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PEACE FOR WESTERN SAHARA? 

Preliminary talks began 
between Morocco and the 
Po lisa rio Front last spring. 
These meetings were initiat
ed and carried out through 
the j oint good offices of 
the Organization of African 
Unity ( OAU) and the United 
Nations (UN). These two 
distinguished international 
organizations pooled their 
efforts under the guidance 
of resolutions 40/50 of the 
UN ( 1985) and 104 of the 
OAU. ( 1983), which set out 
a peace plan to end the 
war in Western Sahara. 

Through direct negotiat
ions between the two 
parties to the conflict, 
Morocco and the Polisario 
Front, a peaceful and 
lasting solution to the 
armed conflict and decolon
ization problem that has 
existed in Western Sahara 
since 1975 would be found. 

There were two rounds of 
talks at United Nations 
headquarters in New York. 
The first round was held 
April 9-14 and the second 
from May 5-9th of this 
year. The Secretary
General of the UNr Perez 
de Cuellar, with Medoune 
Fall who represented the 
then-current Chairman of 
the OAU, President Abdou 
Diouf of Senegal, directed 
the preliminary talks. The 
Moroccan delegation was 
headed by Abbas El Kissi, 

. the Secretary-General of 
the Moroccan Govetnment. 
Mahfoud Ali Beiba, Director 
of Foreign Affairs of the 
Executive Committee of the 

(continued, page 2, col. 1) 

SYMBOLS OF SHAME 

Congress has before it 
HR 2887. If this bill is 
passed, a monument from 
Morocco 1 s King Hassan will 
be installed in Washington, 
D.C. What would such a 
symbol stand for? Will 
tourists to our nation 1 s 
capital see in it the majes
ty of Morocco? Will they 
remember the torture victim; 
who languish in Moroccan 
jails? Will they forget the 
2,000 disappeared Sahrawi 
civilians? 

Many will recall that in 
July 1986 the Chilean entry 
to Op Sail, the Esmeralda, 
stirred memories of torture 
and rape that had taken 
place on the vessel. Its 
presence in the parade of 
tall ships created much 
controversy and casted a 
shadow of shame on the
whole liberty celebration. 

We have witnessed the 
floating symbol of oppress
ion and it would be just 
as inappropriate to install 
a fixed tribute to Moroccan 
human rights violations in 
our nation 1 s capital. 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

In connection with local 
groups, churches and indi
viduals, the Campaign 
organized a clothing drive 
for Sahrawi refugees last 
spring. The donations 
will be used by Sahrawi 
women and children. 

For more information on 
the needs of the Sahrawi 
refugees, see page 6. 
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SUMMER 1986 

AFRICA PEACE TOUR 

A large number of non-. 
governmental organizations, 
humanitarian groups, aid 
agencies and national 
churches created in January 
1986 the Africa Peace Comm
ittee. This coalition group 
conducted a nation-wide 
speaking tour in April and 
May of this year. The 
"Africa Peace Tour" was 
designed to raise American 
public opinion concerning 
the effects of war and 
militarization on the African 
continent. From the 28th of 
April through May 19th,. 
numerous Americans and 
Africans undertook this 
long tour acro.ss the North
east, Midwest and Southern 
states of the USA. 

The intimate connection 
between hunger and war in 
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Southern 
Africa, Chad, Sudan and 
Western Sahara was illustr-

• a ted by the tour speakers. 
Several academics pointed 
out the cooperation between 
South Africa and Morocco 
and the roles their two 
governments play in the 
destabilization of the 
African continent. Indeed 
South African sponsored 
destabilization has under
mined the economic capaci
ties of the continent and 
has created a serious 
obstacle to development. 

WSC 1 s director, one of 
the tour speakers, under
lined the importance of this 
initiative for the struggles 
waged in Southern and 
North Africa. 
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PEACE PLAN (from pl) 

Frente Popular para la 
Liberaci<)n del Sagia el 
Hamra y Rio de Oro, led 
the Polisario delegation. 
The Governments of 
Mauritania and Algeria, in 
their capacity of observers, 
were kept apprised of the 
developments in the discus
sions, at the request of 
the Secretary-General of 
the UN and the Chairman 
of the OAU. 

