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Massacre in Bisho

Without a strong chance of winning
power through the ballot-box, and with
the shadowy agendas of its private
backers in South Africa and on the
Portuguese right still operational, it
remains unclear what benefit RENAMO
itself would derive from a halt to the
fighting. (SouthScan, August 14, 1992)

Soldiers of the Ciskei Defense Force
(CDF) opened fire on a demonstration •
near the city of Bisho September 7,
killing at least 28 and injuring 195.
Approximately 40-60,000 people
gathered for the demonstration organized
by the ANC to protest against the lack of
free political activity in Ciskei. The
ANC points to the evidence that the
massacre was premeditated and planned
by the government, including the fact
that the troops were armed with live
ammunition. The CDF claim that they
were fired on first by people in the crowd
but this has not been supported by
eyewitness statements. (South Africa
Political Update, II September 1992)

Cease-fire Hopes Rest
on RENAMO's Politi
cal Self-confidence

The effectiveness of the Joint Declaration

signed by Chissano and Dhlakama in a
meeting August 7, 1992 will depend as
much on RENAMO's political self
confidence as on legal agreements.

The Angolan Bicesse agreement signed
between the Angolan government and
UNITA in May 1991 has worked up to
now mainly, many analysts agree,
because both sides believe they have a
good chance of doing well in the upcom
ing general elections.

But in Mozambique nobody doubts, least
of all RENAMO itself, that it might take
years to tum itself into a credible
political force. RENAMO remains an
object of fear and loathing for much of
the rural population because of its record
of e)\.-treme brutality. There is little sign
that this aspect of its behavior is chang
ing.

Mozambique Will be
the Next Somalia

Emergency relief and drought assess
ments indicate Mozambique will likely
deteriorate into a crisis similar to
Somalia ifgreater attention is not
directed toward the country. In both
Mozambique and Somalia, war and
destabilization, political disarray and
drought are fueling the famine. In
Mozambique, 3.1 million people are at
immediate risk of starvation and an
additional 6 million people are dependent
on food aid.

"War remains the major cause offamine
in Mozambique, " said Sharon Pauling,
Africa policy analyst with Bread for the
World. "Since 1980, RENAMO has
waged a campaign of terror, leaving over
a million people dead. To prevent
another Somalia, the US must lead
efforts to assist Mozambique with food,
transportation and water. use its influ
ence to halt international aid to REN
AMO, [and make RENAMO bargain
seriously at Rome talks (editorial

addition)}. r.==================~===========~===9"Abhorrent conditions
which we tolerate for WHERE I'M COMING FROM by Barbara Brandon
Africans are conditions (J'v/ilwaukee Journal, September 6, 1992) copyrighll992 Barbara BrnndoniDistnbUI.d by Univorsal Pross Syndical'

we clearly are not
willing to tolerate for
ourselves or for
Europeans," said
Pauling. "We've
become comfortable
with the notion that
Africans can adjust to
dehumanizing condi
tions. This hypocrisy is
inadmissible as the
world has the capacity
to prevent famine. "
(Bread for the World,
News Release, Septem
ber l·t 1992)
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Incidents of Violence on the
Increase in South Africa

Southern Africa

Situation in Angola Continuing to
Change

Political violence has been on the increase again in recent weeks.
In the Northern Natal Area systematic brutal attacks have been
reported. In many cases witnesses have reported seeing KwaZulu
police, heavily armed before and after the attacks. All of the
victims have been ANC members or supporters.

The first UN Peace Monitors arrived in South Africa September
II. Thirteen monitors, soon to be complemented by at least 30
more, will be deployed in conflict areas in the country to monitor
violence. (South Africa Political Update, August 28, 1992)

South African Government
Revamps Police Force

The South African government, trying to restore the credibility of
South Africa's police, announced a major overhaul of the
114,000-member force. Reforms included the early retirement of
13 white generals, the creation of an independent board to
investigate police officers accused of serious crimes, and the
halting of the force's discriminatory promotions policy.

