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REPORT FROM BISHOP JAMES KAULUMA

In my recent letter I shared with you the news of my
forthcoming consecration and the visit I was to make to our
diocese. The aim of this report therefore is to share with you
the news and results of the visit. While the space cannot permit
details of the consecration itself, I would like to say in short
that it started with a retreat held at Hemel Hempstead at the
community of the Sisters of the Love of God, an Anglican
order devoted to prayer for the church and the world. On
Sunday, January 15, friends joined us at the church of St.
Edmund the King to share in the baptism of our daughter,
Nangula Tuapeua; the priest who officiated there was Arch
deacon Philip Shilongo of St. Mary's Mission, Odibo, who is
now studying with his wife Penejambeko in Birmingham, U.K.
It was a moving service, with Anglican, Lutheran, Namibian
and West Indian hymns sung, led by Bishop Winter and
assisted by Lydia Morrow, our Vicar General's daughter. After
a warm reception in the parish hall we went to Westminster
Abbey where the consecration took place, followed by a
reception given by the Dean and staff members of the Abbey.
One can only describe the consecration service briefly as
moving, warm and beautiful.

VISIT TO THE DIOCESE

The visit began on January 19th, when i . 'L:~:ed in
Windhoek, the capital city of Namibia/South West Africa, the ---
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. country which the Diocese of Damarland comprises. With me
at that moment of joyful return after twelve and a half years
away, were our diocesan Vicar General, Ed Morrow and his
wife Laureen, who had been to Europe for deputation work

.and to attend the consecration, together with their little
daughter Lydia.

At Windhoek airport we were met by friends and church
members representing different parishes, including St. George's
Cathedral. It was a moment of happiness to be with the people
who had called me back to share the leadership of the church
with them. Besides the church people there were newspaper
reporters who ushered me out of the joyful crowd to have a
press conference and picture-taking. The welcome by our
diocesan members was later continued at the Bishop's House,
where some other church leaders and neighbors joined in to
express their warm feelings for my return. The sense of elation
at being welcomed home and seeing the beauty of the country
and people is more than one can put into words.

Bishop Robert Mize comes to Lunch at 20 Cephas
Ave., London prior to Consecration of Bishop
James Kauluma. At far left is Artist John
Muafangejo.

On the following day Ed Morrow and I were on the road
again heading for the northern region and St. Mary's Mission,
Obido. On the way, even before we reached the northern
region, we began to see some members of the estimated
50,000 South African troops which occupy Namibia and are
engaged in fighting with the freedom fighters of the South
West Africa People's Organization, and indigenous political
organization. Before reaching Tsumeb we were stopped by
armed commandos - farmer volunteers - who took the
registration number of our car and asked us if we had seen
"something funny," meaning freedom fighters, to which Ed
responded "no." When we reached Tsumeb we stopped to visit
with Fr. Michael Tuyapeni, the rector of our two churches
there, and his family.

Though the act which required passes for travellers
between the north and south had been repealed, we were



St. Mary's Church Odibo: th~ occasion of the
ordination to the diaconate of Petru, Hidulika
Hilukiluah and Nehemiah Shihala Hamupembe

TENSION AND EFFECT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY
PRESENCE

participation of all our diocesan clergy, some of whom were
my teachers in 1950, including Canon Lazarus Haihambo, who
baptized me in 1951. It can also be said that this was a wel
come not only of the new bishop but also of the new deacons
into the church leadership. In this service the diocese was
honored to have a visitor as master of ceremonies and
preacher, the Rev. John Wheeler, a commissary of our diocese
in England, who also led a retreat for the deacons. The service
was so overwhelming that one did not even realize that it
lasted over four hours, as I was later informed; neither did the
worshipers show any sign of being tired. The service was
followed by a feast through which hospitality of the people
was shown to the guests, many of whom stayed until the
following day.

stopped at the checkpoint between the two regions by a
soldier who again took the registration number of our car and
allowed us to proceed. From that point on we began to see an
increasing number of soldiers, some standing around and
others in army trucks and armored cars. On the highway which
leads to Ovamboland we met and passed more army vehicles
heading in both directions. Our first night we stayed at Oniipa,
the headquarters of the Evangelical Lutheran OvamboKavango
Church, where we were warmly received by Bishop and Mrs.
Auala, Pastor and Mrs. Dumeni and our hosts the Eriksons. We
had time enough to continue on to St. Mary's Mission the
same evening, but to do so was considered unsafe because the
roads which lead from Ondangua to the north and the
Operational Area, where our mission is located, are sometimes
mined, and in the dark it would be impossible to see where the
roadbed might have been disturbed. The next morning,
Sunday, we left for Obibo driving on a dusty road running
from Ondangua to Oshikango, the latter of which at present
falls in the no-go area. Along the road itself we saw many more
military vehicles than before. At certain points, such as
Ondangua and Onuno, military bases on the side of the road
were visible in the background. It was near Onuno that we
came upon a civilian truck which had been blown up and an
open hole where the mine had been planted. I was told that
this happened early in the new year and that four people10st
their lives in the incident and two others were still in Oshakati
hospital.

