
r
OFFICE COPY

DO NOT REMOVE

i. d. a.j news notes
Published by the United States Committee of the International Defense and Aid Fund for Southern Africa

P.O. Box 17, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 October, 1982 Telephone (617) 491-8343

How long have you been with the ANC, and how did you become
involved with it?

Well, my involvement with the ANC is from my childhood, since
my father was a member of the ANC. But I actively got involved
when I left South Africa and went to Swaziland. I went to high
school in Swaziland. I went there for the first time in 1959. Affer the
organization was banned in South Africa in 1960 it was one of the
few places where it had a really visible presence. So my involvement
dates from my high school days.

There have been a number oftrials ofANC members in the last few
months in South Africa, and the govemment seems to be making more
use of the treason accusation, as in the Barbara Hogan case-

Hogan, yes. True. I guess one of the indications of increasing
political activity in South Africa is looking at the political trials that
are going on. In an increasing number of them, as you point out,

there is an attempt to sharpen the
........--""""!!!!""""'"---..c;>- legal weapon against political

activity. And there is also a fear
on the part of the South African
government that respect and
influence for especially the
African National Congress is
growing in their country,
definitely among the black
population. It's even beginning to
make inroads into the white
population. The South African
government would like to make
some exemplary sentences, ex

emplary cases, especially in dealing with white activists, by doing to
them some of the things that they've always done to black activists
and doing them just as severely.

Do you see the Ruth First letter-bomb as part of that pattern?
Yes, it's again an indication of some of the fear that has engulfed

the white power circles in South Africa. The bombing of ANC
offices in London is another indication of that. Of course in Southern
Africa, in neighboring countries, they have been doing this sort of '
thing, murdering political activists or members of theANC, quite at
random. It has happened in Swaziland, in Mozambique, in Zim
babwe-and of course in Angola there have been a lot of incursions
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by the South African military. In fact there's essentially an occupying
force almost on a permanent basis in southern Angola.

The government would like to put fear in the hearts of the leaders
of the neighboring countries, fear in the hearts of politically active
South Africans who are in exile, all in an attempt to cow people or to
subdue people into inactivity. But I think it has the opposite effect. It
popularizes the movement within the country. It indicates the effec
tiveness of the movement to the people in the country, who

"South Africa is involved
in international terrorism. "

understand quite clearly that the government wouldn't be going to
these lengths if the activists were not effective in some of the things
that they're doing. It serves to isolate South Africa even from among
its allies, because what South Africa is involved in, essentially, is
international terrorism.

What is happening in Mozambique right now is an accepted
destabilization attempt supported by the South African government,
which has tried to sabotage economic installations in Mozambique
and sever transportation links-all intended to bring the
government of Mozambique to heel. The people come from South
Africa, they're trained in South Africa, they're equipped by South
Africa and there's no other area in the surrounding countries that can
form a haven for them except South Africa. And were it not for
South Africa they would not be able to survive for long.

How do you deal with those people who say that liberation
movements are part of the "total onslaught" of the Communist Bloc
against South Africa?

Well, how do I deal with it...[laughs] continued on page 8

lOAF WOMEN'S COMMITTEE
Learn more about the life, work, and political struggles of

women in Southern Africa. The IDAF Women's
Committee plans to organize a speaking and fund-raising
tour early in 1983 for several Southern African women
who have been active in the liberation movement and want
to share their experiences with concerned women and men
in this country.

Can you help with this project? If you are a member of a
school, church group, labor union or other organization
which would like to sponsor a talk, please write to:
Susan PeC:ersen, lOAF Women's Committee, P.O. Box 17,
Cambridge, MA 02138.

The Women UnderApartheidbrochure enclosed with this
newsletter contains biographical information about our
speakers and lists further resources available from the
Women's Committee.
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Items relating to political trials and detentions appear in red.

For more comprehensive news about political prisoners in Southern Africa,
please see our bimonthly publication Focus.

The following news items are based on shortwave broadcasts by the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), the Voice of America (VOAj, and Radio South
Africa (RSA). They are intended to supplement major news sources and are not
exhaustive. Because radio reception is sometimes unclear, the spelling of all proper
names cannot be guaranteed.

4 August
USA-Columbia University announced that it would give an honorary doctorate

to Bishop Desmond Tutu, the Secretary General of the South African Council of
Churches (SACC). The degree is only the third that Columbia has given to someone
living ·off·campus and outside New York. (Others went to Abraham lincoln and
Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas.) The University's President Michael
Sovern saluted Tutu as a voice of his oppressed people and a beacon of peaceful
opposition to apartheid. BBC

3 August
Namibia-Hidipo Hamutenya, representative of the South West Africa People's

Organization (SWAPO) said South Africa has been backtracking and delaying on
Namibian independence. Hamutenya said South Africa's allegation of a SWAPO
"assassination plot" against Namibian political leaders was absolute nonsense, and
that these leaders posed no threat to SWAPO in the first place. He said South Africa
was causing a cynical prolongation of the suffering of the people of Namibia. BBC

South Africa-The Zulu king was said to be happy with the results of a meeting he
requested with Prime Minister Botha. The king, the uncle of kwaZulu Chief
Minist€r Gatsha Buthelezi. is strongly opposed to the Swazi land deal. He went to
the meeting after an ndaba or traditional gathering of elders and tribespeople which
numbered from twenty to fifty thousand p.eople, and at which Buthelezi was as
prominent a participant as the king. The South African government said Buthelezi
was forcing the Zulus to abandon nonviolence. VOA

