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Myths and Morality
A Talk by Dennis Brutus and Donald Woods

WOODS:
In my travels here I'm always fascinated by these television evan

gelists you have, and particularly by the wide variety of styles they
employ. It reminds me a lot of the tactics of the South African
government in their own propaganda. Without mentioning any of
the names, there's the one who scares the hell out of you, telling you
that you are going to fry in hell unless you send ten bucks and call this

toll-free number. The other one is the amuser, and he jokes you into
sending the ten bucks. And then there's the reassuring avuncular
type, and he is there to make you realize that everything's going to be
okay if you send ten bucks and call this toll-free number.

The moral of this story is that you can talk a whole lot of people
into almost anything if you spend enough money at it. And the South
African government ceitainly has a vast amount of money to spend
in misinforming the Western world.

The reason they do this is to main
tain the vetoes in the UN Security
Council which are cast by the United
States and the United Kingdom.
With the removal of those vetoes,
the lifespan of the apartheid laws
would be drastically reduced,
because there would be mandatory
economic sanctions against the
South African government. So what
people like Dennis and me and many
other refugee exile South Africans
do is try to counter that propaganda,
which takes a few well-worn forms.

One of the myths that have
gained currency is that the West

Donald Woods could not survive, militarily

speaking, without the strategic minerals of platinum, vanadium,
manganese and ferrochrome. Not true! But when you spend fifteen
years and several millions of dollars putting this about it is pretty
Widely accepted. The argument can be knocked on the head by
reference to a Senate investigation that took two years to do, under
the chairmanship of George McGovern. That's myth number one.

Two is that if the apartheid system is removed, what's going to re
place it is a Marxist, Communist, terrorist black dictatorship in which
many different tribes are going to turn and rend each other. Chaos
will ensue and all those nice investments by companies like IBM and
Ford and Coca-Cola are going to be ruined.

Now almost the exact opposite is true. The truth of the matter is
that the South African black struggle against apartheid is not actually
disunited in terms of so-called tribes, because tribalism has never
played a major role in black South African politics. Not for many
years. And besides, the language of political liberation in South
Africa is English. (continued on page 2)

Dennis Brutus, a professor of
English at Northwestern Univer
sity, is the author of several vol
umes of poetry, including A Sim
ple Lust. As the founder of the
South African Non-Racial Olym
pic Committee (SANROC) he
played a critical role in raising
public awareness of South Africa's
segregated sports system and in
having South Africa barred from
the Olympic Games.

Recent events, including the ar
rest of many prominent political
leaders in protests at the South

Dennis Brutus African Embassy in Washington;
the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu and his prom
ise to seek economic sanctions against South Africa unless the regime begins
to dismantle apartheid; and Senator Edward Kennedy's visit to South Africa
in January have brought attention to bear on the relations of South Africa
with the US. Legislation is now pending which would prohibit new US invest
ments in South Africa, restrict government and bank loans to US companies
doing business there, and ban the sale of South Africa's krugerrand gold coin
in the US. We are pleased to be able to present the views of Donald Woods
and Dennis Brutus on an issue which is becoming more and more critical to
US policy.

On February 4, 1985 two of the strongest opponents of the apartheid sys
tem spoke to students at the University of New Hampshire in Durham:
Dennis Brutus and Donald Woods. Both men are known for their writings as
well as for their efforts on behalf of freedom in Southern Africa. Both have
been "banned" by the South African regime.

Donald Woods, the former editor of South Africa's Daily Dispatch, is the
author of Biko, the story of his friendship with black leader Steve Biko and of
Biko's death at the hands of the security police, and Asking for Trouble, an
autobiography. He is now the Director of The Lincoln Trust, which works for
increased commitment in all democratic countries against South Africa's
apartheid laws.



