
Afric~ Support Committee: purpose and programs 

The Africm Support Committee was founded in order to facilitate the funneling of aid, in 
various forms, to movements of national liberation in southern Africa. The Committee was formed 
in Seattle, August, 1969 . Two of our members had the opportunity to work with and observe one 
of the most important movements in southern Africa, the Movimento Popular de Libertacao de 
Angola (MPLA) . They were invited to attend the first Eastern Regional Conference (August, 1968) 
held by the MPLA in a semi-liberated region of Angola. Before they left the MPLA for the U.S 
and Canada, it was agreed to try to aid the Angolan people in their liberation struggle in 
several concrete ways. 

General meetings of the African Support Committee are held twice a month, and are presided 
over by the chairman . The meetings consist of reports by the sub-committee chairmen, and then 
a discussion of new business which involves the discussion and consensus of the general member
ship. Dues are two dollars per month, though members are asked to pledge as much as they feel 
they are able. A second requirement for members~ip is that the member belong to one of the four 
sub-committees. The sub-committees, with the exception of the Medical and Technical Sub-
Committee, meet once a week. The African Support Committee, as a Socialist and anti-imperialist 
group, has decided not to deflect its energies in debating arid ideological positions, but rather 
emphasizes action and support programs, making a concrete contribution to the revolution. 

Sub-Committees 

I AID AND PROMOTIONS 
The funct i on of this sub-committee is the publicizing, through articles, film showings, 

lectures, etc. the situation in southern Africa and in Angola and the support activities and 
fund raising projects of the African Support Committee. Important within this committee is the ' 
enlisting of support of the public for the shipments of clothing and medical supplies to the 
semi-liberated zones of Angola. 

Current Programs: 
Aid and Promotions is engaged in soliciting, collecting, washing, mending, packing and 

shipping of clothing, medical supplies and some technical equipment (to be sent every three 
months). A second major function of this sub-committee is the writing and distributing of 
articles, pamphlets, etc. concerning Angola and Portuguese colonialism and western imperialism 
in "Portuguese Africa". A third activity of this committee is the expansion of membersh i p 
for the whole of the Afr ican Support Committee, and specifically to bring new members into 
Aid and Promotions, people who may have a very limited knowledge of Africa and colonialism 
and neo-colonialism, but who wish to express their 'solidarity with those peoples of the 
world who are fighting for their self-determination against the awesome forces of colonial
ism and imperialism. Some specific, activities: A fund rais ,ing - membership expansion 
party is planned for December 6. An ad hoc calender committee has assembled dates and is 
preparing an "Africa Calender ll for publication in late December. Arrangements have been made 
with folk song writer and singer (and activist) Barbara Dane for a benefit concert on 
February 4th (the date of the beginning of the armed struggle in Angola, in 1961). 
For more information: CynmMelin or Renee Harvey, co-chairmen ME2-2396. 

Student Organizing Caucus 
The purpose of this committee is to expand the consciousness of high school students as 

to the nature of colonialism and imperialism in southern Africa, and the nature of U.S. involve
ment in the "Third World". and to enlist students into the support activities of ASC in their 
res~ective high schools. Some activities: film showings, clothing drives~ discussion sessions, 
literature tables, fund raising projects . (for more information: Kathy Harvey ME2-2396. 

II MEDICAL AND TECHNICAL 

The purpose of this sub-committee is to enlist the aid of doctors, nurses, lab technicians, 
and persons with other related medical and technical skills. The Medical and Technical Sub
Committee is making the attempt to have a continuing a.rid reliable flow of medical supplies 
and technical equipment to the MPLA for the people in the semi-liberated areas of Angola. 



Current programs: 

Sympathetic doctors in the Seattle area have been contacted to aid in acqulrlng drugs and 
equipment; medical journals have been contacted for the placement of advertisements for 
instruments and equipment. Appeal letters have been sent to local nharmacies for donations 
of drugs and antiseptics, etc. Local medical newsletters are being asked to run similar 
ads . 
The technical aspect of the Medical and Technical Sub-Committee: one member (S . F. area) is 
a diesel mechanic; a member of the Seattle ASC is medical equipment technician, and so on ... . 
These skills are invaluable to the liberation movements we are currently assisting ~nd 
ASC eventually hopes to send technicians to assist MPLA. For further information: 
Vicki Glover ME2-9280. (sub-committee chairman) 

III RESEARCH SUB-COMMITTEE 

The activities of this sub-committee are: a) to provide useful research material and 
information for the movements we are working with (information which has been specifically 
requested by the MPLA) b) inform th~ general public about the anti-colonial and anti
imperialist struggles in southern Africa and specific research on the conditions of the 
people in Angola c) conti~uing the int~rnal education within the African Support Committee. 

