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"Independent" Bantustans 
To Be Abolished!

Negotiators in South Africa
recently agreed to abolish the
"independent" Bantustans. The
apartheid regime had designated 10
"self-governing" Bantustans where
they would "resettle" Black people.
The Bantustans were sometimes
called "homelands." In the 1960's,
four of the Bantustans, Transkei,
Venda, Bophuthatswana, and
Ciskei were declared
"independent. "

No country in the world had
recognized the four Bantustans as
independent nations. They are
politically and economically under
the control of the South African
regime. People living in these four
"independent homelands" had their
South African citizenship and
passports removed I

Anti-apartheid activists have
long demanded the abolition of the
Bantustans. Bantustan leaders
have acted as puppets of the South
African regime. The "homeland"
stakeholders, including the -
governments, administrations, and
security forces are reluctant to
relinquish their power and ~ost

have placed themselves in the ari~i- .
democratic camp. Along with other
anti-democracy forces, they
collectively constitute the base of
the so-called "third force." They
have attempted to silence political
opposition by any means

necessary. They are collectively responsible for the violence of DESTABILIZATION which has. c,lairt:led .
over 10,000 lives since 1990. They have refused to take part in the negotiations'. Some claim to be
boycotting the elections (while they move forward to mobilize voters). ' ,

The ParliCiment must approve the'reincorporation into South Africa and is expected to do so thi's
month. That would clear the way for bantustan residents to receive South African citizenship JanLJi~.rY':
1 and vote in the April 27« 1994 elections! '. '. ~ ,.:' " ., ;



A Refreshing Transformation
Last school year parents in Teaneck, New Jersey urged the School Board to examine

INSTITUTIONAL RACISM in the Teaneck public schools and to take steps to end institutional racism.
The School Board appointed a committee of over 30 students, parents, teachers, and administrators
to do just that. The committee is now examining issues such as tracking, the role of guidance
counselors, afterschool activities, and curriculum.

One sub-committee is examining the curriculum. How far has Teaneck gone in its goal to
establish a truly multi-cultural curriculum? Committee members were pleasantly surprised to see the
depth of the changes. Here is one example of the change. The high school English department had a
Eurocentric model, where most of the literature was by white authors and occasionally an African
American author or a Latino author was" Added On." The curriculum has now been transformed.Staff
members developed units and themes for each grade:

Grade 9 Rites of Passage
Grade 10 Hero/Heroine or Heretic
Grade 11 Individuality
Grade 12 Modern Women Depict Their Lives

"For each unit, a theme was selected and appropriate literature, representing perspectives from the cultures
of the European, African-American, Asian, Latino(a), and Native American, was examined and selected. In each
unit, the theme is supponed solidly by a substantial body of literature as well as suggested activities and
strategies.

We believe that as English teachers responsible for transmitting culture to our students, we must seek to
broaden our own cultural backgrounds so that we will be able to pass on to our students afuller, more complete,
and more accurate account of what it is to be human. This broadening experience should be a joyful journey to
greater knowledge as we seek to understand and complete the full human story." Teaneck Public Schools. Multi
cultural curriculwn. English. July, 1993.

Funds from a Desegregation grant were used for purchase of the literature and intensive staff
development. Similar developments are taking place in transforming the social studies curriculum.
Some work is being done to transform the science and math programs, too. It is a very costly and
time-consuming effort.

Activities For Your Class
1. Elementary school:
Make a list of books in your classroom library or a list of books you read to your class.
What is the ethnic background of the authors? Do these authors represent the ethnic diversity of 'the
United States? Most of the picture books in elementary school classrooms are by European
Americans. Are you reading books by African-Americans, Asians, Native Americans, Latinos?
Most of the characters in picture books are white. Is this true about the books in your library? If so,
what can you do to transform your library?
Changing a library is very expensive. Perhaps you can organize a fund raising campaign, go to the
Parents' Association or to the school board, or seek out grant money.
A word of caution. Some of the so-called multi-cultural literature is junkl It may have beautiful
pictures but lousy writing. Beware. Please read all books before you purchase them. Our goal is to
bring quality literature into the classroom.

