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Mozambique: world's poorest country
Eight of the world's ten poorest countries are found in sub-Saharan Africa, according to the
World Bank's 26th edition of its annual Atlas. Mozambique is the world's poorest nation
with per capita income estimated at only about 60 dollars in 1992, which is 20 dollars less
than in 1991. (IPS Daily Journal, 1194)
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CELESTINA

Your spirit touched me
Your name
is powerful.
I remember your
beautiful face,
small, fine-boned body
flat, solid, sturdy
feet.
Feet that have known
the earth in a way
I never have.
Grasping it. Nurturing it
Choking it and
Growing with it.

Celestina.
Mother ofsix.
Daughter ofAngelina.
Wife ofMazunganine.
Woman Celestina.
I call your name.
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UNITA bombings
UNITA opened fIre on a Beechcraft plane with four visiting U.S. congresspeople as the
plane began its descent to Malange airport. It appears that the UNITA bombardment was
specifIcally triggered by the arrival of the congresspeople's plane.
Rumors are circulating that UNITA's Malange front enjoys dangerous autonomy and there
is little interest in the unilateral ceasefrre announced from Huambo back in September. The
government maintains UNITA is upping the military tempo throughout the east and
north-east, planning new efforts into government-held parts of the diamond-belt.

Malange remains a devastated area, with 350,000-plus people now receiving aid from
eight World food Programme flights a day. Recent shelling brought a temporary suspension
of aid flights, but were the WFP forced to discontinue operations the results would be
catastrophic. (SouthScan Vo/.9 No.1)

Israel, Namibia establish ties
Israel and Namibia, represented by U.N. ambassadors Tunguru Huaraka of Namibia and
Gad Yaacobi of Israel, established diplomatic relations in a ceremony at Israel's U.N.
mission on 11 February. Yaacobi said that Namibia was the 12th country that established
relations with Israel since the signing of the accord with the PLO. A delegation of 15 Israeli
businesspeople and economic specialists will travel to Namibia to explore aid and economic
opportunities. (Boston Globe, 2//2/94)

............
Trafficking & Slavery of Mozambican Refugees in SA
Anti-Slavery International has been receiving reports from Mozambique and South Africa since 1990 on traffIcking and slavery. Over
the last year researchers in Mozambique and South Africa have been fInding out more about the trade by interviewing refugees in
Transvaal and in the townships. Each month about 2,000 Mozambican refugees are arrested and deported back to Mozambique
through the Komatipoort border post Since the October 1992 ceasefrre in Mozambique, the refugee influx into South Africa has
increased, with an average 1,000 new arrivals in Kangwane homeland each month.

Because so many Mozambicans are deported over the border into a desolate village on the Mozambican side of the border, which is
often surrounded by bandits and is often cut off from supplies, their only escape from the village is to re-enter South Africa. These
conditions have led to a thriving trade in human smuggling, with the help of Mozambican guides who are familiar with the
guerilla-infested bush outside Maputo, and who know how to cross the electric fence at the border. These guides are called
"marheyane" in Shangaan, meaning "one who sets clever/devious traps". If the refugee cannot pay the fee to be guided across the
border, the guides often retain a valuable possession, not uncommonly children, until the parent can pay the full fee. As payment can
take months, it is not unusual for the children to be sold and women to be sold off as brides. Many women interviewed by
Anti-Slavery International told of aggressive, violent, armed guides who claimed total control. Guides sometimes "take orders" for
young boys and girls who are abducted and sold for prostitution in South Africa. The guides will typically promise parents in a
destitute Mozambican village that their children will be able to get jobs in South Africa, and when the children arrive in South Africa
they are forced into prostitution at the ages of 11 and 12. As Mozambicans have not had refugee status until very recently and thus
have no legal protection in South Africa, they make a vulnerable, easy to manipulate population. As a result, the few cases of
abduction which have been reported to local police, have not been dealt with. (Refugee Participation Network No.15, 9/93)



Land Mines in Angola and Mozambique

General Mine Information
Land mines are "so impersonal; they just sit there and wait" prolonging the destruction of human lives for years after wars are over,
affecting civilians more than soldiers. Human Rights Watch, Handicap International, Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation and
more than 80 other groups have coalesced, since 1991, to campaign internationally to ban the production and sales of mines.

