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"Popular Power" Un-Bans ANC 
The Botha regime's decision to 
repeal martial law marks a major 
turning point in the struggle 

By now, it is clear that the 8 month 
state of emergency in South Afn'ca 
has been an utter failure. Martial law 
unleashed unlimited police violence 
against the people to restore order and 
make South Africa safe for continued 
white minority rule. Instead, the 
struggle has escalated and the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) has shown its 
ability to sustain the momentum of the 
mass upsurge in the black townships 
despite all efforts to crush the leader
ship of the popular resistance. The 
African National Cogress (ANC) is 
universally recognized as the leading 
force in the movementfor liberation. , 
The people have literally un-banned 
the ANC and even white South African 

business leaders are trekking te the 
ANC's headquarters in Lusaka, Zam
bia to meet with Oliver Tambo (ANC 
President-General). Finally, as the 
ANC expands its operations into the 
heart of "white South Africa, " it is 
clear that the black majority-not the 
government-is setting the pace for 
change. The government is on the 
defensive in what has become a major 
turning point in the 400 year-old 
struggle against white supremacy. 

Heinz Klug, a white South African 
exile, wrote the following article which 
originally appeared in a special issue 
of the Guardian. It has been edited for 
length. 

The Reagan Doctrine: US marches deeper into the swamp 

The lifting of the state of emergency 
on March 7 was calculated to give the 
impression that the uprising that gath
ered momentum in September 1984 and 
that has resulted in at least 1225 deaths 
is coming to an end. 

Botha's claim that the violence has 
eased follows the bloodiest month of the 
uprising since August 1985. At least 
169 people were killed in January this 
year, reaching a new high of an average 
of 5.47 deaths a day. 

And, despite the official lifting of the 
state of emergency, restrictions on 
assembly, police and troop presence in 
the townships, police and troop indem
nification against legal action, restric
tions on press coverage and increased 
killings of activists by vigilantes and 
death squads remain the order of the 
day. 

The scale of repression witnessed 
since the implementation of Botha's 
"reform" constitution in September 
1984 has surpassed any in South 
Mrica's history of brutal colonial domi
nation. The Detainee Parents' Support 
Committee, which monitors detentions 
and political arrests, estimates that 
more than 25,000 people were arrested 
for alleged political offenses in 1985 
alone, bringing the total of arrests and 
detentions in 1985 to more than 36,000. 
But despite reports of routine torture, 
beatings and shootings by police, army 
and various vigilante and other group
ings, the popular mood has remained 
defiant and determined. A speaker 
addressing a funeral for victims of state 
terror in Cape Town encapsulated the 
determination of the communities: "The 
state is the perpetrator of violence in 
this country. Across the country, com
munities are rising up saying they can 
no longer bear the burden of apartheid 
and repression." 

The Roots of Rebellion 
It is this direct action by the commu-
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Editorial: 

Angola, Nicaragua and the Reagan 
Doctrine 

Last October, President Reagan 
produced a "hit list" of nations that he 
considered threats to world peace. At 
the top of this list was Nicaragua, 
closely followed by Angola. On Nic
aragua, Reagan has declared his in
tention to overthrow the democratically
elected Sandinista governemenl He has 
repeatedly accused the Sandinistas of 
"betraying their revolution" while com
paring the contras to the US Founding 
Fathers, praising them as freedom fight
ers. 

Halfway around the world, Jonas 
Savimbi (leader of the contra group 
UNITA) is likened to George 
Washington and his cozy relationship 
with the South African government is 
downplayed as an alliance of con
venience. With the repeal of the Clark 
amendment (which barred US aid to all 
forces seeking the overthrow of the 
Angolan government in 1976), Reagan 
has moved to openly underwrite the 
costs of South Africa's 10 year war on 
the people of Angola. 