8 August
. South Africa-Ernest Dipale, detained under the Internal Security Act, was found

hanged in his cell. security chief Gen. Johan Coetzee announced. Dipale made a
confession yesterday and was to have appeared in court tomorrow. Dipale was
detained on charges of furthering the aims of the ANC Coetzee meanwhile stated
that the Palestine Liberation Organization had trained and armed ANC members on
bases in Mozambique, Tanzania, and Lebanon. RSA

6 August
'South Africa-Three ANC members-Theile Simon Mogoera'ne, 23, Jerry

Semano Mosololi, 25, and Marcus Thabo Motaung, 27-were sentenced to death
for high treason and murder in connection with attacks on police stations in Soweto
and Pretoria in which four people were killed, as well as attacks on railway lines and
electricity substations. Judge Curlewis cited the deaths of policemen in sentencing.
Murder trials against ANC members have been rare because the ANC tries to avoid
casualties in its attacks on the government. In their trial the three had said conditions
in Southern Africa forced them to seek military training. Mogoeranecited the death
of Hector Peterson, the first of the high school students to be killed in the ]976
Soweto uprising. Mosololi spoke of inequities in education and Motaung said the
death of a two-year-old due to police violence had led him to join the ANC BBC

South Africa------About half of the 3000-member student body has left fort Hare
University and are seeking court action to be allowed to return. Students left after
their May boycott was declared illegal. Recent turmoil at the University began
when students stoned the car of Ciskei Chief Minister Lennox Sebe, who was there
for a ceremony. VOA

5 August
South Africa-Eight of the mercenaries convicted of hijacking an Air India plane

to South Africa from the Seychelles were turned down after asking for leave to
appeal their convictions. Col. Mike Hoare, leader of the attempted coup, was
among the eight. BBC

Namibia-A South African foreign affairs official and two generals left New York
after talks with the UN over the role of the UN Transitional Assistance Group
(UNTAG) in a Namibian settlement. No starting date for the 7-month transition
process has been agreed upon by all parties. VOA

South Africa-P.W. Botha's plan for constitutional reform has prompted
demands for general elections from both the right and the left. Dr. Connie
Mulder, Minister of Information during the "Muldergate" scandal, called for
elections at the first national conference of the new Conservative Party. Frederik
vanZyl Siabbert, leader of the opposition Progressive Federal Party (PFP). said
Botha should test his plan with elections among whites, Coloureds and Asians. VOA

UN photo
Robert Mugabe andJoshua Nkomo, 1978

2 August
South Africa-The National Congress of the Nationalist Party, held in Bloemfon

tein, endorsed Prime Minister Botha's plan for constitutional reform, which
includes a strong Executive President, Coloured and Asian representation in the
Cabinet, and separate houses in Parliament for Coloureds and Asians. The Times of
London said in an editorial that Botha's plan offers no hope at all to the African
majority. BBC

Lesotho-The homes of political exileTembiHaniand ofTemba Banzi, the ANC
representative in Maseru, were bombed. Banzi's wife was seriously injured in the
bombing. I1NC. VOA

Zimbabwe-Prime Minister Robert Mugabeand ZAPU leaderJoshua Nkomo met
at Nkomo's request to discuss the country's security situation. This was their first
meeting since Nkomo was ousted from the Cabinet. BBC

-1 August
Namibia-Speaking in Windhoek, the West German spokesperson of the five

nation Western Contact Group said the parties concerned in a Namibian settlement
were closer to agreement than ever before. He said the composition of the UN
military force to be stationed in the country was among the difficulties still
remaining. He would not comment on the "trial ceasefire" which South Africa has
said could come into effect on 15 August. BBC

Swazi/and-Oliver Tambo, President of the African National Congress (ANC),
told a news conference that he had met with representatives of the Swaziland
government concerning the land deal with South Africa, and that discussions
would continue after the summit conference of the Organization of African Unity
(OAU). I=te urged Swaziland to reject the deal, which is supported by King Sobhuza
II. a longtime ally of the ANC Tambo said border adjustments must wait until
liberation is achieved. The South African government meanwhile announced that
rail lines would be built connecting Swaziland with kaNgwane and Ngwavuma, the
two areas to be ceded to Swaziland. The cost of R100 million would be shared by
the two countries. BBC
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Miragejet fighters nearPretoria

9 August
South Africa-The government appointed a commission to look into the question

of the Swazi land deal, the first sign that it might have a compromise or fallback
position. BBC

South Africa-Security Police confirmed that Eric Mntonga, a senior official of
the South African Allied Workers Union (SAAWU), had been receiving treatment
for a "slight ailment." Mntonga, detained last November, allegedly tried to commit
suicide by taking an overdose of sleeping tablets, but police could not explain how
he obtained them. BBC
Libya-Speaking at a meeting of the Front-Line States in Tripoli, SWAPO Presi

dent Sam Nujoma said he would go to New York this week to sign a Namibian
ceasefire if South Africa was willing. Negotiations were expected to resume at the
UN on 12 August. Three areas of dispute remained: the electoral system, the
composition of the UN peacekeeping force, and SWAPO's refusal to link
independence neg9tiations with the q\lestion of Cuban trooRs in An8.-ola. VOA

South Africa-In the wake of the death of Ernest Dipale, the opposition PFP said a
commission of inquiry was urgently needed to investigate and review the entire
detention system. Minister of Police Louis leGrange said there were higher Pltes of
death in custody for nonpolitical prisoners than for politicals, and that it was only
the deaths of those held for internal security reasons that made worldwide news.
BBC

10 August
POrlugal-The government denied rumors of a plot to overthrow the Angolan

regime and said it would not tolerate any interference with governments with
whom it has close relations. The plot, reported in Expresso magazine, was to have
been carried out with South African and possibly CIA assistance. Despite its denial,
Portugal ordered an urgent investigation. VOA

