostly women; many men work in the mines in South Africa) and is based 
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Renamo: 
Agents of Terror 

The campaign of violence in Mozambique is 
carried out by the Mozambique National Resis
tance (MNR), also known by its Portuguese acro
nym, RENAMO. Mozambique estimates that as 
much as $6.5 billion worth of damage to the 
country's infrastructure has been caused by 
RENAMO since 1980. 

Despite the signing of a non-agression pact by 
Mozambique and South Africa in 1984, there is 
substantial evidence that RENAMO continues to be 
supported with weapons and other items by South 
African Military Intelligence. Politically conserva
tive South African and Portuguese individuals in 

Other than being pro-South African, and 
vaguely anti-communist, it has offered 
no coherent plan or program for 
Mozambique. 

South Africa are also believed to be lending sup
port. "Bandidos," as they are called locally, attack 
mainly by night and return into the bush during 
the day. They operate in every province of Mozam-

bique, and their sole objective seems to be to 
weaken Mozambique to the point of collapse. 
Power stations, schools, health faCilities, tea and 
sugar plantations, and shops are special targets . 
The most brutal aspect of the attacks is the wanton 
killing and mutilation of innocent villagers, with 
the old and the weakest the prime targets. 

RENAMO has been described as a shadowy 
insurgency with no political program. Other than 
being pro-South African, and vaguely anti-commu
nist, it has offered no coherent plan or program for 
Mozambique. According to Ken Flower, former 
head of Rhodesia's central intelligence organiza
tion and one of the founders of RENAMO, the 
group has been supported by South Africa since 
1980, when it lost its base of support in newly 
independent Zimbabwe. Ecumenical personnel in 
Southern Africa report that RENAMO forces are 
composed of former Portuguese settlers, mercen
aries and young men and women who have been 
forCibly conscripted to augment the fighting force 
and provide camp support. 

U.S. State Department officials have character
ized RENAMO as "an instrument of South African 
military intelligence, with no popular support". 
They confirm reports of atrocities committed by 
RENAMO against the civilian population. 

Report FroOl the 
Violence in Mozambique has uprooted more than two million people. 
More than 750, 000 people have fled into neighboring countries and an 
estimated 1.5 million people are internally displaced. The fighting has 
severely disrupted rural agriculture, putting as many as 6.5 million 
people at risk of starvation. At the invitation of the Christian Council of 
Mozambique (CCM),] Richard Butler, Church World Service Executive 
Director, headed a staff team visit to Mozambique in September 1987 The 
team participated in a consultation on the Mozambique emergency 
jointly sponsored by the CCM and the World Council of Churches (WCC). 
The group was also able to visit rural areas of lnhambane Province. 

Mozambique is one of the most devastated countries in Africa, per
haps in the world. Continuing-and increasing-violence and lawless
ness in the countryside cloud any discussion of its present problems and 
casts a pall on its future. Much of the violence is perpetuated by groups 
linked to RENAMO, the Mozambique National Resistance (MNR), an in
surgency lacking a political stance of its own yet contesting the rule of the 
government of Mozambique. RENAMO is systematically destroying the 
physical and social infrastructure and engaging in the wanton killing of 
people. RENAMO has offered no clear political goals and it has no visible 
base of popular support. 

RENAMO is best at as rural terrorism. The larger cities and towns for 
the most part seem safe, but in the rural areas people are being terror
ized, never knowing when or where the "bandidos" will strike next. 
When we visited Inhambane Province, we witnessed hundreds of people 
on the roads leading to the town of Maxixe. These people "displace" 
themselves at night to sleep in makeshift shelters near the relative secu
rity of the town. At dawn they rise, to walk as long as two hours back to 
their farms to work their fields, returning to security again before night
fall. There are more than 60,000 such displaced people encamped around 
Maxixe in southern Mozambique. The Mozambique army has check
points and patrols in the areas of attacks, but has been unable to restore 
peace or to control the attacks. 

The emergency in Mozambique is distinct from that of Ethiopia in 
1984-85. While actual starvation is not widespread, RENAMO activity and 
drought have reduced food production significantly, and violence has 
interfered with distribution of relief. Food is frequenty scarce, and many 
people are severely malnourished. According to Mozambican govern
ment officials, as many as 4.5 million people are dependent on food aid. 

