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BUILDING THE FUTURE

THE AFRICA FUND HOSTS SOUTH
AFRICAN PRESIDENT THABO MBEKI
W hen South Africa's new President,
Thabo Mbeki, made his first official visit
to the U.S. in September THE AFRICA
FUND and former New York City Mayor
David . Dinkins joined forces to host a
meeting for him in Harlem.
He came to tell religious and community leaders and public officials who welcomed him at the Schomberg Center for
Research in Black Culture that they were
needed now to help South Africa meet
the many challenges ahead. He thanked
them for their solidarity with South
Africa's freedom struggle. "You worked
with us to bring about the end of
apartheid, the end of an insult to Black
people everywhere, to reestablish and
recapture the dignity of our people."
He asked them to remain involved
with Africa saying that "I believe the
resources exist in the world economy to
end poverty. We absolutely do have an
opportunity to make an impact."
The lively dialogue that followed his
extensive presentation included exchanges on building partnerships with
Africa and African American investment
in South Africa. President Mbeki said
that he would like to explore joint projects to combat racism and poverty. He
thought that there had been little African
American investment because smaller
African American firms lacked the
resources of the large multi-nationals.
The President indicated that perhaps
South Africa should identify investment
opportunities and approach specific
African American companies.
The two-hour meeting was punctuated by hugs, whoops of joy and repeated
standing ovations. It was as if Harlem
was welcoming back a much loved son. •

South African President Thabo Mbeki with former New York City Mayor David N. Dinkins and
Trustee Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker at the Harlem meeting organized by THE AFRICA FUND.
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NEW CAMPAIGN AGAINST
SLAVERY IN MAURITANIA
FUND has launched a new
human rights campaign against slavery,
which is still being practiced in Mauritania while the U.S. turns a blind eye.
Slaves are property to be inherited, lent
and hired out, sexually abused and forced
into marriage. Slaves who grow too old to
work, are "freed" and left to starve.
The Mauritanian government claims
to have "abolished" slavery three times
but owning another human being has
never been made a crime. Instead,
human rights workers who publicly oppose slavery have been imprisoned. Now
T HE AFRICA

The Africa Fund is working with the
Mauritanian anti-slavery movement and
human rights activists such as Boubacar
Messaoud of 50S-Slaves and Fatirnata
Mbaye of the Mauritanian Human
Rights Association to bring an end to
this dreadful institution.
When the Mauritanian regime was
allied with Saddam Hussein, the U.S.
State Department strongly condemned
slavery in Mauritania. Now that Mauritania has severed its ties with Iraq,
the State Department Human Rights
Report states that (continued on page 6)

FROM THE DESK OF JENNIFER DAVIS
This is the last time I will write to you as
Executive Director of THE AFRICA FUND.
I have resigned after working in this role
since 1981 It is time to move on to new
challenges.
Looking back for a moment I am
proud of the victories we helped Africans
win by enabling millions of men and
women in the U.S. to join in the justice
struggles and force their government to
act. Nelson Mandela says sanctions
helped defeat apartheid, and those sanctions were won by people acting locally on
campuses, in union halls and churches, villages, towns, city and state legislatures, all
building pressure for national action.
But the struggle is far from over. Governor George W. Bush, who will be the
Republican presidential candidate, recently said on the PBS Newshour that
"while Africa may be important, it doesn't fit into the national strategic interests,
as far as I can see it." His only commitment to Africa was that he would "help to
promote free trade." Africa would be
likely to disappear from the policy agenda in any future Bush Administration.
The Clinton Administration record
on Africa may provide the best indication of what Africa could expect from Al
Gore as President. That record is decidedly mixed. There has been a great deal
of attention paid to Africa with excellent
speeches and unprecedented trips to the
continent. Unfortunately there has not
been any comparable record of significant resource commitment or tangible
accomplishments. As I write this, hun-

dreds of people in Mozambique have
died because the U.S. and Western
nations initially delayed sending emergency relief for flood victims. Earlier
hundreds of thousands of people were
killed in Rwanda while the U.S. blocked
a UN peacekeeping force. The level of
U.S.-Africa development aid has drifted
slowly downward. Progress on debt forgiveness has come at a glacial pace.
Decisions taken by the next U.S.
administration will help to determine
whether Africa can develop its resources
in peace or founder in conflict and
poverty. Development aid could build
schools, new communication centers,
roads; it could help women develop new
crops, and innoculate children against
diseases. The U.S. could exert decisive
influence to remove the debt burden
that is strangling African economic
development. Civil wars and regional