South Africa-More labor trouble in the motor industry followed the withdrawal
of the National Au tomobile and Allied Workers Union(NAAWU) from bargaining.
Ford closed its Eastern Cape operations. At another factory, hundreds of workers
were refused entry, and police used tear gas. However, a police statement later said,
"No tear gas was issued, therefore no tear gas was used." Ten thousand auto workers
were on strike for a $3 an hour minimum wage. They had been offered $1.90 an
hour, an increase of 18¢. BBC

Angola-After its strenuous denials earlier, the South African government
admitted it was invading Angola and had lost a helicopter to a SWAPO ground-to
air missile. Angolan Foreign Minister Paulo Jorge said on 5 August that South Africa
had bombed the town of Cahama two weeks before. South Africa claimed that over
300 SWAPO members had been killed in the continuing invasion. The loss of the
helicopter with 15 men was South Africa's biggest setback in the 16-year war. South
Africa said the current invasion was necessary because SWAPO had been building
up arms caches in preparation for raids during the soon-to-be-declared ceasefire.
BBC

11 August
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Lesotho-The government rejected a message of sympathy from South African
Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha over the death of Minister of Works John Rampata,
who was killed by the Lesotho Liberation Army (LLA). The LLA is reportedly
supported by South Africa. BBC

-12 August
Namibia-The costs of the war in Namibia ha~e been high both in Angola and in

South Africa. Two "moderates" in the Angolan government were recently fired
after the deepening of political divisions aggravated by the war. The Angolan
government spends some $500 million a year to maintain Cuban troops in the

'country. Together with MPLA military costs, this comes to about half of Angola's
GNP. The costs to South Africa have been both economic and in the number of
lives lost. VOA

13 August
Angola-Gen. Charles Lloyd, commander of the South African Defense Force

(SADF) in Namibia, said South Africa had achieved its objectives in the Angolan
invasion and that SWAPO has had to move its command post 150 miles north of the
border. He said 29 South African troops had been killed, and that some army units
had returned to their bases in Namibia. Lloyd said the invasion was carried out not
to disrupt the proposed ceasefire but because SWAPO was planning a major
offensive. SWAPO meanwhile claimed to have downed 7 South African
helicopters and 16 Mirage jets. BBC

Mozambique- The rebel Mozambique National Resistance (MNR) claimed to have
again sabotaged the country's oil pipeline and to have attacked the train travelling
between Beira and the Zimbabwean border, killing 14 passengers and wounding 50,
many critically. MNR attacks seem to have been increasing recently. VOA

14 August
South Amca-About 700 mourners defied a police ban on demonstrations by

attending the funeral of detainee Ernest Dipale in Soweto. Freedom songs and
salutes were much in evidence. Three foreign television crews were banned from
the area and four people detained. BBC
Namibia-The Times of London said that if South Africa had the will for a

Namibian settlement a compromise would certainly be possible. The Guardian
pointed out that every time a settlement seemed to be imminent, South Africa
invaded Angola again or raised new objections, thus illustrating Prime Minister
Botha's failure to deliver on his talk of progress. BBC

16 August
South Africa-A survey by the Sunday Times of Johannesburg said a majority of

whites supported the new constitution, as did a majority of Coloureds and Asians,
but that the latter two groups believed that Africans must be included at a later
stage. A majority of both Nationalist Party and Conservative Party members
supported the plan, as did PFP constituencies. However, PFP members did not
criticize their leaders for withholding support. BBC



17 August
Seychelles-Rebels took over the radio station, captured hostages, and demanded

the firing of officers who had acted in an arrogant and dehumanizing manner.
Minister of Defense and Youth Oglesby-Lewis, a potential successor to President
Rene, and five "unsavory" majors were named as the targets of the rebels, Reports
said 250 hostages were taken, among them the five white mercenaries convicted of
taking part in last year's attempted coup. BBG

Mozambique-Ruth First, 57, a prominentSouth African exile and widely known
writer on African affairs, was killed by a letter-bomb at Eduardo Mondlane Uni
versity, where she was the research director of the Center for African Studies. Three
others who were in her office were injured. The government blamed South Africa
for the bombing. The letter-bomb reportedly had the return address of the South
African Information and Documentation Exchange and was routed through the US
embassy's diplomatic pouch. Ruth First was an influential ANC leader, although she
was not involved in planning ANC activities in South Africa. [See Tribute to Ruth
First in August News Notes.] VOA

20 August
Namibia-Hans Smit, editor of the Windhoek Observer, pleaded guilty to 11

charges under the Defense Act. Smit, who had waged a campaign against govern
ment pretensions, said the authorities have introduced institutionalized terror and
injustice on a vast scale. He was fined more than £2000, some of which was
suspended. BBG

21 August
Zimbabwe-Robert Mugabe announced that three white SADF members were

killed in a clash with Zimbabwean military forces at Sengwe, 18 miles from the
Mozambique border. Mugabe said the clash marked a new phase in South Africa's
destabilization program and was linked to a plan to invade Zimbabwe. Eastern Bloc
arms and Irish and South African medical supplies were displayed after the clash.
Mugabe rejected a suggestion that the three were connected with the MNR, saying
he doubted the MNR had any whites in it. BBG

Namibia-The Namibian administration claimed that 20 SWAPO members were
killed by South African forces. South Africa, pushing farther into Angola toward
Cahama, was encountering stauncher resistance from the Angolans. Angola said
that South Africa was preparing new attacks and was mounting daily
reconnaissance flights in search of missile batteries. BBG

22 August
Swaziland-King Sobhuza n died yesterday at the age of 83, having ruled his

country of half a million since 1921. No clear successor to Sobhuza was in view.
BBG