Assistance to UNIT A falls under 
the Reagan Doctrine, explains con
servative Congo Jack Kemp, "which 
says that the US should materially help 
freedom fighters against Soviet-dom
inated govenments." _ 

In Reagan-speak, "Soviet-dominated 
governments" are nations which refuse 
to toe the line on US foreign policy; 
that is why Chester Crocker's em
barassing reference to the AN C as 
freedom fighters forced the White 
House to rebut the statement and smack 
the Asst. Secretary for African Affairs 
on his knuckles. In fact, the con
spicuous absence of South Africa from 
the list of governments which allegedly 
"wage war on their own people," 
"threaten their neighbors," and "use 
terror and murder to silence dissent" 
exposes the hypocracy beneath Rea
gan's renowned concern for freedom 
and democracy. In Angola, no dis
tinction can be drawn between UNIT A 
and the South African military which 
has armed, trained and supported it 
since 1976. 

In recent months, The Great Com
municator has waged a vicious cam
paign of distortions, half-truths and 
outright lies in an effort to rally public 
support for aid to the contras. Reagan is 
now boldly delaring himself a contra 
and demanding S 1 00 million for his 

undeclared war on Nicaragua. He has 
also committed some S15 million in 
sophisticated military hardware to 
UNITA-with a promise of millions 
more in covert military aid. 

Support for US-sponsored counter
revolution in Central America also has 

uncompromising voice in the battle for 
public opinion. The stakes are high, 
young nations are struggling to build 
new socities from the ashes of co
lonialism and foreign domination. And 
the Reagan administration stands as the 
major obstacle to this development. 

Anti-apartheid protesters haunted Savimbi throughout his U.S. visit. 

implications for the real freedom 
fighters in South Africa and Namibia. If 
the Reagan Doctrine is adopted as a 
central element of US foreign policy, 
South Africa's desperate efforts to 
defend apartheid while reasserting its 
dominance in the entire region will 
receive a massive boost. For the 
Mrican National Congree (ANC) and 
the South West People's Organization 
(SWAPO) this will represent a tre
mendous setback-and no future victory 
would be secure from US interference. 

The anti-apartheid movement in the 
US has a distinct responsiblity to 
expose the truth about the contras in 
Angola, Nicaragua and elsewhere. Our 
movement must become a clear and 

JAMES MADHLOPE PHILLIPS 
in concept 
"A Tribute to 
Winnie and Nelson Mandela" 
Sat, May 31 st-8 p.m. 
Zellerbach Aud., UC-Berkeley Campus 
Tickets: $10-12 (information: 552-5135) 
Proceeds benefit Solomon Mahlangu Freedom 
College, Tanzania 
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The Bay Area Free South Africa Movement 
(BAFSAM) is a broad-based local organization 
which reflects the political, ethnic, racial, and 
religious diversity of the East Bay community. The 
BAFSAM is united on the basis of the following 
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government which conciliates and/or support the 
racist apartheid regime of South Africa; (2) support 
for the liberation movements in South Africa and 
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Congress (ANC) and the South West Africa 
People's Organization (SWAPO); and (3) support 
for all struggles for peace and social justice from 
Oakland to Managua to Johannesburg. BAFSAM 
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policy through programs of public education and 
mass mobilization campaigns. 
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BAFSAM Fuels 
SH ELL Boycott 

On March 26, the BAFSAM and its 
sister organization, the San Francisco 
Anti-Apartheid Committee, threw up 
picket lines at selected Shell service 
stations in Oakland and San Francisco, 
bringing an international boycott cam
paign against the Shell Corporation to 
the Bay Area. 

Shell Oil Company is one of the 
primary corporate allies of the racist 
South African regime. It is being 
singled out by the international anti
apartheid community for both its repres
sive treatment of Black workers, and its 
refusal to take action of any kind 
against the apartheid government. 

In January, 1986, the AFL-CIO, the 
United Mineworkers of America, and 
the Free South Africa Movement joined 
together to initiate the nationwide con
sumer Shell boycott, which is now 
supported by the NAACP, NOW and 
other organizations. The International 
Conference of Free Trade Unions ori
ginally called for a worldwide boycott 
at the request of South Africa's Nation
al Union of Mineworkers. 

Royal Dutch/Shell co-owns the 
largest coal export terminal in South 
Africa, and markets coal in direct com
petition with US mines. Because 
Shell has its coal mined under the 
near slave-labor conditions imposed on 
Black South African miners, they can 
undercut American-mined coal on the ~ 
world market, threatening the jobs and 
living conditions of miners in the US. 

