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Frederick J Gaiser, Professor of Old Testament at
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN reflected on his
extended stay in Zimbabwe with St. Paul's Zimbabwe
Program. Excerpts from his writings seemed fitting
for this Season of Lent.

The primary value of being in Africa is being in
Africa. In this case, "being" means living there: for a
time, at least, plighting one's troth. The Zimbabwe Pro
gram offers something different from tourism, atten
dance at a conference, or making an ecclesiastical visit,
as valuable as those things might be. To be in
Zimbabwe for an extended period means to have to fig
ure out how to live there, to come to terms with the cul
tural, familial, social, religious, economic, and political
structures, to learn to make one's way in that society, for
it is the only society one has.

The Mrican experience gives occasion for one to re
examine one's life. There are times in Mrica when one
recognizes profoundly the tenuous nature of existence,
when the veneer we apply so carefully in the west is
peeled back. And then there is nothing at all to rely
upon except the love and goodwill of other human beings
and the grace and providence of God. This is a moving
and humbling reality. In a semi-cynical moment I wrote
in my journal, "Of course Africa is a spiritual continent.
There's just one heck of a lot to pray about!" There's a
heck of a lot to pray about here in the US as well. The
gift of Mrica is making one realize that in a new way.

A more significant, communal spiritual experience is
given through contact with the African church. I don't
want to be sentimental or naive here. No doubt, African

"Crucifixion" by Namibian Artist John Muafangejo

Christianity has its own problems and surely its owr.
special challenges, but still, there was something dis
arming about the directness of people's faith and tht
ease with which they spoke of it and lived it. I presume
this has something to do with living closer to a first
naivete, where God is seen as a player in daily life in
ways that we have become too sophisticated or too ana
lytical to name.

Stone-sculptor Bernard Takawira's lament about hif
last visit to the US-of not knowing how to live amonf
people who, day in and day out, make no mention 0

God-was a telling moment. I am a Christian who
believes in God, but as a late twentieth century
American, my daily sense of the universe's cause and
effect is remarkably secular. Mrica's appreciation ofthe
reality of God was moving and, I hope, infectious.
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Angela Shannon, a 1996 graduate of Lutheran
School of Theology, has accepted a call to pastor the
Augustana Lutheran Church in Houston, Texas. We're
thankful for her personal reflection on her trip to
Zimbabwe for CIBL.

As the jet-lagged US contingent of the Conference of
International Black Lutherans (CIBL) spilled out of
the plane in Harare, those of us who had never been to
Africa were instantly identifiable. We had the dazed "I
don't believe I'm here!" expressions on our faces. Some
of us giggled with delight. A friend shrieked, "Angie
look!" as she cradled the reddish Mother Mrica earth in
her hands.

The CIBL Conference, "Poverty and Plenty: A
Lutheran Perspective on Bridging the Gap Between
Rich and Poor," began the following day. Towards the
end of each evening of the conference, Will Hertzfeld
would ask, "What do you now know about yourselfthat
you didn't know at 5:00 this morning?" In jest I'd tell
him that I knew that I was sleepy! I was waging a
valiant battle with jet lag because I had determined not
to let it best me.

When we were given a free day, four of us chose to
go to the Great Zimbabwe National Monument. Great
Zimbabwe are the ruins of a fortress: a great fortified
city that once housed over ten thousand people! We
decided to climb to the summit and get a view from the
watchtower. It was a strenuous ascent. As the scenery
from the summit crested into view, I forgot that I was
tired and burst into tears. It was so beautiful. There
were huts, lakes, and greenery as far as the eye could
see. I thought to myself, this is were God lives.

On our descent, we walked through the ruins exam
ining how the stones were intricately placed without
mortar or cement. Sermon illustrations began to leap
forward. What praise songs would these rocks sing?
What would they cry out? Great Zimbabwe was indeed

a mighty fortress. This fortress was constructed hewn
rock by hewn rock, not by some mythical Africans pro
duced by my vain imaginings to satisfy a deep-seated
hunger for a homeland, but by real Africans that prob
ably looked much like me.