-Because of limited membership, the research sub-committee has not been able to adequately 
monitor relevent publications, but eventually research will be systematized and cross refer
enced, and projects will be correlated with other ASC groups (Berkeley, Vancouver, etc.) 

• Currently the Research Sub-Committee is monitoring major newspapers and relevant publications 
have been compiled in a bibliography; some have been subscribed to (i .e. Portugal and 
Colonial Bulletin, Sechaba, Africa Report, Presence Africaine, Le Monde, etc.) -
A few of the projects which the committee has on its agenda are 1) U.S. Economic Investment 
in Angola 2) NATO bloc powers and Japan, SQuth Africa and Rhodesia (investment and involvement), 
3) NATO, the Azores, and Counter-Insurgency 4) MPLA programs, structure, aims 5) Colonialism 
in Angola 6) PIDE (Portuguese Secret Police) 

Members of the research sub-committee are expected to do work on a specific project . Progress 
reports are made at the weekly meetings. For more information, contact Cary Rader , Chairman 
ME2-8503. 

IV PUBLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 

The work of the Publications Sub-Committee is divided into three general categories: 
1) re-prints of official MPLA publications (Angola 1n Arms, war communiques, MPLA 
Center for Revolutionary Instruction (CIR) text books, etc. 
2) publications of the African Support Committee (reprints of articles by ASC members 
(i .e. articles have been written in Ramparts, the Guardian~ the Berkeley Tribe, Monthly 
Review and other publications) and pamphlets designed by the Aid and Promotions Sub-C6mmittee. 
3) requests of the sub-committees and other ASC branches (leaflets, clothing appeals, etc . ) 
This latter category, because of the urgency involved, generally take precedent over the 
former categories, though the most important work is meeting the expressed needs of the 
MPLA by pri nti ng text books,~ etc. 

The work of this sub-committee constitutes a publishing house, and more. People with 
diverse ski]ls ~ and people with no skills, are needed (as they are needed in all of the 
sub-committees). People with experience in lay-out, photography, stripping, typing, art, 
but the mundane work of collating, stapling, trimming and shipping is extremely important 
and ever present. For further i nformation, contact Karen Harvey, Chairman 285-1629. 

prepared by the Aid and Promotions Sub-Committee 
November 16, 1969 AFRICAN SUPPORT COMMITTEE 



memorandum from the Publications sub-committee of the 

African Support Committee 

publications are divided into two general categories: 1) re-prints of official 

publications of the MPLA (Angola in Arms, special reports, communiques, and MPLA 

Center for Revolutionary Instruction (CIR) text books. and 2) publications of 

the African Support Committee (requests from other branches of the ASC, and 

requests of the Aid and Promotions sub -committee of the Seattle ASC ). 

below is a list (incomplete) of Publications sub-committee projects: 

MPLA REPORT TO THE 15th SESSION OF THE AFRICAN LIBERATION COMMITTEE ------ ----
(of the Organization of African Unity) Dakar, 15 July, 1969. ( 1000 copies printed.) 

REPORT OF THE MPLA TO THE UN COMMITTEE ON DECOLONIZATION (May 1969) 

ANGOLA IN ARMS (for the months of February, July and August, 1969) 

PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO NETO SPEECH OF JUNE 1968 (Presented over Radio Tanzania) 

MPLA PROGRAM 

A VITORIA E CERTA (Manual De Alfabetizacao) publication of C.I.R., 77 pgs. 

MANUAL DE GEOGRAFIA DE ANGOLA (CIR), 56 pgs. 

MANUAL DE CIENCIAS NATURAlS (CIR), 40 pgs. 

GRAMATICA PORTUGUESA (CIR), 91 pgs. 

MANUAL DE ECONOMIA DE ANGOLA (CIR), 65 pgs. 

MANUAL DE ALFABETIZACAO (CIR), 96 pgs. 

"Interview with Spartacus Monimambu" (MPLA Eastern Regional Commander 
(taped and edited by ASC member Don Barnett) 28 pgs. (reprint from Guardian) 

African Support Committee Prospectus (report of the activities and programs of 
(the sub-committees), 12 pgs. 

"Eastern Regional Conference of the MPLA" (reprint from the Guardian article 
by ASC member Roy Harvey), 12 pgs. 

