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PREFACE 

FROM VIETNAM TO ANGOLA; FROM ANGOLA 
TO THE US 

The fight for freedom in Angola 
has brought the world's attention to 
the growing crisis in all of southern 
Africa. Only one year after suffering 
their most crushing defeat in history 
at tho hands of the Indochinese peo
ples, the Rockefellers and their fat 
cat corporate friends again find them
selves with their backs to the wall in 
another key part of the globe. Once 
more our hard-earned tax dollars are 
being used to suppress a movement of 
national liberation. Vietnam, how
ever, showed that no amount of U.S. 
Government aid - even the inv sion 
of U.S. troops th~msolves - can turn 
the tide of battl when whole nations 
are fighting for self-determination 
and freedom from foreign domination. 

The Angolan Solidarity coalition 
was formed in January, 1976 to op
pose U.S. Government intervention 
in Angola. We know f~m Vietnam, 
the CIA expOSures, and Watergate 
how far the ruling class and its 
gover.lment will go to protect its 
wealth. Overseas, they want us to 
fight in their armies to protect 
their stolen wealth. Here, they 
want us to pay through layoffs and 
cut'-backs for the economic crisis 
they created. 

Kissinger's top secret "40 Com-
• ittoe" - the same gToup of militar)J 
intelligence, and political "experts" 
that overthrew the elected Allende 
government in Chile - secretly in
creased arms shipments to Angola in 
January, 1975. 

This was just the first salvo in 
the U.S. Government's battle to pre
vent the victory of the Angolan pa
triots led by the Popular Movement 
for the Libertion of Angola (MPLA). 
What followed was the invasion of 
Angola by the U.S.-backed regime of 
racist South Africa and Zairean allies. 
Even before launching this most re
cent phase of its aggressive war 
against the Angolan people. the U.S. 
Government was the chief backer of 
the decaying Portuguese empire. This 
all .ado it clear that the corporate 
bia-wigs were once sgain going to try 
in .akin, a nation safe for the banks 
and corporations under the phony 
smokescreen of "making it free." 

The U.S. people learned from 
Vietnam and Watergate that there is 
a big difference between U.S. Govern 
mcnt policy and the aspirations of 
the U.S. people. We are daily being 
reminded of that difference with re
ports of the Lockheed bribe scandals 
and other instances of official cor
ruption. While most people just try 
to make ends meet, these corporations 
spend millions In It ly to fund facist 
parties. topple constitutionally elcc 
te~ aDvcrnm~nts like Allende's i~ 
Chlle, and usc the CIA to assassinate 

foreign leaders like Patrice Lumumba 
in the Congo. 

With unemployment rocketing up
wards and social services being slashed 
at will by the Ford Administration. the 
U.S. people m~de i~ clear that money 
was needed for productive jobs and 
people's needs, not for another im
perialist war. The Angolan Solidarity 
Coalition believes that the movement 
of sOlidarity that emerged in support 
of the Angolan people led by the MPIA 
played a key role in Congress cutting
off funds that would have been used 
to fight the liberation forces. This 
aided in preventing another Vietnam
type intervention and gave concrete 
aid to the patriotic forces. 

IMPERIALISM AND RACISM 

It is no accident that the U.S. 
Government's main ally in attempting 
to defeat the Angolan people i~ the 
apartheid regime of South Africa. 
This unholy alliance is a clear exam
ple of the connections between the 
imperialist policies of the U.S. rulers 
abroad and their racist attacks on the 
oppressed nationalities at home. 

Here, Black, Mexicano, Asian and 
Native American people face a double 
burden: exploitation as workers and 
as members of the oppressed national
ities. Their unemployment rate is in 
some cases twice that of white workers. 
Poor schools, substandard housing and 
the lack of decent medical care are 
realities of everyday life. To main
tain this system of racist exploita
tion, the police serve as an occupying 
army within their communities - com
miting daily acts of violence and har
rassment. 

Who benefits from this exploita
tion? The capitalists! By pitting white 
worker against minority worker, the 
capitllists apply the old rule: div
ide and conquer. One tactic in apply
ing this rule is the buying-off of a 
s.all sector of the white working 
class.-- the trade union sellouts 
like Meany, Abel, and Fitzsimmons 
and their followers.This weaken. the 
unity of working people~d diverts 
our anger from the real enemy. 

This unity and the victory it 
can bring can only come about by 
combatting chauvinism among white 
workers. 

South Africa, backed by the U.S., 
invaded Angola in order to subject the 
Angolan people to the same system of 
racist exploitation that exists in the 
U.S. and South Africa. The U.S. and 
South Africa wanted to impose on the 
Anaolans the same near-slavery condit
ions that exist for the Black majority 
in South Africa today. (see Apartheid 
in glossary) 

IMPERIALISM MEANS WAR 

Throughout U.S.history, the rul
in, class has had to resort to war 
after war to solve the economic crisis 
that they create at home. In times of 
such crisis the danger of war always 
increases. 

So soon after Vietnam, however, 
the ruling class faced the possibility 
that the working class could not be 
marched off to war in Africa. 'In order 
to create the climate for war, they 
step up repression with laws like Sen
ate Bill One. IncreasingLy, they en
courage attacks on the oppressed nation
alities by the Ku Klux Klan, posse 
comitatus, and other vigilante groups, 
and through laws like the Rodino Bill. 

The victory of the Vietnamese peo
ple weakened the striking power of U.S. 
imperialism. Still, the danger of 
armed intervention is ' especially great 
for the peoples of Cuba and Puerto Rico. 
as Kissinger's recent threats have shown. 

We effectively opposed the war 
in Vietnam, and we must oppose future 
wars that the Rockefellers and their 
class allies attempt to shove down 
our throats. 

It is this direct relation between 
the acts of the government abroad and 
the repreSSion at home that makes the 
victory of the Angolan people Our victory 
as well. Every nation that successfully 
defeats the U.S. imperialists brings 
our struggles in this country closer to 
victory. 

This constant intervention into 
the internal affairs of nations 
fighting for their self-determina
tion is not the result of errors or 
mistakes by our "leaders." Imperi
alism is not the foreign policy of 
the U.S. Government and ruling class 
- rather imperialism is the highest 
stage of monopoly capitalism and as 
such demands the continual plundering 
of other nations for profits and 
super-profits • 

It is this direct relation be 
tween the acts of the government 
abroad and repression at home that 
makes the victory of the Angolan 
people our victory as well. Every 
nation that successfully defeats the 
U.S. imperialists brings our struggles 
in this country closer to victory as 
well. 
ANGOLA: TIlE FACTS 

What is the real story of the 
Angolan people's struggle? What has 
been the role of the U.S. Government? 
Is it a "tribal" war as the fat-cat 
controlled media and certain elements 
of the U.S. left have made it out to 
be? What is the political character 
of the MPLA? Of UNITA and FNLA? 
Finally, what has been the role of 
the Cuban Revolutionary Government? 
Of the Soviet Union? 

The Angola Solidarity Coalition 
believes that this tabloid will help 
clarify many questions that people 
have about Angola. We hope it aids 
in studies under way and/or investi
gations yet to be done. 

Finally, we feel that tho data 
con.tained in the sections: "lJistory 
fo the National Liberation War" and 
"U.S. Imperialism: ~Iain Enemy of the 
Angolan People" clearly points to the 
fact that U.S. imperialism is the main 
enemy of the Angolan and southern 
African peoples, as it is of the 
peoples of the world. 



TH ANGOLANS 
DISCOVER 

THE PORTUGUESE 
Whell tlw Port U&lIe liC .1 rrl vetl j n 

wlllt is now Angola in 1.182, they en
cOllntered n long-stnntling nfttwork of 
trib11 kingdoms with highly developed 
cultur living in r~lntive pence : 
Th history of Angoln from thot point 
Oil is hest eh rnctlri zed by the devel 
opm nt of a most violent nntl criminal 
SySl .m of Portuguese oxploi tation all 
the one hand, und n determined res i s-
t nee by the AlIgolltO puop I e Oil the 
other. This esistallcc look many forms 
illcluding wars, migrations out of Por
tugu S6 reach, mallipul tion s of rival 
in.llel'ial ists (1 ike the Dutch) against 
th Portuguese, the formatioll of di s
sid nt Christian movements, the crea 
tion of nntionalist cultur'al movement s 
and ultimately national liberation war. 

