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EDITORIAL 

THE QUESTION FOR 1987 IS WHAT 
WILL BE U.S. EFFORTS FOR PEACE 
IN THE WORLD? ONE AREA OF THE 
WORLD THAT DESERVES OUR EFFORTS 
IS THE WESTERN SAHARA. FOR 11 
YEARS THE SAHRAWI PEOPLE HAVE 
BEEN BATTLING TO KEEP MOROCCO 
FROM TAKING THEIR TERRITORY. 
FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS INTER
NATIONAL BODIES HAVE BEEN CALL
ING FOR DECOLONIZATION OF THE 
TERRITORY. THE OAU, THE UN, 
THE NON-ALIGNED NATIONS HAVE A 
PEACE PROCESS. THE U.S. SHOULD 
HELP IN ITS IMPLEMENTATION. 

The New Year is upon us and the war in Western Sahara goes on. Eleven years of war •.... 
Eleven years of suffering for the Sahrawis and for the Moroccan people. A blind spot 
continues in the U.S. approach to the war. Despite official protestations of neutrality 
in the conflict, it seems quite clear from a series of hearings over the years that cer
tain U.S. officials and some parts of the U.S. government bear responsibility for initial 
support of Morocco in its irredentist claims and subsequent support of Morocco in its 
armed conflict in the Western Sahara. 

The same kinds of behind-the-scenes machinations that have involved U.S. officials in 
illegal acts in the Iran-Contra affair today have apparently taken place over the past 
eleven years with regards to Morocco's attempt to annex the Western Sahara in defiance of 
international law. If some of the acts by U.S. officials have not actually been illegal, 
they have certainly wavered along that line. 

So-called friendship with Morocco has been proffered as a reason for U.S. support of 
Morocco in this conflict. One can have a variety of friends, but friendship should never 
be a reason for assisting a friend in an illegal act. Helping a friend to rape makes one 
a rapist under the law. Helping a friend to illegally seize property makes one legally a 
thief. This is true on both individual and national levels. 

It is time that U.S. protestations about a belief in democracy, in peoples' rights to self
determination, in law, be made concrete in attempts to bring Morocco to the negotiating 
table with the Polisario F,ront. The hypocrisy of freedom for U.S. citizens and servitude 
for the rest of the world if it suits our interests will destroy the U.S. and its tradi
tions. There must be some correlation between belief and action if our nation is not to 
break apart. 



NEWS NOTES SINCE THE LAST LETTER 

Three SWISS parliamentarians, Fran~oise Pit
teloud of Lausanne, Fran~ois Borel of Neucha
tel and Paul Rechsteiner of Saint-Gall visited 
the Western Sahara October 25-30, 1986. One 
of the objects of their visit was to see the 
"wall" from the Sahrawi side . and to learn 
Sahrawi response to this barrier (invented by 
American and French military advisers) to 
Polisario Landrover attacks. Sahrawis ex
plained after showing their visitors part of 
the wall that they now dig up the minefield 
terrain in front of the wall, go through the 
barbed wire and attack from the rear. They 
also replace the mines recovered in Moroccan 
troop areas. 

These members of the Swiss Parliament also re
ported that a mutiny of 600 Moroccan soldiers 
of the 3rd and 6th Regiments in the region of 
Zak was finally ended when King Hassan's son 
Mohamed agreed to talk with them. At the time 
of the talk they gave up their arms. There 
has been no news of these 600 men since that 
date. 

The Swiss visitors also reported that a group 
of five Israeli generals had visited the Mo
roccan defense walls in Western Sahara. This 
was the second visit of Israelis to the area. 
It is believed that the Israelis have been 
asked by King Hassan to devise a new way to 
keep the wall from being breached. The King's 
son, Mohamed accompanied the Israeli generals. 
(Ed. Here we go again--Iran---Contras---Is
rael). 

The members of Parliament also reported that 
the International Committee of the Red Cross 
has not been permitted to visit Sahrawi pris
oners in Morocco. 