2. Junior high and high school:
List the required reading for the English classes for each grade in your school. Next to each book list
the ethnic background of the author. Do these authors represent the diversity of our country? If so,
how can you continue to search for even more quality authors and resources representing that
diversity? If not, perhaps a committee can be established within your class, your school, or your town
to transform your English department curriculum. Perhaps students can initiate the search for quality
literature, then take their recommendations to the Board of Education.
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The Coalition For Democracy in South Africa (CODISA) voted on December 11, 1993 to launch

a National grassroots campaign to raise funds to support the African National Congress' (ANC)
electoral activities - including voter education and registration prior to the national election for a non
racial parliament scheduled for April 27, 1994.

The importance of this election to the future of South Africa cannot be over-emphasized. As a
direct result of the historic oppression of apartheid, of the estimated 21 million eligible voters, 18
million Black South Africans have never voted and are not familiar with electoral procedures and the
voting process: many are also illiterate.

The ANC is reaching out to these first-time voters to make sure they are registered to vote and
are made familiar with the electoral process while competing with the well-equipped, well-financed
and experienced campaign machine of the opposition.

Throughout the United States there are individuals and institutions who wish to support the
ANC's final steps towards the democratic non-racial, non-sexist, united society for which they have
struggled for so long and for which so many have died. The Dollars for Democracy in South Africa
campaign is a grassroots campaign. Contributions of $1, $5, $10, and more are welcome. The
contributions are not tax deductible. Efforts are underway to raise special funds for campaigp
operating costs to ensure that every dollar raised will go directly to the ANC. Details about the receipt
books for contributions and other aspects of the campaign are being finalized at this time.

Educators Against Racism and Apartheid urges your organization or school to begin to make
plans for this massive fund-raising effort. The week of February 5 - 11, 1994 will be designated as
South Africa Democracy Week.

YOU Can Get Involved Now!
1. Begin now to call on your school, town, city, county, or state government to pass resolutions to
declare the week of February 5 - 11 South Africa Democracy Week.

2. Begin now to prepare an educational campaign and fund raising activities in your school

3. Make arrangements to show the Mandela video, "No Easy Walk to Freedom" about the election
campaign on your local cable station.

4. Plan fund-raising dances, concerts, neighborhood house meetings or parties, sports events, rallies,
bake sales, etc.

5. Investigate opportunities for the ANC or local Dollars For Democracy in South Africa coordinators
to appear on local TV or radio stations.

6. Contact unions, religious organizations, and community groups in your area to encourage their
participation.

7. Reach out to celebrates in your area to lend their name and time to this important campaign.

Fund raising can begin now. Checks can be made payable to DSA/ANC Dollars For Democracy
Campaign. Names of regional coordinators and details about the campaign will be available very soon.
For information about the Dollars For Democracy in South Africa Campaign, please call or fax (212)
666-1288. If you are planning activities for your school, please call EARA, (201) 836-6644 evenings.



Apartheid's Bantustans
A Math Lesson

The Group Areas Act, abolished last year, determined where African people could live. Millions
of Africans were forced-removed from their homes. They were sent to Bantustans or to designated
locations in "white-designated" areas. The impact on families was devastatingI Using mathematics,
students can examine the apartheid regime's system of forced removals and its effect on people's
lives.

This table show the breakdown of the African population in 1988.

Area Exact Count Rounded Percent Degrees

White-designated 6.771,427
"Independent" bantustans 6.372,440
Non-independent bantustans 13,830,417

TOTAL AFRICAN 26,974,284

Math:

Critical
thinking:

Drama:

Research:

a. Round the figures to the nearest million.

b. Estimate the percent of the total for each group.

c. Draw a pie-chart (circle graph) to show where Africans lived in 1988.
First estimate the number of degrees for each of the three sectors of the graph, and
write the figures in the table. The total number of degrees in a circle is 360.

d. The total population of South Africa was about 33 million. Estimate the percent of
the population that lived in "independent" Bantustans.

Think about this. The Gross National Product (GNP) is the total value of goods and
services. Only about two percent of the GNP of South Africa was produced in the
"independent" Bantustans. Compare this figure with the percent of population that lives
in these areas (answer to 1, D above). How do you explain the difference?

