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ENDGAME IN ZAIRE
By Carole J.L. Collins and Steve Askin

The following editorial first appeared in The Nation. 28
April 1997. pp. 4-5. It is reproduced here with permission of
the authors. Any print or other commercial reproduction is
expressly forbidden without prior permission of the authors.
who can be reached c/o collinsc@igc.apc.org.

For the first time in the century of chaos that began when
Belgium's King Leopold brutally invaded central Africa, Zaire 
- the former Belgian Congo -- may be on the brink of peace.

Editorialists are cranking out tired old nostrums about the
threat of "chaos" and the "need for dialogue" to end the current
rebellion against Zairian dictator Mobutu Sese Seko. They
ignore the fact that Mobutu's kleptocracy, a rule by theft created
with U.S. connivance more than three decades ago and sus
tained by military repression, has been nothing less than an
instrument of constant war against his own people. At press
time, Mobutu had appointed an army general as prime mjnister
to put down protest in Kinshasa, the capital.

For this moment, at least, we should rejoice with the Zairian
people at the rapid advance of rebel forces led by Laurent
Kabila and his Alliance of Democratjc Forces for the Liberation
of Congo-Zaire, which just took Zaire's second-largest city,
Lubumbashi. By banning bribe-taking and intimidation and
insisting on disciplined behavior by its own soldiers, the
A.D.F.L. is bringing more order to daily life than many Zairians
have seen in decades.

This does not mean that the world should be overly sangujne
about what future A.D.F.L. rule might bring. Many Zairians and
international observers question the A.D.F.L.'s commitment to
democracy, its possible involvement in major human rights abus
es, its limited ethnic and regional base, its growing use of "re-edu
cation camps," its restrictions on aid to desperate Rwandan
refugees and its continuing dependence on Rwandan and
Ugandan military support. But these questions pale before the far
greater cumulative damage Mobutu has done - and could still do
- to his people before his regime is swept into history's dustbin.

What can and should the US do at this juncture to best help
Zaire's people? First, it must do no harm. This means our gov
ernment must no longer equate Mobutu's government and the
rebel alliance as if they are equally legitimate parties. The
United States must increase its pressure and unequivocally
demand Mobutu's immediate departure. Allowing rum and his
cronies to prolong and manipulate peace talks to buy time to
regroup their political and military forces would be disastrous.
We must also not let concern for the dire situation of Rwandan
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and Burundian refugees provide cover for Mobutu and his allies'
efforts to halt the popular rebellion against his rule.

Second, negotiations on a transition to a credible post
Mobutu government must not be limited to a dialogue between
Kabila and Kinshasa-based politicians. Even veteran opposi
tionist Etienne Tshisekedi, stripped for the third time of the
prime ministershjp by Mobutu as we went to press, is no substi
tute for Zaire's human rights and women's groups, development
groups and community peace campaigns. In cities and rural
areas .across Zaire's immense vastness, they have already begun
to model democracy at a grass-roots level. Helping their embry
onic democratic experiences "trickle up" to national levels is the
surest path to genuine democracy.

Third, we must stand up to those cynical Mobutu apologists 
most notably in the French government - who are pushing the
U.N. Commission for Human Rights to launch a one-sided inves
tigation of "rebel massacres" and other human rights violations
while ignoring or downplaying such abuses by Mobutu's forces,
his genocidal allies from Rwanda, and his mercenaries. This
would be like focusing solely on human rights violations of South
Africa's African National Congress while ignoring the pervasive
horrors of apartheid that made the A.N.C.'s struggle necessary.

Last, and most important, we must own up to - and make
restitution for - our government's own crimes in Zaire. The
United States, Western European governments, the World Bank,
the International Monetary Fund and many international corpora
tions knowingly conspired to loot Zaire. These all "lent" money
to Zajre by the billions, carefully watched and monitored as
Mobutu stole it, then cynically demanded its repayment. Mobutu,
of course, obliged, squeezing debt service funds from a destitute
population in rus periodic bouts of structural adjustment.

The debts are Mobutu's, not Zaire's. Just as the United
States supports efforts to reclaim wealth stolen by the Nazis, it
must help a future legitimate Zairian government reclaim its
national treasure. This means Zaire's foreign debt, if not totally
forgiven, should be repaid by the corporations and individuals
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who conspired in Mobutu's criminal pillage of Zaire's treasury.
It also means that the West should join in a systematic global

search to locate and claim for the Zairian people the bank
accounts, palaces and villas, and other wealth that Mobutu and
his cronies have stashed around the globe.

(Recently, a Swiss Member of Parliament proposed freezing
Mobutu's bank accounts, arguing that they belong to the Zairian
people. The Swiss government refused.)

These are radical steps. But nothing less will serve to meet
our responsibility for the horrors that began when the C.LA.
helped kill Zaire's first and only genuine attempt at democracy
by conspiring in the death of that nation's only democratically
elected prime minister, Patrice Lumumba.

Carole J.L. Collins, a journalist and former American
Friends Service Committee Southern Africa representative, and
Steve Askin, a financial investigator, have written extensiveLy on
Mobutu and his ill-gotten wealth.

Human Rights Watch Calls for Refugee Protection

Human Rights Watch today called upon Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright, Chair of the EU Presidency and Dutch
Foreign- Minister H.A.F.M.O. van Mierlo, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan, U.N. and OAU Special Envoy Ambassador
Mahmoud Sahnoun, and OAU Secretary-GeneraLSalim A- Salim
to redouble their efforts to protect the tens of thousands of non
combatant refugees, many of them women and children, caught
in the Zairean war. The refugees, some of the one million Hutu
who fled Rwanda after the defeat of the genocidal government in
1994, are facing attack by the Alliance of Democratic Forces for
the Liberation of Congo-Zaire (ADFL) that drove them from
camps in eastern Zaire several months ago. The international
human rights organization also insisted on a prompt and thorough
investigation of charges of massive killings of civilians and other
violations of international humanitarian law in eastern Zaire.

(Human Rights Watch, 3/14/97)

UNITA active in Zaire

There has been growing awareness that UNITA is heavily
involved in supporting its old ally, President Mobutu, in Zaire.

According to a report in the British-based Guardian newspa
per on 19 March, UNITA soldiers crossed into southern Zaire,
from where they were transported to an air base at Kamina.
They were then tlown to the north-east of the country where
they were deployed against the rebels around the towns of
Bunia, Beni and Isoro. The Guardian report states that they have
been fighting a losing battle. with many injuries. A range of
other journals have reported that UNITA is sustaining heavy
casualties in the fighting.

(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue 7, Vol. 111,3/27/97)
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Reports of Other Angolan Involvement

There have also been reports and allegations that other
Angolans, including Government troops, are present in Zaire
fighting on the side of the rebels. About 1,500 Angolans are
said to be involved, mainly comprised of Katangese
Gendarmerie forces. They were in exile in Angola following
their expulsion from Shaba province in Zaire in the 1960s.