23 August
South Africa-The Rt. Rev. Graham Chadwick,

bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman, planned to lOTaWANA

resign his post at the end of 1982 because the
government would not allow him tolivein orvisit
without a permit the main parts of his diocese.
Chadwick had been in the Bophuthatswana
bantustan and was threatened with detention if he
again tried to cross into South Africa without a
permit. BBG

Mozambique-Ruth First was buried alongside
ANC members killed some months ago in a South
African raid. The funeral was attended by
thousands, including many senior government
officials. Responding to last week's statement by
South African Defense Minister Magnus Malan
that South Africa could not tolerate the increase in sophisticated weapons in
Mozambique, President Machel said the "weapons" Malan referred to were people
like Ruth First, who demonstrated the viability of a nonracial society. BBG

Zimbabwe-South Africa yesterday ordered an investigation into the mission of
the South African unit that clashed with Zimbabwean forces at Sengwe. Of the
three men killed, one wore the uniform of the former Rhodesian army, another an
Angolan MPLA military uniform. General Viljoen, head of the SADF, called on
Zimbabwe to provide information to investigators and said noSouth African action
had been authorized in Zimbabwe. South Africa made no categorical denial of the
incursion. BBG

Zimbabwe-Four more people were killed in terrorist activity, including Peter
Gradwell, a university lecturer, and his 15-year-old niece, Donna Clark. The other
two were a white woman and a policeman. BBG

South Africa-The trial of Roggerio Chamusso, 32, a Mozambican charged with
terrorism and murder, was to begin tomorrow. Chamusso allegedly murdered two
white construction workers and sabotaged an electrical transformer on 23 October
1981. RSA
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25 August
Mozambique-The government claimed that an attack near the Swazi border in

which three were killed and three captured was carried out by South African
commandos. Forty or fifty men led by four whites had arrived in a helicopter. One
Portuguese mechanic, who had worked at a center for training members of new
farming cooperatives, was among the dead. Such cooperatives are at the heart of
Mozambican development policy. Mozambique saw the attack as an attempt to
frighten Portuguese citizens coming to the country under cooperation agreements.
BBG

Botswana-The chief of the Botswana defense forces said South Africa was
violating the country's territory. He said South African soldiers in the Caprivi Strip
had fired on Botswana soldiers and poached game. BBG

26 August
South Africa-The World Alliance of Reformed Churches suspended the

membership of South Africa's two white Dutch Reformed Churches and said they
could resume membership when they rejected apartheid and helped its victims. The
Coloured DRe the Sendingkerk (Mission Church), must now decide whether to
remain with its "mother church." The Alliance also elected as its first Third World
President Dr. Allan Boesak, a black theologian and leading member of the
Sendingkerk. BBG

27 August
South Africa-Gen. Constand Viljoen, chief of the SADF, said the soldiers who

invaded Zimbabwe wereSADF personnel on an unauthorized mission, apparently
to release political detainees. They had been undergoing a military training program
in the northern Transvaal with many other ex-Rhodesians. Defense spokesperson
Philip Myburg of the PFP said that serious political questions were raised by

. Viljoen's admission. He pointed out that South Africa does not tolerate such
unauthorized raids from the Front-Line States. Zimbabwean Security Minister
Emerson Munangagwa recently said the body of another white South African
soldier was found near the scene of the clash. BBG

South Africa-Deep trouble in the economy has hit blacks first and hardest. The
unemployment rate is extremely high among blacks. One and a half million blacks
are out of work, causing a devastating effect on the black community. BBG

Angola-Jonas Savimbi, head of the rebel UNITA movement, said the USSR and
Cuba support the MPLA government so they can use it as a base for extending their
power in Southern Africa. Savimbi said UNITA has an army of 20,000 and that it
controls a fourth of Angola. He said the UN plan for Namibian independence was
doomed without his cooperation, because he controls southern Angola. RSA

28 August
South Africa-Three vehicles were destroyed by explosion, a fierce fire began,

and shots were heard as two people fled the SADF camp near Durban. The SADF
said the explosions were not caused by sabotage, but an investigation was begun.
VOA

29 August
AngOla-Angola said 5000 South Africans were in Cunene province preparing for

a big new invasion, with 30,000 more massing on the Namibian border. A South
African brigade had established a base 180 km. inside the border. The SADF replied
that they were in Namibia to protect the people against SWAPO terrorism and that
terrorists would be followed wherever they might hide. BBG



31 August
Mozambique-The MNR demanded the release of political prisoners by the

MPLA government in return for five Bulgarians who were kidnapped on 28
August. An MNR spokesperson said that the Bulgarians, who had been helping
rebuild the road between Malawi and Mozambique, were under the protection of

e army. The MNR said they would detain all foreigners involved with
fozambican forces. BBC
Zimbabwe-Robert Mugabe said in the 1985 elections his ZANU party would

field white candidates, which it did not do in the elections that took place shortly
after independence. Mugabe said the defection of nine MPs from Ian Smith's
Republican Front proved that not all Zimbabwean whites were racist. Mugabe said
he would campaign on a one-party-state platform, but that such a state would not be
imposed on the people if they did not want it. BBC, VOA

Zimbabwe-Noel and Allen York, two brothers, were released from detention
without conditions after their family appealed to Prime Minister Mugabe. Their
release after seven months averted a constitutional crisis. On 3 August justice
Minister Simbi Mubaka said there was no real conflict between the government and
the judiciary over the Yorks' detention, only a misunderstanding over legal
procedure. VOA