The oil supplied by Shell and other 
petroleum companies is critical for the 
South African military and police to 
continue to carry out the regime's 
complete suppression of human and 
political rights. Without oil, South Afri
ca would not be able to continue its 
illegal occupation of Namibia, and its 
aggressive military incursions into the 
Frontline states. South Africa has no 
commercially exploitable oil of its own, 
and can provide less than 1/4 of its 
current oil needs with its SASOL coal
to-oil synthetic fuel plants. By law, all 
oil companies operating in South Africa 
are required to supply the police and 
military with fuel; all plants and oil 
operations are subject to government 
takeover in the event of "civil unrest"; 
and all plants must maintain private 
militias. 

For further information on the Shell 
boycott and how you can help, contact: 

East Bay: 532-7262 
San Francisco: 661-9492 

SWAPO: 
26 Years of Struggle 

'South Afrir;afelt the impact when Angola, Mozambique and Zimbabwe 
won independence; the independence of Namibia will make themfeel even 
more cornered. '-Hidipo Hamutenya, SW APO 

Since 1960, the South West 
Africa Peoples' Organization 
(SWAPO) has led the struggle for 
Namibian independence. The terri
tory of Southwest Africa (Namibia) 
has been dominated by South Africa 
since 1915, when German colonial 
rule of South West Africa was 
terminated. In 1966, the United 
Nations demanded the immediate 
withdrawal of South African admin
istration, declaring the continued 
occupation of Namibia illegal. 

But the South African government 
has defied this order and initiated a 
massive military buildup which has 
virtually transformed Namibia's 
northern territory into a gigantic 
military base. Today, the South 
African government maintains a mili
tary occupation force numbering one 
'soldier for every 12 N amibians. 
These troops are used to terrorize the 
civilian population and for aggressive 
strikes against the neighboring state 
of Angola since 1975. 

After 26 years of struggle, 
SWAPO and the Namibian people 

have resisted South Africa's every 
attempt to install a puppet govern
ment friendly to the racist regime in 
Pretoria. In this effort, the South 
African government has been aided 
by the actions of so-called Western 
"Contact Group" (Britain, Canada, 
France, W. Germany, and the U.S.) 
which have repeatedly blocked 
implementation of UN Resolution 
435 (1978). 

The Reagan administration is hold
ing the cause of Namibian indepen
dence hostage to the demand that 
Cuban troops withdraw from Angola. 
But the Angolan government and 
SW APO strongly oppose the "link
age" of issues because of the menace 
posed by South Africa's military 
presence. 

SW APO continues the fight for 
independence and an end to US 
complicity in the plunder of Nami
bia's mineral resources. And despite 
the hardships imposed by South 
Africa's brutal occupation, the 
people of Namibia are convinced 
that victory is certain. 

The BAFSAM Extends Warmest Greetings 
& Congratulations to the 

South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) 
On the Occassion of Their 26th Anniversary 

April 19th (1960-1986) 



"Popular 
P " ower ... 
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.. 
nity against the local organs of apar-
theid control that needs to be analyzed 
in order to develop an understanding of 
the uprising as a whole. 

First, the basis of the uprising is the 
material conditions of the townships, 
aggravated by the continuing economic 
recession. Second, these conditions are 
related directly to the whole system of 
apartheid and therefore to the question 
of control over political power. Third, 
the local civic groups are a fundamental 
component of the UDF, which emerged 
as the first mass-based organization 
since the banning of the national libera
tion movement in 1960. Fourth, the 
tactics decided upon at the first meeting 
represented a combination of the basic 
forms of struggle which had become 
part of the tradition of resistance against 
apartheid-work stayaways, school 
boycotts and consumer boycotts. Final
ly, the physical attacks upon local 
government representatives from the 
first day of the uprising prefigured the 
destruction of local government struc
tures, the resignation of council mem
bers under pressure from their commu
nities and the destruction of 500 police
men's homes over the last year and a 
half. 

The depth of the uprising lies in the 
relationship between the conditions in 
the townships-increased rents, high 
unemployment and the new constitution 
which excludes the vast majority of 
South Africans-and the mass mobili
zation of the oppressed majority, sym
bolized by the UDF's increasing 
strength and growth since its national 
launch in August 1983. 