This situated me in a larger story beyond the
American institution of chattel slavery. African
Americans are yet reeling from its impacts. We were
told that we were sub-humans lacking any kind of cul
ture or technology. God speaks differently and affirms
the Imago Dei in all people. My faith tells me so. But
on that sweltering day, the rocks did cry out and tes
tify that I am part of a great story, a great Mrican
story. As we continued our descent, hot salty tears
mingled with Mrican dust rolled down my face but the
cool touch of the hewn rocks assured me that I was all
right and I was home indeed.

Imagine the conversation Will and I had that day
when he asked, "What do you now know about your
self that you didn't know at 5:00 this morning?"

Great Zimbabwe National Monument
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COMPANION SYNODS
Metropolitan Washington DC Synod--Namibia
ELCIN and ELCRN

The "Missionary from Namibia" project ofthe Metro
DC Synod brings a Namibian pastor to Washington DC
for two months of ministry each year. The missionary
spends a week in each of eight participating congrega
tions. Following preaching on Sunday, the Namibian
pastor meets with various church groups throughout
the week. Each congregation provides lodging and
meals for the week plus an additional $250 to cover air
fare, health insurance, and an honorarium.

In October-November 1996, Pastor Nikann
Shvukwanyama (ELCIN) ministered in the Metro DC
Synod. According to Pastor Linn Opderbecke of St.
Andrew Lutheran Church (Centerville, VA), Pastor
Shvukwanyama, who had never flown or seen a
movie before this trip, adjusted very well and made
amazing contributions during the two months. He is
the fourth "Missionary from Namibia" to visit the
synod and already congregations are planning for the
1997 missionary.

The Synod Namibia Task Force also prepares a list
of mission project proposals for distribution to synod
congregations. A recent list included requests for a
used communion set, stewardship books, and scholar
ship assistance for Namibian students studying at
Lutheran schools in the US.

Metropolitan Chicago Synod-Central Diocese
ELCSA

February 2 was designated as Companion Synod
Sunday in the Metro Chicago Synod. A prayer for the
day and greetings from Bishop Buthelezi were distrib
uted to all congregations. An invitation to send a dele
gation to Chicago was extended to the Central Diocese
and plans are being made to welcome the Bishop and his
delegation this summer.

Companion Synods of the ELCA and
Churches in Southern Africa

Montana Synod-Cape Orange Diocese ELCSA
Southwestern Minnesota Synod-South Eastern Diocese ELCSA
Metropolitan Chicago Synod-Central Diocese ELCSA
East-Central Synod of Wisconsin-Western Diocese ELCSA
Northeastern Ohio Synod-Northern Diocese ELCSA
Caribbean Synod-Eastern Diocese ELCSA
Northeastern Iowa Synod-Namibia ELCRN
Southwest Washington Synod-Namibia ELCIN
Metropolitan Washington, DC Synod-Namibia ELCIN,ELCRN
New Jersey Synod-Namibia ELCRN
Upstate New York Synod-Zimbabwe ELCZ

Sister Seminary Relationship Established
A 1991 self-study in preparation for the visit of an evalu

ation team to Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia (LTSP) recommended that a relationship with
a Lutheran seminary in English-speaking Africa be explored.
In 1992, in connection with the seminary's globalization trav
el seminar to South Africa and Namibia, seminary represen
tatives opened discussions regarding a relationship with the
Lutheran Theological Seminary in South Africa. Due to cir
cumstances in South Africa, it took until 1995 to secure all
the necessary approvals for the agreement.

In April 1996, Dean James Kenneth Echols,
Professor Richard N. Stewart, and Ms. Dawn Stewart,
an associate in ministry, visited the seminary located at
Umphumulo in South Africa's Kwa-Zulu/Natal Province.
The trip's purpose was to celebrate the relationship as
well as to make specific plans for its implementation.
With Professor Stewart preaching in the chapel and
Dean Echols presenting gifts from the LTSP community
to the one in Umphumulo, the sister seminary relation
ship began. The visiting LSTP faculty also met with the
faculty of the seminary which is owned by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa. Plans
were made during the trip to implement faculty and stu
dent exchanges, exchange of publications, and coopera
tive library work over the next several years.
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It's Resolution Time!
A phone call to the SAN office today announced that

youth in the Delaware-Maryland Synod are writing a
resolution about landmines for their synod assembly. A
request arrived last week for a sample resolution for a
synod that missed passing one last year. Keep up the
good work!