OAU resolution 104 (XIX) 
is a workable formula for 
the resolution of the con
flict in Western Sahara. 
This African plan is 
designed first, to end the 
war ravaging the people 
and terri tory of Western 
Sahara; second, to satisfy 
the legitimate and recog
nized rights of the Sahrawi 
people; and third, to uphold 
the principles of internat
ional law, particularly 
those governing decoloniza
tion. The international 
community recognized the 
wisdom of the African peace 
plan when, in 1983, the 
General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted it 
by consensus as UN resolu
tion 38/40. The General 
Assembly subsequently 
reaffirmed this in 1984 with 
resolution 39/40 and in 
1985 with resolution 40/50. 

The international commun
ity has tried to fulfill the 
obligations of the resolution 
by providing a way to 
facilitate its implementation, 
through entrusting the UN 

.Secretary-General and the 
Chairman of the OAU with 
a mission of their joint 
good offices. 

The role of the good 
offices is aimed at achiev
ing, in the shortest possible 
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(from column 1) 

time and in conformity with 
the OAU peace plan [AHG/ 
Res.104 (XIX)], direct 
negotiations between the two 
parties, Morocco and the 
Polis a rrio Front, in order 
to establish a cease-fire 
and to define the practical 
and necessary conditions 
for a referendum of self
determination. 

The referendum shall be 
the direct responsibility of 
the OAU and the UN. The 
organization, supervision 
and execution of this exer
cise of self-determination 
must be the task of the 
OAU and the UN. The 
guidelines and principles 
governing a free and fair 
referendum in Western 
Sahara are the establish
ment and maintenance of a 
cease-fire, to be followed 
by a withdrawal of Moroc
can troops and administra
tion from the territory. 

To date, the OAU and UN 
have convened two rounds 
of preliminary talks with 
the parties in New York. 
However, although Morocco 
agreed to the joint good 
offices initiative, it has 
refused to participate, 
since 1985 ,. in any discuss
ion or debate on Western 
Sahara at the UN Fourth 
Committee (on decoloniza t.:. 
ion) or in the UN General 
Assembly. 

The OAU has put forward 
a carefully elaborated 
formula for a just, politic
al solution to the war in 
Western Sahara. The UN 
has affirmed the definitive, 
correct and fair nature of 
this plan. But,. for prog
ress· to be made, there 
must be a more sincere 
display of political will. 
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(from column 2) 

Morocco must comply with 
the exigencies of the 
resolutions and begin 
direct negotiations. The 
international community, 
for its part, must exert 
every effort to encourage 
the two parties to set the 
negotiation process in 
motion. The world must 
assist these two peoples in 
the quest for a peaceful 
settlement, while remaining 
true to its commitment to 
guarantee self-determination 
and freedom for the Sahrawi 
people of Western Sahara. 

PEACE TOUR (from pl) 

"South Africa has always 
maintained a destablization 
policy in Southern Africa. 
The apartheid regime has 
also furnished material, 
technological and military 
support to the Moroccan 
government in order to 
undermine the foundations 
of the OAU. 

"South Africa occupies 
illegally Namibia and in 
aiding Morocco it has found 
an ally in North Africa, 
fully aware that Morocco 
illegally occupies the 
territory of Western Sahara 
and denies the people their 
fundamental right to self
determination and indepen
dence. These two regimes 
defiantly delay the access
ion to independence of the 
people of Namibia and 
Western Sahara. South 
African agent, Jonas Savimbi 
plays a key role in the 
linkages between the two 
regimes. 

"Furthermore, the q ues
tion of Western Sahara is 
typical of the effects of 
militarization of the African 

(con timed, page 3) 



PEACE TOUR (from p2) 

continent. This ill-suited 
militarization is the result, 
in part, of American policy 
towards Northwest Africa. 
Far from serving the inter
ests of the peoples of the 
region, militarization has 
produced serious effects 
on the local economies. 
Morocco has been trans
formed into a net food 
importer,. while prior to 
the war in the Sahara, it 
was a net food exporter. 
The US should support the 
resolution of Africa's 
conflicts, particularly if 
they involve the violation 
of fundamental freedoms, 
such as the right of peoples 
to self-determination and 
independence, which is the 
case in Western Sahara and 
Namibia." 