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
RECEPTION AT THE SOUTH
AFRICAN UN MISSION
D urnisani Kumalo, the South African Ambassador to the United Nations and former
AFRICA FUND Projects Director, hosted a reception on behalf of The Africa Fund towelcome Theo-Ben Gurirab, the Namibian Foreign Minister who is President of the UN
General Assembly for the 1999-2000 session. THE AFRICA FUND worked closely with Dr.
Gurirab during the years when he
served as SWAPO's UN representative during Namibia's struggle
for independence. Board, staff
and friends of THE AFRICA FUND
were Durnisani Kumalo's special
guests at the reception. From left
to right AFRICA FUND Chair
Tilden LeMelle, Executive Director Jennifer Davis, Theo-Ben
Gurirab, Durnisani Kumalo, Executive Director Emeritus George
Houser •
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conflicts could be resolved or prevented
if the U.S. would generously fund UN
peace keeping in Africa.
Africa should be in the forefront of the
debates over foreign policy in this election year but it is being ignored. You can
help to change this by writing to the Presidential candidates asking their positions
on African issues, or asking these questions whenever candidates speak. You can
write letters to the editor of your local
papers or call talk radio shows demanding that candidates speak out on Africa.
Congressional candidates should also
be asked about Africa; invite them to
speak to your church, synagogue, union
local or community organization. Africa
will only get the attention it deserves
when we demonstrate that we care
about it. THE AFRICA FUND is non-partisan and it does not endorse candidates.
But we believe that those who are going
to shape U.S. policy need to tell the voters where they stand on African issues.
So I leave THE AFRICA FUND confident
that under new leadership it will continue to raise the critical issues, always
working closely with African allies who
are profoundly engaged in Africa's current struggles to end poverty, win human
rights, build democracy and achieve
peace. That is an agenda which also resonates with millions in the U.S. who are
struggling for the same goals. One struggle, two continents.
I am sure we will meet again-as my
Mozambican friends say "A lura continua- the struggle continues." •

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE

The following two- and four-page background papers of current interest are
available for $1 each. Copies of many of
these and other briefings are available
free at www.theafricafund.org. Copies
of a brochure The Africa Fund: Building
A New U.S. Relationship with Africa is
available for distribution at meetings
and conferences free on request.
• Help End Slavery in Mauritania
• Blood and Oil: Chevron,
Clinton, and Crimes Against
Humanity in Nigeria
• Africa's Refugees: The Struggle
for Equitable Resettlement
by Seema Talwar.
• Ghana: Key Issues Shaping Its
Future by Susie Johnson, Zainae
Harvey and Charisse L. Waugh.
• Africa in Debt: Chains of Slavery in
the 21st Century by Susie Johnson
and Charisse L. Waugh.

HUMAN RIGHTS

NIGERIA: ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION
AND DANGEROUS UNREST
N igeria's new elected civilian government, which has replaced a series of military dictatorships, has inherited a devastating legacy of environmental destruction and widespread anger in the oil
rich Niger Delta. Last year, THE AFRICA
FUND sent Human Rights Coordinator
Michael Fleshman to investigate. He
reported that a recent Shell oil spill in the
Otuegwe 1 community provided a microcosm of the problems in the Delta
region. The oil spill had poisoned the village's water and destroyed fishing ponds.
Everywhere he saw naked children with
distended bellies from malnutrition. The
community leaders said that many people had become ill recently and some had
died. They believed this was the result of
drinking the polluted water.
Young men from the community took
Fleshman to see the oil spill and Shell's
clean-up efforts. At the site the oil fumes
made it difficult to breathe. Two men
from the village were standing waistdeep in the oil-soaked water trying to
mop up the spillage with cotton rags.
Other men were burning the used rags
and oil sludge sending thick black smoke
into the air. None of them had masks,
gloves, overalls or any protective equipment. For this Shell was paying $5 a day.
U.S. environmental clean-up experts
have told THE AFRICA FUND that all these
men will almost undoubtedly be dead
within 10 years. They will die from cancer or other diseases resulting from their
exposure to dangerous chemicals in the
water. The experts also told us that