The New Jersey Synod did pass a resolution calling
for a ban on landmines last year, but they were omitted
from the synods listed in an earlier newsletter. Did we
miss any others?

Many of the resolutions called on members to write
to President Clinton. This page include some sugges-::"
tions for such a letter.

Lest we Grow Weary
Recently we received letters from two SAN members,

both encouraging us to keep up our advocacy work:

"Let us flood Washington with our concern and may
we be a voice for the voiceless. In II Cor. 5:20 St. Paul
states, 'So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making
His appeal through us.' "

Ruth Jorenby from Wisconsin

"In case there is a temptation to get discouraged and
give up on issues as a result of the present political cli
mate, it is useful to remember that the beginning of seri
ous diplomatic dialogue between the USA and the ANC
occurred when Ronald Reagan was our President and
George Shultz our Secretary of State. Those men would
not have acted on their own without extensive citizen
input. Even dedicated representatives of the wealthy
ana the powerfurcanDe induced to listen to-reason...."

Carl Jakobsson from Washington
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~V~VA~~
Letter Writing

On January 17, 1997, the Clinton administration
decided to negotiate a landmines ban through the
Conference on Disarmament rather than join the
Ottatwa process. It is important that President Clinton
hear now from people who feel we cannot wait for
decades to ban landmines.

Some supporters have indicated that recent letters
to the President have been answered in a half-hearted
manner with little attention paid to the content of thier
questions. Persevere and make your letters as specific
and personal as you can! Alert your representative and
senator to the fact that the- President won't ban mines
now and ask them to support our goal. Give a copy of
your correspondence to local media or write a letter to
the editor. News editors need to know that we appreci
ate thier running stories on landmines.

Sample Letter

President William J Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

I congratulate you on your inauguration to a second
presidential term and welcome the support you
expressed for an international ban on anti-personnel
landmines in your State ofthe Union address. I applaud
your administration's recent decision to permanently
ban the export and transfer of anti-personnel mines.

I am deeply disappointed, however, that recently you
chose a slower and half-hearted approach to perma
nently eliminating this weapon. By opting for treaty
negotiations at the UN Conference on Disarmament
(CD) rather than the diplomatic initiative aimed at the
signing of a ban treaty in Ottawa, Canada in December
1997, you contradict your call at the UN General
Assembly for a ban "as soon as possible" and risk sabo
taging motion towards an international ban. By 'opting
for the CD, you have signaled that the US cannot
renounce use of anti-personnel mines any time soon.

Momentum for a worldwide ban is growing rapidly. I
urge you to show global leadership by actively and pos
itively participating in the Ottawa process and by sign
ing the international treaty in December of this year.
Strong global leadership should be accompanied by bold
domestic steps: I urge you to renounce US production
and use of this insidious weapon now. Only through
bold steps can we save future generations from the ter
rible scourge caused by landmines.

Sincerely,
(your name)



Inspiration
I'll never forget the day, I was very new to the struggle and a friend invited me to the United
Women's Organization launch. The chair asked for discussion from the floor...no one
spoke... then a frail old woman in a wheelchair started speaking. Everyone was suddenly quiet
while she spoke these powerful words:

You who have no words. speak.
You who have no homes. speak.
You who have no schools. speak.
You who have to run like chickens from the vulture. speak.
Let us share our problems so that we can solve them together.
We must free ourselves
Men and women must share housework.
Men and women must work together in the home and out in the world.
There are no creches and nursery schools for our children.
There are no homes for the aged.
Women must unite to fight for these rights.
I opened the road for you. you must gO forward.

