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Human Rights Sunday 1998 
Focuses on Africa's Children 

The theme of Human Rights Sunday 1998 
highlighted the children of Africa in their struggle 
for economic justice. Many times the general 
public views human rights as entailing only 
political rights . However the right to adequate 
nutrition, basic health care and educational 
opportunities are equally guaranteed under the 
U. N. Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

RAN churches across the country - from 
Washington State to New York City - paid 
homage to these children in various ways which 
included: providing copies of the RAN Human 
Rights Sunday insert to congregation members, 
moments of meditation, special prayers, and 
sermons which incorporated this theme. 

Thank you for such a tremendous response to 
the Human Rights Sunday commemoration. May 
you continue the dialogue and keep the continent 
of Africa and its children in your prayers the 
whole year through and beyond. 

Rev. Richard Chartier 
addressing the Fourth 
Unitarian Society of 
Westchester County on the 
theme of Africa's children 
and human rights. 
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Human Rights 
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"A child is tile greatest of God's blessings" 
- MalinkeProverb 

WeslAfrica 

ST. STEPHEN' S COMMUNITY CI-nJRCR 
United Church of Christ 

Lansing, Michigan 
Sunday, December 20, J998 

Rev. Dr. Michael C. 
Murphy, pictured below, 
is the Pastor and 
Founder of the United 
Church of Christ's St. 
Stephen's Community 
Church of Lansing, 
Michigan. St. Stephen 's 
celebrated Human 
Rights Sunday on 
December 20 instead of 
December 13 to coincide 
with their monthly 
"African Heritage 
Sunday" which is held 
every third Sunday of the 
month. Rev. Murphy's 
sermon incorporated the 
theme of human rights 
and children in Africa. A 
Michigan State 
University African 
Studies professor 
addressed the 
congregation as well. 

The Cincinnati Diocese of the Episcopal Church, under the 
leadership of the Rt. Rev. Herbert Thompson, circulated 
the Human Rights Sunday insert to 85 churches within 
their diocese. Other churches that participated include 
Canaan Baptist Church of Chirst ill Harlem, NY; Hartford 
Memorial Baptist Church in Detroit, MI; The Riverside 
Church in New York, NY; Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Seattle, WA; and Second Congregational Church in 
Westfield, MA. 
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Millennium End WCC 
Assembly Meets at 

"Foot of Africa's Cross" 

I, 
~ore than 4,000 

Christians came 
from around the 
globe to take part in 
the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) 
Assembly 
December 3-14, 

1998 in Harare, Zimbabwe. Those present 
represented 400 million Christians and 339 member 
churches. This assembly marked the 50th year 
anniversary of the WCC. ~eeting at the "foot of 
Africa I s cross" during this jubilee assembly was 
particularly symbolic because assembly organizers 
agreed that the last assembly of the millennium 
necessitated a venue with a special connection to 
Christianity. ~any church observers have noted that 
the "center of gravity" of the church has shifted from 
Europe and North America. The growth of 
Christianity in Africa surpasses that of any other 
world region and it is estimated that by the year 2000 
Africa will be the most Christian continent. 

Among major themes discussed at the assembly 
were land reform, the African debt crisis and 
Africa's image in the media. 

A surprise highlight of the assembly was the 
arrival of South African President Nelson ~andela 
on the last Sunday of the assembly. In his speech to 
a crowd of more than 3,000 participants President 
~andela called on those in attendance to work 
towards the removal of the external debt burden by 
which the African continent is most affected. He 
also noted that ways should be sought out to equally 
distribute resources in an effort to combat the 
poverty which afflicts most of humanity. He urged 
those in attendance to collectively work to ensure that 
Africa is not left on the margins of the world 
economy. 

President ~andela also expressed appreciation 
on behalf of the African continent as well as 
himself to the WCC for being ". . . a champion of 
the oppressed and exploited. " 

At the conference's close, the assembly of the 
wce rededicated itself to working in solidarity 
with the African people and expressed ". . . pride 
in seeing a vision of the journey of hope of African 
churches for the development of the continent for 
the 21 st century. . . . We are determined to work 
out this vision that promises life with dignity for the 
African people." 

Religious Action Network, A Project of the American Committee on Africa 
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Stop the Killings in Nigeria : 

There is growing evidence of direct collaboration between U.S. oil companies and government security 
forces in the killing of environmental protesters in Nigeria's oil fields. The actions of the Chevron Oil Company 
have been particularly disturbing. On May 28, 1998 the company flew in soldiers to end a nonviolent 
occupation of an oil platfonn by demonstrators trying to force the company to negotiate over environmental 
and financial concerns. 