John DAMIS reports in a monograph, "US-Arab 
Relations: The Moroccan Dimension," that the 
percentage of U.S. grant assistance (as op
posed to loans) has doubled from the years 
1980-83 (33%) to 65% in the budget for fiscal 
year 1986. Proposed 1987 military aid is 
$10 million guaranteed loan for military sales, 
$60 million grant in the Military Assistance 
Program and $1.85 million in the International 
Military Education and Training Program. The 
total percentage of proposed grant for 1987 is 
68%. The total percentage of grant was 46% in 
1984, 57% in 1985 and 65% in 1986. What is 
not clear from the US figures is if any of the 
'economic development monies are being used in 
the Western Sahara. It seems clear that the 
military funds are. - , 
In 1984 the Polisario Front unilaterally re
leased 10 Moroccan prisoners of war as a ges
ture of goodwill. This is one of several sub-

sequent goodwill efforts by the Polisario 
Front to end the suffering of the prison
ers. December 10, 1986 Mohamed Sidati of 
the Polisario Front noted in Europe that 
the Polisario Front and the Sahrawi govern
ment "moved by a real concern for peace and 
respect for human rights, suggested the ex
change of prisoners of war with Morocco. I 

There has been no response from Morocco. 

The Sixth Congress of the Pan-African Or
ganization of Women which met in Luanda, 
Angola from September 22-27 adopted a reso
lution supporting the struggle of the Sah
rawi people and condemning the Moroccan oc
cupation of the SADR. 

NON-ALIGNED RESOLUTION 
The following political declaration was made at the eighth 
conference of heads of state or government of Non-Aligned 
countries in Harare, Zimbabwe, at its summit meeting held 
from August to September 1986. 

VII WESTERN SAHARA 

119. The Heads of State or Government were deeply concerned 
over the continuing conflict in Western Sahara. They con
sidered that the existing situation in that territory posed a 
serious threat to peace, security and stability in the entire 
region. They reaffirmed that the question of Western Sahara 
constituted a problem of decolonization and could only be 
solved when the people of Western Sahara exercised their 
inalienable right to self-determination and independence. 

120. The Heads of State or Government were convinced that 
the solution of the question of Western Sahara lay in the 
implementation of resolution AHG/104 adopted by the 
Nineteenth Conference of Heads of States and Government of 
the Organization of African Unity, and resolution 40/50 of the 
United Nations General Assembly which established the ways 
and means to reach a just and definite solution to the conflict 
in Western Sahara. 

121. They deplored the fact that all the efforts made to find 
a peaceful settlement to the conflict in Western Sahara had 
achieved no success and strongly urged the parties to the 
conflict, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Polisario Front to 
hold direct negotiations with a view to reaching a cease-fire 
and creating the necessary conditions for a just and peaceful 
referendum free from any administrative or military pressure 
and conducted under the auspices of the Organization of 
African Unity and the United Nations. 

122. In this regard, the Heads of State or Government 
expressed their satisfaction at the efforts by the Chairman of 
the OAU and the United Nations Secretary-General to 
promote the implementation of these resolutions and urged 
them to persevere in their efforts to reach a just and lasting 
solution to the problem of Western Sahara. 

123. Noting with satisfaction the process of joint mediation 

begun by the Chairman of the OAU and the United Nations 
Secretary-General on 9 April 1986 in New York with a view to 
implementing the resolution mentioned above, the Heads of 
State or Government called upon Morocco and the Polisario 
Front to show the necessary political will to achieve the 
implementation of those resolutions. 



UNITED 
NATIONS 

General Assembly 

Forty-first session 
FOURTH OOMMITTEE 
Agenda item 19 

A/C.4/4l/L.2 
13 October 1986 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE 
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Benin, 
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic 
Yemen, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, India, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama, Papua New Guinea,_ 
Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Uganda, United Repuhlic of 
Tanzania, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia and Zambia: draft 

resolution 

QUESTION OF WESTERN SAHARA 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered in depth the question of Western Sahara, 

Recalling the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination and 
independence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter of the 
United Nations and in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peopl es , 

Recalling its resolution 40/50 of 2 December 1985 on the Question of Western 
Sahara, 

Recalling resolution AHG/Res.104 (XIX) on Western Sahara, .!/ adopted by the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at 
its nineteenth ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 6 to 12 June 1983, 

1/ For text, see resolution 38/40, para. 1. 
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Noting with appreciation the section concerning Western Sahara in the 
Political Declaration adopted by the Eighth Conferen c e of Heads of State and 
Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at Harare from 1 to 6 September 1986, 

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 2/ 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on the question of Western 
Sahara, 1/ 

Noting with appreciation the joint good offices process initiated in New York 
on 9 April 1986 by the current Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity and the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations with a view to implementing resolution AHG/Res.104 (XIX) of the 
Organization of African Unity and General Assembly resolution 40/50, 

