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Congressional Leadership Plans to 
Eliminate Special Aid Fund for Africa 

A prominent leader in the U.S. Senate is continuing to insist on abol ishing the 
Development Fund for Africa (DFA) , the special foreign aid fund which guarantees Afr ica 
money for roads , schools, immunization programs, and water purification for people in 
t he villages . 

In December, Senator Mitch McConnell, who chairs the Appropriations Committee 
subcommittee that approves money for foreign aid, argued "I have a hard time justifying 
expenditures in most of the African continent .. . I know they have enormous problems, 
but I have a hard time finding an American national interest." 

In February, despite protests from members of the Black Caucus, several national 
newspapers, prominent national organizations and hundreds of letters from activists 
around the country, Senator McConnell continued to insist on moving ahead with plans 
to eliminate the Development Fund for Africa. 

Background on the Development Fund for Africa 

The Development Fund for Africa was first proposed in the mid-1980s to block 
Reagan administration efforts to divert several hundred million dollars away from Afr ica . 
Congress appropriated $802 million for the Development Fund for Africa last year out of 
a total foreign aid budget of $13.6 billion. Although this aid program could be improved, 
it the Congress takes away the Development Fund for Africa the, important projects 
currently being funded will be eliminated and the opportunity to improve this program 
will be lost . 

Current Situation 

President Bill Clinton has included $802 million in funding for the Development Fund 
for Africa in his budget proposal presented to Congress in early February and has vowed 
to maintain the DFA. But the Republican leadership in Congress has already declared 
Clinton's budget "dead on arrival" and is determined to re-write the Cl inton proposals . 
Several members of the Republican leadership have said that in the search for funds to 
support their "Contract with America" foreign aid funding will have to be cut . 

Senator McConnell's draft legislation eliminates special earmarked funds for Africa 
and for population activities and reduces the funding available for the United Nations. 
But the K entucky Senator's proposals continue to set aside, or earmark, large amounts 
of money. for thE}' Middle East and Eastern Europe. Several other Republican foreign aid 
proposals are being drafted, although none at the moment include funds for the 
Development Fund for Afr ica. 

Without specific protections for Africa there is a growing danger that in a time of 
shrinking resources for foreign aid the Africa budget will be further cut. Write the Senate 
and House subco~J~mittee chairs responsible for approving foreign aid. Ask them to 
include a specific ear marked amount for Africa. 

Sen-ftor Mitch McConnell · 
Subcommittee on Inti. Operations 
US Senate 
W~s)li ngton DC 20510 
Fax: (202) 224-2499 

Rep. Sonny Callahan 
Subcommittee on Inti. Operations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 2051 5 
Fax: (202) 225-0562 

Send a copy to your Member of Congress, Senators and The Africa Fund . Febru ary 10 . 1995 
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