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Africa Low-Priority for
Presidential Candidates
With the end of the Cold War - during which US interest in
Africa was invariably shaped by larger geo-strategic concerns Africa has slipped even farther down the Washington foreign policy agenda. Although both the Democratic and Republican platforms include brief passages relating to Africa, neither incumbent
President Bill Clinton nor his Republican rival, Bob Dole, has
given high-level priority to enhancing the continent's visibility or
building long-term relationships with African nations.
Of the two candidates, President Clinton has paid slightly
more attention to Africa. His campaign has produced a threepage document, entitled "Promoting Democracy and Stability in
Africa." This highlights US support for electoral processes and
conflict resolution initiatives in a number of African nations
during the Clinton administration.
In Clinton's first term, officials in a number of agencies,
including the State Department, the National Security Council,
USAID, the Department of Commerce and others, have focused
on a wide range of African issues. But their efforts have often
suffered from the perception and the reality of lack of interest.
Dole, on the other hand, rarely mentioned Africa in his 28year Senate career. HoweVer, he has been outspoken on a number of broader foreign policy issues that have implications for
Africa. For example, Dole has been highly critical of many
United Nations programs and has sought to curtail US support

for and involvement in the UN's work. Lasl year, he introduced
the "Peace Powers act,": designed to reduce US funding for the
institution and to make it more difficult for the President to
commit US forces to UN peacekeeping activities. During
Dole's tenure as Senate Majority Leader, Republicans (together
with some of their Democratic colleagues) have made deep cuts
in US foreign assistance programs and have abolished a separate
allocation for the Development Fund for Africa.
The bottom line is that neither candidate can be counted on
to prioritize a coherent and effective Africa policy which promotes just and sustainable development, poverty reduction,
accountable and transparent governance, peace, and respect for
human rights across the continent. Whoever is elected, what is
achieved will depend on the capacity of Africa advocates to
insist on action from both the President and the new Congress.
(Washington Notes On Africa, Fall 1996, Washington Office
on Africa)
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The International Campaign to Ban Landmines
4TH INTERNATIONAL
NGO CONFERENCE
ON LANDMINES:
Toward a Mine-Free Southern Africa
Hosted by:
The Mozambican Campaign Against Landmines

February 25-28, 1997
Maputo, Mozambique
The International Campaign to Ban landmines will
hold its next conference in Maputo, hosted by the
Mozambican Campaign Against Landmines and supported
by campaigns and organizations throughout the region.
The 4-day conference will consist of speakers, panel discussions, workshops, open papers as well as visits to demining sites and training centers, prosthetics and rehabilitation
programmes. Topics will include:
• scale of the regional and global problem and socioeconomic consequences
• case studies of Mozambique and Angola
• effects of landmines on women, refugees, internally
displaced and returning populations
• landmine survivors' experiences
• humanitarian demining and setting demining priorities
• "polluter pays": steps towards accountability of producers
• strategies for advocacy and country campaigns:
building on the momentum from the Ottawa Conference
• regional initiatives via SACD and other channels to
achieve a Mine-Free Southern Africa as an
international model

Registration fee: US $50
Lodging and meals are not included. Some donated
funds may be available to assist with transportation costs.
If you wish to apply, please send a letter with this form
indicating why you or your organization should receive
financial assistance.