The tour ended on May 
19th with a press conference 
on the steps of the Capitol 
building. Many dignita
ries, including Ambassadors 
and Congressmen reaffirmed 
at that time the importance 
of the tour. The Africa 
Peace Committee implored 
the US Government to 
respect the concerns of the 
African and American 
peoples. To this end, the 
Committee presented Congress 
with petitions signed by 
some 1 , 500 people. 

James Oporia-Ekwaro,. a 
former Ambassador from 
Uganda to China and now 
Execut1ve Secretary of the 
All Africa Council of 
Churches. appealed for 
the respect of the right of 
self-determination and 
independence of the 
Sahrawi and Namibian 
people and criticized the 
position of the US during 
this last phase of the 
decolonization of Africa. 

WSC LECTURE IN FLORIDA 

While participting in the 
Africa Peace Tour, the 
Campaign's director was 
invited to Florida's leadirg 
preparatory school, Pine 
Crest, where she delivered 
a lecture on US-Africa 
relations. Particular 
emphasis was placed on 
Southern Africa, Western 
Sahara and Morocco. The 
director took questions 
related to human rights, 
development, and prospects 
for peaceful settlements to 
the struggles in South 
Africa,. Namibia and 
Western Sahara. 

OF ROYAL DISREGARD 

It is Western Sahara 
Campaign's policy to send. 
information on the plight 
of the Sahrawi people to 
those who endeavor to 
enter Western Sahara 
through the implied power 
and consent of Morocco. 

To this end, when our 
Campaign learned of French 
Television's intent to film 
in May 1986 "Stephany: 
from A to Z", in El Ayoun, 
capital of Western Sahara, 
we wrote to Princess 
Stephany of Monaco. 

Our letter provided her 
with much information on 
the question of Western 
Sahara and put forth to 
her our sincere hope that 
she would "not condone 
Morocco's occupation of 
Western Sahara with tacit 
recognition of its claims to 
be sovereign. How could 
you justify violating the 
Sahrawi people's rights ... 
among them the right to 
live freely, to participate 
in determining their own 
destiny ... when artists are 

(continued, column 2) 
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DISREGARD FOR RIGHTS 
(from column 2) 

boycotting South Africa for 
similar reasons?" 

Our registered letter of 
April 29th,1986 received no 
reply. 

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY ON AFRICA 

A special session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly met for a five day 
period from the 27th May 
to June 1st, 1986 in New 
York. This session focused 
on the rehabilitative and 
medium and long-term 
development problems and 
challenges facing African 
countries with a view to 
promoting and adopting 
action oriented measures. 

A WSC representative was 
able to attend both non
governmental and country 
meetings and briefed many 
de leg at ions on the situation 
in Western Sahara. 

WSC RECEPTION IN NEW YORK 

The Campaign hosted a 
second annual reception at 
the Church Center for the 
United Nations on June 3 
for the benefit of the 
Sahrawi people. Over 200 
people attended and heard 
speeches given by the 
American Committee on 
Africa, the North American 
Chapter of the International 
League for theRights and 
Liberation of Peoples, the 
National Conference of Black 
Lawyers and the Western 
Sahara Campaign. A photo 
exhibition bore witness to 
the achievements reached 
by the Sahrawi people 
during the last decade. 

Food and beverages and 
labour were provided by 
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SADR RATIFIES AFRICAN 
HUMAN RIGHTS CHARTER 

On April 26th, 1986 the 
Sahrawi Republic, member 
of .the Organization of 
African Unity, became the 
20th African nation to 
ratify this African human 
rights instrument. The 
African Charter on Human 
and Peoples Rights will 
become law when a total 
of 26 African countries 
accede to the treaty. 

MOROCCO'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
RECORD UNDER SCRUTINY 

Africa Report, a publi
cation of the African
American Institute, report
ed in its May-June issue: 

"Over the past two years, 
Hassan has consolidated 
his rule by keeping the 
main threats to his sover
eignty--the Islamic funda
mentalists, the left-wing 
parties, and the army-
firmly in check. He has 
relied heavily on Driss 
Basri, in his roles as 
minister of the interior and 
minister of information, to 
neutralize his opponents. 
Basri 1 s dual function has 
enabled him to keep the 
opposition under tight 
control, arresting dissid
ents and manipulating the 
media while orchestrating 
a series of political 
trials. 