Thousands of rural Mozambicans walk for hours 
each day to reach makeshift shelters secure from 
ongoing violence. 



Executive Director 
The United Nations estimates that 840,000 tons of food aid is needed for 
the period of May 1987 to April 1988. As ofJanuary 1988, nearly half that 
need remained unmet. 

While renewed attention is being focused on Ethiopia, Mozam
bique's suffering seems invisible by comparison. Food supplies, includ
ing food aid, are adequate at this writing. However, distribution remains a 
serious problem. Travel is unsafe in rural areas. Various means are being 
attempted to get food to people: by escorted truck convoys from Malawi 
to Niassa Province, which has been virtually isolated from the rest of 
Mozambique by RENAMO activity; by rail through the Beira corridor; by 
boat along the coast and inland on smaller boats over rivers. 

The consultation in Maputo provided an important opportunity for 
partner agencies and the Christian Council of Mozambique (CCM) to 
share concerns and discuss future programs. It was particularly impor
tant for the meeting to be held in Mozambique where we could witness 
firsthand the problems and constraints (C-M is working under. Meeting 
in Mozambique also made it possible to get an up-to-date view of the 
situation in the country 

CCM priorities for 1988-89 were shared at the Consultation. While 
the Council currently devotes most of its efforts to emergency response 

Mozambique is one of the most devasted countries in Africa, 
perhaps in the world. Continuing-and increasing-viol
ence and lawlessness in the countryside cloud any discus
sion of its present-problems and casts a pall on its future. 

because of the war, development efforts supersede emergency response 
on the list of priorities. Church World Service shares the concern that 
outside response to the emergency not create dependencies and promote 
shortsightedness. This reflects the assessment of everyone we consulted 
in Mozambique, and should be uppermost in the consciousness of part
ners in assessing responses: all emergency responses need to be linked 
to rehabilitation and long-term development goals. 

Normal life continues in 
urban areas untouched 

by the conflict. Here, 
J Richard Butler spends 

a few moments with 
children in Maputo. 

Ecumenical Response 
As many as 750,000 Mozambicans have fled 

into neighboring countries because of ongoing 
violence. An estimated 3.2 million are displaced or 
affected within their own country The churches of 
Southern Africa have taken a leading role in re
sponse to the crisis. The Councils of Churches of 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi and 
South Africa have joined together to share re
sources and expertise to respond to those affected 
by the violence. Valentine Ziswa, Executive Officer 
of Christian Care of Zimbabwe, is coordinating 
this effort. 

-Christian Care of Zimbabwe is providing 
short term food relief and health services to more 
than 35,000 refugees in four encampments. Chris
tian Care is also providing tools and seeds to es
tablish community gardens. Small livestock 

The churches of Southern Africa have taken 
a leading role in response to the crisis. 

programs and vegetables grown in the gardens are 
used in communal kitchens, helping to make the 
encampments self-sufficient in food production. 
The United Nations estimates that 65,000 Mozam
bicans have fled to Zimbabwe. 

-The Christian Council of Zambia is proVid
ing basic necessities for refugees in three camps. 
The Council also provides seed money to establish 
small cooperatives and businesses such as carpen
try and fishing enterprises to enable the displaced 
to resume productive lives. As many as 35,000 
Mozambicans are situated in Zambia. 

-As many as 350,000 Mozambicans have fled 
over the border into Malawi. The United Nations 
estimates that as many as 10,000 new refugees are 
arriving every month. Observers expect the total 
number to rise to 500,000 by March, 1988. The 
Christian Service Committee is providing food, 
blankets and emergency shelter for more than 
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Green Zones Hold Promise 
(continued from page 1 ) 

on the development of autonomous cooperatives. A general 
union of cooperatives, led by women, was formed to coor
dinate the activities of all the green zone co-ops in the 
Maputo area. 

The co-ops are responsible for all phases of agricul
tural production, from purchasing seeds, tools and fertil
izer to selling produce. Start up credit is provided by the 
co-op. Through an approach that emphasizes "training by 
working"-local communities are becoming proficient in 
agriculture, accounting, literacy; and most importantly, 
leadership. 