Ridding Southern Africa of Landmines
On December 5, 1995, in a village in Maputo province,
Mozambique, several children were collecting scrap metal to sell.
Among the bits they found was a landmine. When the scrap metal
was weighed on a scale in the market, the landmine exploded,
killing eight children instantly. Three others died later at the hospital. One injured boy saw two of his brothers killed. This happened three years after the Peace Agreement ended the civil war.
Every country in Southern Africa, except Lesotho and
Mauritius, has had people injured by landmines. It is estimated that
more than 20 million landmines have been laid in the region. They
now wait silently for the footsteps of a woman gathering firewood
or a child fetching water. Landmines recognize no ceasefires.
Long after a conflict ends, landmines threaten villagers, render
farmland unusable, and disrupt transport and market systems.
Yet the world is no longer tolerating thIS carnage. The
International Campaign to Ban Landmines is calling for an immediate ban on the use, manufacture, export and stockpiling of
antipersonnel (AP) landmines. In just four years, the Campaign
has grown into a coalition of more than 650 organizations working
in more than three dozen countries. To date, over 40 countries
support the Campaign's goal of a ban on landmines. Worldwide
momentum has been fueled by recent UN Review Conferences
and ''Toward a Global Ban on AP Mines", a conference hosted by
the Canadian Government in Ottawa, October 3-5.
Now is the time to turn words into action in Southern Africa.
President Joachim Chissano of Mozambique has expressed support for a ban, as have the South African and Angolan governments. The 4th International NGO Conference in Southern
Africa Toward a Mine-Free Southern Africa, hosted by the
Mozambican Campaign Against Landmines, will help do so by
building on the growing worldwide momentum. Of the 17 countries most severely plagued by landmines, seven are in Africa.
At least two nations in the region, South Africa and Zimbabwe,
have produced landmines. Angola has between 8 and 20 million
mines in its soil - more than one for everyone of its ten million
people. In Mozambique, about I million landmines remain.
Removing landmines now is key to ensuring peace and development in the region. Banning AP landmines forever is the only
way to ensure long-term mine clearance, and that no more landmines are planted on African soil. come and join us in Maputo.
Or join the efforts in your country to rid the earth of this scourge.

For more information contact:
4th International NGO Landmines Conference
c/o Fundacao Para 0 Desenvolvimento
da Comunidade (FDC)
Avenida Eduardo Mondiane, 1160·1170 RIC
Maputo, Mozambique
tel:
258-430-430/1
fax:
258-422- 595
email: banemnow@fdc.uem.mz
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The International Campaign to Ban Landmines
Military Veterans Urge Mandela
to Ban Landmines
High-ranking military veterans have appealed to President
Mandela to implement an immediate and total ban on anti-personnel landmines arguing that such a move would be both
"humane" and "militarily responsible".
Speaking today at a press conference called by the South
African Campaign To Ban Landmines, representatives from the
Azanian People's Liberation Army (APLA) Veterans
Association,Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) Military Veterans
Association and the Council of Military Veterans' Organizations,
called on President Mandela to ban anti-personnel mines.
[APIC Note: According to an article in the Weekly Mail
and Guardian (October I I, 1996), in May, South Africa
announced a ban on export of anti-personnel mines and a suspension of their operational use, and now supports efforts
towards a global ban. The government has not yet adopted a
ban on production. A review of the military utility of anti-personnel mines was scheduled to be presented this month to the
South African Cabinet.]
In an open letter addressed to the President, LieutenantGeneral Raymond Holtzhausen (Council of Military Veterans),
Mr Wilson Ngcayiya (MK Veterans Association) and Mr.
Kwedie Mkalipi (APLA Veterans Association) urged the South
African government to take its commitment to eliminate landmines a step further and to implement a ban on the production,
stockpiling, sale and use of these weapons.
The veterans argued that anti-personnel landmines fall into
the same category as chemical weapons which are banned under
international law "because they are hard to control and often
cause unintended harm" and that, "given the wide range of
weaponry available to today's military forces, anti-personnel
landmines are not indispensable".
The open letter went on to say that "we believe that banning
these weapons would not undermine South Africa's military
effectiveness, nor the safety of our forces". "A ban would help
to alleviate the global and regional landmine crisis" and South
Africa would "set a leading example in Africa".
In South Africa, the letter signed by military veterans has
boosted the growing movement in favor of a ban on anti-personnel mines. According to Penny Mckenzie of the South African
Campaign To Ban Landmines, "The fact that the call is being
made by top brass ex-soldiers throws into question some of the
arguments put forward by the South African National Defense
Force for the continued use of mines".
Mckenzie added that the South African campaign is part of
an international movement which "is committed to pushing for
an end to the use of these inhumane weapons by the year 2000.
If the South African government is committed to human rights
and to promoting peace and development within Southern
Africa, it should pass a law banning these weapons".
(Press Release, South African Campaign to Ban Landmines,