Mama Dora Tamana
South Africa: A Different Kind of War

This insert is dedicated to
all those women who
opened the road for the
women of today. We honor
you by going forward. The
articles on the following
pages are reprinted from
Sister Namibia. a maga
zine by. for. and about
women which is committed
to the elimination of gender
discrimination. racism.
homophobia. and other
issues that oppress and
divide women.

March 1997
Women's History Month
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Indigenous plants like the
/nara, 'devil's claw' and
marula nuts may be
suitable for the export
market. If women could
tap into these markets
they may have the
opportunity to lift
themselves out of
poverty. But it is easier
said than done. The
marula is a hard nut to
crack making oil extraction
a difficult task.

Women strike oil. but no
riches yet
By Cyril Lombard

T
he marula is one of the
best-known and well
used trees of southern
Africa. It grows in

Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Botswana and further north all the
way up into Nigeria and Sudan.

In NaMibia the highest
concentrations of these trees are in
Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshana and
Oshikoto regions. Here the fruit
and seed of the marula tree have
been extensively utilised by the
local communities, particularly
women.

The fruits are either eaten fresh
or a popular alcoholic drink is
brewed from them. A tasty jam or
marmalade can also be made from
the fruit. The seed contains 2 to 3
kernels per seed. The kernels are
very nutritious and contain 33%
protein, which is higher than
walnut, almond and pistachio nuts.

The oil from the kernel has a
fatty acid similar to olive oil,
which is high in mono~unsaturates

and low in saturates. This is

considered a healthy oil. The oil
also has properties which make it
suitable for very high temperature
cooking.

Women in the northern regions
are keen to extend their utilisation
of this botanical resource, espe
cially for income generation. The
Department ofWomen Affairs, with
financial assistance from De Beers
in London, has been investigating
this possibility for the past few
years.

However, there are several
factors which make fuller utilisa
tion of the marula problematic. The
fruits perish rapidly after falling
from the trees. This means that
unless there is good refrigeration as
well as a rapid transport system
and other infrastructure, the fruit
will continue to have only a limited
local market.

The kernels can be eaten as a
snack like cashew and other nuts.
To develop this market is difficult
because of the very hard and tough
seed case around the kernel. The

botanical name for marula is
Sclerocarya birrea. Sclerocarya
means "hard nucleus" in Greek.
This toughness means that very
few kernels can be extracted from
the case without being broken into
pieces.

Women in the North extract the
oil using a traditional hot water
method. The kernels are placed in
a bucket with very hot water and
stirred. This mixture is left to
stand and the oil eventually sepa
rates from the water. The oil floats
to the top because it is lighter than
water and then scooped off.

A local market exists for the oil
and women sell it for about N$ 20
a litre. A few business women,
such as those from Tunetu in the
Omusati region, are selling the oil
in Windhoek.

The possibility of expanding the
market for marula oil has been
investigated. The local market is
handicapped by the fact that the oil
is expensive. Cooking oils can be
imported and transported to the



Photo left are women from the

Nanyemba ya Mweshipandeka Project

at Ondobe village, Ohanguena region

cracking the hard shells of the marula

seed.

Photo right a woman tries out a hand

operated marula seed cutter. The

device was made by the Rural

Development Centre (ROC) in

Ongwediva. The ROC said it could

produce the cutters for about N$1 00

each.

•

North and sold for a quarter of the
price of marula oil. Marula oil is
expensive mainly because of the
time and effort it takes to remove
the kernels from the seed. If the oil
is to find a larger market then it
will need access to a high value
market which can bear the price.

Such a potential market exists in
Europe. But due to stringent food
hygiene regulations in the Euro
pean Union it is not possible to sell
the oil produced with the tradi
tional hot water process. It is
therefore n~cessary to establish a
facility, near to where the women
live, to mechanically extract the oil
from the marula kernel. Such a
project, the Trial Marula Oil
Production Project, has recently
been proposed in Ondangwa. It
involves a trial production of a
high quality, cold pressed oil, with
the potential for a high value
export market.

