
AFRICAN SUPPORT COMMITTEE 

A PROSPECTUS 

Wars of national liberation, occurring in the colonial and neo
\ , 'I. " 

colonial areas of the world, \are part of the world revolution 
~ f ' .,: ~ 

against imperialism~ Those who would like to hasten the downfall 

of imperialism can aid this process in many ways. We in the 

metropolitan areas have great facilities at our disposal for 

assisting revolutionary movements in the "rural" areas of the 

empire. The African Support Committee was founded in order to 

facilitate the funneling of aid, in various forms, to movements 

of national liberation in Africa. This is not to say that we 

intend to limit our efforts in the future to the continent of 

Africa. It is hoped that our successes there will enable us to 

carry out similar projects (as has been expanded upon in 

theoretical papers and will be outlined below) in Latin America 

and elsewhere. 

One important pre-condition -for supporting a liberation struggle 

is that the movement have achieved at least semi-liberated areas, 

areas that can be visited by one or more of our members to observe 

the needs of the people and the conditions of t~eir struggle so as 

to determine, together with representatives of the movement in 

question, how we may best assist them. 

Prior to the formal founding of the African Support Committee, 

Don Barnett and Roy Harvey, two of our members , bad ,the, opportunity 

to work witn and observe one of tne most important movements in , 

southern Africa, the POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA, 

(MPLA). They were i nvited to attend the first Eastern Regional 



Conference, held by the MPLA in a semi-liberated region of Angola 

from August 21 to 25, 1968. Roy Harvey reported on the Conference 

in the Guardian, and shot footage for the film which he has sub

sequently completed: Victory!! Certainl (16mm , black/white, sound, 

12 min.) Don Barnett toured Zone "C" of the Eastern Region -

marching with a guerrilla column some 200 miles into the interior, 

visiting detachments, the zone base camp Hanoi II, and several 

Villages. He interviewed guerrillas at Hanoi .II, taping lifo

histories for a book on the Angolan revolution. 

While carrying out this work, these members of ABC were able to 

observe the struggle of the peasants and guerrillas and to gain 

valuable insghts into the revolutionary struggle and the problems 

faced by the MPLA. At the same time, the MPLA and the Angohm 

patriots were able to assess the seriousness of ASC. Before 

leaving Angola and Africa, it was agreed to try and aid the MPLA 

in several concrete ways. 

The first task of the African Support Committee was to organize 

groups of interested people to give and solicit material aid for 

the MPLA and, when practicable, other movements . The African 

Support Committee was officially founded in Seattle, though prior 

to July, 1969 our activity was primarily centered in Vancouver, 

British Columbia. We have decided to create branches in several 

cities throughout the U.S. and Canada, other branches presently 

being in Berkeley, Vancouver and New York, with embryonic branches 

in Spokane, Washington and Tampa, Florida. 
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The founding members believed that ASC should grow, ideologically and 

organizationally, out of the concrete needs of the revolution; that 

as pirticular tasks arose, the organization would shape i tse li" to 

handle them, and that new structures would be developed as conditions 

required. 
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When the Arican Support Committee took form with about fifteen members, 

it was agreed that action and support programs should be emphasized; 

that ASC, as a socialist and anti-imperlialist group, would not deflect 

its energies in debating arid ideological positions. The important 

thing, we decided, was to make a concrete contribution to the 

Revolution, not to win battles of words.Tne ideology which concerns 

us is that which assists us in carrying through programs to advance 

the anti-imperialist revolution. 

In order to achieve this aim, the organization is structured on the 

basis of the work that needs to be done new and with the ability to 

expand as new needs arise, be they concerned with the "rural" areas 

of the empire, or the U.S. (the "metropol"). The structure is 

presently divided into three sub-committees (which are further 

divided, as specifics require) and, as the major proj,ects are being 

carried out within these sub-committees, each member is expected to 

belong to at least one. These sub-committees are concerned with 

1) Promotion and Civilian Aid, 2) Medical and Technical Assistance, 

and 3) Revolutionary Support Research. 

