
International Policies, African Realities:
An Electronic Roundtable

Hosted by the Africa Policy Information Center (APIC),
in partnership with the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

and with assistance from Bellanet

Increasing the Capacity for Trans-Atlantic Dialogue

With access to e-mail growing in Africa, among non-governmental organizations,
international agencies and governments, there is a unique opportunity to establish more
effective mechanisms to inject African perspectives into international debates. Such a process
can contribute to the emergence of new policy frameworks which better correspond to
African realities and priorities. Beginning in January 2000, in partnership with the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), and with the assistance of Bellanet, APIC is launching its
fIrst on-line discussion forum: International Policies and African Realities: an Electronic
Roundtable. This pilot project will provide an electronic space in which Africans, North
Americans and others can discuss what policy per~pectives and understandings of African
reality should shape international engagement with Africa.

One month will be allocated to each of the four broad discussion topics:
• Economy and Development,
• Human Rights and Democratization,
• Peace and Security, and
• Education and Culture.

For each discussion topic, a panel of African policy analysts will present succinct analyses of
critical issues, followed by a period of moderated open discussion aimed at prioritizing
African contributions to international debates on these issues.

Dr. K. Y. Amoako, ECA, Adwoa Dunn-Mouton, APIC, and Dr. Julius Ihonvbere, Ford
Foundation, will serve as co-chairs of the Roundtable. The principal moderator will be Dr.
AbdouMaliq Simone (maliq@africapolicy.org). As of early November 1999, panels and
details of the format are 'still being fInalized. More details will be provided in early
December. If you are not already on APIC's electronic distribution list, please send an
e-mail message to roundtable@africapolicy.org to receive announcements of roundtable
details when they are ready.

For more background on the sponsoring organizations, see their respective web sites:
http://www.africapolicy .org • http://www.un.org/depts/eca· http://www.bellanet.org

For additional information on the Roundtable contact Karin Santi (karin@africapolicy.org) or
APIC, 110 Maryland Ave. NE, #509, Washington, DC 20002 USA (Tel: 202 546-7961;
Fax: 202 546-1545; E-mail: apiC@igc.org).



How will it work?

The electronic roundtable format is an pilot effort to fmd a middle ground between wide
open discussion lists that are hard to keep on topic and a one-way distribution list or e
magazine such as APIC's Africa Policy Electronic Distribution List. It will try to build an e
mail equivalent of a roundtable panel at a conference. Just as with such a panel at an in
person conference, the selection of high-quality panellists and giving them an opportunity to
speak fIrst will set the tone of the discussion. During the three-week discussion period for
each topic, the audience will have its chance to contribute, with the moderators taking the
responsibility to ensure that contributions from the floor are pertinent to the discussion.

The lyris listserv software utilized by Bellanet will allow participants to join the discussion
bye-mail or from the web, and the archive of discussions will be available for access by an
even wider audience. Both APIC and ECA will publicize the Roundtable widely through their
networks, in order to ensure both maximum participation from Africa and a wide
international audience among public constituencies and policymakers. The Roundtable will
take advantage of the overlapping National Summit on Africa process in the United States as
well as other events to publicize the contributions to the debate and ensure their maximum
impact on policy debates.

Panellists Conrmned as of early November 1999 include:

Economy and Development
Paulina Adebusoye, Economic Commission for Africa
Thandika Mkandawire, UN Research Institute on Social Development
Dominique Njiheu, African Economic Research Consortium
Jacqueline Nkoyok, Confederation of Central African NGOs

Democracy and Human Ri&hts
Tade Aina, Ford Foundation
Mazide N'Diaye, Forum of African Voluntarj Development Organizations

Peace and Security
Jakkie Cilliers, Insitute for Security Studies
Angela Hakizimana, Women for Peace Network
Hussein Solomon, ACCORD
George Wachira, Nairobi Peace Initiative

Education and Culture
Lalla Ben Barka, Economic Commission for Africa
Lupwishi Mbuyamba, UNESCO Luanda
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