LANDMINES
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
Number of landmines:
more than 20 million
Countries most affected:
Angola, Mozambique, Namibia,Zambia, Zimbabwe
- every country in the region except Lesotho and
Mauritius has had landmine incidents.
Southern African Producers:
South Africa, Zimbabwe and possibly Namibia
Types of mines:
Over 62 types from 17 countries including former
Soviet Block, US, China, Italy, Portugal, France,
Sweden and South Africa
Number injured by landmines:
in Angola, approximately 70,000 people out of a
population of about 10 million
Number of victims:
over 250,000 injured since 1961
Cost of a landmine:
US $3 - $30
Cost to clear a landmine:
US $300 - $1000
Cost to make a prosthesis:
US $52 - $5000
Number of mines cleared:
less than 400,000 since 1991

Every 20 minutes someone,
somewhere in the world steps on
a landmine

BAN THEM NOW!

AP/C /0//5/96)
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Angola Peace Monitor
Angolan War Thrives in Cabinda
While there is peace in most of Angola now, the war continues in the Angolan enclave of Cabinda. Cabinda, an enclave
just south of Congo, is separated from the rest of Angola by a
narrow band of Zairean territory. About 300,000 Cabindans
make up less than 3% of Angola's population of 10,5 million.
During Angola's war of liberation from Portuguese rule,
which ended in 1975, the Front for the Liberation of the Enclave
of Cabinda (FLEC) sought independence for Cabinda whereas
the now ruling Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA) has always opposed the separation of the oil-rich
enclave. While the 19-year war between the MPLA and the
main Angolan rebel force, the Union for the Total Liberation of
Angola (UNITA) ended in 1994, the conflict in Cabinda has
dragged on, with the FLEC insisting on independence for
Cabinda. But the Cabindese themselves are divided. The
FLEC-Cabinese Armed Forces (FLEC-FAC), led by Nzita
Henriquez Tiago, has kept on fighting, while other groups, such
as the FLEC-Renove, have accepted the autonomy propose by
Luanda even though some still hanker after independence.
FLEC-FAC claims to have freed 340km2 of the enclave,
mainly heavily forested zones along the border with Zaire. Its
fighters are men and teenage boys. The women cO:ltribute in
other ways. Tchipinda is a member of a group of about 50
women who support the rebel group's struggle. "Our role is to
increase the fighting capacity of Cabinda's women," she says.
"There are nearly &0,000 women in Cabinda and- we are trying_
to make them understand the meaning of mobilization."
"Every Cabindese is a combatant because this is a war that
has been imposed on us," said one FLEC-FAC fighter. "Even
if someone is a civilian, he or she still plays a role in the revolution." Some women contribute by teaching children who live
in areas controlled by the rebel group. Others help to feed the
combatants, like one elderly woman who refused to give her
name but said she had a 21-year-old son in the FLEC-FAC.
"By sending our young sons to the front, we are sacrificing ourselves for the independence of our country."
There are reportedly at least 100 child soldiers in the rebel
army, whose total strength is a closely guarded secret. Many
teenage boys in rebel-controlled zones join up because, after secondary school, they are unable to continue their studies whereas
youths in other parts of Cabinda can go to university in Luanda.
(Inter Press Service, 5/31/96)

UNITA Maintains Stockpiles
Although the number of weapons in UNITA's armory is not
public knowledge, evidence exists to show that UNITA continues to be a well armed organization, according to the highly
respected London-based organization, the International Institute
for Strategic Studies (IISS).
IISS reports that UNITA is in possession of a number of
tanks, armored personnel carriers, multiple rocket launchers, field
artillery, mortars, anti-tank weapons, anti aircraft weapons including Stinger surface to air missiles. It has been reported by Africa
Watch that the Stinger missiles were returned to the US in late
Baobab Notes, September/October/November 1996, Page 4