The onslaught of Port.ugllese colo
nialism marked the beginning of an era 
of expansion by the developing capi
talist countries in Europe (Holland, 
Britain, France, Cermany, Belgium, 
Spain) over Africa, Asia, and Latin 
Am ric over the n('xt rour hundred 
years. The plunder of th~ "discov-

red" civi li tations by these "explorers" 
and the fierce resistance by these 
peoples to these invasions resulted 
in the destruction of entire cultures 
and peoples - for example, as has been 
attempted gains t the Native Americans 
ir. our 0""'0 country - and mark some of 
the bloodie t puges of history, 

Portugu e ability tu conquer the 
t rritory of Angola res ted on their 
millt 1'y superiority (they had guns) 
and on thuir ability to pit the tribes 
ag inst each other, the classic s tra 
tegy of divide find conquer. This wns 
p rticularly true with respect to the 
51 v trade . Even so, Portugnl was 
able to maintain it presence in Angola 
only in the frirm of a s tring of forti 
fied military outpost s , and it was not 
until the 1920s that it wa able to 
extend this string to the interior 
Tegions of the country. 

loe Portuguese began the trade in 
slnve from about t500 onward, following 
the institution of a pluntution ,slave 

conomy on the islnnu of S~O 'l'om6 in 
tho Cutf of Guinea. With the develop
rn nt of imilar economics in the Por
tuguese colony of BraZil and in the 
French, Brltish nnd Spanish colonies 

n the Ca1'ihhcnn and in the Uni ted 
St. to , the trade in slaves increased 
tr m·nuoIIsly. . 

Th' Angolan people uffered the 
a1' ate t losses from the slave trRde. 
Of tho estimated 15 million Africans 
who were forcibly removed from their 
hom lunds over the next 400 years, 
ahout 7 million cnme from Angola. This 
trade in slaves and tho exploitation 
of their labor in the colonies was 
th conomic. basis upon which modern 
capitnli~m was built. ~Ien in the 
late 18005 s l avery had outli~ed its 
uselulness for the industrial econo
mi es. it wa' suppressed hy Great Sri -

in. Within Angol I, however, slovery 
continued in the form of unp;lid forced 
1 bor' nd Idtor in unpaid and under
paid cuntract labor. 

The other major impact of Portu
uose coloni !ism was to rob the coun

try of it vast natural wealth . With 
l' p ct to Igriculture, this took the 
orlll of conv rling the crops from food 

stapl -s to ash crop for the Por'tugu se 
onomy, mainly coffee, sugar, and cot· 

ton. Thi process began in the 1920s. 
The mineral wealth of the country ~ 
oil. di monds. i'ron ore, copper - would 
only 1 ter be extracted by Portuguese, 
U.S., Rritish, French, West German nd 
South Afric n capitalists in the 1950s 
nd 60s. 

THE NATIONAL 
LIBERATION 

WAR 
The Angolan national liberation 

movement developed as part of the 
great anti-colonial tide that swept 
over all of Africa in the 1950s and 
60s. But the African patriots in the 
Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozam
bique, Guinea-Bissau/Cape Verde, S~o 
To~6 and Principe faced a common enemy 
whose nature was different than that 
of its fellow colonial powers, Bri
tain and France. These two countries 
were economically strong enough that 
they could grant formal political in
dependence to their colonies while 
maintaining economic control over them -
the neocolonialist solution. 

Portugal, on the other hand, an 
economically weak country, was unable 
to sufficiently develop its own eco
nomy and the economy of its colonies 
and had to turn to the advanced cap
italist countries (U.S., Britain, 
France, West Cermany, South Africa) 
for investment capital. POTtuguese 
colonialism was propped up by the 
international imperialist interests. 
Portugal was also Tuled by a fascist 
dictators.hip, which meant the develop
ment of a parliamentary opposition 
both at home and in the colonies was 
impossible. This fascist distatorship 
waged a long and brutal war in a des
perate attempt to maintain its grip on 
its colonies, leading ultimately to its 
defeat both at home and in Africa . 

THE ORIGIN OF mE MPLA 

Clandestine political organizations 
emerged in the 1950s in the urban areas 
of Angola, based largely among the petty 
bourgeoisie. 11\e Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) was 
formcd DecembcT 10, 1956 as a mer&er 
of several of these groups, In its 
founding manifesto the MPLA declared 
its intention to "liquidate imperialism 
and Portuguese coloniallSlR 1n order to 
transform Angola into an independent 
state and to install a democratic 
people's government." Further, it 
stated that "I"ortuguese COlonialism 
will not fall without a fight, and 
this is why Angola's people can lib
erate themselves only by revolutionary 
struggle .•. This struggle can only be 
won by a united front of all Angola'~ 
anti-imperialist forces, irrespective 
of their color, social situation, Te
ligious beliefs, or individual pre
ferences." (Davidson, 290) 

10e development of the MPLA over 
the next five years was conditioned by 
the mounting repression directed 
aga nst it by the Portuguese secret 
police PIDE (trained in the 1930s by 
the Nui Cestapo) and the Portuguese 
armed forces. In 1959 and 1960, mas
sive raids were carried out sending 
dozens of nationalists to prison, 
among them Agostinho Neto, leader of 

the I>IPLA. Brutal massacres by Portu
guese troops of striking dock workers 
in Guinea-Bissau and of demonstrators 
in Angola and ~Iozambique in t~ese same 
years clearly showed the patr10ts that 
they would have to . initia~e the armed 
phase of their ant1-co~on1al strugg~e, 

Paced with an imprisoned and eXlled 
lead~rship and mount~n~ Portugu:se re
pression, the MPLA mliltants stlll 
free directed an assault on the Luanda 
prison hoping to free the political 
prisoners. These attacks, lau~ch7d 
February 4, 1961, mark the begl~nlng 
of armed struggle in Angola, LIke 
the attack on the Moncada Barracks 
by Cuban revolutionaries Ju~y ~6, 1~S3, 
these attacks failed in thelr ImmedIate 
military objective. But like Mo~ca~a, 
they were a political success, slgn1-
fying to the people of Angola and of 
the world that the struggle to free 
this country had reached a new and 
decisive stage, . 

TIlE UPRISING IN THE NOR1lI 

In the provinces to the north of 
Luanda another nationalist movement, 
the Union of Angolan Peoples, (UPA) , 
sparked an uprising among the pea
santry of the coffee plantations, 
This movement, originally organized 
as a tribal separatist group aimed 
at restoring the old Kongo kingdom 
and separating itself off from Angola, 
was led by Holden Roberto. Due to 
the tribalist political leadership 
of the UPA, this insurrection di
rected itself not only against the 
Portuguese colonialist enemy, but 
against the Angolan and Portuguese 
civilian populations as well. 

Por a few months the revolt spread, 
but the arrival of Portuguese troops 
and the Portuguese Air Force (supplied 
by its NATO allies with napalm. fragmen
tation bombs and aircraft) unle~shed 
a massive retaliation that left 40,000 
Angolans dead and forced over 200,000 
to flee into neighboring Zaire (then 
called Congo (K)). 

Meanwhile, a group of MPLA guer
rillas who had fled Luanda continued 
to fight in the Dembos forests to the 
north of the capital city. for the 
next several years they would continue 
in this effort, although they were 
severely hampered by UPA attacks on 
them and on those MPLi\ mi.litants who 
tried to resupply them, These attad!s 
were ordered by Holden Roberto himself. 
(Marcum, 214) 

ORGANIZING FOR VICTORY 

The next several years were spent 
by the MPLA trying to rebuild its 
fractured organization. In 1962, 
Agostit.ho Neto escaped imprisonment 
in Portugal and returned to Africa 
to join in this effort. Several con
ferences were held aimed at consoli
dating the MPLA's organization and 
political line to prepare for the 
armed sturggle. 

An important step in this direc
tion was the MPLA's participation in 
the Conference of Nationalist Organi
zations of the Portuguese Colonies 
(CONCP), formed in 1961. The anti
imperialist, anti-colonialist liber
ation organizations of Guinea-Bissau/ 
Cape Verde (PAIGC), Angola (MPLA), 
Mozambique (three groups which would 
form FRELIMO in 1962) and S~o Tom6 
and Principe formed the CONCP to co
ordinate the struggle of the move
ments against their common enemy and 
to ensure political and military co
operation and unity. 

In 1963, the MPLA was forced out 
of Zaire where its headquarters had 
been by the pro-Western Tshombe gov
ernment. Fortunately, a progressive 
government had just come to power in 

neighboring Congo-Brazzaville and it 
welcomed MPLA to its territory. 

As part of a thorough self-criti 
cism made at its conference in 1964, 
the MPLA stated that lithe armed stt'U8gle 
~n our c?untry unleashed in February 
1961 continues to be essentially in
surrectionary in character, disor
ganized in practice, leaderless, iso
lated from the majority of the African 
population, confined to a small part 
of the country and short of arms and 
ammunition." (Davidson. 237) These 
years of reorganization were about to 
giVe birth to a new phase of the armed 
struggle. 