New and prospective members of ASC are usually recruited into the sub

committees where they have "an opportunity to participate immediately 

in programs, and where any questions they may have regarding the 

nature of the organization can be discussed. This is done to 

minimize ideological or other questions of orientation being raised 

at general meetings, since these tend to hinder the work which 

ne~s to be covered. Members are recruited from such diverse 

groups as workers, housewives, students, professionals and teachers, 

these presently being reached through personal contact. A number of 

people, who might be called IIsupporting" members, are interested in 

ASC and its programs and take on specific tasks or contribute money, 

but for one reason or another are not regul'ar and fully participating 

members. 



The sub-committees usually meet once a week, the general meetings 

have also met once a week ag the initial stages have required a 

great deal of organizational structure and the implementation of 

tasks, but will eventually meet every two weeks, and then, if 

possible, once a month. The -general meetings are pres ided over by 

a chairman, with a minutes secretary and a treasurer, officers 

elected by the Whole body. Progress reports from the various sub-

committees are "])resented at the general meetins and discussions 

on further projects and other releva.D...t _subjec.ts. are taken up. 
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We have established $2.00 a month dues for each member. In addition, 

members are asked to pledge as much as they feel they are able to. 

More specific things, such as purchasing equipment and supplies, 

subscriptions to periodicals for building the ASC Research Library, 

etc. are also pledged by some members. 

One task which must constantly be carried on by all members is that 

of personally spreading ASC informati9n and attempting to interest 

people in joining . Often tasks which originate in sub-committees 

are participated in by all ASC members: such things as distributing 

leaflets, contacting groups which may be interested in our film, 

film strip or lecture on Angola, doing specific r esearch jobs, and 

supporting fund-raising activities. 

The following are descriptions of the sub-committees and hor; they. 

operate. 

Research Sub-Committee 
The activities of this committee are presently aimed at: 
1) providing useful research material and information to the MPLA; 
2) informing the general public about anti-colonial, anti-imperialist 
struggle for national liberation in Angola and related matters (i. e., 

revolutionary developments in MOzambique, G~ine Bissau, Zimbabwe 
(Southern Rhodesia), Namibia (South West Africa) and South Africa, etc e 

3) continuing the internal education of the African Support Committee 
members. 
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The major function of the research sub-committee is to do support 
research for ,liberations movements, research problems being solicited 
from the movements with whom we are working. The results in many 
cases will not, for obvious reas6ns, be published. ~hey will be 
submitted to the movements in question for its internal use. 

Current research is systematized so as to avoid duplication of effort 
and wasteful expenditure of time. The sup-committee will co-ordinate 
its activities as much as possible with the work of research sub
committees of other ABC groups. 

Sources: 

The sub-committee attempts to tap as many sources of information as 
possible - books, periodicals, newspapers, United Nations publications. 
ASC has built up its own library; UN material is being gathered; 
subscriptions are being pledged by members to key newspapers and 
journals. The major research work has come from the Vancouver 
branch, as library facilitbs and availability of international 
journals, etc. have been advantageous. A list of subscriptions 
held by the African Support Committee is attached. 

Methods: 
We are currently monitoring the current issues of key newspapers and 
periodicals, and hope to begin work on back issues. Data taken from 
the material researched is recorded on file cards Which are then 
placed in the indexed file system. (See attached key to file system, 
and sample card.) A special proceedure is used for clippings: a) 
pasted on white paper b) xeroxed and c) xeroxed copies are researched, 
and data fro~ them placed on cards. Both paste-ups and xeroxed 
copies are filed for future use. One of our members, recently 
returned from several weeks of consultation/discussion with MPLA 
representatives, has reported that the MPLA has found our research 
very valuable and have requested a complete set of our research 
materials. 