One of the projects's objectives
is to develop a large and reliable
market for the marula kernel.
Women in this and neighbouring
regions will have the opportunity
to supply the project with marula's
and get paid N$ 12.00 per kilogram
on the spot.

Women may now also consider
planting more marula trees to
increase their supply potential. The

project will need to establish
quality criteria for the kernels
which the women supply since it is
important that a high quality oil is
produced.

The oil can also be made avail
able locally. The purpose of
developing a high value export
market is not to compete with local
utilisation, but to supplement it.
Many women have been asking the
government and NGOs to help
them find additional ways of
earning income from their avail
able resources and this can be one
way.

At the project a hand operated
cutter was made available to cut
the marula seed open to make the
removal of the kernels quicker and
easier. Traditionally women use
stones, knives or axes to cut the
seed open. They often suffer
injuries to the fingers with this
method. A first model of this
machine has been developed at the
Rural Development Centre in
Ongwediva. Once the final refine
ments have been done to this
model the RDC will produce more
for interested women.

The project would like to utilise
the marula available from this
year's harvest.

Further information about the
Trial Marula Oil Production
Project can be obtained from Mrs
Sigried Mwaala at State House, tel:
(061) 220010.

DIe T ION A R Y

riches - things that make one
rich; wealth.
kernel - The softer, usually
edible part within a hard shell of
a nut or seed.
botanical - refers to botany,
which is the study of plants.
perish - deteriorate, rot, die.
scooped off - use a spoon-like
instrument to transfer stuff (in
this case to separate the marula
oil from the water).
high value market - refers to
customers who are able to pay a
high price for a high quality
product.
stringent - strict.
refinement - an added develop
ment or improvement.



Anna Katrina Christiaan at her inauguration at Warmbad on May 20,1977. Next to
her is Pastor Hendrik Witbooi, now Deputy Prime Minister. Photo: JB Keramin

By Annette Gabnel

Anna Katrina C.hristiaan is

thg Captain of thg

Bondglswarts. ~hg is ong

of only two fgmalg

traditional Igadgrs in

Namibia today.

Originally. Chritiaan's father was
the chief. He had two children: a
boy and a girl. According to
tradition the boy was meant to
become the next chief but he was
not much involved in community

activities. Anna Katrina, however,
was an active young woman
following in the footsteps of her
father. She assisted and accompa
nied him in his duties. Therefore
her family and community selected
her to become the new chief after
the deatt. of her father. On 20th
May 1977 she was officially
appointed chief of the Bondelswarts.

But the colonial government did
not recognise her in her position.
During this time she also faced
problems to be recognised and
listened to by her people. However,
in 1990 she received acknowledge
ment by the new government and
subsequently by her community.
She then had to fight the division
of her people along party political
lines. This she did by recalling
their common history and culture
and commemorating it on 25
October each year. Since independ
ence, Christiaan has been strug
gling to bring government services,
such as health. education, water or
food allowances and pension

money to the whole community.
Unfortunately, this has been seen
by some as promoting SWAPO,
and many times community mem- .
bel'S have not been willing to share
in the information and activities.
These problems have still not been
solved, she says, but people are
now realising that they need the
services badly.

Christiaan's biggest dream for
her future regency is unity of all
the ethnic groups that Jive in her
area, be it Bondelswarts, the
Bushmen or the Owambo who
moved down from the North. Her
vision is to unite all of them to
become one big family with the
same benefits for all, protecting
one another and thereby reducing
violence and crime.

Asked what she thought of
women traditional leaders she
replied that there was a difference
between men and women as
Lraditionalleaders. Because she is a

. woman and mother, she was trying
La do everything in the best interest

of the community. She thinks she
understands the community's needs
better than the male leaders before
her. She also understands the
specific needs of the women
around her. The most important
thing for her is to treat people
equally and at the same time earn
their respect.