Landmines are favored for a number of reasons: they cost as little as $7 a piece; they are light enough to be carried on a soldier's
back; they can be as small as a hand's breadth; they are hard to detect; they both maim physically and are psychologically destructive
(many soldiers have said they fear maiming more than death). Furthermore, maiming soldiers burdens the enemy, who must carry
along their wounded peer with them.

There are two main kinds of land mines: anti-personnel mines, which contain a few grams of explosives, and anti-vehicle mines,
which contain up to 10 kilos of explosives. Many mines, including most of those used in Cambodia, cannot be disarmed so they will
exert damage for decades. Anti-personnel mines either explode upward, destroying part of the leg and infecting it with soil and debris,
or are detonated by pressure shooting up to 1,000 metal fragment projectiles over a "killing radius" of 50 feet. Some mines are
designed to explode only on the second compression, so that when a person steps on the mine and nothing happens, the second person
assumes the area is safe and steps on the mine which then explodes. These kinds of mines make mine-clearing more difficult.

There are about 200 different types of land mines manufactured in 36 countries. They range from a crude wooden box loaded with
dynamite, to sophisticated "magnet-sensitive" mines that can be calibrated to explode under the weakest part of a vehicle. Mines are
designed to be hand-buried, dropped from aircraft, or fired from a cannon-like "mine projector". It is difficult to trace land mine .
manufacturers; some mines are the product of multi-manufacturers, and the most popular land mines are regularly copied by other
manufacturers. Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) say that so far, there is no systematic mine clearance
technique which is rapid, safe and simple.

While an estimated 44 nations make a fortune off manufacturing land mines and other weapons, "the victims are the poor and
helpless, picked off by these eternal sentries, one by one, limb by limb." The director of the Mines Advisory Group in Britain, a
private humanitarian organization, noted that major arms deals are "topped off with anti-personnel mines", like "extra nuts of an ice
cream sundae". The manufacture and trade of land mines is not covered by any arms control regime, and when the UN established an
arms register in 1991, land mines were not included in the listed weapons. The 1981 Convention on Inhuman Weapons and its
Protocol II prohibits indiscriminate placement of mines, but in many wars like the ones in Angola and Mozambique, mine fields were
not marked, so no one knows the location of millions of undetonated mines still there today.
(The Bulletin ofthe Atomic Scientists, 7&8/93)

Facts and Background
• According to the International Committee of the Red Cross, children's • Landmines restrict the movement of returning refugees. For example, in
prostheses should be replaced every six months. A lO-year old, with a life Lunda Sul province, 30 major of strategic bridges are down, along with 58
expectancy of another 40-50 years, would require approximately 25 secondary bridges. Most are surrounded by minefields which must be
prostheses. At an average cost of $125 per prosthesis, that person would cleared before bridges can be repaired.
spend a total of $3,125 on artificial limbs. Most of these children live in • It is estimated that at least 20,000 Angolans are amputees; this figure
countries where the average monthly income is $10-15. corresponds to one in every 470 people.
• By conservative estimate, more than 150 people around the world die • At least 5,000 prostheses will be required each year for the foreseeable
from land mine injuries; some figures range as high as over 625 deaths a future -- a number far exceeding those currently manufactured.
week. • The 37 known types of landmines used in Angola were produced in
Angola: Belgium, China, Italy, South Africa, U.S., former USSR, former