1 . Reaffirms that the question of Western Sahara is a Question of 
decolonization which remains to be completed on the basis of the exercise by the 
people of Western Sahara of their inalienable right to self-determination and 
independence; 

2 . Reaffirms also that the solution of the question of Western Sahara lies 
in the impl e mentation of resolution AHG/Res.l04 (XIX) of the Assembly of Heads of 
State a nd Government of the Organization of African Unity, which establishes ways 
and means for a just and definitive political solution to the Western Sahara 
c o nflict; 

3 . Again requests , to that end, the two parties to the conflict, the Kingdom 
of Morocco and the Frente Popular para la Liberacion de Saguia el-Hamra y de RIO de 
Oro , to undertake direct negotiations, in the shortest possible time, with a view 
to br i nging about a cease-fire to create the necessary conditions for a peaceful 
and fai r r e ferendum for self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, a 
referendum without any admin i strative or military constraints, under the auspices 
of the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations; 

4. Welcomes the efforts of the current Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African Unity and the Secretary-General 
of the Unit e d Nations to promote the just and definitive solution of the question 
of Western Sahara, in conformity with General Assembly resolution 40/501 

5. Invites the current Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity and the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to continue to exert every effort to persuade the two parties to the 

2/ A/4l/23 (Part VI), chap. IX, sect. B.l. 

1/ A/41/673. 

/ ... 
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conflict, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popular para la Liberacion de 
Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro, to negotiate, in the shortest possible time and in 
conformity with resolution AHG/Res.l04 (XIX) of the Organization of African Unity, 
General Assembly resolution 40/50 and the present resolution, the terms of a 
cease-fire and the modalities for organizing the said referendum; 

6. Appeals to the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popular para la 
Liberaci6n de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro to display the political will 
necessary to implement resolution AHG/Res.104 (XIX) of the Organization of African 
Unity, General Assembly resolution 40/50 and the present resolution; 

7. Reaffirms the determination of the United Nations to co-operate fully 
with the Organization of African Unity with a view to implementing the relevant 
decisions of that organization, in particular resolution AHG/Res.104 (XIX); 

8. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples to continue to consider the situation in Western Sahara as a 
matter of priority and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
forty-second session; 

9. Invites the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity to 
keep the Secretary-General of the united Nations informed of the progress achieved 
in the implementation of the decisions of the Organization of African Unity 
relating to Western Sahara; 

. 10:' tnvites the Secretary-'General to follow the situation in Western Sahara 
closely with a view to the implementation of the present resolution and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-second session. 

176 , 

FORTY-fIRST 

PlENARY MEETZ NO 

RESULTS OF UN GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY VOTE 

MEETING NO. 52 

SUBJECT: IlJESTI(t4 OF I£STERN SAHARA 

A/4117bO 

RECORDED 
98 YES 

VOTE 
o 00 44 ABSTAIN RESOLUTION 41/16 

GENERAl ASSEHBL Y 

31/10/86 -11:17 AM 

VOTE NO. 5 ITEH NO. 19 



SPSC SENDS- MONEY TO CARITAS FOR MILK 

Contributions made to the SPSC for milk for 
Sahrawi refugee chi l dren has been mailed to 
Caritasas this Letter is being printed . 
Those who have contributed should know that all 
of the money they send goes directly to milk. 
Both the SPSC Letter and Caritas cover any 
opera t ional expenses thr ough other funds. 
Agai n, many t hanks to t hose of you whose con
cern for the Sahrawi chiildren has been ex
pressed in even a small gift. 

SPSC will con t inue to collect funds to send 
to Caritas in Algiers t o purchase milk for 
Sahrawi children. As the number of refugees 
continues t o increase, the number of children 
and t he need f or milk increases. 

If you want t o give funds in another way , 
s e e the no t ice of Western Sahara Campaign, USA 
tha t i s reprinted on this page. This is a 
second way t o assist the Sahrawi refugees. 
What counts is not how much you can give, but 
your willingness to assist the Sahrawis with 
t he means you have. 

The over 185,000 Sahrawi refugees thank you. 
We thank you a s well. 

Dear SPSC Letter, 

Enclosed is my check/money order made to 
the order of SPSC Letter/Milk for Sahrawis . 
I would like to help the Sahrawi children . 

Sincerely, 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip code 

Mail your checks or money orders to SPSC 
Letter, 217 E. Lehr Avenue, Ada, Ohio 
45810. 