TIlE CABINOA FRONT 

The Cabinda Front was opened in 
1964 anJ achieved much initial suc
con. Til Pront provided the appal'. 
tunity for the MPIA to put it~ polit
ical program Into practice and to 
carry out the military actIons that 
were guided by this program. Since 
Cllbinda is geographic 11y Is01 ted 
from tho rest of Angola, it served 
as "th school in which wore traioe'i 
th 0 S otinl til monts for tho devel
opment of tho struggle in other 1'0-

gions" (N to, TTicontinental 1112) 
rnther than as a b se area. With 
the opening of this Pront came of
fici 1 recognition of the t-IPIA by 
the Organi::ation of African Unity. 

It mu!tt be l'emomberod that at 
this time the MPIA was denied the 
use of tho 1,200 mile border b -
tween Zaire And Angola by the U.S. 
backed government 0 f Zn i 1'0. Zambia, 
which bord r on the east, had not 
yet been granted its independence 
by Brituin nd was \lot yet scrving 
as a base or transit area for the 
luerrillas. Facing these problems, 
the MPLA purslJed its main task of 
establishing a fighting front within 
the interior of Angola to link tho 
struggle more closely with the Angolan 
people. 

TIll! FICin FOR LIB(;RATED TERRITORY 

From the Indian Ocean upplies 
were hauled over 2,000 miles on dirt 
roads through Tanzania and newly in
dependent Zambia to th Angolan bor· 
del'. From there they were packed on 
the backs of MI'LA mi 1 i tants into th 
interior of the country on journeys 
lasting up to eight weeKs to reach 
the new fronts. This network of 
traIlS to the interior, like the 
He Chi Hinh trail in Vietnam, wns 
the auerrilla's lifeline; in fact, 
tho Portuguese even call d it the 
Alostinho Neto tr il. 

Throughout 1965 nd 1966, these 
supplies were distribut tI in th East
ern Relion, ncompassing the districts 
of Moxlco nnd Cuando ClIhango. They 
£0) lowed the fofPl.A memhers who hlld 
lone into these districts to explain 
to the peasantS the political program 
of the MPLA in order to bui ld the pop· 
ular support without which Guorrilla 
war cannot be fought. This was the 
careful pro ess through which tho MPIA 
succeeded in building a m s, multi
tribal Movement to throw the Portuguese 
colonialists out of Angoln. 

The condit ion of life among the 
'Anl0lan peasantry are hart!' 90\ of the 
population I ves in thatched huts in 
widely scattered villages. 98\ of the 
people cannot read or write, Tubercu
losis, ~larla, tetanus, intc$tinal 
diseasel and malnutrition arc wide
spread. Threo out of every five ba
bie. will die before they 'are one yoar 
old. There are nine doctors for very 
ono .illion Angolans. In the rural 
are41, there afe no doctors, no elec· 
trtcity , no roads. and no running 
water. The peopl arc still subject 

to forced contract labor, n system of 
modern slavery whereby those defined 
by Portuguese law as "idle" are forced 
to work for the coloninl government or 
private businesses. This is what 500 
years of Portuguese rule has done for 
the Angolan people 

To defeat the Portuguese coloni
alists meant to defeat them politically 
as well as militarily. The political 
program of the MPIA is a plan to re
structure the economic, social and po
litical life of the country. In the 
liberated areas this consisted of 
creating: l)people's militias to defend 
the villages, 2)peoplc's stores to dis· 
tribute AnJ exchange tools, cloth, food 
and other necessities, 3)village action 
committees of locally elected represen
tatives to solve political, economic 
and military problems, 4)Hedical Assis
tance Service programs for health edu
cation, vaccination and medication, 
S)Centers for Revolutionary Instruction 
for literacy classes and stuJies of 
Angolan history, 'SCience, math and po
litical education on the nature of 
Porturuese colonialism and the libera
tion struggle. To mobilize the broadest 
support, the MPLA also . created mass or
ganizations such as the Organization of 
Angolan Women, the National Union of 
Angolan Workers, a youth organization 
and a children's org niza~ion, 

It is this program that has created 
the broad support enjoyed by the MPLA 
throuahout the country. Carried out 
under extremely difficult conditions, 
it proved to the people the ~IPLA' s 
commitment and ability to lead the 
people toward the SOlution - by the 
people themselves - of their problems 
and needs. By daily example, it taught 
the people the purpose of the armed 
struggle: to create a democrat ic .so
ciety free from exploitation. This 
political support was the basis for 
the HPLA's military victories. As 
Amilcar Cabral, leader of the PAIGC 
and a founder of the ~IPl.A put it: 

ViJJage lNeting "ith Spaxtucus lIon1mambu, IIPLA Eastern Region C~er 

~ -~----~------

"Between one man carrying a gun and 
another carrying a tool, the more im
portant of the two is the man with the 
tool. We've taken up arms to defeat 
the Portuguese, but the whole point of 
driving out the Portuguese is to defend 
the man with the tool." 

Firmly rooted in the Eastern Region, 
the MPtA opened a fourth front in LU:lIlda 
and Malange districts in 1967. In 1968, 
MPLA headquarters was moved to the in
terior, "to contribute in a more im
mediate way to raising the level of 
struggle, to giving it a more defined
political content in all regions." 
(Neto, Tricontinental '7) 

The Portuguese colonialists, armed 
by their Nh.TO allies anti guided by 
U.S. experience in Vietnam, launched 
a major counte~ffensive in this aren 
in 1968. Attempting to destroy the 
popular base of the MI'LA, they removed 
the peasants to strategic hamlets and 
destroyed the crops through the use 
of herbicides. The ~IPL.A responded by 
broadening the war, opening new fronts 
in Bie and Huambo districts in the cen
ter of the country and in ~Iossamedes 
district in the southwest. The MPIA 
slogan "Generalize the armed struggle 
over the whole national terri tory" was 
fast becoming a reality. 

Throughout the 19705, the ~IPl.A 
continued to consolidate its bases 
and expand the war. In the face of 
its growing strength, the Portuguese 
desperately sought to divert the 
struggle by granting political, eco
nomic and social reforms. (For example, 
they permitted radio broadcasts of 
African music for the first time.) 
As early as 1970, Agostinho Neto 
warned of the danger that was to 
grow stronger the closer the MPLA 
came to throwing the colonialists 
out of their country; "What the Por
tuguese arc trying to find is some-
one who will pose as a nationalist 
inside the country." (Davidson,300) 

Holden Roberto and Jonas Savimbi 
were the willing candidates for the 
job. Betraying the genuine nationa
list aspirations that many of their 
followers no doubt had, these two 
traitors would expose themselves 
clearly in 1975 as agents of imperi
alism and neocolonialism. 

HOLDEN ROBERTO AND TIlE FNLA 

At the time when the MPLA was 
formed and was calling for a united 
front against imperialism and colo
nialism, Holden Roberto was seeking 
international support from the U.S., 
United Nations and African leaders 
for the restoration of the old Kongo 
kingdom. This tribalist movement 
first went under the name of the Union . 
of Northern Angolan Peoples in 1956, 
but when it failed to get support in 
its efforts it changed its name to 
the Union of Angolan Peoples (UPA) 
in 1958 in an attempt to broaden its 
appeal. ' Based mainly among the exiled 
Bakongo tribespeople in Zaire, this 
movement failed to develop a base 
within Angola. 
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In 1962, the UPA and the Democra
tic Party of Angola formed the Nation
al Front for the Liberation of Angola 
(PN1,A) and the Revolutionary Govern
ment In Exile (GRAU), announcing that 
it embodied "the two authentic repre
sentatives of the legitimate aspira
tlon$ of the people of Angola." (Da
vidson, 215) The MPl.A was excluded 
from this front. 

For his opposition to the MPLA 
and his phony nationalism. Roberto 
now began to receive a $10,000 yearly 
personal salary from the CIA under 
the Kennedy administration. In addi 
tion, Roberto was supported by the 
U.S. through aid to Zaire. Roberto's 
tribalism served the lnterests of the 
U.S. imperialists well as a means to 
attack the MPLA and divide the Angolan 
people. And, since the U.S. was pre
paring for the eventual defeat of the 
Portuguese, Roherto would also serve 
as U.S. candidate for president of 
A'ngola once the Portuguese were de
feated. 

Roberto's political leadership was 
so bankrupt that even Jonas Savimbi, 
who left FNLA in 1964, had to admit 
that Roberto was "flagrantly tribalist" 
and "subject to American interests." 
(Savimbi in Chilcote, pplS6-6t) Ro
berto maintained the FNLA largely as 
a movement in exile in Zaire, occa
sionally fjghting the Portuguese and 
consistently attacking the MPLA. Ro
berto's strategy was to wait and step 
forward as 8 genuine naitonal!st when 
the Portuguese were on their way out. 
Unfortunately for him, the Angolan 
people would have nothing to do with 
tho man who wanted to turn their coun
try into a U.S. colony. 