• Some of the mines date back to the independence struggle against Czechoslovakia, and Germany. There may be others.
Portugal. Mozambique:
• The senior Angolan army officer for mine clearance states that 50,000 • It is estimated that there are 2 million mines in Mozambique.
mines were cleared between 5/91-5/92. He estimated that it could take 20 • Most of the major 28 roads are not passable due to landmines. 80% of
years to clear all mines in Angola. those roads are located in the central provinces of Manica and Sofala.
• Of the 330,000 mines sown in Cuito Cuanvale municipality, the location • There are an estimated 8,000 amputees (one in every 1,862 people).
of only 80,000 is known. • The UN estimates that it would take 7-10 years to clear Mozambique of
• Thousands of acres of land are unusable due to landmines; for example, landmines at a cost of $30-40 million.
Mavinga valley, a fertile area in southeast Angola, is largely abandoned ("Socinl Consequences ofWidespread Use ofLandmines"
due to landmines. by lody Williams, Vietnam Veterans ofAmerica Foundation 10/93)

Moving Toward a Land-Mine Ban
A recent New York Times editorial: The Clinton Administration has asked the 40 countries that manufacture anti-personnel mines to
join the U.S. in barring exports for at least three years. Madeleine Albright, the U.S. representative to the UN., persuaded 75 other
nations to co-sponsor a General Assembly resolution, now adopted, that calls for a global moratorium on exporting these mines.
However, the resolution is non-binding and falls short of a total ban. The U.S. has earmarked $20 million to help develop
mine-clearing technologies and train local nationals to detect and disarm mines. The United States, China, the former Soviet
republics, and Italy are among the leading producers of mines. (The New York Times,12/27/93)
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Land \tlines in Angola and \Iozamhiqllc

Working to make Angola safer Landmines: "The Invisible Enemy"
Using East Gennan tanks and military trucks that have been painted One out of three countries in the world are mined. Five to ten
white, a dedicated team of four Gennans have lifted 75,000 anti-tank million mines are produced annually, most of them by the
and anti-personnel mines and have used them to blow up over 60,000 Soviet republics, China and Italy and exported to the Third
high explosive shells and 200 tons of small arms ammunition. The World. Alliant Techsystems, aformer Honeywell subsidiary
four arrived in Angola a year ago, and belong to a Gennan located in Minnesota, and Thiokol, located in Louisiana are
humanitarian organization, Cap Anamur, who -- together with 70 among the Americanfirms subcontracted to the U.S. Dept of
Angolans -- are destroying hundreds of tons of mines and explosives Defense who have export~d more tha.nf~,ur million min~s since
in southern Angola, restoring use of long abandoned roads and maize tJu: 1960s to more t~an thtrty coun~ne~. On the rebel SIde,
fields in Cunene. The group has destroyed 42,000 Cuban-laid mines, mmes are used t~ disrupt commumcatIo.ns and cut off access to
among other weapons. They stack up to 20 tons of shells and anti-tank .government S~rvICes, schools, and hOSPI~S; on ~e
mines on a dry white pan, and destroy the weapons in a controlled government SIde: they are used t~ ~uard.ms~ons (p.123).
explosion. Recently, an old man asked Cap Anamur to remove a mine Rae ~cGrath, DIrector ~f ~e Bntish~es AdVISOry Group,
laid under his bed. Fearful of detonating the mine, he had been living says: Maybe ~ou are thinking: these mmes are not ~ur
with it for fifteen years. prob~em. Don t be so sure ahou~ that...m.here are mmes from

Based on data collected by the U.N., U.S. embassies and the U.S. all kinds of places -- I~y, B~lglUm, RU~SIa, the U.S., me
Defense Department. the report says 18-30 million landmines are fonner Checkoslovakia, Pakistan. I d?n t care what ~ountry you
scattered through 18 countries in Africa In Angola alone, mere are an c~me from -- ~veTY. one"of our countnes h~ somethmg ~ do
estimated 9 million uncleared mines. Rural economies in large parts WI~ me trade m mmes. (p.I24~. Now, mme pr~ucers m. Italy,
of the country are suffering the consequences of major roads that are C~a and the fonner Yugos~avIa are manufac~g.plastIc
mined. UN. mine-clearing programs in Angola were halted in late mmes, who~e metal content .IS so ~ow that d~tectIon IS .

