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January 17, 1979

Dear Friends,

A new year and a new Congress will probably find Senate and House
conservatives up to their old tricks of trying to lift sanctions agai~st

Rhodesia. strengthened by the results of the November elections and
prodded by a determined Rhodesia lobby (see Washington Post enclosure) ,
it,is likely that an effort to end the Rhooesian embargo will be one of the
first items on the right-wing agenda for 1979.

The new members of Congress will play a key role in this continuing
tug of war over U.S. policy in Rhodesia. As a newcomer, your Senator or
Representative will be the target for Rhodesian and right-wing propaganda.
They will be bombarded by a simplistic version of the war couched in cold
war rhetoric, which paints the Patriotic Front as Communist, terrorist and
a pawp of the Soviet Union, while the internal settlement will be lauded
as multi-racial, democratic and pro-West. Therefore, it is vital that you
reach them with another set of facts and perceptions. We must let them know
that Americans are not willing to help impose an unpopular government on
the people of Zimbabwe. The new members' votes may well prove decisive.

Many of you have worked with us for a long time on the campaign to
uphold sanctions against Rhodesia: through the efforts to repeal the Byrd
Amendment in 1972, 1975 and finally the successful vote in 1977. It may
feel as though this is an old issue that is no longer very important.
But it seems to us that the sanctions issue is in same ways more important,
now than ever before. This is the issue that the right wing has singled
out as their "handle" on the whole struggle for liberation on southern
Africa, so we need to fight them on this ground. This is a debate that the
nationai media will cover to gauge, rightly or wrongly, the tenor of
Amer~canfeeling about the future of U.S. policy in southern Africa.

Following are some of the reasons why we urge you to oppose the lifting
of Rhodesian sanctions:

(1) Lifting sanctions could lead to U.s. military assistance and
ultimately to the deployment of U.S. military forces to "save" Rhodesia
from the Patriotic Front.

The Rhodesia Information Office made their shopping plans clear in
lobbying materials distributed on the Hill last year:

"To the extent that the conflict continues it will still be
between the forces of law-and-order and the forces of subver
sion. If these latter are heavily reinforced by'the Soviets
with the objective of overthrowing a broad-based government in
Salisbury and putting the Soviets' clients into power, we would
consider that the west had a responsibility to help us 'resist
that aggression •.• We would not be as~ng for the Marines. We
would be asking for the normalization of relations in trade and
commerce, and for access to weaponry with which to defend our
selves, which is something we have been denied these many years."
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Selling weapons could lead to supplying technicians to service them, and
ultimately to sending troops to safeguard U.S. interests created by the
sQPply of arms, credits and technical assistance.

(2) U.S. violation of sanctions would mean taking sides against genuine
majprity rule and would represent open support for white minority regimes.

Each new step in implementing the internal settlement makes it in
creasingly clear that it is a plan for continued white political and economic
domination and for entrenched \'Yhite privileges (see "U.S. Policy in Zimbabwe"
enclosure). Even its own members are abandoning it in growing numbers. One
of the most recent defectors, Dr. Abrn Palley, a constitutional lawyer and
legal adviser to Bishop Muzorewa, resigned reportedly because of disillu
sionment with the new Constitution and voting procedures. He pointed out
that an elected government would not have complete control of the civil
service, the police and the security forces, but real power. would be con
centrated in commissions beyond their reach. "To pretend that such policies
can lead to a peaceful solution in Rhodesia is ludicrous," he stated.

(3) Re-opening trade with Rhodesia would prolong the war and mean even
greater suffering for the rural population, a hardening of racial attitudes,
and a.further disruption of the economy, all of which would place a tremen
dous burden on a future independent government.

In a televised BBC interview on December 17, Smith admitted that his
troops were not winning, but vowed never to surrender:

"We can go on for years, and if we have to we will fight to the end.
It will be bitter and a tragedy, because whoever in the end takes up
the reins in this country - there ''1on I t be much left."

This could not happen if the present sanctions were properly enforced and
Smith deprived of oil and arms. Now is the time to strengthGn sanctions rather
than to lift them.

(4) Lifting Rhodesian sanctions ",ould reassure South Africa that it
has nothing to fear from the United States, and concurrently it would
alienate the independent African nations.

Pretoria would have a clear demonstration that the U.S. has no intention
of allowing sanctions of any kind or any nature against whi~e minority rule.

We urge you to help block the move to lift sanr.:~ions. Hrite to your
Senator or Representative and let them know your vi~ws on the issue. A sample
letter is enclosed. If possible follow this up with a personal visit to your
local Congressional office; talk to the staff ther.e to find out where your
member of Congress illld report back to us ~o we'll have a clearer idea which
way the votes will fall.

We need to begin now before the right seizes the initiative. Let Congress
know that the American people will not cane ~o the rescue of a settlement that
does not have the support of the people of Zimbabwe and that we will not .toler
ate an alliance with racist rule.
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for tle W~shington Office on Africa
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