JONAS SAVIMBI AND UNITA 

In 1964, Savimbi left the FNLA and 
in 1966 he formed UNITA, the Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola, gath
ering suprort from Angolans in the south 
and Angolan refugees in Zambia, largely 
of the Ovimbundu tribe. Ironically, 
Savlmbi would lead this organization 
down the same tribalist and neocoloni
alist p th that he had previously cri
ticized. 

rnl~ially, UNITA fought some battles 
against the Portuguese, but when ex
pelled from Zambia in 1967 for its at
tacks on the Benguela railroad, it en
tered tnto a peaceful coexistence with 
the Portuguese who seemed content to 
allow it to exist as an opposition 
group to the MPLA. In the recent pe
riod, UNITA's claims to be a genuine 
Angolan liberation movement were to
tally discredited by its alliance, 
beginning 1n 1975 with U.S. imperialism 
and tho racist South African invaders. 
Thus UNITA's cover was dropped and the 
UNITA leadership, which had publiched 
itself as either super revolutionary 
or outrightly neocolonialist (depending 
on where its money was coming from), 
exposed itself for all to see. 

TRIBALISM & 
IMPERIALISM 

In the accounts of both the bour
,eoi. media and the mistaken sectors 
of the U.S. left of the recent struggle 
in Angola, attempts are made to reduce 
the differences between tho MPLA, FNl.A 
and UNITA to a question of "tribalism." 
Tribal conflicts are portrayed as the 
natural state of affairs in Africa. 
Much like the U.S. supported military 
coups in Latin Amorica are cynically, 
even "humorously" dismissed as some 
sort of l.at in American pecularity. 
80th these distortions serve one pur
pose; to cover up the role of U.S. 
laperiali m. But one very clear line 
is alway drawn by progressive forces 
when looking at th se complex situa
tions; this is the line between the 
forces ot natIon I t beration and 
the forces of impo~i 115m and neo
colonialism. In Angot., this is the 
difference. respectivel,. between 
the MPI.A and the FNl.A/UNITA. 

There arc over 100 tribes in An
,ola, but ~st of the people f 11 
into fOllr main groups according to 
the languaies they speak: Ovimbundu 

in the central region (38% of the 
population); Mbundu in the region 
around Luanda (20\); Bakongo in the 
extreme north (13%); and Chokwe Lundu 
in the northeast (6\). The impact 
of col~nialism on this tribal net
work is characterized by 1) attempts 
by the Portuguese to divide the tribes 
against each other, 2) multi-tribal 
alliances against the Portuguese, and 
3) the break down of tribal structures 
and the forging of members of the 
tribes into classes of workers and 
peasants. 

Among the Angolan p30ple, tribal 
conflicts have not been a primary 
source of disunity. They only be
come such when political opportunists 
like Roberto and Savimbi allow imperi
alism to make use of them. Amilcar 
Cabral, PAIGC leader, consistently 
pointed out that tribal contradic
tions are secondary, and that "con
tractions between classes, even when 
only embryonic, are of far greater 
importance." Tribalists, says Cabral, 
are "these individuals who at times 
even look down on their own people 
but who, out of political ambition, 
take advantage of attitudes still 
existing in the minds of our people 
to try to achieve their opportunist 
aims, their political goals, to try 
to quench their thirst for power and 
political domination." (Cabral, 145) 

The position of the MPLA on this 
question has been clearly shown from 
the beginning through both their words 
and their deeds in the anti-colonial 
struggle. Basically, this position 
is that "tribalism must be combatted 
and a concept of nation instilled, 
making the people aware of the ori
gin, nature, and aims of colonialism 
and imperialism." (MPLA, Tricontinen
tal 117) 

In practite , this has meant that 
the MPLA has gene~alized the struRgle 
throughout the country among many tribes. 
In 1969. Neto summarized this work: "It 
is true that the tribal factor exists, 
that there are differences of a tribal 
character among tho population. But 
these differences arc being eliminated 
through political edll~ation and common 
struggle against the colonial enemy." 
(Neto, Tricontinental 1112) 

Tribalism is the tool of imperi
alism, a tool used to divide the Afri-
can people, to carve out spheres of 
influence, and to gain control over 
areas with particularly valuable wealth. 
The history of this is very clear through
out Africa. In the Congo (now Zaire) in 
the early '60s, imperialism backed the 
tribal secessionist movement of Tshombe 
in copper-rich Katanga province in or
der to subvert the progressive govern
ment of Patrice Lumumba. In Nigeria 
a few years later, imperialism supported 
the Biafra tribal secessionist movement. 
In racist South Africa, the white mi
nority regime promotes the separation 
of tribes into bantustans, reservations 
within the borders of South Africa, in 
order to divide and rule. 

Every liberation movement in south
ern Africa has dealt with this ques
tion. Within FRELIMO, for example, 
there was a striking parallel to Angola 
in the attempt to split the' Makonde 
tTibespeople in the north away from 
the organization in 1968. Failing to 
get support from Tanzania, (Nyrere was 
no Mobutu) this movement died and its 
leader defected to the Portuguese. 
(Davidson. 227) This question has al
ways been correctly resolved by the 
liberation movements on the basis of 
anti-imperialist unity. Progressive 

Africa knows that tribalism, in the 
words of MPl.A's Interior Minister, "is 
only a tool given by capitalism to try 
and carve out an area of influence." 
(Afriscope, December 1975) 

U.S. IMPERIALISM: 
MAIN ENEMY 

Throughout the national liberation 
struggle, the Angolan people were, di
rectly or indirectly, up aginst U.S. 
imperialism. As the struggle con
tinues today, this fight remains the 
principal one fOT Angolans, influ
encing all the many other fights they 
must also wage. In the struggle against 
Portuguese colonialism, U.S. military 
and financial backing was significant. 
With the fall of colonial rule, MPLA 
entere4 the "second war of liberation," 
fighting the U.S. client states of 
~ih Africa and iaire, and the neo
colonial puppet movements, FNLA and 
UNITA. Now the People's Republic of 
Angola must reorganite the colonial 
economy in the interests of the Ango
lan people rather than the multina
tional corporations, beginning the 
process which will enable them to 
break with the imperialist system. 
Angolans recognize U.S. imperialism 
as the main enemy; it is important 
that North Americans recognize and 
understand this as well. 

THB U.S. IN ANGOLA AND SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Imperialist interest in southern 
Africa is becoming more and more clear, 
as the liberation struggles against 
this exploitation intensify. It is 
becoming increasingly difficult for 
the State Department to hide the enor
mous economic and strategic stake the 
U.S. has had in the area for decades. 

What is at stake in Angola? The 
country is far more valuable than the 
other former Portuguese colonies, 
Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique. It is 
no accident that the struggle against 
imperialism is most acute in Angola. 
Angola maybe potentially the wealth
iest nation in Africa. It has vast 
deposits of copper, iron, diamonds, 
manganese, titanium, and other stra
tegic minerals, and mQst of all, oil. 
After secret offshore finds in Novem
ber 1973, Angola's reserves were dubbed 
"a new Kuwait." Agriculturally, Angola 
is vitally important. Under a notor
iously inefficient Portuguese coloni
alism (which employed forced labor), 
Angola was the fourth leading coffee 
producer in the world and also grew 
cash crops such as cotton and maize, 
and has vast timber resources. A 
study by a U.S. consulting firm sug
gests that Angola could become a 
breadbasket for Africa. (LSM News, 
Winter 1976) Control of this great 
natural wealth is of crucial concern 
for the international ruling class. 