1992 by the renewed outbreak of fighting. extremely diffi~ul~ One ltali~ mme, the Mi~ SB-33 IS ~ade
In Angola, most of the 20,000 amputees are women and children. of mostly plastic, IS ?last-res~tant. ~as an ~tI-tam~r deVIce,

This statistic is probably inaccurate, as injuries often occur in remote and ~an be c~at~ wIm ~ speCI.al fimsh reSIstant to~d
areas where either me individual dies alone or is buried in quick, sensmg, making It P~CtIcally mdetectable. It comes m a range
unrecorded funerals. of colors: swamp, shmgle, desert sand, camel dung. John Ryle,

Mining was a central part of UNITA's military strategy and goal in aumor of this article, c~s it.a " true desig~er mine, the ~ony

destabilizing the Angolan government. The government army in tum ~alkman ofwea~OI?' . Mine clearance IS very expen~Iv~,
laid mines to try to prevent UNITA forces from operating throughout WIth ~e UN. es~matIngm~ cost at $300-$1,000 per mme.
me country, mough it is mought mat UNITA has laid me majority of O~e aId worker m.Cam~, frustrat~ at me slo",:,pace of
me estimated 9 million landrnines. ("Social Consequences of mme cl~c~: SaId me mmes ~ere bem~ cleared an arm and
Widespread Use ofLandmines" by Jody Williams, Vietnam Veterans a leg at a tIme. (p.I24). In additIon to rome detectors, dogs are
ofAmerica Foundation 10/93; Africa Watch: Lond Mines in Angola, used in mine clearance, because they can sniff out explosives.
1/93; Sunday Nation, 11/28/93; SouthScan 9/10/93; UN. Focus: The (The New Yorker, 11/29/93)
Scourge ofLand Mines 10/93)

Mozambique's mine nightmare
Mozambique and the US signed an agreement in Maputo on 8/30/93, under which US Agency for International Development (USAID)
is to provide US$1 million for me provision of artificial limbs. This brings the total of USAID grants towards healm care to $5.5
million over me past four years, a USAID Maputo office press release stated. A group consisting of me Mozambican Association of the
Disabled (ADEMO), me International Red Cross, and American and French NGOs will assist in me production of artificial limbs, and
train Mozambican healm workers in physiotherapy. Mozambique's high number of amputees are a direct result of landmine explosions
during me destabilizing wars. Soum Africa, and private U.S. support fueled me proxy war through meir ally RENAMO. South Africa
has sent a private South African company to Mozambique to help clear the estimated 2 million land-mines that are still buried mere.
UN. representative to Mozambique, Aldo Ajello, announced in 9/93 that priority roads will be cleared by the South Africans, followed
by local Mozambican forces who will clear smaller roads and other areas.

