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MEMORANDUM ABOUT OBSERVERS GOING TO THE APRIL ELECTION IN RHODESIA 

April 17, 1979 

A variety of right-wing and anti-communist groups are sending observers 
to the April election, in conjunction with the conservative move in Congress 
to lift sanctions. So far we have the following information about these groups: 

I.Freedom House: The delegation consists of eight or nine people --

Mr. Susman, Executive Director of Freedom House 
Mr. Gastel, Assistant Director of Freedom House 
Roskow Drl~ond, sometimes correspondent for Los Angeles Times and Christian 

Science Monitor who sees himself as an elder statesman; has long-time 
ties to Freedom House'. 

Bayard Rus tin, anti-communist conse rvative "civil rights leader" 
Howard Pennirnan, Georgetown University and American Enterprise Institute; 

runs election monitoring project at AEI which gave favorable report on 
elections during the war in Vietnam, and has also published books on 
"I~land at the Polls", Israel and other countries. 

Mr. Smolka, political science professor at American University, supposedly 
an expert in election administration; not listed in political science 
directory 

Morris Woodard, on leave from Howard University political science department; 
is a major force behind denying tenure to two Marxist pro~essors in the 
department; calls himself a nationalist in politics. 

Leon Weaver, professor of criminal justice at Michigan State University; 
conservative; is also involved in preparing a study on internal security 
in South Africa. 

Allard Lowenstein, formerly liberal academic with special interest in 
Namibia; served recently on Ambassador Young's staff as U.S. representa
tive to Human Rights Commission at U.N.; has recently traveled to South 
Africa as international visitor on U.S. government's International 
Communications Agency grant; came back having seen Kaunda and internal 
settlement leaders proposing a new plfui for Rhodesia a la south Africa's 
Namibia pattern which he has been trying to sell in the Senate and the 
White House. 

(All of the above names except Lowenstein' came to us second-hand from one 
of the participants. 'r am not sure of all of the spelling of the names. 
Lowenstein was mentioned in the Washington Post of April 17th (article by 
David Ottoway) and has been confirmed. 

Freedom House was formed in 1941 as a group concerned about human rights worldwide. 
It describes itself as having been one of the first to recognize the "dangers to 
American democracy" by Joe McCarthy" but "also recognized the need to resist 
communism without using tactics that undermirr- personal freedom." 
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Freedom House does an annual rating of countries' adherance to human rights, 
which is disliked by other human rights groups for; being overly simplisti-c 
and always biased against communist and socialist countries. The state 
Department's Human Rights Office excluded Freedom House information in its 
1978 human rights reports, but used them again in 1979. 

Former Senator Clifford Case is the new President (I think this is the 
correct title) of Freedom House, as of about a month ago. Senators Javits 
and Moynihan are reportedly also on the Board, and can be expected to think 
highly of their comments on the elections. We will check for other Con
gressional connections to Freedom House. 

II.Institute of American Relations: We learned on April 13th that this group 
was putting together a delegation of observers in conjunction with Senator 
Jesse Helms. The Institute would pay for it. We were told they were 
approaching some people from the Forrne.r , .Members of Congress, including its 
President, Charles Brownson (sp?) (of Indiana?). We have not seen any 
confirmation of this delegation. 

The Institute, located at 325 Constitution Ave., N.E. in D.C. (543-5121) 
is a "new right" organization. The Executive Director is James C Roberts, 
a former Executive Directof of the American Conservative union for 3 - 4 
years (he left about a year ago). Retired General Daniel Graham (former 
head of Defense Intelligence Agency at the Pentagon) and William Schneider 
(former assistant to James Buckley) are on the Policy Board of their 
publication, "American Relations". This pUblication has done many recent 
stories on the Helms sanctions initiatives in Congress. Retired Admiral 
Thomas Moorer, who has many connections ot South Africa, is the Policy 
Board chairman, and wrote a fundraising appeal for the Institute in 
January 1979 listing a goal of $147,200. {This infromation comes from 
Group Research in D.C.~ 

III.American Conservative Union:A small article in the Washington Post of April 
14th lists the ACU delegation .as follows .: 

Howard Pollack, a onetime Republican congressman from Alaska and former 
deputy director of the National Oceaniq and Atmospheric Administration 

Byron Engle, a former u.S. aid agency official and specialist in 
international police training and administration 

Smith Hempstone, newspaper columnist, who published an article in the 
Post's Outlook section April 15th contrasting u.S. support for the 
Israel-Egypt settlement with opposition to Rhodesia's internal settle
ment. /The column did not indicate that he was being paid for by ACU./ 

M. Stanton Evans, newspaper columnist. -
Fran Griffin, a spokesperson for ACU said the project would cost about $13,000. 

IV.American Security Council: The ASC sent a delegation to Rhodesia a few weeks 
before the election as well. It included Phil Clark, its Director (?), 
who appeared on local D.C. TV's Panorama on April 16th. He was overheard 
at this event to say that ASC is preparing for a press conference on the 
election on April 26th, presumably in D.C., to include someone from the 
Fletcher School of Diplomacy and someone from the Univ. of Pennsylvania. 

V.Georgetown Center for Strategic Studies: mentioned in Ottoway Post article, April 17 

VI. Heritage Foundation: " " " " " 
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