A few minutes from the mentioned truck we found one of
our mission cars being searched by soldiers who moved aside as
we began to exchange greetings with our friends from the
mission. Their car was carrying some people to Engela
Lutheran Mission Hospital, which is the only one in the area
since ours was closed some years ago. The sense of danger in
the area was further indicated when the soldiers asked the
driver of the mission car if he had seen two mines in the same
direction we were heading. A little further on we could see
lying on the side of the road scattered pieces of tires of
another vehicle which was blown up in December. A young
man from the mission car was assigned to us to show us the
narrow road to St. Mary's Mission, which is located a few
minutes' walk from the fence of the no-go area on the
Namibian side of the border with Angola.

We finally arrived at the mission, where Sunday worship
ers and confirmation candidates were waiting, and' we
immediately began the service, in which 184 were confirmed.
It was another moving moment to be warmly received and to Though in the northern region people have traditionally
return to the place where I began my education and was lived a peaceful life, their happiness over the ordination
catechumenized in 1950. Throughout the whole week of gathering was not without tension, and some expressed fear
staying at the mission many old friends and well-wishers came and concern over their daily safety because of South African
to visit. Other confirmations were held in different areas, such and tribal soldiers and the armed bodyguards who are regularly
as Omunjekadi, where 230 were confirmed, and Oshakati, seen. Their fear is heightened by the sound of gunfire in
where about 100 were confirmed. Other time was spent various places; during the week I was there such shooting
attending both mission and diocesan meetings with clergy and could be heard from different directions nearly every day.
lay people, and in visiting our primary and high school. Some of the bodyguards were in our midst during the feast

which followed the ordination service, and while they did not
Though people had been coming to meet us since our make any direct physical threat to anyone at any time, just the

arrival at the mission, the official welcome did not come until sight of armed men among the guests in the mission grounds
the following Sunday, January 29th, in a service in which I on a happy occasion created an atmosphere of uneasiness
ordained two deacons, the Rev. Petrus Hidulika Hilukiluah and which some people remarked upon. Furthermore, some
the Rev. Nehemiah Shihala Hamupembe, both of whom are individuals, including our mission staff members, told of past
now teaching in our high school and assisting with St. Mary's experiences with soldiers who had searched their homes and
parish. In this service the people expressed their welcoming of interrogated them in the hope of getting information about
the bishop with singing, drum-beating, hand-clapping, shouting freedom fighters. In the process of such questioning it was
voices and tears. It was a moment in which they said God had often alleged that freedom fighters were hiding in the mission,
answered the prayers of the church to bring a bishop into their even when they could never find one in their searches of the
midst again. At the same time they were pleased to receive premises. Some of the people who were concerned were those
greetings which we brought from Bishops Winter, Wood and who had lost their traditional homes as a result of the military
Mize, and from some of the former overseas workers at the zone along the border. One should add, however, that the
mission and in the diocese. The service was attended not only mentioned fear and concern for safety have in no way deterred
by Anglicans, some of whom came from different regions of the people in their determination to continue struggling for
the country, but also by our Lutheran brethren who brought the independence of the country. This is indicated by the fact
with them a choir which sang beautifully, accompanied by that in ~~_Q( the patroled border the people are still leaving
guitars and a drum. Adding to the joy of the occasion was the~ the country in large numbers to join SWAPO, which continues



to increase its large following and to enjoy popularity among
the majority of the people. This factor was also recognized and
stated by the Lutheran Bishop Auala when he told the South
African Administrator General in Namibia on January 28 of
this year: "We are not speaking on behalf of SWAPO. We
however know that SWAPO - contrary to what the authorities
and Radio Owambo claim - enjoys very much support among
the people."

The no-go zone has also a damaging effect upon our
church; for example, Holy Cross parish, Onamunama, and its
outpost stations fall in this restricted area, and as a result, both
Canon Lazarus Haihambo and Fr. Eradius Muaetako have
moved to Obibo with their families, where they are living in
limited mission housing facilities, while members and
catechists of the parish and outpost stations have either joined
other parishes or are worshiping in shelters. At the same time,
Fr. Muaetako continues to travel daily from St. Mary's Mission
on a small scooter in heavy sand and in rain or hot sunshine to
minister to members of his scattered congregation. There are
other areas where our church and people are affected by the
fighting situation, particularly in places where people are cut
off, such as our catechists in Angola who can no longer freely
share in the gatherings and fellowship of the whole church and
th~ diocese.