Other sources have been surprised by these allegations, as it
had been believed that the Gendarmerie had been expelled from
Angola around about 1978. UNITA's Radio Vorgan has
claimed that the rebels in Zaire have been bolstered by troops
from the Angolan Armed Forces' First Uige Regiment. The
United Nations has strongly criticized Radio Vorgan for broad
casting incorrect information which undermines the peace
process, ignoring repeated UN requests to halt the practice.

(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue 7, Vol. 1II, 3/27/97)

Serb Mercenaries Linked to Atrocities

Serb mercenaries cut a tail of terror through Kisangani, tor
turing and executing at will before fleeing as rebels captured
Zaire's third largest city. The mercenaries imprisoned and tor
turing dozens of young men accused of siding with the rebels
and executed citizens at random for not possessing correct
papers. The mercenaries were among some 300 hired by
President Mobutu Sese Seko to turn back the tide of rebel
dvance since October and organize the failed army counterof

fensive from Kisangani in January.

(Reuters, Chicago Tribune, 3/19/97)

Life in "Free Congo"

Now that the ADFL has taken control of the east of the country
by force, it is now engaged in putting in place an administration
that will permit it to control the "liberated zones." The first steps
of this new management gives some indications of its orientation.

The ADFL was formed initially by four parties: the Parti de
la Revolution Populaire (PRP) of Laurent Kabila, the Conseil
National de Resistance pour la Democratie (CNRD), the
Mouvement Revolutionnaire pour la Liberation du Zaire
(MRLZ) and the Alliance Democratique des Peuples (ADP).
However, the "executive committee" put in place to administer
the conquered territories does not seem to take into account this
first alliance. Other than Laurent Desire Kabile, political chief
of the ADFL, from Shaba, who distinguished himself during the
rebellions of 1964-1967, so far one only finds little known fig
ures as leaders. Among the "general commissioners" named to
date are Raphael Ghenda, a Muluba from Kasai who has been in
Belgium for more than 20 years, in charge of Information and
Press; Mwana Nanga Mawapanga, a Mukongo from Bas-Zaire,
who quit his post as a professor at the University of Kentucky to
take charge of Economy and Finance for the ADFL; Bizima
Karaha, a Munyamulenge from South Kivu, a medical doctor
trained in Pretoria, and Gaetan Kakudji, a Muluba from Shaba
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Mobuto Sese Seko
By Stomi Kato-Diaz, guest writer, Francis Parker School

National Conference, the form of the state and government, the
educational work done by civil society with citizens, and the col
lective will of the people to exercise all their rights and liberties.
But, in banning political parties in the liberated zones, Kabila
undermines the slow and deep work of learning democratic
mechanisms in organizations and political parties. He raises sus
picions about his mode of governing. Some fear a return to an
abhorrent one-party system or a dictatorship of another type.
~ In hoping to form a government dominated by the ADFL, he

arouses the opposition of other political groups and their con
stituencies, which he will only be able to deal with by force.
But, such a solution would not be compatible with democracy.

The non-armed opposition, which saw in Kabila an ideal part
ner for pursuing democratic goals, risks becoming disoriented.
Once the shock has worn off, it will disassociate itself from
Kabila's political program, which will have to undergo the daily
test of managing a huge country full of contradictions.

(INFO-ZAIRE: Information Bulletin, No 125, 3/27/97.
translated by APIC)

General Mobuto Sese Seko, former president of the Republic
of Zaire, was born October 14, 1930 in Lisala, Belgian
Congo. He was born Joseph-Desire Mobutu, but as part of
his campaign for authenticity, changed his name to Mobutu
Sese Seko Kuku Ngbendu Wa Za Banga (the Ngbendu trans
lation of which is "the warrior who knows no defeat because
of his endurance and inflexible will and is all powerful, leav
ing fire in his wake as he goes from conquest to conquest; the
Baluba translation of which is "invincible warrior, cock who
leaves no chick intact.") He served in the Belgian colonial
army from 1949 to 1956. After the assassination of the
charismatic and progressive leader, Patrice Lumumba, head
of the National Congolese Movement, Mobutu was appoint
ed chief of staff of the Force Publique. He later became the
army commander, from which position he overthrew Joseph
Kasavubu in 1965, proclaiming himself "president for life."
For the next thirty-two years of his rule, Mobutu served as
the stellar ally and friend to Jonas Savimbi, his brother-in
law and leader of the UNITA in Angola, Morocco, France,
apartheid South Africa and the USA, especially the Reagan
and Bush administrations. Duri·ng this period, Mobutu was

.accumulating his personal billion dollar fortune, adhering to
the official state ideology of "mobutism." He served as the
main depository for hundreds of millions of dollars worth of
anns, munitions and covert CIA assistance.

. ...~ .....

who has spent more than 25 years in Belgium, both at Foreign
Affairs; Paul Kabongo, a Muluba from Kasai, in Security;
Samson Muzuri, a Munyamulenge from South Kivu, in
Education; Joseph Rubibi, also a Munyamulenge from South
Kivu, for Middle and Small Business; Deogratias Bughera, a
Tutsi from North Kivu and founder of the ADP, at general head
quarters in North Kivu; Nindanga Masasu, a Tutsi from South
Kivu, at general headquarters in South Kivu, and Mwenze
Kongola, a Muluba from Shaba, recruited from Philadelphia in
the U.S., at Justice.

A large number of functionaries of Kivu have been let go and
those who remain are now required to restrict themselves to the
official rates for permits and stamps, to the great satisfaction of
the population. For the moment, custom receipts are the primary
source of government income. Import and export taxes have been
reduced by 70% to give incentive for merchants to pay promptly.

In addition, former administrators, at least those not compro
mised with the regime, have been invited to stay in their posts on
condition of participating in ideological reorientation sessions
where they study the thought of Patrice Lumumba and Laurent
Kabila. Those who graduate from these courses form base cells
("tchembe-tchembe"), with the primary task of maintaining securi
ty in designated neighborhoods by keeping track of the population.

As one has seen in Kindu and in Kisangani, the crowd that
attends the speeches of the new leaders has been asked to ratify,
by raised hands, the choice of the new administrative leaders
made by the ADFL. The activities of any political parties are
banned as long as the war continues, as well as media other than
the 'People's Radio' from Goma.

These first decisions of the new leaders of eastern Zaire
leave one perplexed; the victories of the ADFL are now saluted
by the people as salvation from the reign of terror and corruption
of the Mobutu regime. Still, to prepare for post-Mobutu Zaire,
Kabila and his "commissioners" seem to ignore groups and indi
viduals have been engaged on the spot and on a daily basis in
preparing for change since 1990, particularly in Kivu. Does this
reflect simple ignorance of the new Zairian realities since the
beginning of the transition or a strategy to put aside future
rivals? The future will tell us.