In chief Christiaan's experience,
as much as male leaders may try to
protect the whole community. 'You
always get this feeling that they
talk on behalf of men'. Christiaan
does not feel that she is a better
leader than her predecessors, but
she is definitely different. She also
thinks that times have changed a
lot. In the past people were very
honest and obedient which made it
easier for the leaders. Nowadays,
due to the development process,
people are more critical and
confront the chiefs on their
decisions. Christiaan says she
appreciates those contributions
because they help her to do a better
job.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA NEWS BRIEFS
Human Rights in Mrica

In January, the US State Department released its
Report on Human Rights Practices for 1996.
Highlighted were the problems in Nigeria. South Africa
was commended for its progress towards reconciliation
and the work of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

The Namibian Government was regarded as general
ly having respected the human rights of its citizens but,
states the Report, "problems remained in several areas".
In addition to SWAPO's failure to account for missing
detainees, other problems listed include continued cred
ible reports that police abused criminal suspects, harsh
prison conditions, and not taking effective action against
discrimination faced by women and the disabled.

(The Namibian, 2/3/97)

Southern Africa

Southern Africa

Gay Bashing in Namibia
President Nujoma jumped on the Mugabe bandwag

on and bashed gays at the second Swapo Women's
Congress held at Gobabis on December 6. The President
said gays had no place in Namibian society. Since then
the gay community has been demanding a retraction of
the statements. But SWAPO replied that it viewed the
response of the gay community as aimed at "belittling
the moral standards of the Namibian nation."

(The Namibian, 1/30/97)

Strike in Swaziland
An indefinite strike by Swaziland's workers is the

latest of a series of protests likely to continue in Mrica's
sole absolute monarchy unless demands for constitu
tional reform are met. The 83,000-strong Swaziland
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) has been leading a
mass stay-away to press for democracy in the tiny
Southern Mrican nation. Four SFTU leaders have been
imprisoned for calling the strike.

Swaziland, a nation of about 900,000 people, sand
wiched between South Africa and Mozambique, is the
only country in Southern Mrica that does not allow
multi-party politics. A similar strike by Swazi workers
last year led to a promise by Swaziland's ruler, King
Mswati III, that a process of political reform would be
started, but little has changed since then.

For five years after independence from Britain in
1968, Swaziland's monarchy coexisted with a parlia
ment comprised of legislators elected on party tickets
and others nomi~ated by the king. In 1973, King
Sobhuza II passed a decree suspending the constitution,
dissolving the legislature, and banning political parties.
Parliament was revived in 1978 but its members are
elected in non-party polls, while the king single-handed
ly appoints the cabinet. Since the early 1990s, political

violence, arson, strikes, and mass stay-aways have
been frequent in Swaziland as political and interest
groups press for reforms opposed by traditionalists.

The attitude of the monarchy to the pressure from
labor has not been conciliatory. Four SFTU leaders
were arrested and charged for contravening a section of
the 1963 public order act. Immediately after that, the
government passed an extraordinary gazette providing
for a life sentence for anyone charged with sabotaging
essential services.

South Mrica's trade union association, COSATU,
has called upon its members to embark on a go-slow
when handling Swaziland-bound goods in solidarity
with the strike. COASTU is considering other forms of
solidarity. Swaziland's government has taken the
threat seriously. The Swazi economy is inextricably
bound to that of South Mrica, through which virtually
all its imports and exports pass. Swazi Foreign
Minister Arthur Khoza complained to his South
Mrican counterpart Alfred Nzo, that COSATU was
interfering in his country's internal affairs.

(Africa Policy Electronic Distribution, 2/11 /97)

Woman Chief Rocks Zim Tradition
Sinqobile Mabhena was installed in December,

1996 as chief ofthe Nswai communal area in southern
Zimbabwe. She is one of the first women to take on
the mantle of tribal chief in Zimbabwe. The ceremony
was boycotted by several chiefs and political figures
but her grandmother was outspoken in her favor, "I
am very, very happy to see a female chief. Women
must stand up for their rights and advance their posi
tion. Women can be leaders."

(Mail & Guardian, 1/16/97)
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SOUTHERN AFRICA NEWS BRIEFS (continued)~~~~~~

Slow Progress in Angola
"The pace of withdrawal will be commensurate with

progress achieved," reads a clause in a draft resolution
produced by the UN Security Council concerning the UN
mission to Angola. While the mission officially finishes
at the end of February, the withdrawal will only begin
in March when the first UN battalion leaves and con
tinue w;'.h a battalion leaving each month.