The unilateral changes were criticized by the ANC, which said in
a statement that the police force will continue to lack credibility
until it is placed under the control of all South Africans - black
as well as white. (New York Times, August 28, 1992)

Pretoria's Regional Manipulator
Supplied Police in Malawi

Sean Cleary, the South African diplomat who jointly coordinated
Pretoria's attempt to manipulate Namibian elections, has supplied
equipment to Hastings Banda's increasingly repressive police
force, say members of the Malawi pro-democracy movement.

This follows early September reports that South African police
and military officers helped train Malawi security forces before
the pro-democracy protests in May in which Malawi police shot
or beat to death ~O people. (SouthScan, September 11.1992)

In the past five years, Paul Robson, of One World Action in
Britain. has noted in Angola the growth of free political debate,
both through the radio and the newspapers. But the most
exciting and striking advancement has been the development of
a civil society. Non-governmental community based organiza
tions have mushroomed, most of them based in the shanty towns
around Luanda.

He also said that UNITA has been the first political party to
begin electioneering. The MPLA have begun their campaign,
but they are also having to keep the government going and run
the election at the same time. This has potential to involve
them in contradictions and to hamper their ability to run an
election campaign. (ECASAANL4. Exchange, September, 1992)

Malawi Dissidents Vow to Return
for Democracy

20 leading political dissidents will return to Malawi soon to
organize a national convention on political reform and the
formation of a broad-based transitional government. Said
George Kanyanya, Chairperson of the United Front for Multi
Party Democracy in Malawi, " ... the one party state government
in Malawi should know we are peaceful people who acknowledge
that the era of democracy and amicable resolution of political
differences has finally come to Malawi." (New Nation, August
21-27, 1992)

SADF Operative Trained to
Attack Trains

An unnamed operative from the South African Defence Force's
Five Reconnaissance Regiment (5 Reece) said he was among a
group of Recces that were given a specialized urban training
course onnow to attack and alight quickly from a fast-moving
train. The training took place in Phalaborwa weeks before the
September 1990 Jeppe Station train attack. The operative said
most of the Recces who took part in the attack were Namibian
and Mozambican. (New Nation, August 21-27, 1992)

Subscribe Books available Crom the MSO:

To sign up for a one-year subscription to Baobab Notes, send a check
made out to the Mozambique Solidarity Office to 343 S. Dearborn,
#300, Chicago, IL 60604.

o $5 low income
o $ I0 regular income and organizations
o $ __Here is a contribution tor the continuation of the MSO's work
name: _

address: _

city, state. zip:
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Joseph Hanlon. Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots? ($26, hardcover)
Alex Vines. RENAMO: Terrori5m i" Mozambique. ($13)
Iris Berger. Threads ofSolidarity: Womell i" SOllth Africa" /IICItL5try,
/900-/980. ($18)

Checks can be: made: out to the: Mozambique: Solidarity omce:. Ple:asc: add 53

pc:r book for postage:.

Also available: Authentic Capulanas from Mozambique. Capulana
fabric is traditionally worn by wrapping it around the body. Oth~r

purposes include panel designs tor decoration. Call the MSO lor more
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Special Interview with Sister
Janice McLaughlin - September 24,1992

the cease-fire, and some type of publicity or exposure of those
who are violating the cease-fire.

Sister Janice McLaughlin. Director ofCommunications for the
Maryknoll Sisters. has lived and worked in Kenya. Mozambique
and Zimbabwe for the last 20 years. Sister Janice was recently
asked to present the situation in Mozambique at the upcoming
House Subcommittee on Africa hearings on Mozambique.

In past experience, RENAMO has consistently violated the
cease-fire and has gotten away with it. When they get con
demned verbally, there is no penalty attached, and so they are
simply allowed to get away with it. So I really do feel that
monitoring the violations of the cease-fire, exposing them
publicly and [imposing] some type of penalty towards RENAMO
[is important].