Kabila Wishes to Govern

After his speech to the people of Kisangani, on March 22, one
can get some idea of how Laurent-Desire Kabila intends to govern
Zaire. One learned that while the war continues, all political par
ties are banned in the liberated zones with the exception of those
constituting the ADFL of Congo-Zaire. After the liberation of the
whole of the territory, Kabila foresees the formation of a transition
al government formed exclusively of members of the ADFL and
"true opponents." As to his own future, Kabila says that he is not a
candidate for president of the republic and that he will resume his
life as a private citizen once Zaire is freed.

Certainly, Kabila and his armed forces have the right to their
vision of a new Zaire. Nevertheless, there are unavoida:ble legal
aJid socio-political realities that every reformer of Zaire must not
ignore: the consensus on the achievements of the Sovereign
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Angola
UN Twists UNITA's Arm

On 21 March, the UN Security Council issued a Presidential
Statement (SIPRSTI 1997/17) which blamed the non-establishment
of the Government on Unity and National Reconciliation (GURN)
on UNlT:\. The Security Council warned that if the GURN was
nol installed without delay, it would consider further sanctions
again~1 UNITA. This strong warning to UNITA followed a report
to the Security Council by the Secretary General, where he warned
lint "the patience of the international community is wearing thin"
Ii ,I:owing UNlTA's obstruction of the formation of the GURN.

(AI/Rola Peace MonilOr, Issue 7, Vol. III, 3/27/97)

llNlTA rakes Up Positions in Parliament and Government
FollulVi ng months of intense pressure by the international

';OIJ.lllldlily, Jonas Savimbi's former rebel movement, UNITA,
sent its \ Iccted Deputies to Angola's parliament, the National
A~semhly, and took up positions in the new Government of
National Unity and Reconciliation. On 9 April, 67 out of
UNITA's 70 elected Deputies were sworn-in at the National
Assembly. The remaining three Deputies did not attend as they
were either ill or unable to get to the capital, Luanda.

The swearing-in ended the electoral process which began in
1992 when UNITA won 34% of the vote in the legislative elec
tions. At the time, UNITA rejected the results of the election,
claiming that the process was fraudulent. This assertion was denied
by the international community, whose observers found the elec
tions to be "generally free and fair". In the Presidential elections,
held simultaneously, Eduardo Jose dos Santos from the MPLA
won with 49% of the vote, with Jonas Savimbi receiving 40.7%.

The rejection of the results led UNITA to return to war.
Following defeats on the battleground, UNITA agreed to accept
a new peace plan, the Lusaka Protocol, drawn-up with the help
of the United States, Russia and Portugal.

(Anp,ola Peace Monitor, Issue 8, Vol. III, 4/25/97)

Unity Government Installed
On I I April at the Palace of Congress in Luanda, over 30

heads of state from around the world, including President
elson Mandela of South Africa, President Robert Mugabe of

Zimbabwe, and President Sampiao of Portugal, came to witness
the installation of the Government of National Unity and
Reconciliation (GURN). Under the terms of the 1994 Lusaka
Protocol, the return of UNITA's Deputies to the country's legis
lature enabled UNITA nominees to join the Government of
National Unity and Reconciliation.

The new government is mainly composed of the same minis
ters. drawn to a great extent from the majority MPLA. Seven
new ministries have been created, giving room for the addition
of the UNITA ministers wilhout requiring the previously antici
pated major reshuftle of the Government. The Prime Minister
remains Fernando Franca van DUllcm.

(An~ola Peace MOl/itor, Issue 8, Vol. III, 4/25/97)
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Jonas Savimbi Absent Despite Special Status
On 8 April, the National Assembly conferred upon Jonas

Savimbi the special status of president of the largest opposition
party. The legislation, which can only be changed or amended
with Savimbi's personal consent, details his privileges and
immunities, including a salary, house, security contingent, and
access to the President for consultations. The Lusaka Protocol
stated that Savimbi should have a special status, but did not lay
out the form that this would take. Over the last year, the UNITA
leader has demanded various formulas. This has been seen by
many as a method of delaying the peace process. In the final
event, agreement proved uncontroversial.

The most noticeable absentee from the installation ceremony
was Jonas Savimbi. He remained in his stronghold of Bailundo,
claiming that it would be unsafe for him to visit the capital. In his
place, he sent UNITA vice-president, Antonio Dembo, who made
a speech on his behalf. The continued absence of Savimbi has
fuelled concerns among many commentators about the UNITA
leader's commitment to this latest phase of the peace process.

One unnamed diplomat, quoted in the London-based Daily
Telegraph on 12 April, stated that, "There is concern every
where that he [Savimbi] is intent on retaining his full military
option if this exercise in national unity should fail."

The April 14 edition of The Christian Science Monitor stated,
"Diplomats and officials close to the peace process say UNITA
still maintains the bulk of its military might, having turned over
to the UN piles of unserviceable weapons. Aid workers who run
the UN-sponsored UNITA demobilization camps say they are
filled mostly with farmers forced by UNITA into meeting UN
demobilization targets and are not real soldiers."

Many leading figures in UNITA have been withheld from
the Government, Parliament and army. Richard Cornwell, of the
Africa Institute in Pretoria, South Africa, commented that,
"Savimbi is going to try and distance himself, to a degree, from
what happens in Luanda in the hope that Luanda will make a fist
[mess] of the socio-economic policies that it comes out with.....

However, Cornwell is hopeful about the peace process, saying,
"I think the Angolans can learn a great deal from the Mozambique
experience... Once you get parliament working properly with par
liamentary committees in place, the enmity and the distrust
between the two political parties tends to reduce to a rhetorical
level.. One can only hope that this will be the case."
(Angola Peare Monitor, Issue 8, Vol. 1I1, 4/25/97)

Demobilization of Excess troops
Very little progress has been made in demobilizing the

100,000 UNITA and Government troops. However, the World
Food Programme reports that the Rapid Demobilization Plan
(RDP), came into operation on 15 April. The UN Secretary
General points out in his report that the start of the RDP "has
been postponed several times, creating additional hardship for
UNITA soldiers and their families and imposing further finan
cial difficulties on the United Nations."



Angola
From 15-17 April, the International Organization for Migration

(10M) helped 98 ex-combatants in Vila Nova, Huambo Province.
This was the start of demobilization in Region I, which has been
targeted by the RDP as the first operational area. The 10M plans
to assist 800 ex-combatants per day. Each beneficiary is to receive
a demobilization and reintegration kit consisting of household
items, clothing, seeds, agricultural tools, construction tools and
other small items. Funds are also given by the Govemment in the
form of a Special Subsidy for Re-insertion (SEAR). The demobi
lized soldiers also receive food and transportation. The majority
of UNITA troops that have been demobilized are child-soldiers In
addition, disabled adult UNITA soldiers have been demobilized.

(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue 8, Vol. III, 4/25/97)

UNITA Troops At Large
Casting a shadow over the integration and demobilization of

UNITA soldiers is the continued existence of military units con
trolled by UNITA. The threat posed by military insecurity has
been recognized by the US State Department, who on 18 April
issued a travel warning against US citizens visiting the country
because of "unsettled conditions, violent crime, and the potential
for political-military instability."