The unfortunate war situation which takes the lives of
innocent people has come about as a result of the South
African refusal to withdraw from Namibia her apartheid rule
which is now enforced by her army against the wishes of the
majority of the population. I commit the situation to your
prayers, that peace justice and independence may come to
Namibia again.

On January 31 st our visit to the mission and Ovamboland
came to a close. It had rained all night and the roads which
had been dry and dusty when our visit began were covered
with water and muddy. We were not even sure that we were
going to get out of the area. It was here that my colleague
turned to me and pointed out that we need four-wheel-drive
vehicles of any kind, because they alone are suitable for
driving on the sandy and sometimes muddy ground of the
northern region It was Archdeacon Haukongo, who is familiar
with the firm spots in the road, who led us with hie only
available Land Rover, occasionally getting the road, who led us
with his only available Land Rover, occasionally getting out to
test the ground by wading through the water. We finally made
our way to the main road, which was very muddy and slip
pery.

In the area of Onuno, because of the water we left one car
on the main road attended by the Vicar General while we went
with Archdeacon Haukongo's Land Rover to Etale where 175
people were to be confirmed. Here, too, Fr. Jeremiah
Shaamena, the curate, came to guide us through deep pools of
water covering the road. At the same time he disappointedly
reported to us that some South African soldiers had broken
into his home while no one was there the day before and had
taken some of his belongings. This was the second time they
had raided his house, he told us. In spite of the rainy day (and
I could feel the wetness of the heads of those being
confirmed), the welcome was warm and the church could not
contain all the people except the confirmation candidates.
Though the' thatched roof was leaking in some spots the
people were not deterred from their worship. After the service
we joined Fr. Morrow on the main road and headed for
Tsumeb where another confirmation was planned in the
evening.

Returning through the checkpoint between the northern
and southern regions, we were stopped by a young officer who
took the registration number of our car and asked the Vicar
General his name and whether we were carrying any meat or
animal skins. Though the answer was "no" he had us open the
trunk of the car where he went through the clothing, brown
envelopes, files and papers in the suitcases ant! ~ri"fcases7

We finally reached Tsumeb, which is a town where men
from the northern region go to work under contract in the
copper mine, which is controlled by American Metal Climax
Corporation. Here fifty people were confirmed in another
moving service which drew people not only from Tsumeb but
also from other places nearby. As everywhere we went, hospi
tality was shown to us again by members of the community.
The next day we proceeded to Windhoek where another
welcoming service took place at St. George's Cathedral on
Sunday February 5th, along with the confirmation of six
people and receiving of two former Roman Catholic church
members. The service was followed by a brunch where Dean
Murray Dell introduced me to members of the cathedral
congregation and of Grace Church in Khomasdal, which is the
Coloured location.

On Monday, February 6th, we had another welcoming
service at St. Michael's Church in Katatura which lasted over
three hours. Besides the moving service as a whole, there were
songs beautifully presented by the Sunday School children and
'the Winter Choir of men and boys, which is named for our
diocesan bishop, Colin Winter. The service was followed by a
reception during which the people in turn expressed their
hopes and expectations of the bishop, as stated by Mrs. Kaluvi,
a representative from the parish: "You are taking a hot seat
left by our three previous bishops, btlt with the people who
elected you behind you we hope and pray that you will be of
service to the church and the people."

Part of the time in Windhoek was spent in the diocesan
office and visiting the diocesan play school which provides
care and early education for children of the city and the
locations. I was very much encouraged to learn of the growth
of this school, as it now has thirty-six children from four to six
years of age, but in order to avoid being -overcrowded, it has
begun turning some children away. However, the Vicar
General mentioned that requests have been made to open
other branches of the school in two locations. We hope that
this can be done when funds are found for that purpose. The
present school has a house where indoor classes are.held and a
good-sized yard where the children play. A visit was also paid
to St. George's Diocesan School, where I led the children's
morning prayers. This school has for many years been
attended by white children only, but I was encouraged to find
that seven black children have been admitted this year, which
is a move in the right direction. The school has 60 preschool
children and 60 in grades I through 6.

My visit came to an end on February 7th when I left to
return to New York via London, and it was a joy to join Sally
and Nangula who remained behind in England visiting with
some friends after the consecration when I left for Namibia.
We will remain in New York and move back to the diocese
some time in June.