1990, however, the IISS says that this is "highly unlikely".
Recent information given to ACTSA by highly placed military sources suggest that UNITA has substantial quantities of
weapons beyond what has been handed over to the UN. While
the threat from tanks is minimal, with UNITA possessing
roughly a dozen of questionable use, a greater threat is posed by
UNITA's ground to air missiles, with UNITA said to be in possession of roughly 150 Stinger missiles. UNITA is also known
to have quantities of SAM-7, 14, and 16 missiles.
UNITA also has many hundreds of hand-held rocket-propelled grenade launchers. For its basic troops, UNITA has substantial quantities of rifles, AK47s given to them by the old
Apartheid regime, supplemented by others bought on the open
market. They also have roughly 60 armored personnel carriers.
It has also been suggested that UNITA has highly sophisticated
US-made TOW anti-tank missiles. However both IISS and
Janes Defense Weekly were surprised at this suggestion. The
calculation of the quantity of UNITA arms is further confused
by Jonas Savimbi' s recent remarks that UNITA has sold many
of its weapons. Some observers point out that even if UNITA
is successfully integrated into legal political activity, without
full disarmament, the door will be left open to banditry.
(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue If, Vol. If, 7/31/96)

Moose Visit Underlines US Policy Shift
In an important sign of support for the peace process, US
UnderSecretary orsrare of African Affairs, George Moose,
arrived in Angola on July II th on a five day trip.
George Moose met with the Joint Commission, the body
which is charged with implementing the peace process. During
the meeting he stated that the US administration was happy
with developments in the peace process, and that progress had
been recorded, although much needed to be done.
On July 15, the American official opened a USAID office
in Luanda. This is seen as significant as many other countries
in Africa are expecting their US aid to be reduced. The visit
underlines the shift in US policy over the last year, which culminated in the visit of President dos Santos to the White House
in December 1995.
(AngoLa Peace Monitor, Issue If, Vol. If, 7/31/96)

IMF Prepares Angola Programme
Following a three day visit to Angola in October, the
IMF's managing director Michel Camdessus said he believed
the country was serious about economic reform and pledged
to set up a three-year emergency programme worth up to $75
million. Some donors, including Britain, have linked pledges
of development aid to Angola to economic reform. In a different interpretation of the IMF's visit to Angola, the Londonbased journal Southscan said on 18 October that the IMF has
"warned that it will not back a reconstruction package for the
Angolan economy until after a government of national unity
has been formed"
(AngoLa Peace Monitor, Issue III, Vol. 2, 11/1/96)

Angola Peace Monitor
SADC Steps Up Angola Role

Amnesty International Call for Investigation in Angola

The serious threat posed by UNITA has spurred the member
states of the Southern African Development Community to take a
more interventionist stance on Angola in an attempt to savage the
peace process. SADC's Political, Defense and Security body met
in Luanda on 2 October. Attending the summit were seven presidents, two prime ministers, one deputy prime minister and
Malawi's High Commissioner. Following the meeting, a high
level delegation was dispatched to New York to call on the
Security Council to impose sanctions on UNITA.
Zambia's President, Frank Chiluba, invited UNITA leader
Jonas Savimbi to attend the summit. His failure to attend
angered the heads of state, who "expressed deep disappointment
at the absence at the event of the UNITA leader, Dr Jonas
Savimbi, at a crucial phase of the peace process."
Having received briefings on the current situation from
Angola's President dos Santos, and the United Nations Secretary
General's Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye, the
summit expressed concern over the impasse and slow progress
in the implementation of the peace process. In particular, the
summit placed the blame for the slow progress on UNITA. It
"strongly appealed to UNITA to honor its commitments within
the deadlines set out in the Lusaka Protocol and UN Security
Council Resolution 864/93."
In a clear signal that patience with UNITA had run out, the
summit decided to send a delegation to the United Nations in
New York to put forward a regional position on the peace
process, specifically to call on the Security Council to "take into
consideration UNITA's latest failure to comply with its commitments and, consequently, adopt measures, within the framework
of Resolution 864/93, to make UNITA fully and urgently
respect the deadli nes establ ished by the Security Council."
Resolution 864/93 lays out sanctions to be taken against
UNITA, which include measures to restrict trade with UNITA
and to restrict the travel of UNITA personnel. Other measures
may include the closing of UNITA offices and the freezing of
UNITA bank accounts.
(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue fIf, Vol. 2, 11/1/96)