Regarding the issue of mine clearance, U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali has said: "Of all the tasks involved in setting a
nation on a road to peace and prosperity, perhaps none has the immediate urgency of mine clearance... No attempt to restore a sense of
community and security can succeed without effective land-mine removal." Repatriation of refugees is hampered by land-mines
because refugees are very fearful hom of returning to the mine-filled areas they fled and of farming mined but fertile land. Landmines
not only injure, but limit mobility and restrict economic opportunities, particularly in the nrral areas where most people work in
agriculture. It is tragic and ironic that in hom Mozambique and Angola, refugees have been able to return to their land, but continue to
starve because they are unable to farm the land. Likewise, the distribution of humanitarian aid is made difficult or even impossible in
countries like Mozambique and Angola, where most roads have been mined. According to a 1993 US State Department report on
landmines, Africa is the most mined region in me world, even mough Cambodia is the country with the most serious uncleared mine
problem. (Mozambique News Agency, AIM Reports No. 17,23/9/93; SouthScan 9110/93; Mozambiquefile, 10/93; UN. Focus: The
Scourge ofLand Mines 10/93)
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U.N. disarray in Angola
The U.N. in Angola has fallen under criticism recently for sending
inappropriate aid, such as tents and blankets to Huambo, where the
most urgent need is not shelter but medicines for tuberculosis and
other diseases. In November 1993, U.S. diplomats in Luanda
registered a formal complaint about the appalling expropriation of aid
and lack of organization at a UNHCR-run camp in Caxito serving
30,000 refugees. In addition, the U.N.'s military contingent in Angola
is in a state of limbo, since the soldiers recruited to oversee a
ceasefrre and monitor the demobilization of troops, both of which
have long since collapsed, have little to do. In Lubango, four
highly-paid officers have only enough work to do to keep them
occupied in the mornings.
(Africa Confidential, Vo1.34, No.24, 12/3/93

Angola and :\Iozambique

New Developments in Angola Chissano outlines role of science &
On 8 February, Jonas Savimbi's UNITA declared a unilateral cease-frre technology in development plan
in Angola after days of intense fighting. Peace talks between the President Chissano recently outlined the role of science and
Angolan government and Unita rebels resumed in Lusaka. Zambia -- technology in the recovery program of Mozambique and
but few people are hopeful for a quick implementation given UNITA's emphasized the recognition of the interaction between
history. Radio contact broke down between the capital, Luanda, and the population growth, depletion of natural resources, increasing
battlefront, making verification of the truce impossible. UNITA's problems of the environment and overall development In
military command said in a communique that it was stopping its recent years, the country witnessed the surging of research
artillery bombardment of Cuito to save the peace talks. and development institutions to cope with environmental

The military position was supposedly addressed in full, during degradation and rapid population growth. On the other hand,
previous negotiations, long before the Christmas break, with UNITA it is recognized that economic development is dependent on
agreeing to reintegrate its generals into a new national army. Military appropriate transfer of technology at the grassroots level by
commissions are to thrash out remaining issues in separate discussions taking into consideration existing practices and beliefs.
in Sao Tome. Mozambique is committed to developing a science and

UNITA is advocating "special status" for Savimbi and lobbying for technology culture which will promote industry while
senior cabinet posts such as fmance, foreign affairs and defence. increasing environmental awareness.
President dos Santos reiterated the need to stick with the 1991 Bicesse (Rand/orum Vol.II No.3, 12/93)
accords which paved the way for the 1992 elections. He said that if lk
there was a deal it would have to involve "realistic timetables", and the Why UNITA boycotted ta s
international community "ought to be aware of the costs and logistical UNITA began boycotting UN. sponsored negotiations in
difficulties posed by every aspect of the peace operations in Angola and mid-December, claiming the Angolan government attempted
should take steps to give its contribution". to kill UNITA leader Savimbi in an air raid outside Cuito.

Luanda media reviews of the year were full of scathing comments on Representatives from Russia, Portugal, and the U.S. which are
UNITA's bad faith and warnings that Savimbi's cohorts could not be observer states to the 1991 peace accords are currently
trusted to return to the negotiating table. investigating UNITA's allegations. Before the UNITA

Kundi Paima, adviser to Angola's military chief Gen. Joao de Matos, walkout, they and the Angolan government had agreed
said that his forces were operating "within a defensive framework at tentatively on a cease-fire and the formation of a unified army.
this stage", in reaction to South African reports claiming the army's Both sides had discussed the UN.'s role in forming the new
ceasing of offensive UNITA operations. He also added that the army, how the international community could help
governing MPLA was preparing for a second election. demobilized troops and that both the Angolan government and