Green zones are now being started around several 
other cities, and the zone outside Maputo is branching into 
rice, wheat and legumes. In 1986 the Maputo green zone 
produced some 350 tons of vegetables. There have been 
RENAMO attacks in the area, but the proximity of green 
zones to the City-IS to 20 kilometers-makes them rela
tively secure. 

The Christian Council of Mozambique supports devel
opment of the green zones, because it recognizes that 
postponing development efforts until the violence ends will 
condemn the rural poor of Mozambique to continued des
titution and dependence on handouts. The Council is pro
viding vegetable seeds to 1,000 families working in the 
green zones around Maputo and other cities. This assis
tance enables families to grow cowpeas, maize, onions, 
cabbage and carrots-enough to feed themselves, and sup
ply surplus to urban markets. In other secure areas, the 
Council is proViding flour, rice and cooking oil to 200 fami
lies clearing land for cultivation. Once the ground is 
planted and crops harvested, the gardens will provide food 
for 2,000 families. 

Ecumenical Response 
(continued from page 3 ) 

20,000 of the displaced in refugee encampments. The Com
mittee also works through a network of village churches to 
assist thousands of Mozambicans whose needs are not 
being met through government and United Nations 
programs. 

-An estimated 150,000 Mozambicans have also 
crossed over the border into the South African "home
lands" of Gazankulu, Ka Nwane, Kwa Zulu and Lebowa. The 
South African Council of Churches is working with the 
displaced, providing blankets and other emergency 
assistance. 

Throughout Mozambique, the Christian Council of 
Mozambique is distributing tools, tents, household imple
ments , clothing, blankets, seeds and medicines through its 
network of local churches. The assistance of neighboring 
councils of churches has been invaluable in the response 
effort. The Christian Council of Mozambique has been 
operational in the southern provinces since 1983. Relief 
supplies for these areas are currently routed through Swa
ziland. Expanding its efforts into the northern provinces, 
the Council is opening an office in Beira to facilitate com
munication and distribution of supplies. At present, secu
rity concerns necessitate shipping food to northern 
provinces through Zimbabwe and Malawi. 

ique 

_ Food supply routes 
----- Railroad lines 

With an eye to future development, the Council is 
working to develop agricultural and water resources and 
training programs to support these projects. The Council 
has traditionally worked in the area of health care, and wdl 
also focus on the development of primary health care pro
grams. Priority will be given to reconstruction of health 
posts that have been destroyed. . . 

In Homoine, Mark Van Koevering, a U.S. agronomIst IS 

working on a special seed multiplication project for the 
Christian Council of Mozambique. Van Koevering, a survi
vor of a brutal RENAMO massacre in]uly; expects the proj
ect will produce 300 tons of disease free seed, which will 
be distributed to thousands of uprooted families now relo
cated in the South. The excess will be packaged and sold to 
local farmers. 

Church World Service issued an appeal for 
$1.5 million in October, 1987 to assist the 
Christian councils of the region with their 
response of food, medicine, tools, and 
seeds. As of January 1988, $575,000 had been 
forwarded to the Mozambique Christian 
Council and other regional councils. One 
hundred eighty thousand pounds of corn, 
75,000 pounds of red beans, were also part 
of the CWS response, as were 200,000 blan
kets valued at $1.2 million. In September 
1987, CWS provided a $5,000 grant for repre
sentatives of the Christian Councils of Mo
zambique, Malawi, Zimbabwe, and Zambia 
to attend a United Nations training seminar 
in refugee emergency management. 

You can help support the Mozambique Emergency Appeal 
by sending your contribution to your local church or to: 

Church World Service 
PO. Box 968 
Elkhart, IN 46515 

For more information call: 
CWS Hotline (toll free) 800-223-1310 
New York State 800-535-2713 

Church World Service is the relief, development, and refugee assistance 
arm of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Larry D. Hollon, Director of Communications 
Lucia Bruno, Editor 
Marsha Bain, Design Consultant . 
Produced by the Communications Program of Church World Service 
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