attempting to soak up the oil with
rags will do absolutely nothing to
clean up the spill.
THE AFRICA FUND has repeatedly
confronted Shell representatives with
the death and destruction they are
causing. Shell refused to take any
responsibility, claiming that the spill
resulted from sabotage to the
pipeline that was buried beneath a
stream bed. The supposed saboteurs
would have had to drag scuba gear,
an underwater drill and a generator
through the swamp for miles to cut a
hole in a 16-inch pipe. Shell reached
this conclusion without carrying out
the required investigation.
Other communities through the
Niger Delta have experienced similar
damage. Fleshman visited EjamaElerme where a Shell pipeline ruptured in the 1960's catching fire and
burying a vast area under a rock-hard
crust of burnt oil. For decades the Shell hired this Nigerian villager to clean up an oil
untreated spill leached oil into the spill with nothing but rags. The company provided
ground, poisoning the community's no protective clothing or equipment.
drinking water and fishing area.
People in the Niger Delta live in
Fund that Obasanjo was talking to them
not with them. "The government is more
abject poverty, unable to decently clothe
or feed their children. The fishing
sensitive to international pressure" he
said, "than to local pressure."
grow1ds and forests they depend on are
being destroyed by pollution. They live
ALBRIGH T VISIT
next to pumping stations that generate
Before Secretary of State Madeline Almillions of dollars for the oil companies.
bright traveled to Nigeria in October THE
For decades peaceful protests have been
met with bloody repression by both govAFRICA FUND organized hwnan and civil
ernment and the oil companies. Now
rights leaders to write a letter urging her
anger and resentment are sweeping
to meet with all parties to the Delta conflict. "We ask that you go to the Delta and
through Delta communities,
often leading to violent attacks
meet with leaders of the affected communities, the major American and Euroon oil company facilities.
pean oil companies and senior ministers
DISTRUST AND
of the Obasanjo government to put the
RESENTMENT
full weight of the United States behind a
While moving ahead on other
process of peaceful and inclusive dialogue." Signatories included NAACP
urgently needed reforms, the
Chair Julian Bond, Congressional Black
new President of Nigeria, OluseCaucus leaders Donald Payne and Maxgun Obasanjo, has failed to
engage in any meaningful diaine Waters, Sierra Club head Carl Pope
and Coalition of Black Trade Unionists
logue with the Niger Delta comPresident William Lucy.
munities according to Fleshman,
who attended a meeting beAlbright did not go to the Delta. She
tween Obasanjo and leaders of
missed a significant opportunity to
the oil producing communities.
advance reconciliation and progress.
Anger and frustration in the Delta are
Ledwn Anazor Mitee, then
Acting President of the key
escalating along with attacks on oil comNigerian President 0/usegun Obesanjo with AFRICA FUND
iger
Delta
community
organipany facilities. THE AFRICA FUND is conTrustee Peter Weiss and Jennifer Davis. THE AFRICA FUND
tinuing to monitor the crisis in igeria
zation, the Movement for the
met with Obesanjo shortly after his election to express
and work for a U.S. policy that will proSurvival of the Ogoni People
concern about the human rights and environmental crisis
in the oil rich Niger Delta.
(MOSOP), told The Africa
mote inclusiveness and democracy. •
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CONNECTING AMERICANS WITH AFRICA

PUBLIC OFFICIALS FORGE
NEW TIES TO AFRICA

Above: Cyril Ndbele (center), the Speaker of the Zimbabwean Parliament, with (left to right)
Deputy Clerk Helen Dingani, Aleah Bacquie, Jennifer Davis and Lovemore Mazemo, Counselor
to the Zimbabwean Mission to the UN. Ndbele is among the many African leaders who regularly
confer with THE. AFRICA FUND when they come to the U.S.