Meanwhile, UNITA has denied involvement in the mortar shelling of UNITA should have equal number in the army.
Malongo in the oil-rich province of Cabinda. Malongo, around 25 lans. (The Boston Globe, 12/8/93 and 12/19/93)

north of the city of Cabinda, is the main operational headquarters of the U.N.'s Beye faces criticism
Cabinda Gulf oil company, a subsidiary of Gulf Chevron, by far the While the international community has been involved in
biggest foreign. oil ope~ator in Angol~. Three ~o~ rou,nds were .fired months of unsuccessful negotiations, one third of the
but damage to illstallallOns ~ad b~n SUperfiCIal and 011 productton population in Cuito have died from either starvation or
unaffected, a compan~ OffiCI.al saId... . UNITA shelling since the city was besieged over a year ago.
. Angolan~y offiCIalS ~d l}NITA IS mO~illg troo~s from the~ base The U.N. special envoy overseeing negotiations in Angola,
ill Huambo m an easterly directton toward Zaire, descnbed as theIr Mr B e has met strong criticism from colleagues regarding
logistical source. Reports claim that two UNITA columns were on the his'us:~i humanitarian aid as a bargaining tool at the expense
move. (Boston Globe, 2/9/94; SouthScan Vol.9 No.1) of a relief operation crucial to millions of Angolans. In one

instance, in June 1993, Mr. Beye ordered that the UN. World
Food Programme seek UNITA permission to deliver aid to
nine cities at risk of starvation, in effect giving them veto
power over cities and areas where UNITA posed no serious
military threat. In Cuito, half of UN. aid formally goes to
UNITA, even though there are no civilians in UNITA's part of
town. Recently, Mr. Beye, at the request of UNITA, agreed to
a ban a WFP information officer who publicly spoke about
what he had witnessed in Cuito. When questioned about this
approach, Mr. Beye told a reporter: "You people lie and
misconstrue the truth. The less we tell you the better." Mr.
Beye imposed a total news blackout on the November/
December 1993 talks, which fell apart in mid-December.
(The Weekly Mail & Guardian, 11/19-11/25/93; South Africa
Report, 11119/93, Africa Confidential, Vo1.34,No.24, 12/3/93)
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Mozambique
Musings following some time in Mozambique...

by Susan White
Susan recenJly returned from Mozambique after spending the monJh ofNovember working with the FDC (see accompanying FDC piece)

Economic disparity without respect for social need is a rapidly growing and callous phenomenon in the United States. Last November, I was in a
remote area of northern Mozambique, with a team of Mozambican professionals who were doing "Rapid Rural Assessments" with different villages.
We would spend three days in a specific village to identify what villagers considered to be top priorities for progress in their community. Priorities
ranged from village to village, but there was a common request for water wells that would not only provide continuous fresh water but free up the time
spent walking up to a mile to get water daily. Two of the five villages discussed the importance of working with traditional healers and health centers
to get medicines for illnesses which the healers are unable to cure (malaria and gonorrhea). Unanimous concern was expressed about the welfare of the
children, something I rarely hear consistently expressed here in our own country.

On my return journey to the United States I was unexpectedly bumped into first class on South African Airlines, which brought the extreme poverty
in Mozambique into even sharper focus. This made the sixteen hour journey bacK to Boston quite pleasant but highlighted the growing privilege we
bestow on those who can purchase it. Luxury is enjoyable, but is it "just" when indulged to such an extent that instead of being offered one after dinner
cognac I was offered a choice of four? This felt especially stark because I had just returned from a poverty-stricken area where choice is never an
option.

Last weekend, insidious economic disparity visited me again as I was reading the Saturday New York Times. On page 3, an article described the
current political situation in Mozambique. This report reminded me of the limited and inconsistent support that the United States Government, as a
donor, has given to Mozambique over the past decade.* A few pages later in the same edition, an article discussed Texas Rangers baseball player Juan
Gonzales' new five year, $30.7 million contract. Compensation is appropriate, but is this "just"? American society's acceptance of the inequities is
becoming commonplace which reveals itself in a general attitude and approach to the rest of the world.