In the situation described, the church remains a source of
strength and encouragement and a place where people come to
worship and lift up the problems of the country to God.
Though people are legally divided by apartheid laws, the
church continues to carry on the ministry of reconciliation
and to preach peace, justice, human respect and freedom. She
cannot be silent to the ongoing suffering of her members.
Neither Clln the church continue to preach to the poor the
kingdom of heaven alone while the earthly kingdom is claimed
by a particular group of people on the basis of their ethnicity.
Therefore the work must go on and the church must proclaim
the Gospel which stresses the acceptability of all people as
children of God, called in Christ to possess and share both the
earthly and the heavenly kingdom. At the time of concluding
this report I received news that on February 22nd the South
African Security Branch in Windhoek searched both our
diocesan office and the Bishop's House, looking under beds
and the chapel altar. They took all four office typewriters and
another one from the house. However they refused to give any
reason for such an act. A similar taking of typewriters took
place at the interdenominationally sponsored Christian Center,



also in Windhoek. We see this as a continuation of interference
by the South African authority with the normal daily work of
the church, and an attempt to hinder the preaching of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which calls for a return to justice,
peace and human decency..

Here I want to express our appreciation for your past
prayers and support of the diocese which have enabled us to
carry of different programs and the whole work in general. As
we face a difficult time and an unsettled political situation
which affects the church and the whole population, we will
need your prayers and moral and financial support more than
ever before.

DIOCESAN NEEDS

While there are many pressing needs in the diocese which
cannot continue withour support, I thought I would mention
the following diocesan projects and programs in particular
which you might want to contribute toward or sponsor.

St. Mary's Mission. General mission needs are for vehicle main
tenance, building repairs and improvement of staff and
catechists' salaries. The primary and high school needs teach
ers' salaries, transportation for students, educational materials,
classrooms and sports equipment. A tutoring service is needed
for students taking correspondence courses for higher educa
tion. Since the closing of its hospital in 1974, the mission has
retained a first aid box, but medical service is required beyond
what the box can offer. There is also a need for a medical
vehicle which the mission may use to carry sick people to the
hospital at Engela or Oshakati. We are hoping that the time
may come when funds will be available to enable us to reopen
the clinic or hospital again. It was sad to see many of our
former nurses doing jobs unrelated to their profession when
their experience could be used in places where medical help is
needed.

The Diocesan Play School needs teachers' salaries, school buses
or station wagons, toys and playground equipment, and
possibly expansion to other areas from which requests have
been received.

St. George's Diocesan School is lacking in scholarships for
needy students (seven are now sponsored by the Vicar General
at R300 ($350) per child each year) and building maintenance
and improvement.

The Diocesan headquarters needs transportation which is
shared by staff and clergy and those who sometimes receive
special diocesan assignments such as evangelism. Another need
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is for general administration and running of the office day by
day. For many years now the diocese has been hoping to have
its own printing press, perhaps a small one such as an offset,
but this need remains with us and handicaps us in our efforts
to spread the printed word and educational material; this
church press would meet the need for a diocesan paper which
can be a channel of communication and exchange of ideas
among the people. A Gestetner duplicator is now being used,
but there is a need for an electric stencil-making machine. The
Diocesan Youth Leadership includes an interparish youth
choir which can use both new and used musical instruments.

Theological education. Since St. Mary's Seminary was closed
about six years ago, a few of our theological students have
been going to attend South African seminaries; this includes
two newly ordained deacons, and this year Emmanuel
Shalulange will be going to study for ordination. Others, such
as some of the catechists, are studying by correspondence
courses with .the assistance of tutors appointed by the diocese.
Both of these arrangements require financial support. In ad
dition, theological, religious and educational books are needed
for the diocesan and St. Mary's libraries. We hope the time will
come when we will be able to open our seminary again.

legal Service Namibia has no agencies which can provide legal
services to those who cannot afford them; therefore, many
people tum to the church for legal financial help. It was this
legal fund which helped to put an end to the practice of public
floggings of naked men and women in 1975. Along with this is
the diocesan prison visiting service, directed by Laureen
Morrow; this program not only provides visits to local prison
ers but also enables families to visit relatives who are jailed in
South Africa in places such as Robben Island.

Bishops's vehicle. Lastly, I have also been asked to appeal for a
four-wheel-drive vehicle to enable me to reach all different
parts of the diocese.

After June our address will be Box 57, Windhoek,
Namibia/South West Africa, where gifts of books and other
items may be sent. We will greatly appreciate your prayers and
support.

+James H. Kauluma
Bishop Suffragan of Damarland
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