A cross the country, public officials are
reaching out to Africa to form dynamic
new relationships. States are opening
trade offices in Africa and sending delegations to promote future commerce.
City governments are establishing new
parmerships with African cities. Mayors
and city and state legislators are speaking
out on issues that are vital to Africa's
future including debt cancellation,
human rights and expanded U.S. trade
and investment.
THE AFRICA FUND has provided these
public officials with information, contacts and resources to make such new
relationships possible. Last May Project
Director Susie Johnson attended the
Fifth African-American Summit in Ghana at the invitation of mayors and legislators with whom we work. The Africa
Fund organized a special session for U.S.

public officials to meet members of the
Ghanaian Parliament, and co-sponsored
a Ghana meeting on debt consequences
with Jubilee 2000, the world-wide campaign for debt relief.
Bringing the message back home THE
AFRICA FUND worked with public officials to translate the inspiration from
the Summit into concrete actions. Denver Mayor Wellington Webb set up partnerships with Senegalese mayors. He
successfully urged the U.S. Conference
of Mayors to support partnerships with
Ghanaian and Senegalese mayors and
debt relief for Africa. We helped Connecticut Representative Reginald Beamon plan the National Black Caucus of
State Legislators' first International
Affairs Day in November where AFRICA
FUND Trustee Salih Booker, Director of
the Council on Foreign Relations Africa

WOMEN FIGHT FOR PEACE
I n South Africa last July women from 16 African countries still engulfed or recently emerged from war, joined activists from other conflict areas to share their experiences of violence in war and in the aftermath of war. Unbroken by the horrors
they have lived through they can1e to consolidate the year-old African Women's
Anti-War Coalition, develop a Plan of Action to protect women during conflict and
make certain women can play a central role in reconciliation and peace building.
Front row (left to right): Jennifer Davis, Marguerite Coly Keny (Senegal), Marionne Benoit (Haiti). Second row: Alice Ngezahayo (Burundi), Naivele Chungue
Faustina (Angola), Lina Zedriga (Uganda). Third row: Marie Immacule Ingabire
(Rwanda), Aichatou Ben Wahab (Niger), Lona James Lowilla (Sudan), Myriam
Merlet (Haiti). Back row: Sheila Meintjes (South Africa), Martina Belie (Croatia). •
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Studies Program, gave the keynote
address. Susie Johnson outlined strategies for US cities to build ties to Africa
to a panel at the conference of the
National Black Caucus of Locally Elected Officials in August.
Through the year we organized a
series of special conferences and briefings for public officials, which began with a
conference on "Who Speaks for African
Women: Partnerships for Change" organized with Columbia University's Institute for African Studies. Responding to
the enthusiasm generated by the day's
dynamic presentations and lively debate,
Essence Magazine Editor-in-Chief Susan
Taylor told over 100 people in attendance that women in the U.S. need to
develop an agenda for supporting Africa
in the new millennium and pledged
more attention for Africa. We arranged a
special briefing by Sharon Pauling of the
U.S. Agency for International Development at the meeting of the July National
Conference of State Legislatures. She
told the legislators, "You have the power
and the position to help create the political will for resources and a long-term
commitment for Africa. Your leadership
is needed. Your voices are needed."
THE AFRICA FUND has established the
U.S.-Africa Advisory Committee of Public Officials to draw directly on their
experience. Among leading public officials who serve on the Advisory Committee are Mayor Wellington Webb,
New Orleans Mayor Marc Morial, Oregon Senator Ave! Gordly, Los Angeles
Treasurer]. Paul Brownridge, New York
Assemblyman AI Vann and Boston City
Councilor Charles Yancy. The Advisory
Council has addressed issues such as
debt relief, trade policy and human
rights. It has fostered creative new links
to Africa including school-to-school partnerships, teacher exchanges, donation
of medical supplies, computers and over
150,000 textbooks. •

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

ADDRESSING AFRICA'S DEBT CRISIS
M ozambique has been devastated by
the worst floods in human memory.
Hundreds of people have been killed. It
is estimated that 500,000 people cannot
feed themselves.
Western disaster relief was slow initially. The U.S. began by promising to
donate $475,000 . Mozambique pays
more than that every three days for debt
service. If all international lenders forgave Mozambique its debt it could commit that money to feeding and re-housing the flood victims
THE AFRICA FUND received an urgent
appeal for debt cancellation from the
Methodist Bishop of Mozambique,
Bernardino Mandlate. "More than ever
before, we call on the international community to cancel our debt immediately
so that our country can concentrate on
reconstruction of the lives of those
affected and of the destroyed infrastructures. It is unthinkable that the country
can continue to drain itself of the much
needed resources at this point in time to
service the debt which we believe that
morally and even financially has already
been paid back."
THE DEBT BURDEN