Publications: 
The ASC library, and the indexed file will form the basis of several 
types of publications. The sub-committee plans to publish a) fact 

sheets _b) pamphlets c) articles d) a compQsite issue of the 1969 
issues of An~ola in Arms (a monthly MPLA publicat~on, soon to be 
availab~e in single copies from ASC). 

These publications will be useful both for ' contact with the general 
public and for information for ASC groups and potential m~mh.~n 
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Ramparts magazine has published an article by a m.ember of the Vancouver 
branch of ASC entitled "Report from Hanoi II" (April, 1969 issue) 
One member is presently at work on a boo~on the revolut ion in Angola, 
a two mem.bers are translating MPLA liberation songs and have a book 
in mind. Another member of the Seattle branch is currently translating 
Agostinho Neto's poetry. 

Promotion and Civilian Aid Sub-Committee 

The promotional activities of this sub-committee are aim ed at 
publicizing the Angolan situation, and tne activities of the African 
Support Committee. This promotion has two objectives: 1) to enlist 
the support of the general public for ASC activitie s in supplying 
civilian aid to tne people of tne semi-liberated zones of Angola, 
and 2) to continue the growth of the Seattle branch of ABC and 
encourage the establishment of branches elsewhere. 

Personal contacts by members of ASC has been the most effective 
way of gaining support, though it i s hoped that this method will be 
assisted by giving lectures and the showing of the film and/or film 
strip. The Promotion and Civilian Aid sub-committee will be 
r esponsible for arranging the showing of films to interested groups 
in Seattle and, at a later date , for organizing a speaking tour 
for a member of MPLA, an activity which has only rec ently deve loped 
as a possibility and for which an itenerary, publicity, and necessary 
monies will demand much work. 

This sub-committee is also responsible, with assistance from the 
Research sub-committee, for drawing up appeal sheets, pamphlets 
and articles, and seeing to it that these items are printed and 
distributed. 

A fund-raising dinner is planned for Oc tober 10th for the dual 
purpose s of raising money and expanding our membership. The Civilian 

Aid sub-committee h as distributed a large amount of leaflets 
appealing for clothing and medical supplies, and has had considerable 

success in this area. 

While the African Support Committee as a whole is involved in procur
ing supplies, it is tne function of the Promotion and Civilian Aid 
sub-committee to collect supplies, to handle the packing and shipping 

arrangements, and many other details involved in sending supplies 

to the semi-liberated r egions of the MPLA. 
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ASC efforts to provide the Afl!.LA with supplies have had tangible 
results: in 1968 several shipments of technical equipment were sent 
to the MPLA. Since that time, in February 1969, another shipment 
containing additional technical equipment and nearly a half a ton 
of clothing was dispatched. 

In addition to obtaining supplie~ by donation, the sub-committee is 
looking into the prices and feasibility of purchasing specific items 
such as: dehydrated food, water repellent materials, etc. (A priority 
list of MPLA needs is attached.) 

Medical and Technical Assistance Sub-Committees 
Our membership in both the Technical and Medical areas is, at this 
time, quite small, unlike the tasks. In the medical area, the main 
task is the siiciting from people in the medical field (doctors , 
nurses, laboratory technicians, pharmaCists, et al) medical supplies, 
primarily drugs. It would be desirable to furn~sh medicines and 
vaccines which are required to begin systematic prophalaxis against 
the endemic diseases which plague virtually the entire population. 
Special research in tropical diseases is a priority in this area • 
.As channels of supplies open up, and more people are willing to 
contribute, we hope to be able to purchase equipment for setting 
up field hospitals, labs and surgeries in the rural areas. This 
would necessitate: portable surgical equipment, anesthetic equipment 
and equipment for intravenous infusion, sterilization, for obstetrics 
and microscopes and aocessories, portable gasoline refrigerators, 
reagentsfor lab tests, etc. The medical arm of the Medical and 
Technical Assistance sub-committee will hopefully be able to gear 
~search to the specific requests of the MPLA, and will be 
instrumental in providing data for various publications of the 
Research sub-committee. 