However; UNITA's military capacity is being constrained by
events in Zaire. The rapid advances made by the rebels in Zaire
have virtually ousted the Mobutu regime, for many years the close
ally of UNITA and the main conduit for arms and oil to UNITA
and diamonds from them. Although UNITA is in possession of
plenty of military equipment, the logistics of sustaining a modern
military force does require clear supply lines. However, with a
huge fund gained from illegal diamond mining, it is likely that
UNITA can continue to receive supplies from abroad.

(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue 8, Vol. III, 4/25/97)

Threatened Zaire Regime Rearming UNITA
A report on 20 March in the Washington Post advanced fur

ther evidence that UNITA is regrouping and rearming itself.
The paper detailed the supply lines which are based on as many
as a dozen arms traders operating out of Kinshasa's N'Djili
International airport using about 15 aircraft.

According to the report, airlines said to be involved in smug
gling weapons to UNITA include Service Air, Air Transport
Office, Guila Air, Africair, Scibe Air, African Air and Air
Excellence. Closely associated with the arms trading are members
of Mobutu's family and his aides. The Washington Post states that
the shipment of arms to UNITA has been at the expense of
Mobutu's own troops, who are said to be running short of supplies.

This article is further evidence that the international commu
nity is tolerating the pretense that UNITA is standing down its
army. By 28 November, a total of 29,698 personal weapons and
4,521 crew- erved weapons had been handed over by UNITA to
UNAVEM III. However, the UN admits that between 30 and 40
per cent of weapons handed over were old and unusable.

(Angola Peace Monitor. Issue 7, Vol. III, 3/27/97)

Angola's M<N Valuable Resource (Its Children) Needs Support
More than half the children in the most war-torn regions of

Angola have been shot at, lost their homes, or seen neighbors
and family members slaughtered. Between 8,000 and 10,000
children have been killed or injured by landmines. A majority
of the country's 1.5 million displaced people are under 18. Only
one child in three reaches her fifth birthday.

Another 5,000 children have experienced another side of war
as. child soldiers. Boys as young as ten, and a number of girls,
were forced to serve in the armed forces of the government or the
opposition, UNITA. Demobilizing child soldiers is a complex
and political issue. The government wants all child soldiers to be
demobilized and returned to their homes and families, who are
not always comfortable to have the young combatants return.
UNITA wants its child soldiers to participate in youth vocational
training programs. The government and NGO's are suspicious
that UNITA wants to maintain them as active troops.

Children and adolescents constitute more than half of
Angola's population; 20 percent is under five. They are the sec
ond or third generation to grow up knowing nothing but war.

Schooling is all but non-existent, with only very limited pro
jects being undertaken by UNICEF and a few NGOs. The govern
ment's support is minimal - there is no money for teachers' salaries
and there are no books, desks, or equipment. Almost no psycho
social support or trauma counseling for children is available.

A delegation of the Women's Commission for Refugee
Women and Children was disappointed to find that neither the
government, the UN, nor NGO's have focused on the needs of
Angola's children. Delegation member Dr. Gail Furman, a child
psychologist who works with inner city children and adolescents
in New York City noted, "Children are Angola's most valuable
resource and they are the future leaders and workers. They
require immediate attention for the establishment of a peaceful,
functioning society. The needs of adolescents must also be
made a priority. They desperately need vocational and academic
training, and organized recreational facilities. Angola must not
squander its future by ignoring its most valuable assets."

(Women's Commission News, Number 15, Winter 1997)

Diamond Target
The state diamond company, Endiama, has fixed a production

target of nearly two million carats by the year 2,000. The compa
ny Diamondworks has announced that it hopes to begin produc
ing diamonds in June 1997 from its project in Luo in Lunda
Norte. Africa Focus magazine reported on 4 March that Endiama
has invited UNITA to join the joint venture SDM which plans to
mine the Luzamba region of the Cuango Valley. According to a
report from Reuters, SDM plans to invest up to $120 million.in
the region. Plans include diverting the River Cuango to mine the
river bed. The main stumbling block to the joint venture is that
while SDM is offering to sell UNITA roughly a 10 per cent
stake, the rebel movement wants to be given the shares.

(Angola Peace Monitor, Issue 7, Yol. 11/, 3/27/97)
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Nigeria
obellaureate Among 16 Democracy Leaders

Charged With Treason
Nobel-winning author Wole Soyinka, exiled pro-democracy

leader Chief Anthony Enahoro, and 14 other leaders of Nigeria's
largest democratic organization, the National Democratic Coalition
of Nigeria (NADECO), were charged with treason on March 12 by
the country's military government. The indictments drew immedi
ate condemnation from the international community and human
rights groups, fueling mounting skepticism about the regime's
announced commitment to the restoration of democracy in 1998.

Significantly, the charges came 72 hours before the scheduled
beginning of local elections, a carefully orchestrated centerpiece
of the dictatorship's transition program. Four of the accused,
including Soyinka and Enahoro, are already in exile and were
charged in absentia. The remaining 12 opposition leaders are
being held without bail in a military prison - among an estimated
7,000 pro-democracy activists imprisoned by the regime.

(Nigeria: Africa Fund Update, 4/19/97)

Imprisoned Environmentalists Tortured
Attorneys for 19 imprisoned Nigerian environmentalists filed

an urgent motion for bail in early April, charging the military
government with torture and abuse of their clients. The motion
charges that one prisoner lost several fingers under police torture
and that another had gone blind due to inhuman prison condi
tions and lack of medical care. The 19 were active in a non-vio
lent campaign against the Shell Oil Company's environmental
pollution in Nigeria. The head of that campaign, Ken Saro
Wiwa, and eight others were hanged by the dictatorship in
November 1995 after a trial denounced by Amnesty
International and the United Nations as a travesty.

Two detainees have already died in prison. The surviving 19 are
entering their third year in prison without trial. They face the same
trumped-up murder charges used to convict and execute Saro-Wiwa.

(Nigeria: Africa Fund Update, 4/19197)

Flawed Elections Raise Doubts About Democracy
Transition Timetable

Widespread irregularities and political interference in last
month's local government elections in Nigeria have given new
ammunition to critics who charge that the regime's timetable for
the restoration of democracy is a sham. Voting in 138 of 779
districts - nearly I in 5 - was so badly flawed that the results
were annulled by the National Election Commission. The
allegedly independent Commission was later forced to restore
the results in three of the 138 disputed districts at the insistence
of the local military commander.

The commission also conceded that in many parts of the coun
try, the number of "registered" voters exceeded the total population
suggesting massive voter fraud. In another embarrassing indica
tion of military manipulation, the head of one of the five legal
political parties - all carefully screened for their pro-military sym-
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p;thies - was dismissed and briefly arrested by the government
after suggesting he would challenge dictator Sani Abacha's expect
ed candidacy for the Presidency in 1998. It is widely expected that
all five approved parties will nominate Abacha as their Presidential
candidate, lending a democratic veneer to continued military rule.