Although Chevron now admits that the protesters were unarmed, the troops opened fire, killing two and 
wounding another. At least one of those arrested reported being tortured. A similar incident occurred on January 
4, when soldiers used Chevron helicopters and boats for military attacks on a different village, killing at least 
19. Human rights groups estimate that about 100 people have been killed by the security forces in the oil fields 
since January. 

Chevron does not deny that it routinely calls in the army to protect its business interests in Nigeria. Instead 
the company says that it must obey Nigeria's oppressive rulers and work with the dictatorship's security forces. 
These are some of the same excuses that American companies used for operating in apartheid South Africa. 

But these arguments are no less wrong in Nigeria in 1999 than they were in racist South Africa in 1979, 
when companies refused to end their profitable partnership with apartheid. For decades the oil companies have 
operated behind the bloody shield of the Nigerian dictatorship, providing billions of dollars a year to the generals 
to finance their regime and leaving the people impoverished and oppressed. Now the Nigerian people are 
struggling to end military rule and consolidate a democratic, civilian government. The oil company role can be 
critical. Human lives are more precious than profits! The killings in Nigeria must end. 

Support Calls for a Congressional investigation into 
corporate involvement in the killings! 

A group of concerned Congressional representatives, including Dennis Kucinich, Maxine Waters and 
Donald Payne, have called for a Congressional investigation into the role of the oil companies in the killings and 
into corporate links to the security forces. The call for a hearing will soon be circulated as a "Dear Colleague" 
letter to the entire House of Representatives, asking other members for their support. You and your church 
can help! 

Contact your Congressional Representative in their local office and ask them to become a sponsor of the 
Dear Colleague letter. ACT NOW! Help put an end to the tragic exchange of blood for oil in Nigeria. For 
further infonnation on how to organize your congregation to affect change in Nigeria contact Mike Fleshman 
or Angelique Bell at 212-785-1024. 

Religious Action Network, A Project of the American Committee on Africa 
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International Coordinator oj Jubilee 2000lAJrika 

Visits with the Network 

The International Secretariat Coordinator of the London
based Jubilee 2000/ Afrika campaign, Kofi Mawuli Klu, visited 
with some churches and organizations in the Religious Action 
Network this February. The Ghanaian born activist made a 
special request to meet with African American congregations 
during Black History Month. 

During his stay he addressed congregations and groups at 
Allen A.M.E. Church in Jamaica, NY; Vanderveer Park 
United Methodist Church in Brooklyn, NY; and New York 
Theological Seminary in Manhattan. Speaking to students at 
New York Theological Seminary, Klu put much of the blame 
for Africa's many social ills on racism and how the Western 
media depicts African people. "These images depict Africans 
as either starving to death or slaughtering each other, however 
it is misery caused by preventable disease and malnutrition that 
really kills our people." 

The images which present Africans as helpless victims 
instead of active agents in changing their circumstances serve 
to justify policies which are damaging to the people and the 
land of Africa, including the enormous foreign debt and mis
management of the continent's scarce resources. 

This does not have to be the case. Klu reminded listeners 
that "the blueprints of effective leadership are there in the like
ness of Kwame Nkrumah, Amilcar Cabral, and Patrice Lu
mumba. Debt cancellation will allow African countries a fresh 
start in which to put new leadership into place." 

Klu stressed that in order for us, as children of God, to 
deserve the celebration of the new millennium we must repair 
the damage we caused to the earth as well as to our fellow 
human beings. The injustice brought on by governnients in 
Africa not being able to provide basic necessities for their peo
ple dehumanizes not only those who are denied access to these 
necessities of life, but also those who deny this access. "We 
need your solidarity in chartering a new path for Africa. " 

Koji Klu (left) answering a question from a member of 
Allen A.ME. church. 

A member ojAl/en A.ME. Church signing her name to 
a Jubilee 2000 petition. This was part of a petition 
drive sponsored by the church's Nora F. Taylor 
Missionary Society. 

The Religious Action Network is a network of over 200 congregations throughout the U.S. It was established by Wyatt Tee Walker 
and Canon Frederick B. Williams. RAN is a project of the American Committee on Africa, formed in 1953 to support justice and 
freedom in Africa. 
For more information on how your congregation can join, contact the Religious Action Network at 50 Broad Street, Suite 711, New 
York, NY 10004, Phone: (212) 785-1024, Fax: (212) 785-1078 E-Mail: acoa@igc.apc.org. 

Newsletter edited and produced by Angelique Bell and Richard Knight. 
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