Baobab Notes: Does writing letters to US elected officials
really help the Mozambican people in any way?

Janice McLaughlin: Since coming back to the US from Africa, I
feel that there is so little information in the media that gets out,
and so people in the United States don't know much about
Mozambique

BN: As you know, Sister Janice, the US government officially
says it supports the Mozambique government. Does it really?

JM: During the interim period, that one year before elections, I
think there's a big danger that the US, alleging that it's trying to
be fair towards elections, will actually favor RENAMO.

The US, if it is to be involved, should acknowl
edge and realize that FRELIMO, for the present
and during that interim period, is the recognized
government of the country. It should respect that
government as the government of the country in
the interim and not go behind its back and not
make secret deals with RENAMO and other
political parties.

BN: What kind of aid does Mozambique need
now? After the violence ends?

JM: One of the issues I mentioned before which
I think is very important is the demobilization of
the army. The Mozambican army has agreed
with RENAMO that the army should be reduced
to 30,000 people, leaving more than 70,000
former soldiers unemployed. You are going to
have an awful lot of people who live by the gun
needing to be retrained. In Zimbabwe some
mistakes were made and I think we should avoid
those in Mozambique. But one of the successful
models in Zimbabwe was the training center with
short one or two year courses for ex-eombatants
linked to job creation. Former soldiers from both
sides were also given scholarship packages so
they could get an education, and they were
assisted to get jobs or set up their small

During the peace talks, the mediators, and the observers as well,
seemed to favor RENAMO by forcing all the concessions from
FRELIMO. My fear is that the same thing will happen during
the election campaign -- that the West and the US will keep

putting pressures on FRELIMO, but let it go
when RENAMO violates the cease-fire. And the
US may possibly pump a lot of money into
RENAMO's election campaign, as they were
doing to UNITA's election campaign in Angola,
and thus end up absolutely favoring RENAMO.

by Agostlnho Neto*
1922 ·1979

We Must Return

To our lands
red with coffee
white with cotton
green with maize
we must return

To our homes, to our labours
to the beaches, to our fields
we must return

To our rivers, and our lakes
to the mountains and forests
we must return

To our diggings ofdiamonds
gold, copper and petroleum
we must return

To the freshness ofthe fig tree
to our legends
our rhythms and fifes
we must return

To drum and thumb piano
to the throb ofcarnival
we must return

We must return
to liberated Angola 
Angola independent

To the fair Angolan country
to our land, our mother
we must return

A/jube Prison. October J960

• Angola's first president

It's really a crime that the West, and the US
especially, have allowed destabilization to go as far
as it went. We never should have let South Africa
support it to the ex1end it did and cripple the
country in the way that it has. So I feel we do have
a responsibility to help Mozambique rebuild after
the war, and I think that's where the effort should
be now.

[It is true that] we're giving food aid to prevent
people from dying from the drought, and there are
fears that Mozambique could be the nex1 Somalia,
and even worse. But further than this drought
relief, we need to provide development aid, assist in
getting schools rebuilt, in the meantime getting
children educated, and get soldiers demobilized.

JM: There will be a cease-fire hopefully signed on
October 1 that will last for one year until elections,
which are scheduled to be held a year later. And as
far as I know there is not a plan that soldiers be
confined to base [as they were in Zimbabwe].
Undoubtedly there will be violations of the cease
fire as there have been violations of the partial
cease-fire along the corridors. There will be groups
who are monitoring the cease-fire. But there
should also be some type of penalty for violating

If the US all along had taken more interest in Mozambique, the
war may never have reached the stage it's at and these peace
talks might not have dragged on for two years. Public pressure
(which is supposedly what democracy is all about) on the state
department and on our officials in Congress can and does make a
difference. Because so few people know about
Mozambique and have been there, those of us who
do know and care should make our voices known.