I highly doubt the trend of increasing economic disparity will change. But, individuals like Juan Gonzales tend to establish charitable foundations to
manage their money and avoid taxes. Thus, there is an increasing opportunity to influence how such individuals direct their charitable giving.
Channeling private funds is a way to increase fmancial support for new community development initiatives in countries like Mozambique when
governments show a reluctance to provide significant support that is not "emergency relief'. This is nothing news to extreme right-wing groups that
for many years have tapped into the deep pockets of wealthy right-wing Americans who have delightedly supported the activities of groups like
RENAMO; however, it is a new and growing force for groups that are concerned with community development initiatives and social rebuilding
efforts.
*A sampling: Supporting Emergency Reliefin Mozambique $61 million in 1985, $53 million in 1986, $76 million in 1987, and $52 million in 1988.
(Hanlon, Joseph (1991). Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots?,p. 270)

Manifesto pela paz em
Mocambique
There is a group of Mozambican citizens from all levels of
society who are meeting and discussing how to create a
citizen's peace movement within Mozambique. They have
created a preliminary draft of movement principles. For a
copy of the summary (in Portuguese) please send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Susan White, 142
Dudley Street #2, Cambridge, MA 02140.

Mozambican self-empowerment
Currently, Mozambique has numerous fledgling
Mozambican- managed, nonprofit organizations that are
struggling to make a place for themselves within the
post-war society.

Fundicao Para 0 Oesenvolvimento Da Comunidade .
(FDC) (the Community Development Organization) is a
private nonprofit foundation that aims to strengthen and
support community- initiated development efforts in
Mozambique. The FOC provides grants and technical
assistance, stimulates debate about alternative models for
community development and mobilizes Mozambican
citizens to participate in community development efforts.
FDC collaborates with communities both in Maputo and in
rural areas in northern Mozambique. FOC is committed
internationally and nationally to raise money that can be
distributed as grants to these nonprofit groups.
For more information contact: Susan White (617) 576-1419.

Notes from the Editors
This edition of Baobab would like to wish our comrade Prexy Nesbitt a
happy 50th birthday. Prexy, founder and editor of the Baobab Notes has
dedicated over thirty years of his life to the struggle for justice, peace
and solidarity in southern Africa and in the U.S.A. Prexy also established
the Mozambique Solidarity Network and the Mozambique Solidarity
Office and passionately fought to keep Mozambique on the map and in
people's hearts and souls. He has served and continues to serve as an
adviser, mentor, brother, compafiero, friend to many of us. We decided
to recognize Prexy for his steadfast commitment and perseverance which
is a constant source of encouragement and inspiration. Thank you Prexy
for your great work -- together we will win! A luta continua!

We would also like to thank all those people who sent in their
subscrition/support dollars -- you enable us to water the Baobab. We
encourage others to send-in their subscrition as soon as possible($15 for
students/unemployed; $20 for individuals; $25 organizations). Our
sincerest gratitude is also extended to RESIST for supporting the
Baobab. Thank you also to the Southern Africa Network of the ELCA
(some people on that list will receive this issue); and to the Boston
Mozambique Support Network.

With sadness, we report the tragic death of Clare Stewart who was
abducted in early November close to her home near Natal's northern
border with Mozambique. Local residents reported that four strange
Ronga-speaking men, possibly from Mozambique, had earlier enquired
where Stewart lived, with the possible intention of using her vehicle to
smuggle arms. Fluent in Zulu, Stewart has been working closely with
Nguni cattle farmers in the Thuthukani co-op. She will be missed.
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vlozambiquc Pcace Process Bullctin
The Mozambique Peace Process Bulletin is published by European Parliamentariansfor (Southern) Africa.

Authored by Rachel Waterhouse and GillAuriciano, edited by Joseph Hanlon. The following are excerptsfrom issue 7, Dec. '93 bulletin.