Write a skit about several African families who live in a town. The town is now
designated for whites only. The African families are given only a few days before the
trucks will come to take their belongings.
After you act out the skit, discuss the impact of the forced removal on the family.
What did the different families do? Did any of the families resist the forced removal?
If so, what happened to them?
Contact the African Fund for more information about the history of the struggle against
the forced removals. (212) 962 -1210.

Keep a scrap book or file of newspaper or magazine articles about the April 27 elections.
Look for articles about the abolition of the "independent Bantustans." Watch the process
as the democratic movement struggles to end the bantustan system and the bantustan
leaders resist the transition to democracy.

Action: Get involved in the Dollars For Democracy In South Africa campaign.
(Most ofthis page was taken from Aparlheid Is Wrong: A Curriculum For Young Peopl~ by Paula Rogovin Bower, Math
activities by Claudia Zaslavsky. Available from Educators Against Racism And Aparlheid. $12. + $5 shipping and
handling. Please make checks payable to Educators Against Racism and Aparlheid.)



Please Sfnd me the following:
_copies of "Crossing rhe Tracks" paperback@$12.95ISBN 1-56584-038-0

_copies of"Crossing the Tracks" doth @ $19.95 ISBN 1-56584-013-5

By phone: 1-800-233-4830 .'

The New Press, 450 West 41 Street, New Y~rk, NY 10036

HEINEMANN
361 Hanover Street
Portsmouth. NH 03801-3959

The Tainos.·
The People lfluL..lYdcomed ColumbJH.

by Francine Jacobs
This book details information about the Tainos who
lived in the Caribbean Islands.

G.P Putnam's Sons, New York, 1992

Children's Advocate
The Hunt House

1201 Martin Luther King, .Jr. Way
Oakland, CA 94612-1217

Children's Advocate provides titles and evaluation
of children's literature. Excellent multicultural
resources.

Women ofHope:
African-Americans Who Made a Difference

This stunningly beautiful new poster set was produced by the Bread and Roses Cultural Project of 1199, the
National Health Care and Human Service Employees Union. The 12-poster set provides a unique insight into
African-American women who have played major roles in bringing about social and political change in
government and law, in literature, the arts, and in medicine and science. The posters include:
Maya Angelou - poet, playwright, professor
Ella Baker - civil rights organizer
Alexa Canady - neurosurgeon
Septima P. Clark - educator at Freedom Schools
Ruby Dee - actress, author
The Delany Sisters - co-wrote Having Our Say
Marian Wright Edelman - President, Children's Defense Fund
Fannie Lou Hamer - freedom fighter
Mae C. Jemison - astronaut, physician
Toni Morrison - author
Alice Walker - author
Ida B. Wells-Barnett - editor, anti-lynching crusader
Posters are 17" X 22" and are printed on coated stock.Cost: $39.95 (including the teacher's guide) plus
$4.00 sh & h. Contact: Knowledge Unlimited. PO Box 52, Madison, Wisconsin 53701. 1-800-356-2303



_I would like to purchase Apartheid is Wrong: A Curriculum For Young People, $12 + $5
postage and handling.

Board ofEducation of Englewood Cliffs v.
Board of Education of Englewood. 93-373

On November 30, 1993 the Supreme Court turned down the bid by Englewood Cliffs, a New Jersey
school district with no high school to end its alliance with an Englewood high school, a predominantly black
high school and let its students go to another nearby school where most of the students are white.

The Court, without comment, rejected the argument by the Englewood Cliffs Board of Education
that the state violated its students' constitutional rights by requiring the continued partnership with Dwight
Morrow High School in nearby Englewood. Englewood Cliffs officials said that "parents should have the
freedom to decide where their kids go to school."

Englewood Cliffs has its own schools for children in kindergarten through eighth grades but no high
school. Since 1965 Englewood Cliffs has had an agreement with the Englewood schools that its students
could attend the Morrow high school there. Many white students from Englewood Cliffs and Englewood
switched to Tenafly High School which began in 1982 to accept students from other districts who paid
tuition. The number of black students at Dwight Morrow High School has risen from 65.8 percent in 1982
83 school year to 92 percent in 1993-94.