BN: History has shown RENAMO to be a less
than reliable organization. Assuming the cease
fire is signed, then how will it be enforced.
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businesses. I think the US should be prepared to put money into
projects like these.

The US should also be prepared to put money into the resettle
ment of refugees from other countries, particularly Malawi and
Zimbabwe, and other reconstruction projects. I really feel that
this is the area where the US could help rebuild those things that
were destroyed. Often they were destroyed with US weapons by
people who were given support by certain right-wing groups in
the US and by South Africa. I think we have an obligation - it's a
moral obligation - to really assist reconstructing this country.

BN: Various US citizens and officials like North Carolina's
Senator Jesse Helms have been supporting RENAMO and its
killing all these years. Are their actions legal under US law?

JM: I think we'll discover that those same people who were
supporting RENAMO were supporting the contras in Nicaragua.
And these same people will be supporting the next destabilizing
or terrorist movement that's a right-wing group. So I think it's
good to expose those people and there should be some penalties.

I know in the US we often [look to the] first amendment and say
we have freedom, that people can do what they like. But there
are laws.

The US is very critical of certain groups - the PLO, and IRA 
and yet to other groups, like RENAMO and UNITA, we have
turned a blind eye and let them be supported by this country.
And possibly there's also been connivance by elements in the
defence and intelligence services in the US, I don't know that for
sure. I think it does need to be investigated and penalties do
need to be imposed. If people assist in the destruction of another
legally recognized country, as Mozambique is, or another
recognized government, as FRELIMO has been, there should be
some type of penalty or deterrence [imposed].

BN: Mozambique is probably the world's poorest country.
Its foreign debt is over $~.9 billion. The annual per c"apita
income in Mozambique is $80.00. What can be done about
this situation?

JM: It is essential that both the debt be cancelled and that
structural adjustment (programs instigated by the IMF and World
Bank) be stopped or be softened at the present time, until
Mozambique recovers from the drought and the war.

To me its as ifMozambique is being triply wounded. We have a
terrible drought which is causing great starvation. Then we have
the war. And on top of that we have structural adjustment.
which has caused tremendous inflation.

I really feel that structural adjustment is not an appropriate
measure at this time, ifat any time. But certainly at this time it
should be suspended until Mozambique gets back on its feet,
until the reconstruction is on the way, until refugees can be
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resettled, until soldiers are demobilized. Because otherwise I
think you are creating a situation where you have very high
prices and inflation, and you have people with very low salaries
or no salaries at all. And of course you're going to get theft,
you're going to get corruption and you're going to have all these
people that rule by the gun, soldiers who have been demobilized.
I really feel that during this time, one should look at creative
ways to actually lower prices and subsidize so that people can get
their lives back together again. And then maybe look at the
overall economics.

But Zimbabwe did that. After the war, prices were very low.
Things were subsidized, people were helped to get back on their
feet. We had peace immediately after because people felt they
had opportunities to start their lives again. Ifpeople don't feel
they have that opportunity to start their lives again, they will turn
to crime, they will turn to violence and corruption to survive.

It won't be a lasting solution to pour more money into Mozam
bique while leaving the debt payments and leaving structural
adjustment in place. This will simply be a band-aid that allows
the problems to continue, problems of poverty and of the growing
gap between the rich and the poor that did not exist previously.

BN: You said earlier in this interview that letters and phone
calls helped. How do people write and to whom?

JM: .Write to Secretary of State Herman 1. Cohen because the
US has observer status in Mozambique.

'Write to the Foreign Relations Committee of the House and
Senate and the Refugee Department

·All of those people who have been involved and are involved in
assisting Mozambique with food aid should now be urged to
extend it beyond food aid to aid for development, reconstruction,
and resettlement. Write to the Office of Disaster Assistance.