U.N. report blames RENAMO
The U.N. Secretary-General's 1 November report puts the blame for
delay mu~h more openly on RENAMO than in previous reports. He
stresses that although government had indicated its readiness to begin
assembly and demobilization, "for a long time, RENAMO has been
reluctant to begin assembly and demobilization of troops and had
linked various conditions to the process." Boutros-Ghali also stressed
the need for the international community to give money to RENAMO
-- to enable them to transform themselves into a political party. He
wants another $5 million for the trust fund and in fact encouraged some
governments to give money directly to RENAMO.

Regional tide of change
South Africa's Foreign Minister, Roelof 'Pik" Botha, was in Maputo
where he met with the U.N. chief, President Chissano, and hoisted the
flag on the trade mission which has now become South Africa's official
embassy in Mozambique -- its fIrst in a Front Line State.
Botha said one of his government's key concerns is to stem the illegal
flow of arms smuggled from Mozambique into South Africa, where
they now fuel a rising tide of internal violence. Many of the weapons
were sent by South Africa to RENAMO in the fIrst place. Also there to
meet Boutros-Ghali was Inkatha's Buthelezi. Despite earlier rumored
deals with RENAMO, Buthelezi kept a cool distance from Dhlakarna,
and met with President Chissano -- who he asked to playa mediating
role on his behalf in South Africa.

Army training begins
The most concrete area of advance in fulfIlling the new peace
accord continues to be the formation of anew, unifIes
national army. British military sources say the training is
going well, with good co-operation between the soldiers on
'both sides. RENAMO's delays in sending their men has
compressed the training course which ended in December and
was to be handed over to Zimbabwe. The fIrst 50 RENAMO
trainees all came from Niassa province, Mozambique's most
under-developed and one of the least strategic. The second
selection of 220 initially came from Gaza and Inhambane, in
the south but still on the periphery ofRENAMO's heartland in
the central provinces. Some of these were rejected in
Maringue as too young, and others had to be called in from
Nampula province in the north. The British stipulated a
minimum age of 20 for the training but the source said some
RENAMO trainees may be little over 16 years old.

Changes in RENAMO zones
There is change in RENAMO areas. RENAMO no longer
controls movement and does not demand passes. Circulation
of money in this zone is increasing as there is more traffic
between RENAMO and government-controlled zones. But the
local market has little for sale: donated maize, tobacco,
chickens, and strips of dried game meal

Public Information Bureau
The Pub.lic Information Bureau, headed by Polly Gastor, is one of the
only sOlfCes of public information in Mozambique. They provide
maps oil the city, provinces and country; copies of released
government documents; new laws; Mozambican music, posters, and
art to the public. They also have a small video library on
Mozambique. Students often use the Bureau as a historic
documentation center. The Bureau has made great strides over the last
few years that include having moved to a larger office space, a staff
of 20 and a new public space that is very visible on the street,
welcoming Mozambicans, foreigners and the numerous UN soldiers
to come and use the resource center. The central message of the
center continues to be "Information Access For All". It is supported in
three ways: by the state, individual donations and a circulating sales
fund. (Susan White)

Young Piullt:ers 'flee to RENAl\-10
bases in Mozambique'
An undisclosed number of Malawi Young Pioneers, the
paramilitary force behind the ruling Malawi Congress Party,
have fled to Mozambique where they are apparently regrouping
at Renamo bases. The Young Pioneers were forcibly disarmed
by the Malawi army in December 1993. A Mozambican
military, police and immigration mission went to Malawi to
discuss the issue with government officials. President Hastings
Banda of Malawi noted "precedents" during the Mozambican
war, when Mozambican soldiers who crossed into Malawi
"were always handed back formally to the authorities in
Mozambique". In fact there were constant complaints from the
Frelimo side that Malawi was harboring Renamo fIghters.
(SouthScan Vol.9 No.1)
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