A New Jersey State Appeals Court had found that Cliffs residents had "engaged in white flight."
That decision had been held up by the New Jersey Supreme Court.

Educators Against Racism and Apartheid has had articles about this ongoing struggle for school
desegregation. Why not bring this dilemma into your classroom. Should the legal system insist on this
regional integration? Should parents have the right to choose their children's school - no matter what? This
newsletter would like to hear the opinions of your students. Please send any writing by your students to
EARA.

Attention
Educators Against Racism and Apartheid Board of Directors member, Rebekah Richie-Pagan,

will be leaving the Child's World Day Care Center, and will be moving to Florida. Readers of this
newsletter are encouraged to send pictures or articles about Rebekah's efforts to make this a better
world. They will be used in an upcoming issue of this newsletter. Rebekah received all of the EARA
mail at her day care center. Therefore, EARA is changing its address to a temporary address - 625
linden Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666.

,-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------,~
~ ,

( Join Educators Against Racism and Apartheid \\
EARA is dedicated to education and action to end racism in the United States and apartheid in South Africa. :
Board of Directors: Claudia Zaslavsky, Rebekah Richie-Pagan, Arthur Colen, Joyce Duncan, Paula Rogovin Bower, :

I

Joseph Edelman, Carole Storch-Dladla :
I
I
I
I

Name Address City:

State Zipcode Telephone.>...(_....L-- _

School or organization -----;

__, want to join EARA. Membership contribution is $10.

_I would like to make a contribution to further the work of EARA.

I
1
I
1
I
I
I
I
I

Please make checks payable to Educators Against Racism and Apartheid. Send to 625 Linden !
\ Avenue. Teaneck, NJ 07666. )
, '',-------------------------------_._----------_ .._------------------------------------------------------------------~//



Resources For Transforming Your Library

• •

"' commtnd Hattl Rochman fC1l'
compiling this vtT) wtful and
fascinating tool CO undtr
Handing.... Tht signposu
thue tidu offer can !tad w inco
becoming mC1l't tnll, human."

-The Most Rtverend
Desmond M. Tutu, Anglican

Archbishop of Capetown

". . . reqwrtd rttlding fC1l' aU
librariaru and wJI:nns....
Tlu subjtcl OectsJ ", tthnic
gr""p and nalicmaliry will
provt ustful fC1l' doing TtlJlur's
advisory WC1l'K as wtll as
dtwloping uniu on tthnic and
cultural uuntiry ...

-School Library Journal

.. Ha:cI Rochman' s ntW booK is ant of the
)earS ouuranding, practical publicatioru
for school librarians and uachm who aT<
involvtd in multicultural programs C1I'

projecu. 't is a fim purchase for the
/993-94 school library budget."

-Mike Prints, high schoollibl'3rian
and 1993 Gralicr Aw~rd winner

The reviews are in

A BooklistlALA Books Publication
paper $16.95 288 pages ISBN 0·8389·0601·X

To order, call 800·545·2433 and press 7
write to the ALA Publishing Order Dept., 50 E. Huron Street. Chicago, IL 60611

MultiCultural Review
Greenwood PubUshing Group, Inc.
88 Post Road West PO Box 5007
Westport, CT 06881-5007
MultiCultural Review is a quarterly journal providing reviews of new books, instructional resources,
periodicals, and audio-visual materials for adults and young people.

Monthly Review Press
122 West 27th Street
New York City, NY 10001
These materials are mostly for your professional library at school so that you will have a diverse range
of perspectives about various social studies topics and issues. They also have some literature which
would be appropriate for high school students.

Teaching For Change: Anti-racist, Multicultural Curricula, Critical Thinking.
Network of Educators on the Americas.
1118 22nd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 429-0137
These include materials for adults and children.



Cartoon/rom The Record. November 21, 1993. By Margulies

Educators Against Racism and Apartheid
164-04 Goethals Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432

May the New Year bring an end to apartheid - a crime against humanity!
i' ~.
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