·Letters to the State Department are also helpful. RENAMO,
even though they signed an agreement on humanitarian aid on
July 16, are still not allowing trucks with food aid to get into
their areas.

Letters should urge US officials to pressure RENAMO to open up
the roads they claim. RENAMO claims it won't open them
because they fear that FRELIMO troops would take advantage of
it to take back territory for military purposes. I believe their real
fear is that if those trucks go in, ordinary people will come
flooding out, those people who are being held against their will
by RENAMO in those RENAMO areas. They'll come flooding
out and prove that RENAMO has no genuine support. Therefore
we should urge that these roads be opened.



Mozambique and Angola

RENAMO Seeks Role in New
Security Service Before Cease-fire
Deadline

The issue of Mozambique's security service appears now to be
the main stumbling block to a cease-fire, scheduled for October
1. RENAMO leader Afonso Dhlakama said he was willing to
compromise on the size of the army, but he insisted on the total
abolition of the security service, SISE. A new security service
in which RENAMO would have an influence equal to the
government's should replace SISE before the elections.

Western diplomats believe that Dhlakama is using the October 1
cease-fire deadline to force President Chissano into substantial
concessions. (SouthScan, September 11, 1992)

Katina-P Captain Flees

The captain of the Greek tanker Katina-P, which severely
polluted the Bay of Maputo with over 3,000 tons of heavy fuel
oil in April, left Mozambique illegally in early July.

The investigating Commission of Inquiry maintains that this
incident is part of a plan designed "to prevent the Mozambican
government from reconstructing all the facts behind the acci
dent". (Mozambiquejile, August 1992)

Army Statement on RENAMO
Infiltration from Kenya

RENAMO has infiltrated "special units" trained in Kenya into
central Mozambique in order to try and seize government-held
district capitals before the signing of the cease-fire, according to
a statement from the General Staff of the armed forces. (lvfozam
bique Information Office, August 27, 1992)

Mozambique and South Africa
Sign Trade Deal

Mozambican Foreign Minister Pascoal Mocumbi signed an
agreement on August 24 with his South African counterpart
RoelofBotha. formalizing mutual commercial representations.
Under this agreement. Mozambican labor. immigration. and
foreign trade representations in South Africa will merge into a
single trade mission giving institutional protection to Mozam
bique citizens in South Africa and protecting Mozambican
business interests. Said Dr. Mocumbi. "Mozambique is one of
the last countries in the region to establish this kind of accord
wilh South Africa." (Mozambique In/ormation Ojjice, August
27. (992)
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RENAMO Murders Catholic
Missionary

Italian Catholic missionary Alfredo Fiorinni was ambushed and
shot dead by RENAMO as he was travelling alone in a car on
the main road from the port of Nacala to the provincial capital
Nampula city. Mr. Fiorinni had been working in the Nampula
district since March, 1991 with a group of Italian missionaries.
(Mozambique Information Office, August 27, 1992)

Supreme Court Acquits Mabote
in Trial Over Attempted Coup

Former chief of staff of the Mozambican army, Colonel-General
Sebastiao Mabote, one of the heroes of Mozambique's war of
Independence, was acquitted of charges of planning a coup in
June of last year. None of the witnesses would confirm their
earlier statements, which were forced from them by their
interrogators. The case relied heavily on these statements.

During the trial, Mabote revealed widespread cases of corruption
and incompetence within the military. (SouthScan, September,
11, 1992)

Elections in Angola

Elections are to be held in Angola in late September. This will
be sixteen months after signing a peace agreement which is
being supervised by the US and Portugal. Despite breaches, the
cease-fire has held since the agreement was signed.