The human rights group Amnesty International has called for
a "thorough investigation by independent forensic and other suitably qualified experts on a mass burial ground, reportedly containing the remains of at least 60 people, apparently victims of
deliberate and arbitrary killings, which was discovered by a mine
clearing team working near Soyo in north-western Angola."
The statement added that according to local residents the
victims were probably abducted by UNITA, who had held the
area for a year from May 1993. The statement continued,
"Among the remains were skulls with holes suggesting shots to
the head, the bones of children and articles of women's clothing
and Government police uniforms."
Amnesty International also brought out on 24 October a
report on the human rights situation in Angola. It warned that
the "political compromise" in Angola "will unravel if it does not
include mechanisms for the protection and promotion of human
rights." The report warns that without human rights peace cannot last and calls on both the Government and UNITA to take
immediate steps to ensure that members of the security forces
who abuse human rights are brought to justice.
The report calls for the setting up of "a permanent, independent and impartial body which is able to monitor human rights
and ensure that appropriate remedial action is taken." Copies of
the report are available from Amnesty International,
International Secretariat, I Easton Street, London WC I X 8D].
(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue III, Vol. 2, 11/1/96)

EU/SADC Meeting Presses UNITA
The European Union has called for UNITA to abide by the
Lusaka Protocol. The call came during an important meeting in
Windhoek, Namibia, between the EU and SADC on 15 October.
Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring, who is President of the EU
Council of Ministers, said "We need to get Savimbi back to the
negotiating table and seek an ultimate reconciliation. They have
to be ready to walk the last mile." He continued, "International
pressure is already mounting on Savimbi." The EU used the
occasion to promise to fund programmes to remove mines.
Dick Spring said, "This is a priority issue for the EU."
(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue fIf, Vol. 2, 11/1/96)
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Warren Christopher Visits Angola
As part of an Africa tour, the US Secretary of State, Warren
Christopher, visited Angola on 14 October, where he held meetings with senior figures on the current peace process. During
his five hour visit, he met with President dos Santos and the
Joint Commission which oversees the peace process. UNITA
leader Jonas Savimbi refused to come to Luanda to meet Mr
Christopher, who appointed his representative, George Moose to
travel to Andulo to pass on a message from the US administration. However, due to heavy rain Moose's aircraft was unable to
land and was forced to return to Luanda. The US ambassador is
now delegated to pass on the message to Savimbi.
On the eve of Christopher's visit to Angola, a state department official is quoted by SAPA as saying that Savimbi has not
respected all his commitments as part of the peace process in
Angola while "the Government is upholding its end of the bargain for the most part." The report states that the US
Government is "growing increasingly irritated with the attitude
of Angola's UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi, but does not wish to
cut ties with him."
(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue ffl, Vol. 2, 11/1/96)
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South Africa
The Real Facts on South African Crime
Crime is costing South Africa an estimated R41, I-billion
per year, according to a confidential report released by the banking group NEDCOR. The survey - said to be the largest and
most comprehensive ever compiled on crime in the country took one year and cost a staggering R3-million to compile. An
executive summary of the "top secret" document has been sent
to Minister for Safety and Security, Sydney Mufamadi. NEDCOR hopes it will act as a working document alongside the government's Crime Prevention Strategy and the police commissioner's crime fighting plan.
The 43 page document (complied from a nationwide survey
of some 2,600 households and more than 2,000 businesses) adds
to the recent glut of crime surveys which have flooded the market, in an attempt to understand and find a solution to the country's crime problem. Headed by Professor Robin Lee, the Dean
of Faculty management at the University of the Witwatersrand,
the research team concluded that businesses suffered an average
1,2 crimes of all types over 24 months.
. The survey reveals that,. contrary to previous reports, the
level of violent crimes is five times higher than the average rate
on the intf'rnational crime index. Murder increased more steeply
than in any other country except the Bahamas, Swaziland and
Lesotho, but other crimes are in line with world trends. The survey also found that a reign of sexual terror was being waged
against children and teenagers, who are seven times more likely
to be victims of rape.
Although the current "crime wave" eclipses even unemployment as people's prime concern, the document argues that the
problem was gathering strength even during the 1980's. About
80% of all households had experienced some crime, costing a
total R II ,S-billion. On the bu iness front, up to 60% of fraud
ca es were found to be orchestrated by management.
Weaknesses in the South African Police Services and the
Department of Justice have "allowed the crime wave to increase
above the level it might otherwise have operated at," warned the
report. It said the publ ic perception was that government was
not doing enough to put things right.
Although the perception among most business organizations
surveyed·is that crime and violence are reducing confidence and
diminishing investment, the truth is that foreign money entering
the country has exceeded R30-billion between July 1994 and
February 1996.
(Inter Press Service, 7/6/96)