"Steve Hiko used to say it's always the
non-victim of oppression who

counsels gradual reform."
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and drawing handsome profits from that racism and oppression.
Profits from South Africa are blood money. The profit derives from
the oppression and exploitation, the imprisonment and killing of
thousands of South Africans. I believe you have a moral obligation as
well as, I think, a sound political one not to have your country allied
with a racist minority against the majority. Donald Woodsandl come
to you on behalf of the people of South Africa to ask you to take part
in our struggle to be free. 0

"Profits from South Africa are blood
money."

Myths and Morality
(continued from page 1)

'They put- about the idea, too, that the Cape sea route is vital to
Western defense. This is singularly absurd, because today when
nuclear subs can go three times around the world without coming up
for air, you can't look at a stretch of waterway which is 1,600 miles
wide and call that a sea route. You might as well talk of the New
Haven sea route-meaning the whole Atlantic!

Possibly the most dramatic misunderstanding of all came about
three years ago. Reagan said, when he was being asked why his Ad
ministration's policy was to get more friendly with South Africa, "We
cannot turn away from people who fought at our side in World War
11." I just wish that someone had taken the time to explain that actually
the opposite was true: that the people governing South Africa today
were really for Adolf Hitler. These minor misunderstandings can
actually result in major policy mistakes.

The thing the South Africans fear most is divestment, the with
drawal of investments and money from South Africa. They spend
most of their money trying to fudge the issue and trying to get Amer
ican and British people to believe that divestment will actually not be
in the best interests of the black people. Now obviously I'm the
wrong color to speak more explicitly about what the black South
Africans really want. Luckily, Dennis is the right color to do it. But
even if he wasn't here, we have the words of all the most authentic
leaders of black South Africa-Nelson Mandela, Albert Luthuli,

BRUTUS:
Bishop Desmond Tutu, you may know, the winner of the Nobel

Peace Prize last year, is a Zulu. Yesterday he was installed as the
bishop of johannesburg, the first time a black has ever held that posi
lion. Ironically, when he went to the cathedral where he was em
ployed he had to apply to the police for permission to enter the area,
because it was an area restricted to whites only.

But more importantly, in his first address as bishop of johannes
burg Desmond Tutu called on the government to suspend its present
policy of apartheid. He went further and said that if that system was
not dismantled he would call for economic sanctions against South
Africa, even though he knew that in South Africa that was a criminal
act-and he would be willing to face the consequences of that act.
What you have is a clergyman of great courage speaking out against
an unjust system and indicating his willingness to go to prison for
opposing it.

Those of you who know contemporary European and American
history know that there are many people today who ask why the
clergy did not speak out at the time when millions were dying in the
gas ovens of Hitler's Germany. There are many who reproach them- 2

~lves today for their failure to speak out. The same is true of South
Africa, but at the same time there are those-and Desmond Tutu is
one of those-willing to face imprisonment in the cause of justice. If
the time comes that Tutu has to go to prison, I hope there are many
people in this country who will express their support for him and
their opposition to the apartheid system.

Now I want to turn to Nelson Mandela: a black man, a lawyer, anq
a former boxing champion who hid in my home when he went
underground, pursued by the South African security police. Now
serving a life sentence in prison-and in South Africa a life sentence
means for all of your life, until you die. The warden comes to you on
Robben Island periodically and reminds you that the only way you
can ever leave prison is when they carry out your corpse in a coffin.
Mandela was on Robben Island and is now in Pollsmoor prison. The
Pretoria apartheid government has now offered to release Mandela
on condition that he stop opposing them. He has already spent 20
years in prison for opposing them. He has demonstrated his dedica
tion, his commitment, but they're now asking him to abandon that.
Of course they don't phrase it quite that way. They say if he will give
them a promise that he will no longer be part of the resistance to the
apartheid system, that he will no longer engage in political activity,
then they will release him.