This is only one example of the grim
impact of Africa's crushing debt burden. Sub-Saharan Africa is paying more
each year to banks and international
lending institutions than for primary
education and health care combined.
Uganda, for example, must spend ten
NEW AFRICA FUND TRUSTEES
THE AFRICA FUND has added five dynamic
new members to the Board ofTrustees.
Cecelie Counts Blakey is Assistant Di rector,
Department of Education of the AFL-CIO.
Jim Cason is a journalist currently working
for LaJomada. Elliott Dawes, a lawyer,
is an Associate Professor at John Jay College
of Criminal J ustice and the Department
of African American Studies of the City
University of New York. Rozell W. "Prexy"
Nesbitt is Dean of Students at Francis W.
Parker School, Chicago. Meredeth Turshen is
an Associate Professor at Rutgers University.
AFRICA FUND TRUSTEES
Tilden]. LeMelle, CHAIR
Elizabeth Calvin, VICE CHAIR
Marvin Rich, TREASURER
Cecelie Counts Blakey
Robert Boehm
Salih Booker (On leave of absence)
Jim Cason

times more on interest payments than
on health care and education.
CAMPAIGN FOR DEBT
CANCELLATION

Last summer we organized public officials to write to Treasury Secretary
Robert Rubin to urge "dramatic action
on debt cancellation for the most impoverished countries" immediately prior to
the summit of the G-7 major industrialized countries. Mayors and legislators
subsequently wrote to President Clinton
asking him to press Congress for a substantial allocation so that the debt cancellation promised by the U.S. itself
would become effective.
The U.S. could take decisive action
for debt relief through its enormous
influence in the International Monetary
Fund and World Banl<. THE AFRICA
FUND is working with public officials
and religious leaders to convince the
administration to act effectively on debt
cancellation.
THE AFRICA FUND plays a leading role
in Jubilee 2000, the worldwide campaign
for debt cancellation. We serve on the
steering committee of]ubilee 2000/ USA
and in New York, the campaign operates
out of our office. Last year The Africa
Fund organized a series of U.S. meetings
for Kofi Klu, the Africa Coordinator of
Jubilee 2000/ UK. Project Director Susie
Johnson brought members of the Ghanaian Parliament together with Jubilee 2000
representatives during the Fifth African-

Elliott Dawes
George M. Houser
Rozell W. "Prexy" Nesbitt
Andrew Norman
Don Stillman
Meredeth T urshen
Venita Vinson
Wyatt Tee Walker
Peter Weiss
Canon Frederick B. Williams
Jennifer Davis, ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SOME PROGRESS

We are finally starting to see progress on
debt relief although much more remains
to be done. A program for poverty reduction and debt relief to heavily indebted
poor countries was adopted at the G-7
summit of industrialized nations. Agreement was reached to cancel $90 billion
in poor country debt at the World Bank/
International Monetary Fund meeting in
Seattle. This promised debt reduction
has yet to materialize because the World
Bank has been unable to agree on a strategy for poverty reduction. World Bank
President James Wolfensohm has acknowledged that many countries are
unlikely to receive the promised debt
relief this year. •
MOZAMBIQUE FLOOD RELIEF

In March THE AFRICA FUND launched
a special campaign to aid the victims
of floods in Mozambique. In the first
four weeks over $20,000 was sent to
Cruz Vermelha de Mocambique (the
Mozambique Red Cross).

UNITED METHODIST INTERNS

The General Board
of Global Ministries
of the United
Methodist Church
has enabled
Angelique Bell (top)
and Laura Bryant
to work at the
THE AFRICA F UND
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African American Summit in Ghana
We have involved our national network of religious leaders with the debt
cancellation campaign. As The Africa
Fund News goes to press, we are preparing for special services for African debt
relief on Sunday, April 9. THE AFRICA
FuND is providing information and
resources for these services.

$s111

as Mission Interns.
Laura will be with us
until200L having
returned from a year
in South Africa.
Angelique worked
with us last year after
a year in Kenya.