Truth and Reconciliation Commission Addresses
Women's Issues
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) approved
special hearings dedicated to women's testimony to be arranged
in different parts of South Africa. A full meeting of the
Commission resolved that "women need to be encouraged to
speak out" about human rights violations which they have suffered. "There is a need to break the silence," the Commission
sai.d. "There is a lot of evidence of abuse of women in a political context, but this is in the private domain."
The special hearings were recommended by TRC
Commissioners who participated in a workshop on Gender and
the Truth Commission, which was held to thoroughly discuss
and debate how human rights abuse of women in particular,
needs to be dealt with by the TRC. The report provided a
detailed analysis of women's experience of repression over the
33 years of the mandate of the Commission. The report also
draws attention to issues of amnesty, reparations, and genderspecific violence perpetrated by members of the security and liberation forces .
Specific recommendations which came out of the workshop
included the following:
• Women will need a special hearing. Each region should
hold at least one hearing dedicated to women.
• The TRC should be sensitive tot eh cultural norms in specific communities to gender issues.
• Women need to be encouraged to speak out; there is a
need to break the silence. There is a lot of evidence of
abuse of women in a political context, but this is in the
private domain.
• The TRC needs to act as a facilitator to empower women
to tell their stories.
• Some useful suggestions are:
- some women can tell stories on behalf of others
- groups of women could come together and tell
their stories as a collective
- hearings can be held in camera
• The presence of men on the panels may paralyze some
women, therefore the composition of the panel should be
negotiated with he testifiers.
• Commissioners should receive training on gender-related
issues.
• Preparatory workshops, especially for rural women, should
be held especially about how to deal with the media.
• Church women's groups should be engaged to assist
women to tell their stories.
• Women as perpetrators also need attention.
• Reparations policy should not be gender blind.
The TRC's response to the report was very favorable. That
violence against women and the specific sensitive nature of the
types of violations against women warrants close attention by
the TRC was accepted without question.
(Truth and Reconciliation Commission press release, 8/15/96)
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South Africa
Vigilantes Attack Gangs
A group of disgruntled community members have organized themselves into a vigilante group called PAGAD (People
Against Gangsters and Drugs), to fight gangsterism and drug
peddling. For years, communities living on the Cape Flats have
been besieged by gang warfare, their children sometimes caught
in the crossfire.
PAGAD has, since it formation, threatened to take action
against known drug dealers and gangsters. Their threats culminated in the death of Rashad Staggie, an alleged gang leader and
drug dealer. A group of PAGAD members marched to his
home. As he drove towards the crowd, he was shot at point
blank range. Badly injured, Staggie slowly scrambled out of his
car, then someone threw a petrol bomb at him. A flame followed a split second later. As the flames consumed his body,
members of PAGAD pumped at least 30 rounds of ammunition
into his burning body. PAGAD leader, Moegamat Nadthmie
Edries, was arrested and charged with sedition.
The police, who were at the scene, said they could not prevent the attach from happening. This action by PAGAD has led
to heightened tensions amongst community members and the
gangs. In the week following St.aggie's murder, a taxi driver
was killed because he allegedly belonged to PAGAD.
National Police Commissioner George Fivaz met with
members of PAGAD in an attempt to discourage them from
their course of action and to recruit them to work with the police
in their fight against gangsterism and drug peddling. But the
Commissioner only managed to convince PAGAD members not
to display their weapons in public.
PAGAD has threatened to start a Jihad (holy war) against
gangs and drug dealers if the authorities do not eradicate the
problem within sixty days. Gang leaders have vowed to fight
back. According to Rashied Staggie, twin brother of the murdered Rashad Staggie, gang leaders from all overCape Town

have met to discuss strategies to fight PAGAD. A truce
between the almost 10,000 gang members has been called to
fight PAGAD collectively.
Justice Minister Dullah Omar has moved his family to a
"safe house" for fear of his life and that of his family after
PAGAD members confronted him at this home about the ongoing gang and drug-related problems on the Cape Flats.

