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Dear Friend, 

I am writing to. let yeu knew abeut the Africa Pelicy Infermatien Center, 

and hew yeu can help keep Africa frem falling entirely eff the U.S. pelicy 

map. The werld is smaller and smaller; eur fates are intertwined in mere 

and mere intricate ways. Yet the eld stereetypes abeut the centinent and 
indifference to. the fate ef its peeples are returning with a vengeance. I 

hepe yeu agree that we must net let this happen. 

With the end ef the Celd War and the transitien frem apartheid to. demecracy 

in Seuth Africa, the two. themes that dreve U.S. invelvement in the African 

centinent ever the last thirty-five years no. lenger apply. In the Washington 

pelicy arena-as in the U.S. media-Africa's successes and Africa's preblems 

are almest equally invisible, except when a herrendeus crisis en the scale ef 

Semalia er Rwanda mementarily fills the werld's TV screens. 

Whether because peeple assume that the "Mandela miracle" has already 

everceme the legacy ef centuries ef racial eppressien er because they 

write eff mest ef the centinent as hepelessly crisis-ridden, Africa mest 

eften ends up even lewer than befere en the fereign pelicy agenda. 

Yeu and I knew that beth media stereetypes are fundamentally flawed. 

"Africa" is many places. Even in the mest desperate situatiens there are 

African individuals and greups who. are werking creatively to. build a 

different future . Rebuilding secieties devastated by apartheid will be the 

werk ef generatiens, just as surmeunting the legacy ef slavery and segre

gatien is still en the agenda here as we appreach the 21st century. In 

case after case, whether the internatienal cemmunity-including the U.S.

takes a hand in assisting censtructive change may make the difference. 

Deadly dewnward spirals are net inevitable. But if the pesitive efferts are 

to. prevail, they need well-infermed suppert at critical times. 

As we all heped, Seuthern Africa has entered a new era, making it the 

regien ef Africa "mest likely to. succeed." Mere than a year after the 

Mandela-led Gevernment ef Natienal Unity teek effice in Seuth Africa, the 

Seuthern African regien is calm. Even in Angela, the peace treaty signed 

last Nevember seems to. be en the way to. implementatien. Yet if the 

premise ef the end ef the apartheid is to. be realized, we need peeple like 

yeu to. push fer censelidating peace in the regien and fer redressing the 
destructien and inequality left by apartheid. 

(please turn ever) 



Elsewhere on the continent, African efforts to confront their problems-to implement the new 

peace agreement in Liberia, to bring democracy to Nigeria, to address the aftermath of genocide 

in Rwanda and avert a return to war there, to find a way out of the economic trap of debt and 

low export revenues, to demand that governments live up to their human rights pledges-deserve 

international support. Africans have the primary responsibility for building a new Africa. But 

we also have the obligation to contribute to that construction, just as our country contributed in 

many ways to the destruction of African societies, from the slave trade through colonialism and 

in the era of Cold War conflicts played out on African soil. 

Yet the current political climate makes it enormously difficult to mobilize that support, whether it 

be by engaged constructive diplomacy, investment in developing Africa's human resources, or 

paying U.S. obligations for a share of UN peacekeeping costs. The Washington Office on Africa, 

part of the struggle against apartheid since its beginning in 1972, has in recent years broadened 

its agenda beyond Southern Africa, and works together with other concerned groups to 

strengthen the voice for Africa in the nation's capital. 

We are convinced, however, that the collective capacity of Africa advocates in the U.S. to have an 

impact on policy will depend on building a critical mass of informed public opinion. That is the 

major focus of the Africa Policy Information Center-the new name for the Washington Office on 

Africa Educational Fund. 

Counting only from the initial divestment campaigns of the mid-1960s-and one could go even 

farther back-it took more than 20 years to communicate to a critical mass of the American 

public the simple message "apartheid is wrong." We must now get across more complex mes

sages, such as "Africa is not one place but many," "the U.S. and African countries are indeed part 

of one world," and "addressing inherited and structural injustices-here and there-is a shared 

responsibility." To do so, we must use the new technologies at our disposal to communicate more 

quickly to larger numbers. This is especially imperative, given the current U.S. political climate. 

In October 1994, President Nelson Mandela, addressing the U.S. Congress, challenged his audience 

to accept that "democracy, peace and prosperity in Africa are as much in your national interest 

as ours." At present, few of those sitting in the halls of Congress seem to agree. Congress will 

change-as it eventually did on the issue of freedom for South Africa from apartheid-only if you 
and other constituents demand it. 

To help you contribute to this goal, APIC is using new cost-effective ways to get the message out. 

with solid background information. to those who are ready to use the information and to share it. 

We invite you to join us. Look over the enclosed brochure, and send in the enclosed response card. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

Imani Countess 

Executive Director 



Resources for a Chanqinq World 

Africa Policy Information Center 

110 Maryland Avenue, NE 

Suite 509 

Washington, DC 20002 

Tel: (202) 546-7961 

Fax: (202) 546-1545 

E-mail: apic@africapolicy.org 



Africa Policy 
Information 

Center 

A PIC is a non-profit educational organi

zation with the primary objective of 

widening policy debate in the United States 

around issues affecting grassroots African 

interests throughout the continent. APIC 

fac ilitates linkages between the Washington 

policy arena and the American public and 

others concerned with U.S. policy towards 

Africa. 