HUMAN RIGHTS

(continued from page I)

Dr. Wyatt Tee Walker, Senior Pastor,
Canaan Baptist Church of Christ in Harlem and a Trustee of THE AFRICA FUND.
MEETING WITH MAURITANIAN
JUSTICE MINISTER

Mauritanian justice Minister Mohammed Salim Merzoug with Aleah Bacquie at a meeting in
Washington, DC

Aleah Bacquie ( ri(?.ht) made a presentation on slavery in Mauritania to a United Methodist
Church seminar 'Breaking the Chains of Slavery Today" at the U.N. Church Center. joining
her were (left to right) Jerry Herman, Africa Coordinator for the American Friends Service
Committee; Kendra Dunbar, U.N. Church Center Intern; David Wildman, Designer of the
United Methodist Seminars; and Bakary Tandia, the President of the Committee in Defense of
Human Rights in Mauritania.

only "unofficial, voluntary servitude persists." Aleah Bacquie, Director of The
Africa Fund Faith Communities Project
which is organizing the anti-slavery
drive, commented that "There is nothing voluntary about slavery. Either one is
free or one is not."
STATEMENT BY
RELIGIOUS LEADERS

The Clinton Administration is proposing to extend new trade benefits to Mauritania and provide it debt relief. In February The Africa Fund mobilized religious leaders from 20 states and 19 organizations to write to Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright urging that trade
benefits be denied until slavery is abolished and human rights guarantees
implemented. Their letter stated that
"We, the leaders of faith congregations
throughout the United States, are
extremely troubled by the knowledge

that slavery continues to exist in Mauritania along with other human rights
abuses. We are even more concerned
that instead of highlighting the need to
eradicate this evil the U.S. has shifted
from acknowledging the existence of
slavery in Mauritania to a current position that blurs the starker realities by talking only about vestiges of slavery".
The signatories included 85 congregations, Willis Logan, Director of the
Africa Office of the National Council of
Churches, and several offices of the Episcopal, Catholic, Presbyterian, United
Church of Christ and Reformed churches. Among congregation signatories are
leaders of some of the largest African
American churches in the country,
including Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright,
Senior Pastor, Trinity United Church of
Christ in Chicago; Rev. Dr. ]. Alfred
Smith Sr., Allen Christian Temple
Church of Oakland, California and Rev.
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Responding to the growing effectiveness of Africa Fund education on this
issue, in February the Mauritanian Minister of Justice Mohammed Salim Merzoug and Ahmed ould Khalifa ould Jiddou, Mauritanian Ambassador to the
U.S. requested a meeting with Executive
Director Jennifer Davis and Faith Communities Project Director Aleah Bacquie.
THE AFRICA FUND laid out a detailed
analysis of the evidence of continued
slavery in Mauritania, presenting statements from former slaves and from
human rights leaders who have been
imprisoned for their opposition to slavery. The Minister could only repeat over
and over again that there is no slavery in
Mauritania. He claimed that everyone
who said otherwise, including the former slaves, was lying. Only the government was telling the truth.
Davis and Bacquie told him that they
would continue to work closely with the
many Mauritanian human rights antislavery activists whose determined struggle, at great personal risk, provided a picture very different from that drawn by
government officials. THE AFRICA FUND
will continue the campaign until Mauritania enforces an effective end to the
practice of human slavery.
CONFRONTING THE CANDIDATES

The weekend before the New Hampshire presidential primary Aleah Bacquie spoke to congregations throughout
the state on slavery in Mauritania. She
urged everyone to call the presidential
candidates to ask where they stood on
the issue. These engagements were covered extensively in the local press and
Bacquie met with a number of New
Hampshire public officials. She was
asked to brief the McCain campaign
staff on Mauritania.
The campaign against slavery in Mauritania is part of an overall thematic
focus on Breaking Africa's Chains
launched by the new Faith Communities
AFRICA FUND project which seeks to
build a constituency for Africa among
African American religious leaders and
their congregations and is made possible
by a grant from The Ford Foundation.
This overarching theme will enable us to
link campaigns against contemporary
slavery in Mauritania and Sudan to the
work for debt cancellation, human
rights, economic justice and peace. •