If you would like to receive a poster of 
the Sahrawi state anniversary, check the 
box belowl 

Please send me a poster. r====:J 

Appeal from the Sahara 
For 10 years, war has forced 165 000 Sahrawis to 
live as refugees in the barren des'ert of South West 
Algeria . While the Polisario Front, their liberation 
movement, fights for their return to their homeland, 
their humanitarian organisation, the Sahrawi Red 
Crescent, has succeeded in establishing national 
agricultural health and education systems staffed 
exclusively by Sahrawis. 

But the Red Crescent is stretched to the limit to 
take care of the basic needs of the refugees. They 
desperately need your support to provide food, 
blankets, clothes, medicines and educational 
materials. Even the smallest donation will be used 
exclusively to meeting these needs. 

Please send checks, payable to Sahrawi Red 
Crescent, to : 

Refugee Appeal 
Western Sahara Campaign, USA 
Box 20745 
New York, NY 10025 

Further information on the Sahrawi refugees and the 
work of the Western Sahara campaign is available 
also from this address. 



UPDATE ON PUBLICATIONS 

NEW RELEASES: 

1. Sixth Congress of The Polisario Front, 
December 7-10, 1985, SADR, 1986. (In 
English.) Available from SADR Mission to 
the UN & North America. 

This document contains the Political Manifes
to and the National General Program of Action 
of the SADR as well as letters sent by the 
SADR to the Moroccan people and to King Has
san. Also included are a series of motions 
by the Congress. 

2. Fueling the Fire: U.S. Policy & The West
ern Sahara Conflict, Leo Kamil, The Red 
Sea Press (Current Issues, No •. 1), ISSN: 
890-3905, 1986. 

The author is a Sahrawi active in the strug
gle for national independence who has close
ly followed U.S. policy in the Maghreb. The 
book has five chapters: US-Moroccan Rela
tions, First U.S. Approach, Carter's Burden
some Legacy, Morocco Lobbying in Washington, 
The Reagan Administration and the War. There 
is a conclusion, a bibliography and three 
appendices. The conclusion notes that "Wa
shington's unconditional military, political, 
economic and diplomatic support of Moroccan 
positions has hindered American relations 
with other North African countries and frus
trated the international community's peace
ful efforts. It is a fatal mistake for the 
U.S. not to distinguish its own interests in 
an entire region from that of a single state." 

Cloth: $12.95; paper: $4.95. 

3. Human Rights Internet Reporter, September 
1986. 

This issue contains articles on human rights 
issues, bibliographies and news. It's an 
important publication for persons interested 
in human rights issues. 

NEWSLETTERS: 

1. Nouvelles Sahraouies, No. 42, Decembre 
1986. Comite Suisse de soutien au peuple 
saharaoui, CP 177, Geneve 8. 

This issue contains part of the report of 
three Swiss parliament members who visited 
the Western Sahara in October 1986. Also in
cluded is a brief report of the 12th Meeting 
of the European Conference of Coordination 
and Support for the Sahrawi People. This is 
one of the most informative of the European 
Suport Group Newsletters. 

2. Western Sahara Newsletter (No.8), 
November 1986 (ENGLAND). 

This issue contains documents including 
the Non-Aligned Resolution on Western Sa
hara and a reprint of an interview with 
Mahfoud Ali Beiba (Chair of the Foreign 
& Information Committee of the Polisario 
Front) taken from West Africa magazine, 
of October 13, 1986. This newsletter 
is an excellent source of information on 
events in the SADR and in Europe. 

3. Western Sahara Campaign News, Spring 
1986 and Special 1986, WSC, USA. 

These issues contain information on WSC 
activities, documents and news articles. 
A good source of information. Consider 
joining WSC, USA. 

RECENT PAPERS: 

1. Papers from the 1986 ASA Annual Meeting. 
The following papers were given at 
ACAS sessions. Many of the papers will 
be available in the ASA Collection. A 
book to be published this year should al
so contain these papers and others. 

A. Legal Issues of the Conflict in Western 
Sahara, Teresa K. Smith. 

B. The Human Costs of the War in Western 
Sahara, Anne Lippert. 

C. Maghrebi Cooperation and the Western 
Sahara War, David Addams. 

D. Spain & France and Western Sahara De
colonization, Parity & Paradox 1975-
1986, Phillip C. Naylor. 

E. U.S. Foreign Policy Toward North Africa: 
The Decision to Sell Defensive Weapons 
to Morocco, Azzeddine Layachi. 

F. The OAU Role: Conflict Resolution for 
Western Sahara, James N. Kurugu. 

2. Paper from the International Conference 
on Moroccan-American Relations (Old Do
minion University, November 13-15, 1986). 
The conference was co-sponsored by Old 
Dominion and Mohamed V University in 
Raba t, Morocco. 