Possibly even more significant is 
Angola's strategic value. The PRA 
has clearly stated that it will aid 
the liberation struggles in the rest 
of sout.hern Africa, which will ulti
mately mean the fall of all-important 
South Africa itself. This rich, in
dustrialized nation, key to the entire 
area. houses almost every major U.S. 
corpora~ion with a total investment 
of over $1 billion. The importance 
of southern Africa was indicated by 
a shift in U.S. policy toward the area 
laid out in a recently exposed secret 
document (Nation Security Study Memo
randum 39). The new policy called 
for support of the white minority 
regimes over black liberation move
ments. It also called for relaxation 
of economic sanctions against Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia) and South Africa, encour
aging investment in these apartheid 
nations. This increased support for 
these racist regimes points up south
ern Africa's value not only in terms 
of resources, but also in terms of 
strategic position. U.S. military 
sources recently called the sea lanes 
around Africa "the most important naval 
area in the world." (Southern Africa, 
February 1975) 

+ 



U.S. INVESTMENTS IN ANGOLA 

"Who e:r:ploits the ir-on 01'8 in An
gota? The Cer-mans! Who e:z:ptoits the 
oil? The Americans and the Betgians! 
And to whom belongs the Ben~eta RaiZ
road? To the English! To whom be
longs th6 diamond aompany? To the 
Americans~ the Belgians. the French 
and the Engtishl Who is e:z:ptoiting 
the oil in the district of Cabinda? 
The Amerioans'", We are C1Wa1'e the im
perialists are trying to divide our 
peopls to continue their e:z:ptoitation 
• • •• " President Neto 

U.S. investment in Angola only 
began in the early sixties, as a re
sult of the decline of Portuguese 
colonialism. Itself an underdevel
oped country, Portugal could not af
ford the colonial war on three fronts. 
From 1964 on, half the national bud
get went toward the war. More impor
tantly, Portugal lacked the capital 
to create the structures which would 
ensure the transition to neo-coloni
alism. It was thus forced to inter
nationalize control over Angola, by 
inviting foreign investment and with 
it military support. Portugal soon 
became a front for international cap
ital; it is not surprising that the 
war would also become internation
al1ze~. 

The decline of Portuguese coloni
alism originated both within and with
out. Portuguese extraction of Angolan 
wealth has always been at the most pri
mitive level, reflecting in part the 
underdeveloped Portuguese economy. 
(Africa Today, July-August 1970) A 
verItable neo-colony of West Germany, 
Britain and most of all the U.S., Por
tugal still employs a thi~d of its 
population in agriculture. 90\ of 
the people earned less than $21.50 
weekly in 1967. A very low life ex
pectancy exists, as well as an il
litoracy rate of 45\. In the colonies 
the unrelenting oppression of the 
people created the seeds of its own 
destruction, in the MPLA, PAIGC and 
FRELIMO. 

While Portugal could benefit from 
its colonies, by extracting raw mate
rials and creating markets for 24\ of 
its exports, no stable, lasting situ
ation could be established in the de
cade of African independence. Porced 
by the costs of the wars to seek new 
SOUTces of revenue and lacking the 
capital to neo-colonize, Portugal was 
driven to open the doors of the colo
nies to foreign investment. In.1965, 
restrictions on non-Portuguese lnvest
ment were relaxed, and U.S. and Eu:o
pean corporations jumped in feet flrst, 
quickly developing the dormant natural 
wealth of the colonies, especially 
Angola. 

Until the 1960s, direct U.S. in
V8st.ant 1n Angola amounted to little 
.ore than Gulf and Esso prospecting 
concessions. Today investments ex~ 
ceed $300 million, and involve over 
30 multinationals. Oil and mineralS 
are the main concerns; discovery and 
development of these have ~ncreased. 
steadily since the early slxties. D1S~ 
tributing corporations were mainly 
geared to the war: General Tire and 
Kaiser (AM) Jeep supplied military 
transportation, and Mobil Oil was proud 
of its role fueling the Portuguese war 
lIIachine. 

The leader of the scramble ~or . 
Angola Gulf Oil began prospect1ng 1n 
1954 ~nd struck in 1966 in the enclave 
af C~binda. By the end of 1969 it had 
invested $130 million. and in the same 
year paid the Angolan Government $20 

miliion, or one-half the Portuguese 
defense budget for Angola in that year. 
The investment is evidently worthwhile, 
as Gulf enjoys the sole concession in 
Cabinda, which by itself could be Af
rica's fourth or fifth largest source 
of oil. by 1974 Gulf was exporting 
half of Angola's total, at a profit 
rate of 6000\. Gulf regards its Ango
lan operation as "one of the major 
growth areas of the corporation." 
(New York Times, 5/6/70) 

Gulf's early history in Cabinda 
is interesting, as the MPLA occupied 
nlore than 90% of the enc lave. They 
had to suspend operations often due 
to raids, but moved back "before 
machine-gun muzzles were COld." Th~! y 
set up aldeamentos (strategic hamlets) 
and protected Gulf camps with barbed 
wire, spotlights and guard dogs. More 
recently, Gulf financed the "Front for 
the Liberation of the Enclave of Ca
binda," (FLEC), the "liberation move
ment" which threatened to sever the 
rich territory from the rest of Angola. 

Texaco was granted its first con~ 
cession in 1968 through a joint agree
ment with a Portuguese and South Afri
can controlled company - ANGOL - for 
oil prospecting in several areas of 
Angola. Essex corporation, Union Car
bide, Mobil Oil, Standard Oil of Cali
fornia all have substantial investments 
in Angola . 

Mineral extraction includes dia
monds (Angola is the world's fifth 
largest exporter), in which Diamond 
Distributors of New York and Diversa, 
Inc. of Dallas playa key role. Iron 

ore deposits at Cassinga in southern 
Angola are among the richest in the 
world; West Germany is the main party, 
though the U.S. Export-Import Bank is 
a major financier and General Electric 
has provided 30 locomotives. Tenneco 
is a U.S. firm extracting sulphur, and 
COPAN, a baby of the Rockefellers, holds 
a phosphate concession. 

The tinance capitalists have a 
large stake in Angola. Aside from 
the examples above, Chase and the 
Rockefellers have interests in Ango
lan oil, aluminum, paper, plantations 
and other resources. They own a good 
share of the Benguela Railway, the 
strategic transportation system not 
only for Angola but also for copper 
shipped from Zambia and Zaire. (NACLA, 
April 1976) Prom 1962-68 the Exp"rt
Import Back loaned Portugal more than 
$73 million, and was thus a major bac
ker of Portuguese colonialism. 

Those sectors of the Angolan eco
nomy that the U.S. did not exploit 
through direct investment it gobbled 
up in trade. After Portugal, the 
U.S. was Angola's second biggest 
trading "partner." The U.S. takes 
50\ of Angola's robusta coffye to 
make instant coffee and instant pro
fits here. This trade was crucial 
to the Portuguese economy, as it pro
vided the foreign currency reserves 
and capital to offset Portugal's 
huge balance of trade deficit. 

IMPERIALISM MEANS WAR 

To protect its investments in 
Angola, the U.S. and the NATO coun
tries have for a long time been in
volved militarily, fighting along
side Portugal against the MPLA. U.S. 
intervention did not begin last fall, 
but had been going on for mOTe than 
a decade. Without the backing of the 
U.S., through NATO, Portugal would 
have lost its colonial wars much 
sooner than 1974. The MPLA in its 
struggle recognized that it was 

fighting more than Portugal alone, 
that again it was imperialism which 
~as the ultimate enemy. 

The U.S. was at times embarrassed 
by the exposure of its support of 
fascism and colonialism, but nonethe
less consistently aided Portugal mili
tarily throughout the COlonial wars. 
From 1962-68 the U.S. gave $39 million 
in military assistance directly to 
Portugal, as well as other support 
through a variety of indirect means. 
The excuse for this was that sup
porting a NATO country was a strictly 
European affair. Portugal disagreed; 
it was using virtually all its mili
tary aid in the colonies. 

After initially increasing arms 
sales to Portugal (Boeing aircraft, 
Bell helicopters, and herbicides) in 
1971 the U.S. announced a $436 million 
aid package. NATO aid was also greatly 
increased, although the three colonies 
were all well beyond the NATO defense 
sphere. All of Portugal's weapons 
were supplied by its NATO partners. 
Aircraft came from the U.S., West Ger
many, France; helicopters came from 
Prance, Italy and West Germany; ships 
and light weapons from West Germany; 
etc. , 

From 1964 to 1970 about 350 Portu
guese officers underwent training in 
the U.S.; many were schooled in tac
tics of counter-insurgency. NATO schools 
taught chemical and biological warfare, 
which was used in Angola. 

The U.S. used Portuguese territory 
for its own military use, especially 
the Azores. The rent for the usc of 
this base was set at an artificially 
high rate, to provide an indirect sub
sidy for the colonial war effort. The 
base has provided $6 million a year in 
employment and purchases fOT the Portu
guese economy. 

Another ('hannel for mil i tary aid 
has been the notorious CIA. One example 
was the attempt to smuggle 20 B-26 bomb
ers to Portugal in 1965. The indivi
duals who tried this were caught, and 
they explained that they were working 
for the CIA. No action was taken against 
the agency, . and Portugal was allowed to 
keep the seven bombers it had received. 
Simultaneously, of course, the CIA was 
funding Holden Roberto and the FNLA, 
thus fighting the MPLA both on the co
lonial and nco-colonial sides. 

ntE MAIN ENEMY 

It is apparent than that throughout 
MPLA's struggle for national liberation 
one force has consistently threatened 
the success of that struggle. The U.S., 
heading the i~perialist wolfpack, from 
the beginning propped up a dying Por
tuguese colonialism, and when that 
failed, tried to subvert the people's 
aspirati~ns by attempting to install 
neo~colonialist puppets which other
wise had very little support. 