(South Africa PoLiticaL Update, US/SA Sister Community
Project, 8/12/96)

Suture Donation Program for Mozambique
global links is a nonprofit organization, based in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, dedicated to recycling surplus
medical supplies and equipment for use by health care
institutions serving the poor in developing countries. globaIlinks delivers to 30 countries in the developing world.
Arrangements have been made to create a strong liaison for the global links suture donation program in
Mozambique at the Central Hospital of Maputo. All
departments in the Central Hospital of Maputo severely
lack resources and staff. In the Eye, Nose and Throat
Department alone, there are six doctors attending to an
average of 150 patients a day and 50 surgeries a week. The
head surgeon, Dr. Josi Branco Neves, is delighted about the
prospect of receiving a minimum of 500 sutures a year
which will facilitate certain intricate surgical procedures.
The mail is not reliable; we are in need of couriers.
Please if you have travel plans to Mozambique, or at least
as far as Johannesburg, please contact Susan White at 412521-0976 or 412-624-6651.email: swhite+@pitt.edu

Southern Africa • Women in Politics
Institutional Mechanisms for the
Advancement of Women
Although women in southern Africa constitute half the electorate, they hold on average only 10 percent of the seats in parliament and six percent in national cabinets. South Africa holds
the distinction of having the highest numbers of female members of parliament (MPs) with 25 percent representation.
According to the 1995 Beijing Conference Report on the status of women in southern Africa, Mozambique has the second
hiohest figure of women in political decision-making, holding
b
. .
24.4 percent of the seats in parliament. Women's limited partIcIpation in economic and political decision-making bodies can be
attributed to inadequate institutional mechanisms to advance the
status of women.
Since changes in society normally come through the political
process, the need for women to be among those who make policies and decisions at all levels of government is critical if their
plight has to be adequately addressed.
"It is important for women to know that they have to be there
(within the political process) where it matters. Whether it is at
the rural council, urban councilor other levels of policy making,
they have to be there to ensure their lot is addressed," says UN
Development Fund for Women's (UNIFEM) Regional Advisor
for Eastern and Southern Africa, Gita Welch from Mozambique.
Welch attributes women's low representation in the political
decision-making process to several factors. "Socio-cultural perceptions and inhibitions, Jack of tinance, lack of politic<ll commitment,
consciousness and goodwill and the general lack of infrastructure,"
she says, "keep women conti ned to roles outside of politics."
Establishment of institutional machineries to design, promote, monitor, advocate and mobilize support for policies to

MOZAMBIQUE SOLIDARITY OFFICE

advance the status of women was marked as one of the areas of
concern to which governments committed themselves at the
Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing, China, in
1995, as well as the African Platform for Action at the Dakar
Conference in 1994.
The African Platform defines these machineries as "institutions of formal entities recognized by governments and entrusted with particular responsibility for the advancement of women
and the elimination of all forms of discrimination against
women for monitoring the ramifications of gender relations in a
given society, and for acting as advocates on behalf of women."
A vailable data shows that all the SADC (Southern African
Development Community) countries have some form of national machinery responsible for women's issues. However, there is
still much debate on the form these machineries should take
especially at government level where, in the past, women's ministries or departments further marginalised women. Some
women in the region are against the idea of a woman's ministry
as a machinery for women's advancement. "It is a way of sidestepping women's issues. It is like saying, 'do not bother us'
because you have a place to go. But then nothing happens," said
oender activists at last year's post-Beijing conference
in Zambia.
b
.
National machineries for the advancement of women should
be the central policy-coordinating unit inside government, whose
main task should be to support government-wide mainstreaming
of a gender-equality perspective in all policy areas. But studies
on the status of institutional mechanisms in the region show that
they are frequently hamperetl by unclear mandates, lack of adequate staff, training, data and sufficient resources.
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