In 1993, the Nigerian army annulled free and fair Presidential
elections and jailed the winner, businessman Moshood Abiola.
Two years later, under growing international and domestic pres
sure, the regime announced its own rigidly controlled democracy
timetable, with local and regional elections leading to new
Presidential elections in 1998.

(Nigeria: Africa Fund Update, 4/19/97)

Journalist Arrested as Press Assault Continues
A leading Nigerian journalist, Ladi Olorunyomi, was arrest

ed by Nigerian security police on March 20. The wife of
National Consultation on Africa panelist Dapo Olorunyomi,
remains in prison without charge. In New York, the
Committee To Protect Journalists, a press freedom group head
ed by Walter Cronkite, condemned the arrest as "a blatant
attack on press freedom,journalists and their families." The
Nigerian media has been hit hard by repression since dictator
Sani Abacha seized power in 1993.

(Nigeria: Africa Fund Update, 4/19/97)

Pro-democracy Groups Merge to Fight Abacha
A grand alliance of pro-democracy groups has emerged with

the objective of frustrating the alleged plan by the head of State,
General Sani Abacha, to succeed himself. The alliance, known
as the United Action for Democracy (UAD), is an agglomeration
of 22 existing pro-democracy organizations

The groups, which met in Lagos, said they would use all
democratic avenues at their disposal to halt any attempt by
Abacha to succeed himself. They also agreed to sustain a cam
paign against the on-going transition programme as well as the
Vision 2010 Project. In a communique issued at the end of their
inaugural meeting, the UAD observed that the nation had been
under a deplorable state characterized by military dictatorship,
economic hardship, violence, ethnic acrimony and wars, break
down of social services and infrastructure, and a host of other
problems. UAD noted that, in order to avert an outbreak of
armed conflict in the country, there was an urgent need for a
concerted and sustained mobilization of the people. The new
umbrella body said it is committed to bringing an end to military



Nigeria
rule. It wants the establishment of a people-oriented democracy,
political education of the people to empower them to defend
their fundamental rights and basic freedoms, and the uncondi
tional release of all political prisoners in the country.

(Post Express, 5/20/97)

WCC Report DocumentsOpp~on ofNigeria's Ogoni People
The struggle of the Ogoni people of Nigeria has been exhaus

tively documented in a special report published by the World
Council of Churches (WCC) entitled Ogoni: The Struggle
Continues. The report was written by Dr. Deborah Robinson of the
WCe's Program to Combat Racism who visited Ogoniland in 1996.

The WCC report confirms claims made by the Movement for
the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) of the environmental
devastation which oil production has inflicted on the people of the
Niger Delta. It includes evidence of oil spills, the dumping of oil
into waterways, continual flaring of waste gas, and the hazardous
above-ground oil pipes that crisscross the region.

The report also describes in detail the Nigerian military's
efforts to suppress Ogoni protests. "A quiet state of siege prevails
even today in Ogoniland. Intimidation, rape, arrests, torture,
shooting, and looting by the soldiers continue to occur," Robinson
writes. Her conclusions are supported by interviews which pro
vide first-hand accounts of beatings, torture, and intimidation.

Churches have also been targeted by the Nigerian authori
ties. Robinson heard many accounts of the harassment and arrest
of church leaders; one minister said sometimes pastors are told
what to preach and pray about.

In a preface to the repol1, the Rev. Dr. Sam Kobia, Director of
the WCe's Unit ill (Peace, Justice and Creation), notes that the
report is a moral challenge to the international community to do
something about the situation: "The time to show solidarity is now."

(World Council o.f Churches, 4/8/97)

Crimes of Shell
The Shell oil corporation has blood on its hands, and a world

wide boycott of Shell products is under way. Two recent reports
on the SheIl subsidiary in Nigeria have documented massive
environmental destruction in the Niger River delta region, where
Shell has spilled some 56 million gallons of oil onto farmlands
and into community water supplies. The destroyed land and
water formerly provided sustenance for an indigenous people, the
Ogoni. A recent video confirms these reports of Shell's environ
mental abuse and mismanagement in Ogoniland.

But Shell's crimes are deeper still. When Ogoni activists orga
nized to demand that Shell clean up spilled oil, and share oil profits
more equitably with the Ogoni people, the Nigerian military dicta
torship - with financial assistance, logistical support, and guns pro
vided by Shell - conducted a campaign of terror in which at least
1800 Ogoni people were murdered, some of them tortured to death.

Shell controls at least 60% of all the oil reserves in Nigeria and
oil accounts for 80% of Nigeria's total revenues and 90% of its for
eign exchange earnings. As a result, Shell is an extremely powerful

political force in Nigeria. The Worki Council of Churches has
described a revolving door with Shell executives becoming Nigerian
political officials, and Nigerian political officials becoming Shell
employees. However, Shell maintains that it has no political influ
ence and cannot affect the fate of political prisoners in Nigeria.

Shell admits to 3000 polluted sites affected by oil operations
on Ogoni soil. According to the World Council of Churches,
Shell also admits to flaring 1.1 billion cubic feet of natural gas
each day for 35 years, causing acid rain in the Niger delta during
about 10% of the days each year. Furthermore, the flares pro
duce a rain of fine particles, a cancer-causing soot that perme
ates everything --land water, homes, lungs.

(Rachel's Environment and Health Weekly, No. 546, 5/15/97)

Shell Oil Under Renewed Attack at London Annual
General Meeting

London - The Royal Dutch/Shell Group, the world's largest
international oil company, came under attack today from envi
ronmental and human rights activists for its activities in Peru
and Nigeria, at the same time as the company prepares to fend
off a shareholder resolution critical of its policies at its annual
meeting tomorrow. In the United States, there will be demon
strations in at least eight cities demanding that Shell improve its
human rights performance.

Coinciding with Shell's annual general meeting and the release
of the company's first worldwide environmental report, Rainforest
Action Network and Project Underground, released their own
independent annual report that reveals Shell's destructive environ
mental practices in Peru and Nigeria. The report, with a blood
spattered Shell logo on the cover, criticizes the company's
approach to gas development in Peru, and accuses Shell of mak
ing only cosmetic changes to its operations in Nigeria.

(Press Release, Rainforest Action Network, Project
Underground, and Oi/watch, May 13, 1997)

Cities Pass Sanctions Against Nigeria
The cities of Amherst and Cambridge have passed sanctions

that restrict city business with companies that do business in
Nigeria. The two Massachusetts cities have joined a growing
number of cities across the US that have adopted ordinances and
resolutions in support of democracy in Nigeria including New
Orleans, New York, Oakland, and St. Louis.