APIC works to democratize foreign policy 

debates that determine the U.S. role in 

Africa by: 

• identifying critical policy issues in 

United States/African relations; 

• bringing to the policy process diverse 

perspectives from Africa and the U nited 

States; and 

• disseminating information and analyses 

to a broad cross-section of the American 

public. 

Formerly the Washington Office on Africa 

Educational Fund, APIC is the educational 

affi liate of the Washington Office on Africa 

which was founded in 1972 by a coalition of 

religious denominations and trade unions. 

ORDERING 

INFORMATION 

Membership: 
APIC members receive all APIC publicat ions 

published during the membership year. 

Associates also rece ive three issues of 

Washington No tes on Africa, published by 

the Washington Office on Africa. 

Publications: 
All orders must be prepaid or accompanied by 

an institutional purchase order. Prices are 

subj ect to change without notice. Please 

allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

Shippinq and Handlinq: 
Add $2.50 for the first book, $1.00 for each 

additional book, up to 10. (APIC will bi ll 

shipping and handling for orders over 10.) 

Add 15% for shipping and handling of 

background papers. The price for Washington 

Notes on Africa includes shipping. (Foreign 

orders: add 20% of subtotal. Remit payment 

in U.S. dollars.) 

Contributions: 
Donations - except the $30 membership fee 

- are tax-deductib le. 

Payment: 
Please make check or money order payable to 

APIC. 

Mail this form to Africa Policy Information 

Center, 11 0 Maryland Avenue, NE, Suite 509, 

Washington, DC 20002 

THANKYOUf 



Join APIC 

Become a part of our network. Join individuals, 

grassroots and advocacy groups, and policymakers 

concerned with African issues. APIC members receive all 

APIC publications produced during the membership year. 

Associates also receive three issues of Washington Notes on 

Africa, published by the Washington Office on Africa. 

P ... epa ... e 
fo ... Tomo ...... ow 

Despite the long and continuing history of 

United States involvement in African affairs, the 

political and economic challenges faCing Africa are not 

understood by most Americans. The public needs 

information to make wise choices for the future. 

To meet the need for current, accurate data and insights 

into U.S. foreign policy toward Africa, APIC is pioneer

ing the use of new technologies for cost-effective dissemi

nation of information and simultaneously expanding its 

publication list of reader-friendly resources for educators, 

students, researchers, activists and others with an interest 

in Africa or international relations. 

Your membership brings you information. It also contrib

utes towards bui lding the base of public understanding 

that is the only guarantee of constructive relations 

between the United States and Africa. 



• Af..-ica Policy 
Elect..-onic Dist..-ibution List 
For APIC members and non-members alike, this free 
electronic distribution list includes up-to-date back
ground information from APIC, action alerts from the 
Washington Office on Africa (WOA), and carefully 
selected rep os ted documents from other sources concern
ing U.S./African relations and related issues. To sub
scribe send an e-mail message to apic@africapolicy.org. 
For an automatic reply with more information send an e
mail message to africapolicy-info@igc.apc.org. 
Documents distributed through the list are also available 

on the Web at: http://www.africapolicy.apic/index.shtml. 

• Backql"Ound Pape..-s 
This series of short (2, 4 or 8 pages) papers includes 
country profi les, guides to information resources, and 
topical issue briefings. Each includes both summary 
references to current policy issues and more general 
background material for public education on Africa. 
Papers in print include Talking About Tribe (8 pages), 
Nigeria Country Profile (8 pages) , Making Connections for 
Africa (12 pages), Landmines Issue Brief (8 pages) , Africa: 
Dispelling the Myths (2 pages), Angola: Country Profile (4 
pages), Sudan: Resource Guide (8 pages), The u.S. and 
Africa's Trade: Issue Brief (8 pages), Thinking Regionally: 
Issue Brief (8 pages), and Africa on the Internet: Resource 
Guide (8 pages). Also available: Changing Africa and 
Africa's Regions, two attractive 11 " by 1 7" posters with 
maps and charts. Members rece ive at least five papers 
during their membership year. Papers are available 

separately for $0.50 (2 pages), $1 (4 pages) or $2 (8 pages). 

• Washinqton Notes on Af..-ica 
Unique insights into foreign policy 
developments as they occur. 
Published by the Washington Office 
on Africa. Three issues per year plus 
periodic Updates and Action Alerts. 
6 to 8 pages. 8Yz" x 11 " ISSN: 0512-
610X. $30.00. 

W4SHtN TON 
NOTESOl)l A'FruCA 

• Policy Pape..- Book Se..-ies 
APIC Policy Papers are attractively produced short 
books providing background analyses and perspectives 

on key long-term policy issues. 