The Technioal arm of the sub-committee is at work invest igating 
prices and comparative quality of numerous radiooand code instruments, 
and other related task~. This type of assistance is presently useful 
to the MPLA since their personnel lack in many instances the necessary 
manuals, texts, replacement parts, etc. 

One of the most recent efforts of the technical sub-committee has 
been the purchase and installation of an offSet printing press 
(duplicator), which will enable ASC to print MPLA political and 

instructional texts, as well as greatly assist ASC promotion. 
Efforts are being made to purchase a print maker and press C RmA~Q 
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Another important technical field is that of photography and 
cinematography. The MPLA would like to be able to set up photo 
developing labs in the rural areas, which requires not only equip
ment but skilled people to operate the equipment. 

This brings us to another responsibility of the African Support 
Committee as a whole: to recruit people into ASC who have technical 
skills, perhaps with the idea of eventually ~sending skilled people 
into semi-liberated areas of the "countryside" where movements find 
,such aid desirable, but in any case making a concreix: contribution 
to the demis~ of imperialism, while at the same time expanding the 
political consciousness of new members, and building a framework 
in whioh to develop necessary political and technical skills. 
These skills could range from doctors, nurses, electronic engineers, 
hydrologists, soil experts and photographers, to mechanics, shoemaker~ 
agriculture ~xperts, machinists, and so on. 

Wars of national liberation in Africa, ali especially in the 
Portuguese Colonies where the struggle is present~y most intense, 
must fight the monopoly forces which maintain power in the Western 
World~ " It is in the interests of the people of North America to 
join hands with their brothers in Africa who are fighting the 
battle against imperialism. 

AFRICAN SUPPORT COMMITTEE 
Promotion and Civilian Aid Sub-committee 
11 W. Oremona, Seattle Washington 98119 
phone: 285-1629 



Subscriptions 
Research sub-committees of ABC hold subscriptions to the follwwing: 
Africa Dige8~ London Observer 
Afric~ Report 
Africa Confidential 
New York Time~ (daily and 
London Times 

Liberation. Colonial Freedom News 
South African Sunday Times 

Sunday) §outg African Standard Bank Bulletin 

- ~ Monde (Sunday) 
Johannesburg Star 

The follwing publications are available to ASC Research sub-committee 
members: 

Africa Semi-weekly. 1968 
Africa D~gest. 1954 on 
Africa Renort. 1960 on 

Lb •• * 

Africa Research Bulletin. 
Africa South (In Exile). 
African" ~fIairs. 1901 on 
African Communist. 1962 on 
Aforicarf ' Forum. 1962 on 

. . . • 

on. 

1966 on 

1956 - 1961 

African Research Ltd. 1966 on 
African Review. 1967 on 
!frican geqorder. 1962 on 
African World. 1965 on 
Afro-Asian Economic Revi ew. 1961 on 
Atlas. 1960 on 
Canadian JournaL...£.! African Studies (formerly 
Chronologie Politique Africaine. 1965 on 
Direction of ~International Trade). 1950 on 
Department of state Bulletin. 1949 on 
Econ omic Bulletin for Africa -----
Gallati~ Business Intelligence. Africa. 
International Commerce. 
Liberation. qolon ia! Freedom News. 1967 on 
Journal of r.Todern African Studies. 1965 on 
Netherlands Bank of South Africa8 

New African. 1965 on 
Presence Africaine. 

Bulletin of African Studies •• _o 

continued from below: 
Southern Africa. 
---~.--

Standard Bank Keview 
(Angola-Suppl ements ) 

!Ei- 00nti.Llsnta,!. 1967 on 
West Africa. 1966 on 

~uarterly ~con()mic Reviews_ South Africa. Portugal nnd Overseas Coloniese 
South African ~~urn£l of Economics . 1933 on 
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