A. The United States and Morocco: The Dy
namics of a Special Relationship, Ste
phen Zunes. (The papers from the con
ference are to be published in Morocco 
for distribution in the U.S.) 

Addresses for correspondence concerning 
these items can be obtained from SPSC. 



FROM WESTER~S~ARA NEWSLETTER---ENGLAND 

Unsung hero of Sahara 
The Peoples Diary in the British newspaper, The 

Guardian, compared the Earl of Winchilsea to 'Saint' Bob 
Geldof, because of the work he is doing in the UK to support 
the Saharawis. Here we reproduce the text of the article, 
which appeared under the above heading in the September 5 
edition of the newspaper. 

'It would be difficult to envisage the 16th Earl of 

Winchilsea splashing on designer stubble and rasping 'Give me 
your moneyl'. But on the sliding scale of goodly deeds, the 
Liberal peer's current undertaking almost ranks beside Saint 
Bob's. 

With scarcely a word to a naughty world, the 49-year-old 
Christopher Denys Stormont Finch Hatton has persuaded the 
National Health Service to let him cart away eight container 
loads of hospital beds, mattresses, chairs, X-ray machines, 
surgical instruments, bedpans and hundreds of other items_ 

'It's a sad comment on the state of the NHS: he says. 
'In one hospital there were 17 wards that had closed, all full 
of stuff that was not necessarily obsolete. Some of it was 
brand new.' 

Joan of Arc's mission began with bells, Geldof's' before a 
TV set. In the jazz-loving peer's case it was a Liberal freebie 
in February to the 10th anniversary beano of the Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic in the Algerian desert_ Until then, 
he dispute between Morocco and Polisario in the Western 

Sahara had not greatly impinged on the Earl's party responsi
bilitiesJ~_t_~,: _~?~ds for cab drivers and tape piracy_ In fact, he 

admits, he was totally unaware that a war had been in progress 
for 10 years. 

Impressed by the tented self-sufficiency of the 185,000 
refugees and the justice of their cause, he returned in April 
with the Conservative peer Lord Wise. He was aghast at the 
ill-equipped 'national hospital' near Tindouf. 'To them it's a 
miracle it exists. But conditions are awful. There's a constant 
wind that whips up sand, so they close the shutters. The sand 
gets into the diesel generator and the place is plunged into 
darkness for hours.' 

On his return he wrote to every area health authority in 
Britain. 'The response was overwhelming: he says. Shipment is 
going on. With the exception of War on Want, the British aid 
agencies have steered clear of what Winchilsea calls, a political 
minefield. So, too, had the main parties, beyond ritual noises. 
The Government line is to support Morocco's position. 

Which is why the two lords are founding their own 
charity, the Saharawan Trust, to be run by a Liberal researcher, 
Kevin Cahill, and Polisario's London representative. It already 
contains 10,000 pairs of shoes donated by a manufacturer, and 
a promise by the Irish government to match in cash whatever 
can be raised by Irish aid agencies. A bcnefit rock concert is 
part of their next phase of providing education equipment. 

'The Saharawans have done a great deal to help them
selves and have achieved remarkable results: he says. 'But we 
cannot ignore them any longer. They deserve our help.' 

'Morocco Wants the 

War to Escalate' 

THE SPSC LETTER is published about 4 times 
a year, at 217 E. Lehr Avenue, Ada, Ohio. 
Persons w~shing to receive the letter are 
asked to give a donation of $5 to cover 
production and mailing costs. If you have 
not yet contr ibuted this year, send your 
donation to the above address. 

The SPSC LETTER now has an ISSN number. 
ISSN 089l-608X. 

Another way to help disseminate information 
about the conflict in Western Sahara is to 
provide a subscription to the SPSC LETTER 
for your local library. As copies are 
available of back issues, they will be pro
vided . 

A new year's resolution, easy to fulfill, 
is to let one more person know of the 
struggle of the Sahrawi people. 

Fueling the Fire 

Curr~"1 'nun ~triu ","0 I ~ 

ISSN: .YO · J90~ C7 

Fueling the Fire 
U_S_ Policy & 

The Western Sahara Conflict 
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