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economic output in
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Over two-thirds of the

people in Sub-Saharan
Mrica live in rural

areas. Nevertheless,
most Mrican coun

tries are forced to

import food today. During the
colonial period Mrican

economies were geared

towards exporting raw

materials to supply Euro
pean markets and were not

geared towards growing

food for African needs.
MAURmu~ This imbalance continues

o
REUNION

today, and it is reinforced by

economic policies concentrat

ing on expanding exports.
Competition with other devel

oping nations producing similar

commodities, like coffee, copper,
and cocoa, helps keep African COW1

tries in a subordinate role in relation

to northern industrialized coW1tries.

solidate power in an

elite and to eliminate

opposition. Today a

new generation of

Africans is demanding

a "second indepen

dence," to create more

responsive political

systems open to grass

roots participation.

Agriculture accoW1ts

for about one-fifth of

SEYCHELLES,

SOURCE: UN Cartographic
Section, Map No. 3793

All figures for 1992 unless otherwise noted.

SOURCE: World Bank, World Development
Report, 1994.

t UN figure. Includes surrounding islands.

• Statistics for Sub-Saharan Mrica only.

a legacy of authoritarian rule.

Borders dissected ethnic groups.

The new governments took over the

territories defined by the colonial

powers, and consolidating a national

identity became a primary focus

after independence. In many cases,
this was used as an excuse to con-

SAO TOME a PRINCIPE

Population: over 655 million

Square Miles: 11.8 million
(three times la11Jer than the U.S.)

Life Expectancy: 52 years·

Literacy Rate: 50%· (1990)

Per Capita Income: 0

$S30/)'car * ST. HELENA

Infant Mortality
Rate: 99/1,000 births·

Agriculture as %ofGDP: 20%

UNITED STATES
Population: 255 million

Square Miles: 3.8 million

Life Expectancy: 77 years

Literac.y Rate: ove1' 95% (1990)

Per Capita Income: $23,240

Infant Mortality Rate: 9/1,000 births

Agriculture as %ofGDP: 2%

Governing systems in Mrica range
from military regimes and monar

chies to civilian single-party states
and multi-party systems with active

opposition parties.
The colonial era left Mrica with

AFRICA

POLITICAL SYSTEMS
AND ECONOMIES

!II!!~~ he African continent is made up of56 t independent countries. Climates vary fromIMediterranean to desert. Tropical rainforest occupies less than one tenth ofthe area,

and the most common landscape is open savannahgrassland. There are over 1,000

African languages; English, French, Portuguese and Arabic are also widely spoken. The

population ofindividual countries varies widely from island nations like Cape Verde with

less than 500) 000 inhabitants to Nigeria with almost 90 million.
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As the prices of raw materials and

commodities fall, the costs of manu
factured imports such as machinery

and vehicles keep going up. Africans

find they have to work harder to

buy the same goods. With debt of

some $290 billion, Africa is paying

over 25 billion a year to creditors,

almost one-third ofwhat the conti

nent earns from exports.

MILITARISM AND FAMINE
Many Americans were introduced

to Mrican famine in the 1980s by
graphic pictures of starving chil

dren in Sudan and Ethiopia. But
some countries, such as Zaire and

Angola almost never make the tele

vision screens. And the underlying

causes are rarely discussed.

Drought is one cause of famine.

But war is even more important.

Famine in Angola and
Mozambique came largely from the

years of South Mrica's war against

its neighbors. Most other Mrican

conflicts in the past 20 years were
directly fueled by the Cold War.

Even with the Cold War over, its

legacy remains, in stocks of weap

ons in conflicts in Somalia, Angola

and other countries.

THE U.S. AND
AID TO AFRICA
U.S. development assistance to the

48 countries in Sub-Saharan Mrica

is $802 million for fiscal year 1995,

out of a $13.6 billion aid budget
[budget cuts in this Congressional

session are expected to reduce both

figures by an unknown amount]' In

comparison, economic and military

aid to one country, Israel, amounts

to $3 billion. The U.S. ranks last
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among the twenty-one major do

nors of aid as a percentage of GNP

to Sub-Saharan Mrica.

Most Mrican countries depend

on loans from the International
Monetary Fund and the World

Bank. To access these funds, coun

tries must agree to a wide range of

conditions. "Structural adjustment"

conditions include loosening re

strictions on foreign investment,

concentrating on export produc

tion to pay back debts, and cutting

government subsidies for the public

sector in such areas as healtll care,

education and infrastructure devel

opment. Mrican critics say some of

the economic changes are justified

to promote efficiency, but that as a

package they block investments in

long-term development. Just as
with cutbacks for education and

public services in tlle U.S., the re

sult is to starve both the poor and

the prospects for future growth.
While many aid programs do

provide real assistance for agricultural

production, health and education,

tlle U.S. also strongly lobbies for
economic policies ofstructural ad

justment and indiscriminate privati

zation. These policies lU1dermine tlle

long-term development ofAfrican

human and economic resources.

ENVIRONMENT
Africa, like much of the world, faces

a range of environmental problems.

The reliance on commodities for

export has resulted in conversion of

large tracts of land for agricultural

production, upsetting the natural

environmental balance. Together
with the use of fuelwood, this has

produced a rapid rate of deforesta-

tion, and in some areas, desertifica

tion. Mrica accounts for 60 percent

of worldwide deforestation. But

pressures to stabilize the economy

in tlle short rWl, by generating for

eign exchange, leave little room for

dealing witll long-term environ

mental issues.

JOBS AND JUSTICE
For tlle transnational companies,

Mrica is of interest mainly as a sup

plier of raw materials. In some

countries, such as Morocco and

South Mrica, foreign companies

from Europe and the U.S. have also

sought cheap labor abroad, shut

ting down factories at home. Most

of Mrica's people are written off as

marginal, wIllie cutbacks in basic
services undermine even tlle pros

pects of foreign investment.

Mricans today are taking the

initiative, in grassroots develop
ment organizations and in democ

racy movements demanding that

their government serve the people.

Success could create new markets
for tlle U.S., based on genuine eco

nomic partnerships. But in Mrica,

as in the U.S., that kind of progress

can only come from investment in

the future.
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