These military and political moves 
are but a reflection of the importance 
of Angola to imperialism, both econo
mically and !trategically. A dying 
Portuguese colonialism administered 
and profited from Angola, yet it was 
the multinatIonal corporations which 
enjoyed the wealth of the country 
throughout the liberation struggle. 
The same corporations still operate 
in Angola today; it will be a long 
time before socialism is built. U.S. 
imperialism remains the main enemy 
of the Angolan people - the struggles 
continues I 



POPULATION: 6-million people, cent
ereu in west coastal and plateau 
regions. Luanda has 500,000 people. 

STRATEGTC [MPORTANCfl: Angola's 
po rt S lHOVl de tHe p ri ma ry out] et 
to t.he At lantic for Zaire and 
Zwnhi a' 5 copper via the Ben-
guoln nailroad. Free Angola 
s TV s as n base for the South 
West African People's Organiza
tj on (SWAPO), the Ii berat ion 
mov'O\ ot of Namibia, anu the 
African National Congress CANC) I 

tho liberation organi zation of 
Aiania (South Africa). 

FROM LI SBON 
TO LUAN DA 

1111J coup IN PORTUGAL 

l~e African liberation movements 
in the Portuguese colonies - MPLA, 
PAIGe, FREl.Hl0 - dea 1 t heavy blows 
to the fascist dictatorship of Portu
gal, lending to its overthrow on April 
25, 1974. Here we sec a clear example 
of the link between tho anti-imperi
alist, anti-colonialist struggle in 
the oppressed nation and the workinf( 
class stnlggle in the oppressor nat jon. 
In turn, the coup would have a profound 
effect on the course of the liberation 
war in Angoln. The primary consoquence 
of the COIlP for the imperialists was 
that they lost their main nlly in Angola, 
the Portuguese government. The U.S. and 
its European allies were forced to change 
the form of their intervention. Now they 
would work primnri ly through their Ango
lan puppets, Roberto nnll Savimbi, and 
through their neocolonialist partners, 
South Africa and Zaire. 

IMPERIALISM REGROUPS: 1974 

The impact. of the coup on the 
liberation struggle in Angola was 
not inunedintely clear. Tho struggle 
for state power in Portugal between 
the progressive wing and the right 
wing within the Armed Forces Move-
ment continued throughout 1974 and 
1975. It was not until January 1975 
that the Portuguese announced their 
intention to leave Angoln. The MPLA's 
response to the coup was to continue 
tho aTllled strugglo and rely on the 
Angolan people, and not the Portuguese, 
(or thoir independence. The forces of 
imporial ism regrouped to implement 
their stratogy for post-Portuguese 
Angola: neocolonialism. 

South African officials including 
the Chief of the South African Armed 
Forces met with top Pentagon offi
cials, including the Chairman of the 
Joint Chief of Staff, allegedly on 
a "private visit." On September 15, 
General Spinola, head of the junta 
ruling Portugal at the time and fOT
lIIor commander of the colonial army, 
held a secret meeting with Mobutu, 
Roberto and a delegation from the 
Chipenda f ction (which splIt from 
the MPIA and joined FNLA/UNITA) . . 
While W8 ohviously do not know the 
exact content of these meetings. it 
is clear from later everts that they 
wer aimed at putting Roberto in power 
in Aniola, transferring oil-rich Ca
blnda to Mobutu, and smashing the MPLA. 

Meanwhile, back at headquarters, 
the U.S. government was assembling 
its own destabilization team. The 
melber" sadly enough, were all too 
raaillar. The te m was headed by 
Nathaniel Davis, who as ambassador 
to ChUe coordinated the coup which 
overthrew the elected Allende govern
• cnt in 1973 and installed the fns
cist military junta there. Davis was 
no.tnated Anitant Secretary of State 
(or African Affai rs in Decemb l' over 
the unanimous protest of the OAU and 
was confirmed by the Senat in April 
1975. De ne Hinton was appointed U.S. 
aabassadoT to Zaire in Juno 1974. fie 
was fOl1llcl'ly a counteor -insurgency ex
pen iTl Guatemala wht-re he dirocted 
a program resulting in the d nths of 
an estilQ; ted 20,000 people from 1967-
71; leter he joined Dav 5 in Chile for 
the coup. William Dowdler and Jeffery 
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Davidow went to work in South Africa; 
both are former Latin American "experts" 
as well. 

TIlE ROLE OF MOBUTU 

The Mobutu regime in Zaire is the 
U.S. government's strongest ally in 
black Africa and has played a key role 
in carryjng out U.S. policies in Africa. 
Mobutu came to power (through prior 
help of ' the CIA) in a military coup in 
1965. It was Mobutu's troops who helped 
overthrow the leader of the Congo, Pa
trice Lumumba, and hau him killed in , 
1961. Since coming to power, Mobutu's 
government has received more U.S. aid 
than any other African country. U.S. 
corporations have invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars in Zaire, and U.S. 
banks have arranged loans totalling 
nearly one bjllion dollars. It is no 
wonder that Zaire is also the site of 
the CIA's largest station in Africa. 
Thus on the African continent, Zajre 
plays tht' same role as Brazil in Latin 
America or the Shah of Iran in the 
Middle East - it is the guardian of 
U.S. interests. 

In 1974, Mobutu continued to pro
mote the FNLA, to foster disunity with
in the MPLA, and to attempt to seize 
oil-rich Cabinda. Mobutu supported the 
phony "Pront for the Liberation of the 
Enclave of Cabinda" (FLEC) which staged 
an abortive uprising in November 1974. 
To split the MPLA, Mobutu offered eco
nomic and political incentives for 
MPLA commander Daniel Chipenda to leave 
the MPLA: Mobutu sought to promote Chip
enda as the real MPLA and to discredit 
Neto. And of course, he continued to 
arm, train and provide soldiers for the 
FNLA. 

At the time when the Ford Adminis
tration was turning down New York City's 
request for money to pay for jobs and 
social services, Ford asked Congress 
for increased millions for Zaire'S 
failing economy and its dirty work in 
Angola. Aid to Zaire jumped from 3.8 
million in fiscal year 1974 to 42 mil
lion for fiscal year 1975. The request 
for 1976 is estimated at 64.5 million. 
Kissinger himself admitted to the Sen
ate Appropriations Committee on Novem
ber 20, 1975 that this money was in 
fact an "indirect subsidy" for the 
FNLA. 

WAR OF POSITION 

Within Angola, the MPLA, FNLA and 
UNITA contended for geographic and po
litical position . Unlike the MPLA, 
which had developed a broad base of 
support throughout most of Angola, the 
FNLA and UNITA had confined themselves 
respectively to a thin northern strip 
and the southern area. They now sought 
to make up fOT lost time and move into 
better positions. During this process 
fighting often broke out between the 
MPLA, FNLA and UNITA. Along with these 
military battles went the battles of 
ideas, as each group sought to win more 
support to its side. Due to its well 
developed political program, the MPLA 
won this battle. which in the long run 
proved to be the decisive one • 

THE IMPERIALIST WAR OF AGGRESSION 

On January 5, 1975, under pressure 
from the progressive governments of 
Africa. the MPLA joined with the FNI~ 
and UNJTA in the Mombassa agreement to 
form a united front to negotiate wi th 
the Portuguese government. Following 
this. the Portuguese government an
nounced its intention to leave Angola 
and met with the MPLA, FNLA and UNITA 
to sign the A1vor Agreement. This 

SIZE: With over 481,000 sq. miles. 
Angola is twice the size of Texas. 
It is bordered by Zaire. Namibia, 
and Zambia.Cabindu. a small coast
al area to the north about the size 
of Delaware. is part of Angola. 

RESOURCES: Coffee, cotton, sugar. 
oil. diamonds. iron ore and other 
minerals make Angola one of the 
world's richest nations. 

outlined the formation of a tranSl
tional government and a national army 
and set the date of Portuguese depar
ture for November II, 1975. 

This transitional government never 
worked and fighting broke out within 
days after the signing of this agree
ment. The reason for this was that 
the call for unity between the three ' 
groups did not correspond to the 
realities of the situation. The FNLA 
continued to act as an agent of U.S. 
imperialism. In the face of this 
UNITA attempted to portray itself as 
playing a neutral role Qut in fact 
sided with the FNLA and imperialism 
and finally the racist South African 
regime. 

The conflicts between the MPLA on 
the one side and FNLA/UNITA on the 
other revealed themselves not 
as conflicts between patriots of dif
fering tendencies, nor as tribal con
flicts. The conflict was between the 
forces of independence and self-deter
mination,led by the MPLA, and the for 
ces of imperialism and neocolonialism, 
the FNLA and UNITA. 