The process to end the 20 years of civil conflict is
slow. The two parties-the MPLA government and the
opposition UNITA have yet to set a date by which they
can form a government of national unity.

UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi met with South
Mrica's Freedom Front leader General Constand Viljoen
in January. Viljoen supported Savimbi's rejection ofthe
role of second vice-president in the government of
national unity. Hammering out a role for Savimbi is the
critical issue in the uniting of the divided country.

(Mail & Guardian, 1/16 and 2/6/97)

AIDS Care in Lesotho
According to the National AIDS Control Program of

the Lesotho Ministry of Health, 1,288 people in the coun
try are living with AIDS. A group of 43 ministers and lay
persons attended a five day workshop on pastoral theol
ogy about people affected with AIDS. The participants
are working to spread the message of pastoral care.

(EDICESA News, 10/96)

Peace Prize Renamed
The All Mrica Conference of Churches (AACC) peace

prize has been renamed "The AACC Desmond Tutu
Peace Prize." The prize is awarded at every AACC
General Assembly so that Africans working for peace on
the continent can be recognized and rewarded. The first
AACC peace prize was awarded in 1992 to two church
leaders in Mozambique: Anglican Archbishop Dinis
Segulane of Maputo and Archbishop Jaime Pedro
Goncalves of Beira.

(EDICESA News, 10/96)

Zim Fundamentalists Instigate Boycott
A powerful right-wing Christian fundamentalist

group in Zimbabwe has launched a campaign against
the country's modest Muslim community to halt what it
believes is a "dangerous and violent" religion. The
Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe is a collection of
several "born again" churches, including the wealthy
Rhema Bible Church, which claims to have three mil
lion members in Zimbabwe and is organizing boycotts of
fast-food chains and chicken and beef suppliers whose
products are certified halaal. It has also been making
direct contact with senior politicians in an attempt to
counter what the group feels is coziness with Muslim
countries like Iran and Malaysia.

For 20 years, most Zimbabweans have been eating
halaal beef. Every cow passing through the state owned
beef marketing operation has had its throat slit by a
Muslim slaughterer who utters, "In the name of Allah the
Creator; Allah is the greatest." This practice began in
1976 when sanction-busting beef was sold to the Muslim
countries of West and North Africa and the Council of
Islamic Scholars were asked to certify the beef. After
independence, every box was stamped "certified halaal."
In recent years major chicken producers followed suit.

(Mail & Guardian, 2/13/97)

Land for Landless in Namibia
The Namibian government will forge ahead with

plans to expropriate land from owners who are either
not utilizing it properly or who are judged to own too
much land. Pendukeni Ithana, Minister of Lands,
Resettlement and Rehabilitation, said that the
Government will continue to acquire land on a "'willing
buyer-willing seller" basis, but will put a new emphasis
on forcibly taking land from owners in accordance with
the Agricultural Land Reform Act of 1995.

The land will be used for resettling poor, landless
people. Those likely to lose land include owners whose
agricultural land exceeds two economic units. An eco
nomic unit is determined in accordance with rainfall,
the capacity of the land and other factors.

(The Namibian, 1/31/1997)

Robben Island Plans
The avalanche of tourists wanting to visit Robben

Island could result in permanent damage to the marine
environment of the island which is home to a large pen
guin colony. Currently only 290 visitors are allowed on
the island each day. Plans are for the island to be run
as a site museum with the total environment conserved
in an integrated way. The prison will be converted into
a museum of the freedom struggle in South Mrica.

(Mail & Guardian, 1/16/97)
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CALENDAR OF ACTION AND REFLECTION KXJ)(X~~XJ)(:-:)(]

1997 [_LeA
Global Mission Events
Makin5 Chri~t Known

Join the global celebration at:

Wheaton College
Wheaton, lIIionos
July 10-13, 1997

Texas Lutheran University
Seguin, Texas
July 17-20, 1997

SAN will be an active participant in the
1997 Global Mission Events (GME)

• Pray for SAN members who are preparing for
presentations at both Wheaton and Seguin.