The Africa Fund has launched a campaign to help the
Nigerian people win human rights and freedom. Africa Fund
Executive Director Jennifer Davis noted, "The United States
can have significant impact on the Nigerian government
because the US annually purchases nearly half of the oil exports
on which the regime depends for economic survival...City sanc
tions against apartheid helped bring freedom to South Africa.
Now city sanctions can support the Nigerian people in their
struggle for democracy."

(Press Release, The Africa Fund, 5/22/97)
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Women in Southern Africa

Meeting Calls for Implementation of Gender Plan of Action
In one of the most important follow-ups to post Beijing

activities in southern Africa, more than 100 delegates converged
in Mbabane, Swaziland to discuss the mainstreaming of gender
issues. The five-day workshop challenged policy makers in the
region, including the Southern African Development
Community (SADC), to take concrete steps to ensure that gen
der is mainstreamed into their policies and programmes. The
workshop, the third in a series of regional follow-up meetings to
the Fourth UN Conference on Women in Beijing, reaffirmed the
need to maintain the momentum gained in lobbying for gender
mainstreaming in national and regional policies.

The meeting brainstormed mechanisms to implement the
region's four priority areas, identified from the 12 Beijing
Critical Areas of Concern. The regional priority areas are:
insufficient mechanisms at all levels to promote advancement of
women; inequality between men and women in the sharing of
power and decision-making at all levels; inequality in economic
structures and policies in all forms of productive activities and in
access to resources; and lack of respect for an adequate promo
tion and protection of the human rights of women.

(Press Release, Southern Aji"ican Research & Documentation
Centre (SARDC) 4/25/97)

South African Women Organize to Build Houses
"I never thought that I would own a house liKe this,"

Gladys Mpitso told us from the living room of her new home.
She recalled a day six months earlier when a handful of
women had helped her drag her belongings into the cement
building. It has three bedrooms, a separate kitchen and a bath
room - a far cry from Gladys' last home, a dilapidated, single
room shack made from discarded lumber and corrugated tin.
That dwelling was cramped, but still housed three generations
of her family. Shack-dwellers in Kgotsong are not unlike mil
lions of other South Africans who live in impoverished squat
ter camps, lacking electricity, running water and proper sewer
age. Their "homes" offer little protection from the elements.

Gladys owes her new home to an organization that she put
together with her neighbors, the Kgotsong Housing
Development Association. The members - about 100 - have
already built 28 houses with their own hands. Most members
are women because many of the community's men are away
looking for jobs in distant gold mines or in Johannesburg.

It took on Iy fi ve days for Gladys and four other women to
build a three-room house from scratch. They need only some
technical advice from a qualified architect, usually a man who
donates his time. On average, the houses they build cost each
family about 11,000 rand, a fraction of the 45,000 rand it
would have cost if built by commercial contractors.

(Djibril Diallo. Afi-ica RecovelY, Vol. 10, No.3, 12/96)
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Maternal Mortality: Shrouded in a Conspiracy of Silence
More than 600 women die in pregnancy or childbirth in sub

Saharan Africa every day - or 219,000 a year - compared to
eight a day, or 3,000 in Europe. This startling fact, plus the find
ing that 20 per cent more women worldwide than previously
thought, or 585,000, die each year of maternal causes, are among
the key issues addressed in UNICEF's Progress of Nations 1996
report. In its fourth year of publication, the report measures coun
tries' progress on the goals agreed to at the 1990 World Summit
for Children. While the 1996 edition examines trends in mater
nal mortality and morbidity, concentrating on women as women
rather than as protectors of children, it also points out that the
implications of these trends for children are significant.

Shrouded in "a conspiracy of silence," women's lack of
access to modern obstetric care has meant that over 140,000
pregnant women worldwide die of hemorrhaging, about 75,000
die from self-inflicted abortions, another 75,000 die in the con
vulsions of eclampsia, I 00,000 die of sepsis infections from an
unhealed uterus or retained placenta, and another 40,000 die
from obstructed labor. For every woman who dies, an additional
30 incur hidden injuries, infections, and disabilities which often
go untreated and cause lifelong, debilitating pain.

The Progress of Nations notes that little attention has tradi
tionally been given to maternal mortality and morbidity because
they are seen as a "women's problems" and women are condi
tioned "not to complain, but to cope." The powerlessness of
poor women in many societies causes them to suffer in silence
rather than defy cultural norms and traditions, some of which
contribute to pregnancy's costly toll.

UNICEF calls maternal deaths both "a tragedy for individual
families" and "an indicator of the wider tragedy of neglect" of
women's lives and needs, Beyond simply improving health in
developing countries via prevention and awareness campaigns, pri
ority must be placed on providing every pregnant woman with
access to modern obstetric care in a health unit or hospital.

While it is important to put resources into high-quality family
planning and prenatal care, proper training of birth attendants, and
the identification of high-risk pregnancies, these measures alone
will have little impact on the overall death toll if modern care is not
available on time to the 15 per cent of preg-
nancies that require it. UNICEF stresses that
such care is affordable even in the largest
and poorest nations, which usually have
health units and district hospitals that,
with minimum upgrading, can provide
needed obstetric care. Reducing maternal
deaths and injuries, the report says, is
"therefore not a matter of possibilities but
of priorities." At the end of the 20th cen
tury, the world is guilty of "a colossal
failure of imagination" if it fails to
address this key health issue.

(Margaret A. Novicki, Africa
Recovery, Vol. 10, No.3, 12/96)



Mozambique

Hamba Kahle.
Go well. We miss you.

President Rallies Against Election Boycott
President Joaquim Chissano said that he cannot see any rea

son for any party to boycott the municipal elections, scheduled
for November. The Assembly of the Republic, the Mozambican
parliament, deliberated that the elections will be held in only 23
cities and 10 towns countrywide.

This decision did not please Renamo, the largest opposition
party, that wanted more towns to be included,in the process, and
now is threateni ng to boycott the elections.

Chissano expressed hope that Renamo's threat "is Oflly a sim
ple tactic to attain certain goals they still want in the Assembly of
the Republic." He said the municipal elections "will be a good
experience and we will start working in new ways."

(Mozambique News Agency AIM Reports, No. 108,4/22/97)

Chissano Calls for Management and Protection of Water
President Joaquim Chissano has warned that Mozambique is

vulnerable to water shortages, and has called for policies to
manage this strategic resource. Chissano said that "water,
though it may seem an inexhaustible resource, is in fact, an
exhaustible one." He argued that water management must be
seen as a strategic resource, occupying its own place in the
national and regional economy.

Mozambique shares its rivers with 10 of the 12 members of
the Southern Africa Development Community, thus depending
on those neighbors for cooperation in conservation measures.
The increase in agriculture and subsequent increase in the use of
water have made the dry seasons more critical, causing environ
mental and socio-economic damage.