The organs of state power in the 

townships and the question of popular 
control over local government has been 
the central focus of the uprising since 
September 1984. The logic of this form 
of resistance was analyzed by the 
African National Congress's National 
Executive Committee in its January 
1984 anniversary message-eight 
months before "ungovernability" 
emerged as a goal of township resist
ance. Delivering the statement, ANC 
president Oliver Tambo said: "We must 
begin to use our acccumulated strength 
to destroy the organs of the apartheid 
regime. We have to undermine and 
weaken its control over us, exactly by 
frustrating its attempts to control us. 
We should direct our collective might to 
rendering the enemy's instruments of 
authority unworkable. To march for
ward must mean that we advance 
against the regime's organs of state 
power, creating conditions in which the 
country becomes increasingly ungovern
able." 

Un-Banning the ANC 
The years between the 1960 state of 

emergency and the current uprising saw 
the development of organizational struc
tures and methods, both in exile and in 
the building of an underground within 
South Africa. Of, particular importance 
in this process ips the influx of 
refugees into the ANC after the 1976 
uprising. It was these new recruits who 
could learn from the experiences gained 
by those who had left the country in the 
1960s and who could benefit from the 
organizational developments that had 
occurred since, including the liberation 
of Angola and Mozambique. 

But, although the ANC had managed 
to establish itself in exile by the mid-
1970s, it was only beginning to develop 
its organizational structures under
ground inside South Africa. Umkhonto 
we Sizwe began launching attacks on a 
sustained basis by the beginning of 
1977, but still lacked the capacity to 

"ISRAEL and SOUTH AFRICA: 
THE APARTHEID CONNECTION?" 

A Joint National Speaking Tour 
featuring the 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 
and the 

NOVEMBER 29th COMMITIEE for PALESTINE 
Fri., May 2d-7:30 p.m. 

First Unitarian Church Franklin & Geary Streets, S.F. 
$3-5 Donation (information: 861-1552) 

escalate the war. 
By the early 1980s the regime was 

faced with an operational underground 
and the emergence of community-based 
grassroots organizations whose ideologi
cal direction was increasingly articu
lated within the ANC tradition. 

The present uprising is increasingly 
an expression of the unity of the various 
forms of struggle at both "legal" and 
"illegal" levels of activity. Although 
hamstrung by constant detentions, the 
ban on meetings and the murder of 
important activists, the still legal UDF 
continues to take up the issues within 
the communities and to engage in legal, 
nonviolent forms of struggle-the most 
successful in the short term being the 
consumer boycotts. 

At the illegal level, it is accepted that 
the ANC has reestablished itself firmly 
within the communities. Groups of 
youths have been formed into combat 
groups to act against collaborators and 
to develop what has been termed 
"people's war" to make the county "un
governable." Interlinked with these 
developments has been a sharp increase 
in the armed actions of Umkhonto we 
Sizwe units, including a reported 136 
guerrilla actions in 1985. 

The Rise of "Popular Power" 
And, the most politicized communi

ties-Langa outside Port Elizabeth, and 
Cradock in the Eastern Cape-there 
have emerged new forms of popular 
local government based on direct local 
democracy. It is this establishment of 
an alternative people's power in these 
areas-however rudimentary and pre
carious-that characterizes the present 
uprising as a unique and completely 
new phase in the struggle for a non
racial, democratic South Africa. 

The effect of these developments at a 
national level has been to throw the 
regime into ideological and strategic 
confusion. The ruling Nationalist Party 
seems immobilized by its inability to 
completely repress the uprising or to 
achieve consensus within the ruling 
class as to future policy. 

Having failed to impose a situation of 
"security" and economic growth, such 
as was achieved as a result of the 
temporary defeat of the liberation move
ment in 1960, the regime is now 
establishing a state of permanent emer
gency, with the "extraordinary" meas
ures now made part of ongoing security 
procedures. South Africa is-as white 
opposition leader Fredrick Van Zyl 
Slabbert stated in February 1986 when 
resigning from the all-white parliament 
-now in a state of civil war. 
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