• Make plans now to attend a GME. Special pro- .
grams are provided for children and youth too!

• For information and registration call 800-638-3522.

Pray for the Umphumulo Seminary
Community in South Africa

In mid-February, the wife of the seminary librari
an drowned in the ocean while trying to save a semi
nary student from the Western Diocese who also
drowned. A bus of Umphumulo Seminary and
Southeastern Diocese personnel traveling to the
funeral in the Cape was in an accident in which
three people died and a number where hospitalized.
Remember these families, dioceses, and the seminary
in your prayers.

Thank God for the good
rains in southern Mrica!

r-------------------------------,
STAY CONNECTED!

~ Yes, I want to becomelremain part of the Southern Africa Network - Evangelical Lutheran Church in\!Ja America and receive the newsletter, Southern Africa, regularly. Enclosed is my annual membership fee.

__ Individual ($25)

__ Synodical Group ($50)

__ Organization/Congregation ($100)

Here is an additional contribution

__ I would like to order FREEDOM TO WALK: Advocacy/Action kit on Landmines in Africa ($22)

Name Day Phone _

Organization Eve. Phone _

Address _

City, State Zip _

Please return to: Southern Africa Network-ELCA, 3560 W. Congress Parkway, Chicago, IL 60624 (312) 826-4481L ~
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NETWORK NOTES

Chris Rupy of Bellmore, NY received the bulletin
insert "Day of Prayer for Landmines Victims" pro

duced by SAN and the Lutheran Peace Fellowship, dur
ing worship at Grace Lutheran Church. Chris works for
a company that had extra prosthetic components avail
able. When Chris phoned the SAN office, we connected
him with Lutheran World Relief in hopes that the pros
thetics will be useful to landmine survivors.

Rev. Sue Larson from the Wisconsin Lutheran Office
for Public Policy attended the 4th International NGO

Conference on Landmines in Maputo, Mozambique in
February, 1997. Assistance from Women of the ELCA,
Division for Global Mission, Division for Church and
Society, and local Wisconsin groups made the conference
possible for Sue and for Asnath !Nuwuses from the
Council of Churches in Namibia. We look forward to their
reports in an upcoming newsletter.

V ivian West of Cape Town, South Mrica visited the
SAN office in late 1996. She is pictured here with

Rev. Joe Barndt who accompanied her to Bethel
Lutheran Church. Vivian, who administers a communi
ty center, will host SAN member Sue Larson when she
travels to Cape Town following the Maputo Conference

SAN's active steering committee member, June
Kjome, was honored as the first recipient of the

Judge Peter Pappas Award for Outstanding Community
Advocacy for her work in the La Crosse, WI area on
behalf of women and children's issues. June didn't take
long to celebrate; this active retired nurse (who worked
many years in South Mrica) is working with a commit
tee to organize community wide activities in mid May
focusing on landmines.

Volunteer Work Opportunities
The Center for Global Education is seeking a vol

unteer for its study center in Windhoek, Namibia. The
intern from North America will work with a Namibian
intern to assist in coordination of the study and travel
programs carried out by the Center for Global
Education. This thirteen-month position begins June 1,
1997. Room, board, health insurance, airfare, stipend
provided. Contact the Center for Global Education at
612-330-1159. Application deadline: March 31, 1997.

Visions in Action offers volunteer opportunities
with nonprofit organizations and the media for 6 months
or 1 year in Johnanesburg, South Africa. Work in the
fields of human rigl;1ts, voter education, democracy, or
journalism. Must have completed 2 years of college.
Approximate cost for a year $6000 including housing,
insurance, airfare, stipend. Contact Visions in Action,
phone: 202-625-7403 or Email: Visions@igc.apc.org.

Southern Africa is edited by Joan Gerig.
Layout by Carol Thompson.

Southern Mrica Network-ELCA
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Chicago, Illinois 60624
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