
ReleaBe: Immediate 

Corvallis, Oregon --- African students of Oregon State 
University have written Robert MacVicar, president of 
the institution, to protest a proposed visit August 24 
to October 4 of the Oregon State University wrestling 
team to South Africa. 

"We strongly oppose that visit," said the letter, which 
was signed by Winnie Tay, president of the African 
Studen'ts' Association, a.nd strongly endorsed by African 
students themselves. The letter added that the viait 
"is in direct violation of the United Nations sports 
boycott of South Afr1cao ll 

The association told Dr. MacVicar it believed one of the 
consequences of the projected visit to South Africa by 
the OSU wrestlers might be "strong action within the 
PAC-lO universities aga.inst OBU this coming year," and 
added that the visit would have Ha very negative impact 
on the future recruitment of a.thletes to this institution." 

The African Students'Association also addressed letters 
to the wrestling team members themselves to say that in 
going to South Africa, "it 'is our belief that you must 
not be aware of the oppression of the Afri~an majority 
in South Africa which bas led to an international sports 
boycott of that country by the United NationsG We also 
think that you might not be aware of the possible conse
quences for those who choose to ignore tbat boycott by 
travelling there to pe.l"ti.cipate in sports 0 II 

IIThere is a strong possib111ty,tI the African students 
told the athletes p ~:that individuals, teams, and institutions 
wil!, be blacklisted, barring them from future international 
competition." 
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The letter to the athletes also said, "We believe it Is 
, . 
~peratlve thnt you be absolutely clear about such matters 
before you make your :tinal decision a.oou't whether or not 
to violate the boycotto" 

The African Students' Association, sa.id Mr. Tny, its 
president, represents about 150 students on the campus 
and is atf1l1ated with similar groups on many campuses 
in the United Stateso 

The lettar to Dro MacVicar included a request for a 
meeting with him "to explore this issue further o" It 
also said aopi.es of the letter were baing posted to a 
very broad representation of individuals and organizations 
who honor the boycotto ReCipients, the association told 
Dr. MacVlcar, ,muld include individuals in Corvallis; 
state officials; organizatioDs and individuals within 
the PAC-IO universities; UoS o national sporting bodies; 
aportlng bodies in Europe and Af?ica(including the Supreme 
Council for Sports in Africa); national bodies in this 
country which oppose apaxtheid; and UN missions of the 
African countries with whom asc has or proposes academic 
or "aid" relations 0 
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Note to Editors: for further information, please write 
African Students! AssociatioD, Oregon State University, 
Corval11a, OR 97331, or call Jules Damji at (503) 758-4577 . 
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