
DIVEST Iffi.LINOIS PENSION FUNDS NOW 

For thirty years, u.s. dollars have not been a force for change 
South Africa. As Bishop Tutu, 1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 

Those who invest in South Africa should not think they are 
doing us a favor; they are here for what they can get ·out of 
our cheap and abundant labor and they should know t at they are 
buttressing one of the most vicious systems since Nazism. 

Responding to the call for divestment by South African leaders, workers 
and organizations, already eight states, 35 cities, 63 universities and 
many religious groups have moved to divest their funds. 

H.B. 330 will prohibit the investment or deposit of state pension fund 
monies in any corporation or financial institution which invests in, 
has any ownership in, or outstanding loans to: 1) the South African 
government; 2) South African-based companies; or 3) any com~any for 
the purpose of investment in Sou~h Africa until the nited Nations 
certifies that apartheid has been abolished. 

Illinois stands to benefit from divestment. H.B. 330 calls for the 
divested monies to be reinvested or deposited in businesses which 
stimulate employment opportunities and economic development 

A second anti-apartheid bill, H.B. 317, prohibits the use o r South 
African steel in the construction of public buildings. H.B. 317, the 
first bill of its kind, would promote the purchase of Illinois steel 
to "build Illinois." 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO: ACT NOW! 

Contact your legislators: write, phone, send mailgrams (see reverse). 
Organize small delegations to meet with your legislators. 
Attend campaign meetings to question candidates on their support 
for H.B. 317 and H.B. 330. 

4. Conduct letter-writing/petition campaigns in your district . . 



~VHEN PHONING: 

dentify yourself by name, hometown, and 
any groups, organ~zations, union which you 
represent. Ask to speak to the Representa
tive about House Bills 3 :W7 & 330. Leaving 
a message is not as effective as talking 
personally. After the legislature convenes 
in April it may be hard to reach legislators 
at their district o~fic~. In Springfield 
they have an office as well as a personal 
phone at their desk in the Chambers. 

--When speaking to the Representative say: 
"I am calling to ask you to vot ~ YES on 
House Bills 317 and 330, sponsored by Braun 
and Bowman. 330 calls for the divestmen 
of state pension funds from corporations & 
banks which do business in Soutb Africa & 

17 prohibits the use of South African 
steel in the co struction of Illinois 
public buildings." 
Then state cleaLly the reasons for your 
pos:Ltion. 
~ry to get a commitment for a YES vote. 

--If you cannot reach him/her directly ask 
that your opinion be passed on immediately 
nd leave your number and address. 

VISITING : 

rrange to visit your Representative with 
a few others by callJng the district office 
and setting up an appointment. After April 
: st it may only be possible to visit Monday, 
riday, or weekends. 

--If you want some suggestions on how to 
conduct your meeting call CIDSA or the Con
sortium on Governmental Concerns, Illinois 
Conference of Churches--217/544-3423. 

WHEN WRITING: 

--Identify the bills by number and subject. 

--State your position and how you want him/ 
h e r to vote. Explain briefl . CIDSA has 
informational materials to help you in 
wording your position. 

--Make the letter your own. Type or write 
e ibly. Include your return address. 

4. TELEGRAMS, MAILGRAMS, OR POMs: 

--Be brief and specific. Refer to the bills 
by number. Telegrams, mailgrams and POMs are 
usually tallied for or against the issue. o 
not seek to justify your position; just state 
it clearly. 

---Public Opinio~ Messages(POMs) are telegrams 
sent to elected officials at special rates for 
up to 20 words. ~ e message is delivered the 
same day you sen it. Name & address are free . 

---Mailgrams are telegrams of up to 50 words 
and are de ivered the following day by th 
ost Off"ce. 

---The toll-free Wester Union number for 
ana ma· g~ams is 800/325-5100. 

5. OFFICIAL ENDORSEMENTS: 

--Encourage your union, ohurch, organizations, 
to wake official endorsements of HB 30 and 
RB 317, sending copies to: 

1. Local legislators. 
2. Speaker of the House, Michael Madigan 

316 State House, Springfield, IL 62706 
217/7 82-5350. 

3. Sponsors of the ti ills: 
Rep. Carol oseley Braun, ~09 Stat e House, 
Springfield, IL 62706 217/782-3201 
Rep. Woods Bowman, 2043 Stratton Bldg., 
Sp~ngfield, IL 62706 217/782-8052. 
CTDSA. 
Local newspapers and media. 

6. SAMPLE POSTCARD: 

As your constituent I suppoLt House Bills 
317 and 33D . HB 317 would prohibiL the 
use of South African steel in the cons ruc
tion of public buildings in J l..linois. 
HB 330 would divest Illino1s public pension 

unds from corporations or banks whic h 
inves~ in the South African government or 
South African-based corporations. I ask for 

YES votes on these bills. 
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