"In February, 26 left
wing activists were sentenc
ed to prison terms ranging 
from three to 20 years for 
'distributing leaflets 
challenging the legitimate 
struggle of the Moroccan 
people to defend and pro
tect the Saharan provinces.' 
The university-based 
militants had been arrest-
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MOROCCO'S RIGHTS RECORD UNDER CONTINUED SCRUTINY 
(from column 1) (from column 2) 

ed last year on charges of 
belonging to the outlawed 
llal-Amaan [sic] group 
which had taken part in 
the price protests of 1984. 
The prosecution focused on 
the 27 defendants 1 1 close 
ties 1 with the Polisario 
Front, which is leading the 
war against Moroccan occu
pation in Western Sahara. 
Basri branded them as 
traitors, even though 'they 
were arrested only for 
handing out tracts condemn
ing the latest government 
price hike. 

"Fifteen additional acti v
ists recently received three 
and four-year sentences for 
1 distrupting public order 1 

during the bread protests. 
The defendants were 
members of the progressive 
National Union of Moroccan 
Students ( UNEM) and the 
National Union of Teachers 
( SNE), but were also 
charged with belonging to 
llal-Amaan [sic]. 

"According to Internation
al Movement of Catholic 
Jurists observers at the 
trial, the accused were 
physically mistreated while 
in police custody to extract 
the desired 1 confessions. 1 

One of the detainees, Amine 
Tahani, died in prison, 
allegedly from an asthma 
attack,, although a Moroccan 
human rights group claimed 
he succumbed as a result 
of torture. 

"A recent Amnesty Inter
national report adds weight 
to this allegation, accusing 
the Moroccan authorities of 
systematically torturing 
political prisoners and 
denying them access to 

(continued, column 3) 
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their families, lawyers, 
and doctors. Illegal 
detention and torture, 
concludes the report, have 
continued unabated in 
Morocco since the 1970s." 

HASSAN II'S HIDDEN AGENDA 

(a letter to the Editor of 
New York magazine from 
John G. Healey, Executive 
Director, Amnesty Inter
national,. USA, 14 April) 

"New lbrk readers are 
savvy enough to realize 
that any African monarch 
whose kingdom has a gross 
national product of less 
than $800 per capita does 
not pay for the lavish 
entertainment of a plane
load of American celebrit..,;, 
ies without expecting 
something in return ["Fast 
Track: Morocco-Bound," by 
Rhoda Koenig, March24]. 
In the case of Morocco, 
King Hassan I I and his 
American agents are 
vigorously promoting an 
image of Oriental sumpt
uousness, thus diverting 
attention from Morocco 1 s 
grim record of human
rights violations. 

"While the socialites were 
satiating themselves in the 
Royal Palace, hundreds of 
Moroccan men and women 
arrested for the nonviolent 
expression of their beliefs 
were wasting away in cold,, 
dank cells. Some of them 
are handcuffed and kept in 
the dark for years. 
Prisoners, including teach
ers, students, and journal
ists, report that they are 
denied adequate food and 
drinking water. Basic 
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HASSAN II' s HIDDEN AGENDA 

(from page 4) 

amenities, such as a change 
of clothes and a blanket to 
sleep on,. are also withheld, 
but most disturbing is the 
systematic torture and ill 
treatment of detainees by 
Moroccan security officials. 

In a recent report, 
Torture in Morocco, Amnesty 
International documented 
seven kinds of torture, 
including electroshock to 
sensitive parts of the body 
and severe beatings. Last 
November, Tahani Amine, a 
29-year-old engineer, 
married with one child, 
died, reportedly as a rerult 
of being tortured in the 
Derb Moulay Cherif prison 
in Casablanca. Amine 1 s 
death illustrates the high 
risk Moroccans face of 
being ill treated when 
they are held in incommun
icado and denied access to 
legal counsel, doctors, or 
their loved ones for as 
long as two years. 