THE U.S. STEPS IN 

At the time the Mobassa Agreement 
was signed, a meeting of Kissinger's 
"40 Committee" took place in Washing
ton, D.C. (This committee is made up 
of the CIA director, Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Deputy Secre
tary of Defense, and Under Secretary 
of State for Political Affairs. It 
was this committee that directed the 
coup against Chile.) At that time, 
the committee decided to step up aid 
to Roberto immediately; Savimbi would 
have to wait until July for his money, 

This information did not become 
public until leaked to the New York 
Times in a September 25th story. By 
that time the U.S. had already publi
cized its cover story that U.S. aid 
was a response to Soviet build up in 
Angola. What this New York Times 
story and many others-that followed 
it revealed, however, was that this 
story was a lie. In fact, U.S. build 
up occurred two months prior to the 
arrival of increased Soviet aid. 1be 
MPLA called on the Soviet Union to 
aid in the defense of Angola against 
the imperialist assault in knew was 
coming. 

., With this in mind, the events of 
1975 become much clearer. Throughout 
the next seven months, the FNLA and 
UNITA stepped up their attacks on the 
MPLA and s~uiht to advance thoir for
ces. In Jply. the "40 Committee" met 
again and stepped up its aid to FNLA 
and UNITA; millions of dollars in wea
pons and diTect cash payments were 
authorized. In August, South African 
troops invaded and occupied the Cunene 
River Dam 25 miles inside Angola. At 
the end of August a l500-man column of 
mercenaries invaded Angola from Namibia. 

SOUTH AFRICA INVADES: CONVENTIONAL WAR 

October 23, 1975 marked a decisive 
moment in the liberation war. On that 
day an armo~ed column of 1500 South 
African troops equipped with tanks, 
armored cars and helicopters invaded 
Angola, driving up the coast. In one 
month. this WWII-style blitzkrieg 
reinforced by a second colUmn on No
vember IS, and the PNLA/UNITA troops 
and mercenaries, drove 625 miles into 
Angola. 

It was this litttle publicized 
event that caused the MPLA to calIon 
the revolutionary government of Cuba 
to come to its aid. CUban advisors 
had been with the MPLA since the mid-



1960$, and in the spring of 1975 230 
had been sent to help train MrLA sol 
diers. BlIt it '"ns not \Inti 1 this in
va ion that Cuha~ops entered the 

Ihting. ~ soldiers responded 
to the.£!.!.!. f!:2!!!. ~ MPLA to rJpell the 
Iilvasion ~!.!!! annr of theracist -
South II.tl'lcnn govC'rnlncnt:--lf'-was Muth 
Afden that introduced conventional war 
in Angola, and the MPLA called on Cuban 
troops, who had more training in thi.s 
type of war, to help them. 

To the North, the FNLA and about 
5000 troops of the Zaire army invaded 
driving toward Luanda, the capital ci~y 
of Angola and an MPLA stronghold . This 
was a coordinated effort with the lnva
sion from the south, a pincer movement 
designed to crush the MPLA between the 
claws of Zaire and South AHrca. The 
U.S. role in this operation was clear; 
it supplied the money, weapons, intel
ligence operations, and an airlift of 
mercenaries and supplies. By December 
the U.S. government admitted to spending 
32 million dollars, a figure that was 
later revised to SO million and finally 
to well over 100 million dollars (not 
including the amount of arms and money 
funneled through Zaire to the FNLA/ 
UNITA). 

In the face of this invasion, the 
MPLA declared the independence of An
gola November 11, 1975 and founded the 
People's Republic of Angola. The new 
state, according to its Declaration 
of Independence, would be based on 
"the alliance of workers and peasants ll 

to "build a society without exploiters 
or exploited." The primary task, Noto 
announced, was "to expel the armies 
of Zaire, South Africa and the Portu
guese fascists, as well as those of 
Angolan puppets and mercenaries of 
various origins, who constitute the 
combined forces of imperialism in 
our country. 

1bis governemnt was joyously 
greeted by the Angolan people and 
was immediately recognized by 27 na
tions, including Algeria, CongO-Braz
zaville, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau/Cape 
Verde, Nigeria, Mozambique, Cuba, 
South Vietnam. Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, and the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea. 

With the aid of their Cuban allies 
and weaponry from the Soviet Union, 
and with the political sllpport of the 
Angolan people, the rlPLA repelled 
the imperialist invasion. Through
out January and February, the forces 
of imperialism were driven from An
gola humiliated in their attempts to 
subvert the just cause of the people 
of Angola. 

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR MPLA 

"Nor of course.do we depreaiate in 
any way the political and military 
support aiven by socialist and Afri
can countries - support which has 
greatly faciLitated our struggle. 
But we must recognize that aU of 
this is secondary. What is primary 
and essential is our action within 
the oountry, for it is through this 
aotion that we IAYitL achieve reaL in
dependence." (MPLA 1970, LSM p.§) 

U.S. Government and media charges 
of Soviet and Cuban interference in 
Angola have 'confused the Americnn 
public including many progressive 
and socialist p~op1e. This is the 
strategy of Kissinger and the "40 
Committee" to cover-up the U.S.
backed imperialist invasion of Octo
ber 1975, to crush the genuine lib-

\ eration forces. Another side of this 
strategy is to isolate the MPLA from 
the international support that it 
deserves by whipping up anti-commu
nist hysteria. 

These charges of "Soviet coloni
alism" arc ironic given the extensive 
U.S. backing for the Portuguese colo
nial war. Portugal, itself nn under
developed nation in the orbit of in
ternational capital ism I was equipped 
and financed by the U.S. and its 
NATO allies. 

In contrast, the MrLA's peasant 
guerrilla army needed all the mate
rials and technical know-how neces
sary to wage an armed struggle and 
provide for the population in its 
liberated zones. It would be ideal
istic to believe that a movement in 
an underdeveloped country could meet 
these tremendous needs without outside 
assistance. International support 
plays a crucial role in national liber
ation struggles as it did in Vietnam 
and all the former PortuguesC' co lonles. 
Support from the socialist nations has 
accelerated and move these struggles 
forw:ud. This aid is an important 
factor, yet it has never defi ned the 
MPLA-Ied libel'ation struggle. MPLA 
appealed to a wide spectrum of pro
gressive forces for diplomatiC, eco
nomic and military support. Aid was 
accepted from ~ny source as long as 
"no strings" wC're attnched. 

From carlyon in the armed struggle 
MPLA received arms, training nnd other 
material from the Soviet Union, Czecho
slovakia, Edst Germany, Yugoslavia, 
Cuba and at times China. Sweden nnd 
Denamrk, world church organizations, 
and support groups throughout Europe 
and the U.S. have also made important 
contrilSutions. 

Within Africa aid has been chan
nelled since 1966 through the OAU to 
the MPLA. The progressive countries 
of Algeria, Congo (Brazzaville), Guinea 
(Conakry) and Tanzania have consist
ently provided support which has in
cluded training, bases and logistical 
aid. 

After massive invasion of Angola 
by racist Snuth African, Zairean and 
white merce,lary troops, only the most 
blatantly neo-colonial countries did 
not come out in support of the ~IPLA. 
Support from progressive Africa re
cently culmi~ated in OAU recognition 
of the MPLA-led People's Republic of 
Angola. ' 

Not before the invasion of fOTeign 
armies did MPLA request greater assis
tance to make the radical transition 
fTom guerrilla to conventional warfare. 
This included receiving troops from 
Guinea, Guinea-13issau and Cubn, which 
operated the heavy equipment given by 
the Soviet Union. Nigeria granted 
20 million dollars to the PRA, and 
the prople of ~lozamb ique pI edged a 
day's pay ea<:h week for the new re
public. The nctions of these countries 
were an extension of over IS years of . 
s~pport for ~lPLA. They were also a 
response to the year-long build-up and 
invasion of the PRA by imperialist 
forces. ~lozambique I 
Cuba, the Soviet Union and others were 
coming to the support of the forces of 
independence, anti-imperialism and 
socialism in Angola. 