South Africa-Willem deKlerk, editor of the influential NP newspaper the
Transva/er, was fired amid rumors that the giant Afrikaner publishing house
Perskor might switch its allegiance from the NP to the Conservative Party. The
chair of Perskor was apparently sympathetic to CP head Andries Treurnicht and
had often clashed with deKlerk, the brother of the Transvaal NP leader who
replaced Treurnicht after Treurnicht defected from the Nationalists. VOA, BBC

1 September
South Africa-Defense Minister Magnus Malan said legislation was being

prepared to make about 100,000 immigrants liable for compulsory military service
in South Africa. RSA

2 September
South Africa-Bishop Desmond Tutu, Secretary General of the South African

Council of Churches, spoke out against the current investigation of the Eloff
Commission, which is looking into the philosophy, activities, and financial
dealings of the SACCo Tutu called the investigation "a blasphemous undertaking, a
usurpation of the divine prerogative of the church." The bishop, whose passport
was revoked last year for his allegedly having advocated sanctions against South
Africa while in Europe and America, said he would appear before the Commission
only because he had nothing to hide. He said the government was on the same side
as Communism and Nazism and that it would fall because it was on the side of the
oppressor. BBC

South Africa-Port Elizabeth dock workers on a slowdown directed against the
South African Transport Services were fired and bussed to the township by police.
The SATS, the country's biggest employer, had been engaged in an 1I-month
dispute with the General Workers Union over the issue of recognition. Some
thought the job action would spread to Durban and Cape Town. David Lewis,
Secretary General of the GWU, said the situation would be reviewed over the
weekend and if no progress was apparent the ports might be closed down in a total
strike. BBC

3 September
South Africa-The NP Congress of the Orange Free State approved P. W. Botha's

plan for constitutional reform, but less easily than in Natal. Two of the four
delegates who voted against it were likely to join the CP. Colin Eglin of the PFP said
the government's refusal to hold a referendum on the reforms was tacit admission
that most South Africans did not support the new Constitution. VOA

Swazi/and-Twenty-two nations were represented at the funeral of King
Sobhuza II. who isto be buried in a secret cave under the full moon. OliverTambo,
President of the ANC was present along with South Africa's Vice President Alwyn
Schlebusch and Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha. The US was represented by the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce and jazz musician Lionel Hampton. VOA

Mozambique-An agreement was signed with the US to provide Mozambique
with 20,000 tons of food. The US said it resumed food aid to Mozambique about a
year ago following a six-month break in relations after Mozambique expelled six
US diplomats for allegedly spying for the CIA. RSA

4 September
Mozambique-A court ordered the confiscation of a South African trawler which

was seized on 27 August for violating Mozambican waters. The boat's captain,
whose logbook showed he had repeatedly been in Mozambican waters, was fined
$27,000. BBC

Zambia-A summit meeting of the Front-Line States in Lusaka decisively
rejected the linkage of the Cuban troop issue to Namibian independence, saying it
would violate both the letter and the spirit of UN Resolution 435. BBC, RSA
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6 September
Mozambique-The johannesburg Star said Lt. Adrian Bomba, a Mozambican

pilot who defected to South Africa and left an SADF translating job in April for
unstated reasons, was nowl heading the Information Department of the MNR.

South Africa-Speaking at the International Outlook Conference, former US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger said South Africa must share political power
with blacks or an explosion of violence was inevitable. On his visit to Southern
Africa, Kissinger met with Prime Minister Botha, Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha,
Defense Minister Malan, and visited Windhoek where he stayed with
Administrator General Hough and met with the Council of Ministers and various
parties including SWAPO. Kissinger said Namibia was not a potential flash-point
and that a settlement within a year was possible. He said that if South Africa
withdrew from Namibia the Cubans should be withdrawn from Angola. VOA .

Zimbabwe-Fourteen suspects, including Air Vice Marshal Hugh Slattery and Air
Commodore Pyle, were detained in connection with last month's attack on the
Thornhill Air Force base at Gweru, when 13 planes were destroyed or damaged.
Security Minister Munangagwa said last week that the saboteurs had been
identified. BBC

, USA-The AFL-C10 announced that its George Meany Award for human rights
would be given to kwaZulu Chief Minister Gatsha Buthelezi and posthumously to
labor organizer Neil Aggett, who died in detention at john Vorster Square. RSA

7 September
USA-Vice President Bush and Bishop Desmond Tutu of the SACC were the

featured speakers at the Episcopal General Convention in New Orleans. Church
leaders used diplomatic channels to get a special travel permit for Tutu. Tutu said
the granting of the permit puzzled him, since the South African government knew
he would continue to say what he has said before. He renewed his attacks on
apartheid, saying the South African government tries to defend the indefensible.
VOA
South Africa-Three ANC members-Patrick Maqubela, 32, Mboniswa Maqhut

yana, 29, and Seth Gaba, 24, were sentenced to 20 years each for treason for their
role in a series of explosions in Durban last year. Police dispersed the crowd in the
Pietermaritzburg court room with tear gas and then used tear gas on the crowd after
it left the building. BBC

8 September
South Africa-journalist Allister Sparks said the Eloff Commission investigation of

the SACC might be used as a pretext for prohibiting the SACC from receiving
money from abroad, some of which is used to defend political prisoners and to aid
refugees fleeing from apartheid. VOA

South Africa-Barbara Hogan, a 29-year-old graduate student at the University of
Witwatersrand, was brought to court in the first treason trial of a white South
African in nearly twenty years. Hogan was not accused of taking part in violence
but si mply of belonging to the ANC which has the overthrow of the government as
one of its aims. Her post-graduate work focused on the potential for forminga union
of unemployed people, which she conceded was done with a view to helping the
ANC in its fight against South Africa's racial and economic policies. VOA