(Mozambique News Agency AIM Reports, No. 108,4/22/97)

Calls to Avoid Land Privatization
Frelimo militants from the southern province of Gaza

have expressed their concern over the growing attempts to
privatize land. The concerns were aired during discussions of
the Frelimo thesis for its seventh Congress,

Frelimo's First Secretary in Gaza, Elisiu Machava, expressed
optimism about Frelimo's Congress, scheduled to take place in
May. "Militants and the population in general consider it a dan
gerous attempt and an attack against the Mozambicans sover
eignty to open the possibility of the land being privatized," said
Machava. He cited bitter examples of this experience in neigh
boring countries. Machava wants the government to state its
position clearly and firmly, in such a way that it does not allow
room for negotiation.

Machava revealed that during discussions of the Frelimo the
sis for the Congress, the Mosagrius Project is being looked at in
the context of the country's need for experienced partners in food
production. He noted, however, that the Mozambican govern
ment must avoid taking land away from the Mozambicans. Land
is the only commodity that Mozambicans can be proud of."

(Mozambique News Agency AIM Reports, No. 108,4/22/97)

The Rozell R. Nesbitt Educational Fund
in Honor of Rozell R. Nesbitt, 1915-1997

As some of you may
know, Prexy Nesbitt's
father, Rozell R. Nesbitt,
passed away on March 3,
1997. He was 83 years old.
Before retiring in 1977, Ro
had been a Chicago school
teacher for many years,
teaching at the Industrial
Skill Center where he co
founded a program to keep
troubled youth in school. In
1938, Ro was one of three
African-Americans to get an

engineering degree from the University of Illinois. He cre
ated headlines in the early 1940s after passing an exam to
be a civilian electrical engineering instructor for the US
Army Air Forces, but being denied employment because he
was black. This prompted Eleanor Roosevelt to write to
the Army in protest. Ro was later hired and served as an
instructor at several air bases.

We met Ro several years ago and were immediately invit
ed into his family with generosity and love. We will long
remember the sense of family and global history that were
part of his exceptional story-telling, his witty humor, and that
he was always on the move - going for a drive to visit friends
or to care for his elderly brother. He also deserves a lot of
credit, along with his late wife Sadie, for raising two remark
able children with international perspectives.

This international spirit combined with his lifetime
commitment to education has inspired the Rozell R. Nesbitt
Educational Fund to be established in his honor. The fund
will give a college scholarship each year to one student at
the Crain High School in Chicago and to one student at the
Eduardo Mondlane University in Maputo. Ro felt a strong
connection to the University having met Eduardo
Mondlane in the 1950s and visited Mozambique in 1981.

We encourage you to contribute to this fund, both
because it will help young students in the United States and
Mozambique receive an education, and because it will
honor Rozell R. Nesbitt's love for his home town of Chicago
as well as for southern Africa. Ro's is a great example of
building bridges between people in different countries.

To make a contribution, please send a check to The
Rozell R. Nesbitt Educational Fund at PO Box 2284,
Chicago, IL 60690.

Heeten Kalan and Jenny Dahlstein
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South Africa
,

Book Review
Every Secret Thina:: My Family, My Country by Gillian Slovo
(Little, Brown and Company, June, 1997)

reviewed by Sessy Nyman, Chicago

I would suspect that those drawn to read Gillian Slovo's new
book do so, at least in part, for their interest in her parents and
the events that led to the long-awaited liberation of South
Africa. In her new book, Every Secret Thing My Family, My
Country, Ms. Siovo concentrates on the injustices and hardships
endured not by those who fought for a free South Africa, but
instead by herself as the daughter of two revolutionaries.
Gillian, born in 1952 in South Africa to Ruth First and Joe Siovo
fills the 282 pages of her book with her angers and resentments
while divulging her parents' secrets and faults. This is all seem
ingly done to rid herself of what she seems to think of as the
injustices that were served to her as a child "pushed aside" for
the revolution.

The first half of the book begins with the death of her mother,
Ruth First, who was killed by a letter bomb while living and work
ing in the newly independent Mozambique in 1982. Ruth's assas
sination was orchestrated by the South African Security Branch
because, as it was explained to Gillian Siovo later, " ...Ruth was a
'key player' ...one of the top ideological thinkers in the South
African Communist Party and they were worried about her
involvement in Mozambique." But more so in the first half of the
book, Ms. Siovo concentrates on the apparent anger and resent
ment that she seems to feel towards her parents; particularly
towards her mother Ruth. While the progress of the ANC in South
Africa and the historical events which are recounted in the book
are fascinating and compelling, it is the tone that the author uses
that stands out and overshadows the historical facts of the book.

During a meeting with a friend and compatriot of her parents
after Ruth's death, Gillian Siovo is told that she, along with her sis
ters, needed a "good slap." The same reaction occurred to me as I
read the story of a spoiled white girl who is forced to sacrifice her
childhood, learns to live a life of whispers and secrecy, and was
"brushed aside" for the greater good of South Africa. Gillian Siovo,
in the first half of the book, gives no indication that she is at all
proud of the work her parents did, nor does she seem to empathize
with the sacrifices which they, along with countless others working
in the movement, had to make. Most importantly, the author gives
no indication that she even understands or wants to know the suffer
ing that was taking place in her own South Africa. It is not until
almost page 100 that the author gives any positive feelings towards
her mother when she says, "my mother was a brace woman."

The motivation for the book is clear: coming to terms with
the author's past. And yet, I found myself continually feeling
distaste for the author's approach at exorcising the ghosts of her
past. The question arises as to why it is so important that the
daughter of these now deceased South African heroes divulge
their infidelities and their weaknesses? Is her anger and resent
ment fuelled by jealousy of her mother's martyrdom and her late
father's fame as head of the South African Communist Party and
Housing Minister in New South Africa? As the book moves on,
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the author changes her tone of resentment towards her parents
somewhat and yet her search for their faults becomes her obses
sion. Even while she worked hard to rebuild a relationship with
Joe Slovo, her now famous and idolized father, she continued to
delve into the improprieties which colored his past.

The final pages of the book focus on the time before Joe
Slovo's death from cancer, which he fought for 4-5 years. While it
is exciting to read about Joe Slovo and his compatriots finally tak
ing center stage in the forming of a new government, the ongoing
quest of the author for "the truth about her parents" drags on and
seems so trivial in light of all that was going on around her. While
Joe is at the heart of the negotiations with DeKlerk and Mandela,
as he fights his cancer and finds renewed strength with his second
wife, Gillian seems to drag him and the reader back to the trivial
mistakes and improprieties that everyone, revolutionary or not, has
made and would rather wish to forget.

Gillian Siovo, as she writes this, her eighth book, is an adult
and a mother herself. Yet, it is a child's anger and resentment with
which she is trying to reconcile. It is unfortunate that Slovo, with
her proven skill at both writing and research, puts her anger at the
forefront of what could potentially be an excellent novel. A child's
eye for detail and a memory for the obscure could have turned her
"unconventional" childhood tale into a compelling biography.
Instead, it is a bitter account of the shortcomings of Joe and Ruth
as parents, and their daughter's search to find forgiveness. In the
end, however, her parents, in their valiant struggle for their beloved
South Africa, remain the heroes they have always been.