"With the Guerrillas in Angola" (complete version of an article by Don Barnet, 
reprinted from April 1969) 29 pgs. 

Memorandum of the Medical Assistance Services (SAM) of the MPLA, 8 pgs. 

Interview with Daniel Chipenda, member of the MPLA Central Committee (taped 
Sept. 1969 ) 23 pages (this interview will probably appear in New Left Review) 

"Rape of a Colony - Angola, Portugal, and Imperialism" , 12 pgs. 1000 printed. 

"A Strategy for North American Revolutionaries" 38 pgs. 

"The Revolution in Angola" 15 pgs. 

"Interview wi th Maria Carlos, Chairman of the Angolan Women's Organization (OMA)" 
taped in Sept. by Dick Vestbro. 

"Dr. Americo Boavida, heroic son of the Angolan people and founder of the Medical 
Assistance Services" (a tribute - biographic statement to the fallen leader) 8pgs . 

for information about the above publications contact Karen Harvey (chairman) 
Publications Sub-Committee, 11 W. Cremona Seattle, Washington 98119 



THEORY, STRATEGY & TACTICS 

An excerpt from: " A Strategy for North American Revolutionaries " 

By Donald Barnett 

( Pensamiento Critico, No.8, Sept. 1967 Havana) 

To paraphrase Marx: While theory without practice is meaningless, so practice 

without theory is blind. Soon in this light, tactics unrelated to strategy and 

correct theoretical understanding -- however effective in the short-run or assuaging 

to the conscience are only fortuitously related to the long-range goals their 

activators covet. The message here is clear. If . the North American Left is to continue 

its growth, unify its efforts and the long-run, achieve its socialist goals, it 

must cease being an amorphous "Movement" whose manifold tactics vainly scurry about 

in search of a theory-and-strategy embracing ideology. It must be more than issue

oriented, crisis-motivated, free floating protest tactics linked vaguely, almos~ 

mystically, with a set value-laden objectives such as public ownership, production 

for use, civil rights, equality of opportunity, humanism brotherhood and peace. 

A strategy, of course, is more than an agreed upon set of ends, more than a dream 

or hope that some ill-defined cataclyamic event will result in the desired state of 

affairs. It is a pr~ictive formulation or plan which will produce or culminate in 

the ends or goal s desired. Thus defined, every strategyrests upon a sort of assumption, 

i~Jicit or explicit, regarding the nature causal efficacy and interrelationship 

of significant variables. A successful str~tegy, barring accident or fortuitious 

good fortune, must thus be consciously deri~ed from a clearly formulated theory 

which itself rests upon correct assumptions, implicit or exp l icit, regarding the 

nature of relevent aspects of the real world. It follows, obviously, that a 

strategy for strategy for social transformation or revolution, if it is to p~omise 

success, must be derived from sound theoretical understanding of the socio-cultural 

system developmental trends within it, and the determining aspects of its motion or 

change. 

If theory serves to isolate and identify significant aspects of the phenomenon in 

question and indicate their modes of interaction and change and strategy serves 

as a plan for achieving certain goals in light of this theoretical understanding, 

then tactics function as a set of actions designed to implement a specific strategy 

or plan. Again, just as strategy is best devised in the light of theoretical under

standing, so tactics should be devised (and debated) in terms of the strategy 

they are calculated to implement, where theoretical assumptions remain implicit 

and strategy but vaguely formulated, tactics remain necessarily blind and as 



likely to impede as to facilitate the acquisition of desired goals. 

This, unfortunately, is the condition in which most of the North American Left 

finds itself today, sorely lacking a unifying theory and strategy, tactics are 

frequently elevated to the level of strategy, become rigid and reified by their 

advocates, often being confused with the ends they are supposedly calculated to 

achieve, and tend to foster the empty argumentation and hostility within the Left 

so generative of cleavages and splintering. 

Where incorrect theory of theoretical assumptions are advanced and utilised to 

devise strategy, the results of tactical actions are not infrequently disappointing . 

Based as they are on faulty strategic predictiGns. they leave their advocates 

as far removed from their long-range goals as before the "successful" tactics were 

initiated. This, among the more explicitly theoretical segments of the North American 

Left, has led to demoralization, defensive proclamations of faith in the achievement 

of long-range goals, bickering and splintering over tactical questions, and failure 

to acknowledge or fully appreciate specific developments or trends which fun counter 

to theoretical expectations. 

Complete reprints of " A strategy for North American Revolutions " 

available from African Support Committee 

11 west Cremona 

Seattle, Washington 
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