South Africa-Roy and Roland Vincent, brothers who fled weapons charges in
Zimbabwe by plane after being released on bail, were given temporary residence
permits. The brothers were detained under immigration laws after arriving without
travel documents. BBC

South Africa-A team from Armscor, the parastatal armaments corporation, was
sent abroad in a campaign to boost arms sales. In addition to selling armored cars,
telecommunications systems, troop carriers and missiles, the team will gather vital
information about the needs of various countries in South America, the Middle East
and certain parts of Africa. South Africa aims to increase its present average arms
sales of R Ia million per year to R130 million. BBC

Mozambique-Forty-six rebels were killed and weapons including machine guns,
rockets, rifles and shells were captured when Mozambique overran an MNR base
in Manica plovince over the weekend. BBC

"FORGET NOT OUR SISTERS"
The slide presentation Forget Not Our Sisters, on the

struggle of women in Southern Africa, is available for
rental from lOAF, The rental fee is $10.00 for those picking
it up at our office, or $15.00 if we mail or deliver it. Forget
Not Our Sisters comes with a taped narration. Contact lOAF
in Cambridge for further information,



9 September
South Africa-The death in detention of black

leader Steve Biko in 1977 was observed with a
series of meetings at the University of Natal,
attended by more than 200 black students and
two whites. Further meetings were planned across
the country. A spokesperson of the Azanian
People's Organization (Azapo) said the death of
Biko had become a magnifying glass through
which the whole spectrum of South African life
was exposed, and that it ended a situation in
which detainees died in silence and in secret. BBC

SOUTH AFRICA ON SLIDES
Two new slide/tape presentations are now available from

IDAF. Amandla! traces the history of white oppression and the
black liberation struggle in South Africa. Forge! Not Our Sisters
focuses on the role of women in the struggle. (Amandla! is also
available in filmstrip form.)

14 September
Swaziland-Some resentment has followed a government order that Swazi

citizens shave their heads or crop their hair as a sign of public mourning for King
Sobhuza II. BBC

South Africa-The main hurdle for P. W. Botha's plan for constitutional reform
was cleared when the Transvaal Congress of the NP approved the plan with only
one dissenting vote. A select Parliamentary committee will probably be appointed
to prepare legislation for the changes. BBC

South Africa-Twelve black workers were kill~d and more than 160 injured and
hospitalized after an underground fire in the Buffelsfontein mine. BBC

UnitedNations-A South African delegation led by the Administrator General for
Namibia, Danie Hough, met with UN officials including Gen. Prem Chand and
Martii Ahtisaari, the special representative of the Secretary General. The meeting
concerned implementation of UN Resolution 435 and the deployment of UNTAG.
The Reagan Administration had meanwhile sent a message to each Of the Front-Line
States which reportedly urged the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. A
letter from the USSR to the UN Secretary General blamed the US and South Africa
for trying to block Namibian independence with their ultimatum on Cuban
withdrawal. RSA

15 September
South Africa-Prime Minister Botha said the consolidation of the bantustans

would be completed in four years, reportedly at a cost of R880 million. Both the cost
and the timetable seemed to be dependent on the economic situation. RSA

USA-KwaZulu Chief Minister Gatsha Buthelezi said that if South Africa imple
ments reforms it will strengthen the hand of those pursuing armed struggle_
Buthelezi, who was in the US to speak at a conference in Philadelphia, said reforms
would make nonviolence less of a noble cause and would bring the point of no
return somewhat closer. VOA

16 September
USA-The Commerce Department resubmitted a request denied earlier this year

by the State Department to sell a sophisticated metallurgical press to South Africa.
The press, which South Africa says it wants in order to manufacture drill bits for oil
rigs, could also be used in the production of nuclear weapons. VOA

17 September
Namibia-Administrator.General Danie Hough was told by P.W. Botha to submit

a final plan by 23 September to broaden Namibia's interim government. The plan,
which will propose more representation by various ethnic groups, may be intended
as a tactic to speed negotiations. It would provide a stronger government in the
event of an internal settlement. Dirk Mudge, leader of the South-AFrica-sponsored
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA) said on 7 September that he "categorically
rejected" such a plan and that he thought Hough should return to the Transvaal. The
South African government was also said to be encouraging Caprivi tribal chiefs to
press for secession and to allow the Caprivi African National Union (CANU) to
operate freely. CANU broke away from SWAPO in 1980. BBC .

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
IDAF plans to trim its mailing list in early 1983. If we

have not received a donation, literature order, or kind word
from you within the past year, we may stop sending you
News Notes. Please let us hear from you. Exchanges of

.1 publications may be accepted in lieu of donations.

6

18 September
South Africa-Bishop Desmond Tutu, returning from his visit to the US, said he

doubted the US could persuade South Africa to abandon apartheid. He earlier told
US Assistant Secretary of State Chester Crocker that he was skeptical of President
Reagan's policy toward South Africa, and that the American strategy of "con
structive engagement" had accomplished nothing desirable. BBC

19 September
South Africa-The government approved a draft law requiring white farmers to

stay in potentially troubled rural areas to prevent infiltration by guerrillas. The new
law would require each farm bordering Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique to
have at least one white in residence. BBC

21 September
South Africa-The testimony of labor leader Neil Aggett's common-law wife and

of another detainee was heard at the inquest into Aggett's death. Liz Floyd, a
28-year-old physician, told of being intimidated by security police, who told her
"we have ways and means of getting statements from detainees" and said that
people easily fall out of windows at John Vorster Square. Thabo Lerumo, 19, spoke
of seeing Aggett taken down a corridor by two black security policemen, with
hands handcuffed behind his back and blood on his forehead. BBC