SACBL Urges Hillary and Chelsea Clinton to Lobby US
to Ban Landmines

The South African Campaign to Ban Landrnines (SACBL) today
sent faxes to Hillary Rodham Clinton and to Chelsea Clinton urging
them to lobby the US government to ban anti-personnellandmines.

In December 1997, a treaty will be signed in Ottawa which
will ban the production, use, stockpiling and export of anti-per
sonnel landmines. It is the clearest commitment of the interna
tional community to a total ban. Yet the US government does
not want to sign the treaty. Nor has·it renounced the use, stock
piling and production of anti-personnel landmines.

The US government has indicated that it wants to pursue a ban
in the Conference on Disarmament (CD). The SACBL views this
as a retrogressive position. Negotiations in the CD will be time
consuming and will have to accommodate even the views of those
who do not want ban landrnines. It will not move the international
community fast enough to a comprehensive ban. The US
Campaign to Ban Landrnines has urged their government to not be
left behind as the world moves to outlaw these insidious weapons.

SACBL spokesperson Sue Wixley commented, "The failure
of the US to support the Ottawa process calls into question their
commitment to a total ban. We want the US to be at Ottawa and
to show that it truly cares about the 70 people who step on land
mines every day. That is why we want Hillary and Chelsea to
lobby their government."

(Press Release, So. African Campaign to Ban Landmines, 3/18197)



South Africa '
Dumisani Kumalo Takes Key Post in South African
11'oreign Ministry

Dumisani Kumalo, The Africa Fund's long time Projects
Director, has become the Chief of the US section of the South
African Foreign Ministry. When Kumalo tled his native south
Africa in 1977, many of this friends were in prison or, like
Steven Biko, had been murdered by the apartheid regime.
Coming to America, he looked for a place to continue his strug
gle against apartheid and found it at The Africa Fund.

For years, Kumalo, along with others, criss-crossed the country
building a powerful movement for sanctions and divestment. With
South Africa's freedom tinally won. he moved into the Africa Fund's
new program for involving state and city officials with U.S. Africa
policy. Now Dumisani Kumalo will use what he learned about the
U.S. in his years at the Africa Fund on behalf of South Africa.

(The Africa Fund Report. 1996)

Mandela and DeKlerk warn of SA Fault Lines

President Nelson Mandela and his predecessor, FW de Klerk,
who shared a Nobel prize for bringing democracy to South Africa,
have warned that their country's post-apartheid unity was cracking.

"We are burdened with the legacy of decades, indeed cen
turies, of deliberate division, contlict and hostility. It would be a
mighty error to imagine that three years could eradicate all trace
of what kept us apart for so long. Today, in some ways, the old
fault lines in our society are showing more sh"arply," Mr.
Mandela told parliament.

Mr. de Klerk appeared to agree. "Reconciliation, co-operation and
nation-building have become central themes of (Nelson Mandela's)
presidency. Unfortunately...objective analysis shows that we are slip
ping downwards. that we are beginning to lose ouL" he said.

(The Independent. 4/16/97)

Racism Still on Reading List for SA Children

Three years after Nelson MandeJa became president, many
South African children are still being taught history from outdated,
often racist, textbooks which most educators agree should be in the
bin rather than in school satchels. The bulk of South Africa's his
tory textbooks are full of the eurocentric emphases and historical
distortions once considered necessary to sustain and legitimize
apartheid. While preparations are well underway for the introduc
tion of a new school programme, the anticipated change to new
teaching methods and materials will take many years.

(The Independent, 3/26/97)

Hunter-Gault Moves to South Africa

After neatly 20 years with the Public Broadcasting System's night
ly TV news program, "The News Hour With Jim Lehrer," national
correspondent Charlayne Hunter-Gault will leave in June. She is
moving to South Africa where she expects to join a major American
news organization. "Africa conceivable could be one of the most
exciting places in the world in this coming decade," she noted.

In South Africa, Hunter-Gault will join her husband, Ron
Gault, who transferred to Johannesburg last year to become
managing director of J.P. Morgan S.A.

(Jet, May 12. 1997))
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u.s. Policy Toward Southern Africa

Editor's Note: Thank you, Imani, for ajob well done.

We will miss you but wish you well in your new position.

Good Luck!

"Americans have experience with veterans, with serious crime,
etc. (These are) experiences we can learn from."

Assessing U.S. policy towards Africa, Congresswoman
Maxine Waters told the legislators that it was time for the
United States, and particularly African American leaders, to
break with African dictators such as Nigerian military ruler Sani
Abacha and Zairian President Mobutu Sese Seko. Nigerian gov
ernment lobbyists, Waters noted, spend "tremendous amounts of
m_oney" buying support in the African American community.

"I am constantly contacted by African American ministers,
heads of organizations and business people on Abacha's behalf.
We are allowing them to advance the"wrong leaders, leaders that
are not about democracy, leaders that are starving people, lead
ers that are killing people. Abacha's apologists argue that the
regime is doing for Nigeria what no one· 'else can do. And I
almost always answer 'Yeah, in the name ofdictaS<:>rship.'''

(Africa Fund, 4/25/97) .

Co'ngressrv~iniIi1M~~··~4.!fli.·····..··

Imani Countess Leaves WOAJAPIC
After seven years with the Washington Office on Africa and

the Africa Policy Information Center, with five of those years as
Executive Director, Imahi Countess is leaving to take a position
as a Congressional Liaison officer with the African Development

Connct:tit:ut Representative Reginald Beamon noted, "Now, Foundation. The new positi.on allows Ms. Cou ntess the opportu-
with investment portt()lios and pension funds, state governments are nity to work for US policies that are aimed at supporting grass-
involved in trade policy. It is up to African American Iegjsl'!to,"",-,·w.-__..Ir~oo_t_s Afr"c initiatives and enhancing African self-reliance.

p<\I1icular to promote aid. trade and cultural exchanges with Africa." (WOAIAPIC, 4/4/97)
Gugile Nkwinti, the Speaker of South Africa's Eastern Cape

Provincial legislature, applauded the growing state involvement
in both ewnol1l ic development and democratization. "Local
authorities in South Africa and the U.S .must hook up," he said.

State Legislators Discuss Africa Policy
State legislators from across the United States gathered in

Washington D.C. on April 18-19 to explore ways to strengthen
U.S. aid, trade and investment ties and support for human rights
and d~mocracy in Africa. The National Consultation on U.S.
Policy Toward Africa, was sponsored by The Africa Fund with
the support of the Carnegie Corporation.

Creating Amerit:an jobs and expanding trade and economic
t:l)operation with Africa was a major theme of the conference.
Massachusetts State Senator Mark Montigny described his
state's relationship with South Africa's Eastern Cape province
t:autioning that free trade must also be fair. "Friends of com
merce cannot be our rartners if they are the enemies of justice.
There can be no independence without political liberation, and
no political liberation without social and economic liberation."
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