Unlike Namibia, where the UN performed voter registration,
this task is being carried out by the government in Angola.
However, registration of Angola's ten million voters has become
complicated by the destruction of important records and by
difficult and dangerous road travel. (ECASAAMA Exchange.
September. 1992)

Fighting Breaks Out in Malanje,
Angola

Sporadic clashes in August between supporters of UNITA and
the ruling MPLA in Malanje (200 km east of Luanda) caused
the UN to temporarily remove all of its civilian observers from
the city. Clashes in Malanje in July led the joint commission in
charge of implementing the peace accords to demand police
reinforcements in the province. However. none were sent.
officially due to a shortage of labor and equipment (SuuthScal1.
August 14. 1992)
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STOP PRESS -- Cease-fire Stalled?
September 30 - Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano and
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe flew to Rome today to sign
:he much anticipated cease-fire. As agreed in the September 7 Joint
Declaration signed by Chissano and Dhlakama, the cease-fire was to
be signed October 1 in Rome. As this publication went to press,
RENAMO leader Afonso Dhlakama had failed to arrive.

Kenya's Rigged Election

Pressured by a multi-national donor group to restore multiparty
democracy, Kenyan President Daniel Moi is conspiring to rig the
national elections which will challenge his power. Kenyan
official security and police services have created an atmosphere
not unlike that in South .A.friea, by designing violent episodes to
incite ethnic conflict, increasing human rights abuses, hampering
opposition rallies and jailing opposition leaders. (Christian
Science Monitor, September 2, 1992)

Brighter Prospects for Civilian Rule in
Lesotho

Despite mudslinging between the opposing Basotho National
Party and Basotho Congress Party, the transition from military to
civilian rule is more favorable than before. The buildup to
Lesotho's November elections - their first in seven years - is
e:q>ected to be peaceful. (New Nation, August 21-27, 1992)

Urgent: Special Appeal

As the Baobab Notes and the lvlozambique Support Network Newsletter,
we have been a consistent source ofnews and infonnation on Mozam
bique and Southern Africa since 1987. lfyou have found this newslet
ter helpful, we would welcome any contribution you could give to our
work. AllY a",ou"t sellt would be sllared equaUy witll N/ozambique
for droug"t relief.- To continue publishing and distributing the Baobab
NOTes, we must make this .appeal.

MozaJDLic{ue Solidarity Office

343 S. Dearhorn, Suite 300

Chicago, lL 60604

312/922-3915

\DDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

I S.-d -ly - (S and (IItt'I'natiollal Solidal'it."
n 0 I arl ~ ith 'Im:ambiquc and .\ngola

Santa Cruz Committee Petitions UN for
Mozambique and Angola

The Santa Cruz Anti-Apartheid Committee sent a 47-page
petition with 517 signers to the UN General Assembly urging
it to stop the wars of destabilization in Angola and Mozam
bique and to end support for UNITA and RENAMO. Blank
petitions are available for those who wish to mobilize within
their own communities and organizations. Contact the
SCAAC at 1095 Smith Grade, Santa Cruz, CA 95060 or the
Mozambique Solidarity Office.

European Group Investigates
Mozambican and Angolan Debt

A working group of the European Campaign on South
African Aggression against Mozambique and Angola
n;:CASAAMA) network has requested the cooperation of
Southern African solidarity networks to collect information
on the Mozambican and Angolan debt held by their coun
tries. Information is needed on the following aspects of the
debts:

-the anlount of debt held from public and private lenders
-the present debt service situation in tenns of interest and

capital repayments
-the percentage of the debt that has been rescheduled,
-and the percentage of the debt that has been cancelled.

Information will be collated and made available through the
ECASAAMA network. Contact Sigrid Mueller ofKKM
(Klastinger. 17,4800 Bielefeld 1, Germany).

::':.-,:.

EdiTOrs: Nicole Alleyne, Karin Candelaria, Prexy Nesbitr,
ChrisTine Schllch Special Thanks TO Maureen Lai-Ping lvlark.


	Baobab 9-92 p1
	Baobab 9-92 p2
	Baobab 9-92 p3
	Baobab 9-92 p4
	Baobab 9-92 p5
	Baobab 9-92 p6

