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The Secretary General of the SOUTH WEST AFRICA PEOPLES
ORGANIZATION of NAMIBIA (SWAPO), Mr. Andimba Toivo Ja Toivo, will
be in Seattle October 5 through October 7, as part of his 10 city
tour of North America. The tour is sponsored by the NATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF BLACK LAWYERS. While in Seattle Mr. Toivo will
speak on the numerous issues surrounding Namibian independence,
and South African aggression in southern Atrlca.

Mr. Toivo, born in 1924, is a founding member and the first
president of SWAPO. He rose to prominence within the Namiblan
liberation struggle as a leader of the Namiblan Contract Workers
in South Africa. In 1958, he was deported to Namibia from South
Africa, for smuggling to the UN a tape recording detailing
conditions of Africans living under Apartheid.

In 1966, Mr. Toivo was illegally deported from Namibia by the
Aparthei1 regime to South Africa. There, along with 36 others,
he was tried and sentenced in 1968 to an 18 year prison term.
The crime was organizing Namibians against the illegal South
African occupation of Namibia. Sixteen years of his sentence
were spent on Robben Island. Upon Mr. Toivo's release in March
of 1984, he was declared a "national hero of Namibia by SWAPO.

SWAPO is recognized by the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity as the sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian People.
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In 1966 the people of Namibia began their struggle to free
themselves from South Africa's illegal occupation of their
country. An occupation which resulted in the fragmentation of
their land into bantustans, depletion of Namibian natural
resources, and exploitation of Namibian labor. South Africa
responded to SWAPO lead struggle with ruthless measures of
repression, which began with the illegal arrest, deportation and
trial in Pretoria of 37 Namibians. In 1968 at the close of their
terrorism trial, Andimba Toivo Ja Toivo and the 36 others were
sentenced to Robben Island, South Atrica's political prison. .~-,

Mr. Ja Toivo, one the founders of The South West Africa Peoples
Organization (SWAPO), in the course of his trial gave a speech to
the judge which has become a principal document of the Namibian
independence struggle. "We are Namibians and not South
Africans," he declared. "We do not now and will not in the
future recognize your right to govern us, to make laws for us in
which we have no say, to treat our country as if it were your
property, and us as if you were our masters". Mr. Ja Toivo
served 16 years on Robben Island in South Africa before belng
released on March 1, 1984. He was one of the closest confidants
of Nelson Mandela.

During his tour of Seattle, Mr. Ja T01VO will address the Seattle
Anti-Apartheid Coalition demonstration oD,Sunday, October 6,
1985, at the Honorary Consulate for South Africa, located at 835
Hillslde Drive. The weekly protest against the presence of the
Honorary Consulate will begin at 1:00 p.m. At 3:00 p.m.,
tollowing the demonstration, Mr. Ja Toivo will hold a press
conference at CAMP, 722 18th Ave., Seattle, Washington. At that
conference he will speak to and answer queations on the struggle
for Namibian independence.
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