In response to U.S. propaganda 
slurs which label these fraternal and 
internationalist acts as "foreign 
intervention" and "communist coloni
zation," MPLA President Neto responded: 
"Just because the Soviet Union suppUes 
us with weapons, it doesn't mean that 
we have beaome a sateLLite. We've 
nevep been one.. We've nevep aoked 
Moscow fop adviae on how to set up 
our state. All the major decisions 
in our countpy are taken by our move
ment, our government, and our people. " 
(Le Monue, reprint Guardian 1/14/76) 

MPLA has consistenly taken n po
sition of non-alignment as have l'IOst 
national liberation struggle through
out the WOrld. It is a racist and 
chauvanist ~osition to imply that a 
people that have fought at great sac
rifice for over 15 years will exchange 
their independence for another form 
of domination. It is the duty of 
progressive and socialist peoples 
to unconditionally support the na
tional liberation struggles for self
determination. The MPLA has called 
for a wide rang) of materials to re
build their war-torn nation - i.e. 
tools, educational and medical sup
plies. They have also called for us 

................................................................................................................. : 

I "We Cubans helped our An9o~ALUTE TO CUBA I 

I 

brothers and sisters first and fore- later Cuba began a long his- meaning of proletarian inter- : 
most on principle, because we are tory of aid to the guerrillas nationalism--- the solidarity : 
internationalists, and secondly, in the Congo--- with Che him- of the working classes of • 
because our people are both a Latin- self establishing many con- different countries. This aid : 
American people and a Latin-African tacts. to Africa carries on the great I 
people. Millions of Africans were internationalist spirit that :. 
shipped to Cuba as slaves by the the Cubans extended to the 
colonialists, and a good part of Vietnamese people: In 1972 I. 
Cuban blood is African blood." the Cubans sent a brigade to 
--- Fidel Castro's speech in help rebuild the U.S.-bombed I 
Guinea, March 17, 1976 dikes in North Vietnam, just 

one of many acts of solidar-

The Cuban people have long 
supported the liberation struggles 
of the African nations. One of 
the first acts of the young rev
olutionary government in the ear
ly 1960's was to give ~id ~o the 
Algerian people in the~r f~ght 
against the French colonialists. 
In 1964 Che Guevara told the , . 
delegates at the Afro-Aslan 
SOlidarity Conference in Al
giers: " The crimes committed 
in the Congo must be avenged." 
Che was referring to the CIA 
assassination of Patrice Lum
umba in the Congo. One year 

More recently, the high-
ly skilled Cuban medical cad
res have lent their assistance 
to the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, 
Somalia, Guinea, and Angola.They 
have not only aided wounded 
guerrilla fighters in their 
respective countries, but in 
Cuba itself! 

By shedding their blood 
in Angola, the Cuban people 
have shown all the oppressed 
around the world the true 

ity. I Finally, we must take 
seriously the recent threats 
of Ford and Kissinger against 
Cuba--- threats that have warned 
of possible military retaliation i 
against Cuba for her support to 
Angola. We agree with Fidel when I 
he answered these threats: "Who 
does Ford think he is talking to? 
This is not the old Cuba ... This 
is the new Cuba!We don't care if 
it takes a 100 years to estab-
lish relations with the U.S. We 
will continue to support the MPLA 
of Angola." 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



to educate and mobilize the American 
people to oppose the aggression of 
our government in Angola. Our in
ternationalist duty is an essential 
pa~t of our own struggles - for no 
lIIll.tter where we reside within the 
imperialist system " .•• eaoh nation 
lib~rated is a phase won in the 
batH6 fat' tl1e Uberation of one's 
own oountry." (Che Guevara) 

THE FUTURE 
OF ANGOLA 
The Angolan national liberation 

war is not over. As political power 
is consol idated, the struggle will 
continue to the next crucial stage. 
After 15 years of war the PRA flag 
waves ovor Angola, but whether this 
can be translated into full economic 
independence in favor of the Angolan 
masses nnd in spite of imperialism 
is the question of Angoln's future . 

Grave problems face the MPLA gov
ernment. Neo-colonialist forces have 
devastated much of the count 't'y, thrown 
the notional economy into disarray, 
and will continue to threnten inva
sion and economic sabotage. tn the 
longer term, the transformation of 
a colonial economy into an indepen
dent, socialist one will be a tre
mendous task. The economy based on 
an ext rnct i vc mineral industry and a 
few cash crops leflccts the mecha
nisms which lock it into the imperi
alist system. To begin the battle 
against underdevelopment - necessary 
to make the economic break with im
perialism ~ MPLA will first need to 
generate the required technical cadre 
and surplus capital. 

Although it has n difficult road 
ahead, MPLA is committed to carrying 
through the Angolan revolution to 
complete independence. President Neto 
asks: "W1Jat use is the struggLe if 
WQ remain subjeot to forced Labor~ 
in the companies in the mines - even 
if they ~e aLl direoted by Africans? 
What use is the saorifice if we ~e 
stiLL obliged to seZZ the cattle and 
the cotton in markets which onLy ben
sfit businessmen - even if they ~e 
Afrioans? What is the use of so 
much blood~ if in the end we reonain 
aubjectedto a state which~ even if 
ruled by Africans~ OIlly serves the 
rioh and powel'ful?" The anti-coloni
alist struggle was fought under this 
political line. In the liberated 
regions, it was not only the people's 
support. but also the people's parti
cipation in the new economic infra 
structure (people's stores, cottage 
industry and collective agriculture) 
and in the political decisions which 
affected their lives (village action 
cOl1l/1littees) which MPLA promoted. 

Tho emphaSis on participation, 
first manifested in action committees, 
has been carried thro4gh to the pre
sent Popular Power movement, which 
spra~g up in tho urban areas and has 
subsequently been guided by the MPIA. 
The November 11 constitution of the 
People's Republic of Angola states 
that: "The masses shall be guaranteed 
broad. effective participation in the 
exercise of political power ...• " In 
February this was effected through 
the estnblishment of a pyramid of 

Angolans march to indep
endence under MPLA banner 

People's Committees which provided 
for democracy from the lowest level 
on up. Worker'S Assemblies have also 
been created for dealing with ques
tions of production in the towns. 
Rural production, the heart of the 
Angolan economy, is quickly being 
organized into peasant-controlled 
cooperatives and communes. 

These popular organs along with 
the MPLA leadership face the problems 
of national liberation and reconstruc
tion. The slogan in Luanda continues 
to be "produce to resist." A Resis
tance Political Economy hns been for
mulated to join state, cooperative 
and private enterprises "to insure 
econom~c support to the anti-imperi
alist war." Those enterprises most 
essential to the resistance will be 
nationalized first. 

While immediately dealing with 
short-term problems of recovery and 
resistance it appears that the new 
popular structures will play an im
portant role in the struggle toward 
complete independence, on the road 
to socialism. In fact, the process 
of building socialism has already be
gun. As revealed in a recent inter
view with PRA Prime Minister, Lopo 
do Nascimento, Education is a major 
priority, both for developing tech
nical cadre and for ensuring a cor
rect political direction. Nationali
zation of the economy is moving very 
quickly, due in part to foreign aban
donment of certain sectors, and agri
cultur~l production is being re-organ
ized. Crucial health care is devel
oping in the rural areas with the 
assistance of the Cuban doctors. 

The present rapid development of 
tho People's Republic of Angola is an 
indication that the Angolans are a 
people capable of delivering a severe 
blow to the imperialist system by 
wresting back what is rightfully 
t.heirs - Angola! 

glossary I 
NEOCOLONIALIS~t: A modern form of 
colonialism whereby colonies are 
granted all of the outward signs 
of political independence. In fact, 
however, they remain colonies in that 
their economic systems and therefore 
their political policies, are con
trolled by an outside nation--- usu
ally the former colonial master and 
its allies. Puerto Rico, for ex
ample, is a neocolony of the U.S. 

IMPERIALISM: An international 
system of political and economic 
exploitation of countries by other 
countries which have a capitalist 
system. Imperialism is the highest 
stage of capitalist development-.
the monopoly stage. The monopoly 
stage is charactericized by the 
concentration of capital in the 
hands of a small group of bankers 
and multinational corporations. 
In this stage the drive for pro
fits and essential raw materials 
is expanded throughout the world, 
resulting in the plundering of 
many nations by a few nations. 

APARTHEID: The political and 
economic system of Azania's 
(South Africa) ruling white 
minority. This system institut
ionalizes white privilege and 
prosperity maintained through 
the exploitation of the Black 
majority. In South Africa 
whites are 19% of the popula
tion while Blacks are 81%. This 
minority owns over 87% of the 
land while Blacks are forced 
to live on Bantustans---so 
called homelands--- which is 
only 13\ of the least product
ive land. White per-capita in
come is 11 times that of Blacks, 
and Black life expectancy is 
only 32-years old. White babies 
dies at a rate of 27 per thousand 
upon birth--- whereas the Black 
infant mortality rate is 100-200 
in the cities and 400-500 in the 
rural areas. This is the grim re~ 
allty of Apartheid. 
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April. 1976; Liberation Support 
Move.ent (LSM) New~ 
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Africa and the West; "Liber
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1976; Julius Nyerre (president 
of Tanzania) speech in Guard
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ces--- every issue has material 
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