22 September
United Nations-UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar cautioned against over

optimism about a Namibian settlement, saying, "We're not close toa solution and it
will be some time before UNTAG is deployed." A South African official said South
Africa had ruled out personnel from several nations for the peacekeeping body but
refused to say what r..ations were barred or for what reasons. VOA

23 September
South Africa-Deputy Minister of Information duPlessis asked the foreign

business community to help to depoliticize the trade unions. The Johannesburg Star
reported that in a closed seminar on US business in South Africa at New York
University the Deputy Minister shocked his hearers by saying that they had a
responsibility to isolate those people who misuse the unions for political purposes.
The Star said duPlessis dodged questions as to why 58 trade unionists have been
detained and only six charged. VOA

Zimbabwe-Minister of State for Security Emerson Munangagwa said that two
South African spy rings had been broken up and several agents arrested, some in .
connection with the recent attack on the Thornhill Air Force base at Gweru. BBC

Namibia-Delivering a campaign speech before a bye-election in Walvis Bay,
Prime Minister Botha said repeatedly that the Cubans must leave Angola, even
though South Africa has accepted phases one and two of the Contact Group
proposals. He said South 'African forces would not withdraw from Namibia until
the Cubans did leave. Meanwhile the DTA, the National Independence Party and
SWAPO-D were all refusing to participate in the interim government being set up
by Administrator GeneralDanie Hough at South Africa's behest, suspecting it to be
a scheme to delay internationally supervised elections. RSA

24 September
South Africa-The "Orderly Movement and Settlement of Black Persons Bill,"

one of two bills on African rights and movement in urban areas now being con
sidered by a Parliamentary commiSsion, drew fire from the Anglican and Roman
Catholic churches, Black Sash, the South African Institute of Race Relations, and the
opposition PFP. The draft bill introduces a curfew, deprives future generations of
blacks of residence rights, and impedes movement of blacks to urban areas. Blacks
would require a work permit and approved housing before moving to cities, the
penalty for hiring "illegal" workers would be increased to $5000, and courts would
be excluded from any departmental ruling on African residents. VOA



27 September
Angola-US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Frank Wisner and other US

officials were in Luanda hoping to convince the Angolans that the key to peace in
the area is the total withdrawal of some 20,000 Cuban troops. One inducement
offered the Angolans was better economic relations with America. US officials have
said the critical step was not getting the Angolans to agree but the Russians. The
American visit followed secret talks in Geneva last week between the Soviet Union
and Angolan officials on the subject of Southern Africa. US Assistant Secretary elf
State Crocker also met there with Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Leonid lIyichev.
RSA

28 September
Angola-Talks will be held between Angola and China on the establishment of

diplomatic relations, an apparent setback for the Angolan rebel groups UNITA and
FNLA, which enjoyed Chinese support during the civil war. Establishment of
relations would leave the US as the only major power lacking official ties with
Angola. BBC

South Africa-The Sendingkerk, the Coloured wing of the Dutch Reformed
01Urch in South Africa, accused the government of practicing a sophisticated form
of Nazism. The church's General Synod also demanded the immediate release of all
detainees and the lifting of banning orders imposed on several church people. BBC
South Africa-Opposition leader Frederik vanZyl Slabbert said there was a new,

more flexible political situation in South Africa, which held the opportunity for
bringing an end to apartheid. Siabbert called for a national convention in which all
de facto representatives of all population groups would be represented adequately.
Political prisoners and exiles would also be part of that process "provided it was
made clear that they no longer pursue violence." BBC

Swaziland-The government said it intended to negotiate with South Africa on
the conditions and terms of employment for some 9000 Swaziland citizens now in
South Africa. BBC

29 September
Belgium-Speaking in Brussels, SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma asked the ten

members of the European Economic Community (EEC) to step up their support for
SWAPO in its struggle for Namibian independence. He asked the EEC to impose
economic sanctions against South Africa, including the banning of South African
ships and aircraft. Nujoma blamed the US for the present impasse in negotiations,
because of its insistence on Cuban troop withdrawal. BBC

South Africa-Talks with Swaziland have resumed on the question of a land
transfer, after some speculation that the land deal might be cancelled after King
Sobhuza's death. Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha met last Friday with Swaziland's
Foreign Minister and a Swazi prince. Observers said the presence of the prince
indicated that the Queen Regent intends to pursue the land deal. BBC

South Africa-The government made little comment on last night's disturbances
at Pietermaritzburg, when protests against a rent increase in the black ghetto led to
clashes with security police. When demonstrators at the ghetto superintendent's
office refused to disperse, police used tear gas and firearms. Several youths were
hospitalized with bullet wounds, one critically wounded in the head, but police
denied any knowledge of the shootings. BBC

The road north from Windhoek
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SORRY TO BE LATE
The August issue of News Notes was delayed at the

printer for reasons beyond our control. We hope you will
bear with us while we work to make future issues more
Q1rrent.