~ Makinq Connections fo..- Af..-ica: Repo..-t 
f..-om a Constituency Builde..-s' Dialoque. 
Summary of an APIC convened dialogue about 
constituency-building for Africa advocacy in the 
United States today. Also includes three background 
papers with insights drawn from social movement 
theory, interest group research, and practical experi
ence. 94pp. 6" x 9". Paperback. 1997. ISBN: 0-
9634238-4-3. $8.95. 

~ USAID in South Af..-ica: Lea..-ninq Lessons, 
Continuinq Debates. 
A timely analysis of the achievements and shortcomings 
of US AID's assistance programs in South Africa. 107pp. 
6" x 9". Paperback. 1996. ISBN: 0-9634238-3-5. $8.95. 

~ U.S. Fo..-eiqn Policy: An Af..-ica Aqenda. 
A compilation of speeches made by leading African 
thinkers and U.S. foreign policy-makers on critical issues 
facing Africa. Edited by William Minter. 22pp. 8\12" x 
11". Paperback. 1994. ISBN: 0-9634238-1-9. $6.50. 

~ Invisible C..-imes: U.S. P..-ivate 
Intel"Vention in the Wa..- in Mozambique. 
A painstakingly documented case study of the role of 
private U.S. citizens in supporting a war that claimed 
more than 700,000 victims - most civilians. Re
searched and written by Kathi Austin and edited by 
William Minter. 64pp. Illustrated. 8W x 11 ". 
Paperback. 1994. ISBN: 0-9634238-2-7 . $7.95. 

~ Af..-ica's P..-oblems ••• Af..-ican Initiatives. 
A powerful reference tool including three key interna
tional documents developed by Africans to ensure 
peace, economic development, and political reform. 
Edited by William Minter. 47pp. 8W x 11". Paperback. 
1992. ISBN: 0-9634238-0-0. $7.50. 



APIC Membership 
and Publications 
Please see the reverse side of this panel for important 

ordering information. 

Member-ship (one year-) No. Cost Total 

Individual Member $30.00 

APIC Associate Ondiv.) $50.00 

APIC Associate (org. ) $200.00 

Publications 

Making Connections ... $8.95 

USAID in South Africa $8.95 

Africa's Problems ... $7.50 

Invisible Crimes $7.95 

U.S. Foreign Policy $6.50 

Wash . Notes on Africa $30.00 

Poster (Regions) $2.00 

Background Papers 
(please specify which papers. 
Two-page papers COS L $0.50 each , 
4-page papers $1 each, and 8-page papers $2 each.) 

Shipping & Handling 

Contribution 

Total 

Bill to: 
Name ___ ___ _____________ _ 

Organization ____________ _ ____ _ 

Address ___ __________ _ ____ _ _ 

City/State/Zip _______ __________ _ 

Phone ___________________ _ 

o Check Enclosed 0 Purchase Order # ___ _ ____ _ 

Ship to: 
Name ____________ _ _ _ ____ _ 

Organization ___ _________ _____ _ 

Address _ _ _________________ _ 

C ity/State/Zip ____________ _____ _ 

Phone _____ ___ _____ _____ _ _ 
aac9801 



Board of Directors 
Officel"s: 

Dr. C herri Waters, President 

Adwoa Dunn-Mouton, Vice-President 

Development Consultant 

Carolyn Long, Secretary/Treasurer 

Director for Development Policy and Practice, InterAction 

Salih Booker 

Council on Foreign Relations 

Fantu Cheru 

The American University 

Dr. Betty Coats 

James Early 

Smithsonian Institution 

Bob Edgar 

Howard University African Studies Center 

Guy Martin 

Clark A tlanta University 

Joyce Mends-Cole 

United Nations Development Program 

Aubrey McCutcheon, III , Esq. 

Gay McDougall 

International Human Rights Law Group 

William Rau 

Development Consultant 

Lairold M. Street, Esq. 



Africa Policy Information Center 
110 Maryland Ave., NE Suite 112, Washington, DC 20002 

Tel: (202) 546-7961; Fax: (202) 546-1545; E-mail: apic@igc.apc.org 

) Let's keep Africa on the poLicy map! 

o YES, I want to join APIC in building an informed u.s. constituency on Africa. I am enclosing: 
o $30 or more (individual membership for a year) 
o $50 or more (APIC Associate individual membership for a year) 
o $200 or more (APIC Associate organizational membership for a year) 

o I do not want to join at this time. However, I want to support your work, and enclose 
a contribution of ___ _ 

o I am already a member for this year, but enclose an additional contribution of ____ to 
support your work. 

o Please send me the FREE background paper checked below (choose one). 
o "Angola: Country Profile" 
o "Sudan: Resource Guide" 
o "The U.S. and Africa's Trade: Prospects for Partnership" 

o Add my e-mail address to your FREE Africa Policy Electronic Distribution List. 
My e-mail address is _________________ _ 

o I am enclosing an order for additional publications, using the order form on the enclosed brochure. 

Include information at right if different from mailing label: Name __________________ _ 

L 

MSU AFRICAN STUDIES CTR 3688 
100 CTR FOR INTL PROG 
EAST LANSING MI 48824 

Organization _______________ _ 

Address __________________ _ 

City, State, Zip _______________ _ 

Phone _________________ _ 

Fax __________________ _ 
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