"Morocco is considered a 
close American ally and 
receives $140 million 
annually in US aid. 
Insufficient attention to 
human-rights violations 
played a significant 
role in the recent downfall 
of American allies in Haiti 
and the Philippines. It is 
important that human-rights 
concerns not be lost amid 
the celebration and cere
mony." 

WSC RECEPTION 
(from page 3) 

members of WSC, the United 
Methodist Church and 
Payano 1

S Market. In 
addition, WSC sold T-shirts 
and literature to benefit its 
general fund. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

The use of Morocc.an 
troops as regional gend
armes and instruments to 
suppress revolutionary 
movements has not been 
limited to that country 1 s 
current occupation of the 
Western Sahara. 

On March 8,, 1977, armed 
forces of the Congolese 
National Liberation Front 
(FNLC) entered the mineral 
rich Shaba province (.for
merly known as Katanga) 
of Zaire from exile in 
neighboring Angola. The 
FNLC insurrection threaten
ed to overrun the important 
mining center of Kolwezi, 
as it met ineffective resist
ance from government troop5 
and support from the local 
population. 

By this time, the presid
ent of Zaire, Mobutu Sese 
Seko, had approved major 
investments in the Zairian 
economy by US, Japanese, 
and South African corpora
tions. france and Belgium 
responded to this crisis by 
sending military equipment, 
and the US provided non
military supplies to the 
Mobutu government. 

Morocco, despite having 
a military occupation 
force engaged in the 
Western Sahara since 1975, 
sent 1500 troops to Shaba, 
flown in by the French 
air force, to defeat the 
FNLC uprising. 

In May of 1978, a 
renewed insurrection by the 
FNLC resulted in the 
capture of Kolwezi. Once 
again, a Moroccan military 
contingent was sent to 
Zaire, this time in US 
Air Force transport planes. 
Moroccan forces, in 

(continued, column 3) 
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LETTER 

(from column 2) 

conjunction with French 
and Belgian troops, aided 
in crushing the rebellion .. 

Long before Morocco 
attained independence in 
1956 ,. its soldiers were used 
against the Spanish Repub
lic in the civil war of 
1936-1939. The Nationalist 
rebellion against the 
Republic began with the 
garrisons of. the Spanish 
protectorate zone in northern 
Morocco on July 17, 1936. 

Moroccan recruits, under 
the command of Francisco 
Franco. were airlifted from 
Africa to Seville in planes 
supplied by Germany and 
Italy beginning on July 
28, 1936. This airlift was 
the first in the history of 
warfare. Large numbers of 
Moroccan conscripts were to 
be employed by the 
Nationalists during the 
course of the conflict. 

The early intervention of 
the Nationalist-controlled 
African Foreign Legion and 
regulares (Moroccan troops 
under Spanish officers) has 
been considered to have 
been crucial to the eventual 
victory of the Francoist 
forces in the Spanish Civil 
War. 

--Peter Winders 
New Jersey 

WESTERN SAHARA CAMPAIGN 
NEWS is published by 
Western Sahara Campaign 
for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Relief, USA, 
Box 20745. New York NY 
10025. Contributions are 
tax deductible when made 
payable to the Africa Fund-
Western Sahara Campaign. 
Subscription rates: indivi
dual $15; institution $50. 



Appeal from the Sahara 
For 1 0 years, war has forced 165,000 Sahrawis to 
live as refugees in the barren desert of South West 
Algeria. While the Polisario Front, their liberation 
movement, fights for their return to their homeland, 
their humanitarian organisation, the Sahrawi Red 
Crescent, has succeeded in establishing national 
agricultural health and education systems staffed 
exclusively by Sahrawis. 

But the Red Crescent is stretched to the limit to 
take care of the b~sic needs of the refugees. They 
desperately need your support to provide food, 
blankets, clothes, medicines and educational 
materials. Even the smallest donation will be used 
exclusively to meeting these needs. 

Please send checks, payable to Sahrawi Red 
Crescent, to: 

Refugee Appeal 
Western Sahara Campaign, USA 
2556 Massachusetts Aveneue, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Further information on the Sahrawi refugees and the 
work of the Western Sahara campaign is available 
also from this address. 
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