United Kingdom-Following attacks on the offices of the ANC and other anti
apartheid groups in London, these groups asked the Home Secretary to require
visas for all South African visitors. BBC

Mozambique-Mozambique will shortly begin to receive West German aid,
having agreed to the West German condition that they acknowledge the existence
of West Berlin. Further aid of 50 million deutschmarks will reportedly follow
several days of ministerial talks between West German and Mozambican officials.
BBC

South Africa-Two black men killed in an explosion near Johannesburg when
thei r car struck a tree were identified as terrorists by the South African police. Police
had tried to stop their car for inspection and opened fire after it sped away and one
of the men brandished a grenade. The car then struck a tree and exploded. The two
men, reportedly ANC members who entered the country through Swaziland from
Maputo, were being sought in connection with acts of sabotage against railway
lines. One was believed to have been involved in an attack against Voortrekker·
hoogte, a military base near Pretoria, and in an attack last year on a power substation
near Durban. RSA

Mozambique-The rapid southward advance of the MNR has been stopped by
Frelimo forces in the more heavily populated Limpopo valley. Frelimo announced
that its army killed 777 MNR people during the first eight months of the year, and
destroyed 42 camps. Two people were sentenced to death for MNR activities, and
25 others given jail terms. BBC

30 September
South Africa-The government said it would respect a ruling by its appeals court

blocking the Swaziland land deal. The appeals court upheld the rulings of two
lower courts that held the transfer was illegal because the kwaZulu legislature had
not been consulted. The area involved is the home of 90,000 Zulus. The Foreign
Ministry said the grounds of the ruling would be thoroughly studied before
decisions were made as to further action. The kaNgwane bantustan has made a
similar court appeal against the land transfer, to be ruled on in October. BBC '

South Africa-The Detainees Parents Support Committee submitted a repor~ to
the government alleging systematic torture by security police. The report, basedpn
the experiences of 70 former detainees, cites 22 cases of electric shock and 54 cases
of beatings, and says that scores of security police are engaged in these and otKer
forms of ill-treatment. The committee collected its information after a police
investigation earlier this year rejected allegations of widespread torture. BBC 'l

United Kingdom-The ~nnual'report of the Internation~llnstituteof Strategic
Studies said South Africa is the most powerful military nation in Africa, able-to
mobilize 400,000 men. South Africa's 211 combat aircraft, it said, are without rival
on the continent. The report also said there are 18,000 Cubans and 450 ~a~t

Germans in Angola. It placed the number of UNITA's forces at 14,000. RSA ~
Zimbabwe-A defense spokesperson said that over 400 dissidents had beep

detained in Matabeleland province, but that the trail of the six kidnapped tourists
has been lost. Two dissidents were hanged in the first executions in Zimbabwesir'li:e
independence. There are believed to be over 2000 such dissidents, most claimmg
allegiance to Joshua Nkomo, but Nkomo has denied having any control over them
and has denounced their use of violence. BBC

UN photo



ANe continued from page 1

It comes up, I take it.
It does come up. It comes up very often. Most of the people who

are apologists for the South African government use that as their
strong argument, that the liberation movements-and the African
National Congress especially-are a tool of the Communists, a tool
of the Soviet Union. I think history proves that the struggle by black
people for a fair share in their country politically and economically
predates any relationship between our organization and any Soviet
government.
_In fact, the ANC is older than the Soviet Union.
'That's true. And the assistance that the leadership within the ANC

has always sought was first and foremost sought from the Western
world. The first ANC delegations were to Britain.

It's precisely the denial of that assistance by the West to the
liberation movement that has given the opportunity for the Eastern
nations to take leadership in that role. And of course those who have
refused to give assistance to the movement now say that because the
liberation movement is taking assistance from the Communists,
therefore it is Communist-led or Communist-influenced, that it does
not represent an African initiative for better conditions for Africans
but is an extension of Kremlin policy in South Africa.

I think that that's all nonsense, and usually it's used to try to
disguise Western assistance for the South African government or the
South African economy. Or for racism in Southern Africa.

What have the ANC orotheranti-apartheidgroups been doing in this
country?

In one sense we're not in a position to do much about US policy
beyond making criticisms of that policy, and also trying to enlighten
the American public about the shortcomings and misguided nature
of some of US policy towards Southern Africa. I think that it is our
major task in this country, to try to inform the American public so
they can make informed choices in dealing with the policies of their
country toward our region.

One thing that happened recently which you didn't talk about
was the IMF loan to South Africa. [The Reagan Administration
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decided in October to support a $1.1 billion loan by the International
Monetary Fund to South Africa, the largest international loan in
South Africa's history.] This comes at a time when the South African
economy, perhaps as much as the rest of the Western economy, is in
dire straits. In South Africa some of the major costs incurred by the
government are concerned with its attempts to increase its military
power. The loan and the support it got from the American
administration are it great encouragement to the South African
government. The United States policy of"constructive engagement"
is characterized by support for this loan, but whereas the United
States administration would like us to believe that through this
"constructive engagement" it will be able to extract certain necessary
concessions, the fact is that there have been no such concessions.
What has happened is, at the very time when South Africa has
demonstrated increasing intransigence on the issue of a peaceful
settlement in Namibia, the US administration has again advanced a
carrot. I think it gives great encouragement to South Africa. I think
they see the US administration as being very supportive of their
policies, very accommodating of their interests, and in the long run
this is something that is making inevitable a violent solution in
Southern Africa.

NEWS NOTES NEEDS YOUR HELP
This newsletter depends on its readers' generosity to continue

its work: reporting on IDAF activities; gathering hard-to-obtain
information on trials, detentions and current political events in
Southern Africa; and printing articles on men and women who
have devoted their lives to the cause of peace and freedom in the
region.

Please help support this effort by mailing a contribution to
IDAF News Noles, P.O. Box 17, Cambridge, MA 02138. Checks
should be made out to IDAF News Notes. Gifts of at least $8.00
(individuals) or $18.00 (organizations) will ensure that you
continue to receive our newsletter for one year.

All contributions to News Noles (and to IDAP's defense and aid
work) are tax-deductible.

lOAF has three objectives:

(1) to aid, defend and rehabilitate the victims of unjust legislation and oppressive and
arbitrary procedures,

(2) to support their families and dependents,
(3) to keep the conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake.
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