Robert Sobukwe, St€Wg-BikQ-~!I £-whom,ur:lequi¥ocally-,-hav·e-__I_hepe YoH-See how perverse that is. They don't say that they will
pleaded with the West to withdraw its financial support and stop its end their violence, their beatings, their torture, their killing, their
trade with South Africa. Steve Biko used to say it's always the non- massacres. They don't say they will end their violence, but they want
victim of oppression who counsels gradual reform, never the person him to end his violence. You can of course anticipate that Mandela
who's actually suffering. will turn this down, that his commitment to a free and democratic

Whenever we've advocated divestment by universities, someone South Africa will make it an absurdity for him to say: "I abandon the
inevitably stands up in the hall-one of the governors or members of struggle for freedom. I relinquish, I accept oppression, Iwill submit to
the university council-and says, "Our job is not to write foreign pol- it tamely." That is what the apartheid government is asking him to do.
icy, it's to maximize the investments of the university." We've devel- My last point relates to a bill that's come up before Congress, to
oped a standard reply: that prostitution and cocaine will raise you withdraw US financial support from South Africa. It is an ugly and
even more money. If morality means nothing in investments, then unpleasant reality that you need to face that it is the US that is keeping
what the hell. So we do plead for morality in investments, and we do that minority racist government in power. There are other countries
say this can contribute massively to the cause of freedom in South involved, but the US is the number one trading partner of the apart-
Africa. heid system. There are over 350 American corporations in South

Africa, some of them based here in New Hampshire: $14.6 billion of
American money, at least-probably much more. By the admission
of the US government itself, in a confidential memorandum that was
intercepted by jack Anderson, we know this. This $14.6 billion is
doing two things: enabling the racism and oppression to continue,
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The following news items are based primarily on shortwave broadcasts by the
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), the Voice of America (VOA), and Radio South
Africa (RSA). South African and British newspapers are also used. Items are intended
to supplement major news sources and are not exhaustive. Because radio reception is
sometimes unclear, the spelling of all proper names cannot be guaranteed.

Items relating to political trials and detentions appear in red.

For more comprehensive news about political prisoners in Southern Africa, please
see our bimonthly publication Focus.

1 December
USA-Bishop Desmond Tutu accepted an award from the African-American Insti

tute, given in memory of Senator Robert Kennedy. Tutu said the US was "construc
tively engaged" with apartheid to the detriment of its victims, and that we should ask
those victims their opinion of the apartheid system.

4 December
USA--In testimony before the Africa Subcommittee of the House of Representa

tives, Bishop Desmond Tutu called the US policy of "constructive engagement" an
"unmitigated disaster" for blacks. Tutu said it had failed to bringabout change in South
Africa or independence to Namibia. Howard Wolpe, the chair of the Subcommittee,
said the South African regime now knew in advance that there would be no real costs
imposed on it no matter what it did.

USA-AFl-C10 President Lane Kirkland urged union members to take part in the
growing anti-apartheid demonstrations centering on the South African Embassy.
Nineteen people, including several members of Congress, had been arrested and re
leased so far in connection with the protests, More nonviolent protests were planned
for several other US cities.

make changes.

USA-Richard Lugar (R-IN) the incoming chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, joined Senator Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS) in writing a strongly worded
letter to President Reagan about US policy towards South Africa. The two said the
State Department's failure to speak out more forcefully against apartheid has under
mined the Administration's private diplomatic efforts.

South Africa-Dr. Beyers Naude, the recently unbanned Afrikaner clergyman, was
chosen to succeed Bishop Tutu as Secretary General of the SACC. Naude, who spent
seven years under ban for his stand against apartheid, said he would see that the SACC
maintained the tradition set by Tutu.

USA-Senator Gary Hart joined the protest against South Africa in Washington,
saying he came not only to protest the inhuman, inhumane and undemocratic prac
tices of the South African government, but to call upon the US to end its policy of con
structive engagement.

8 December
Zimbabwe-Following a summit meeting of the Front-Line States, Prime Minister

Mugabe said the leaders at the conference had rejected the latest South African pro
posals on Namibian independence. He said the proposals for complete withdrawal of
Cuban troops within twelve weeks of the implementation of UN Resolution 435 were
arrogant and interfered with the internal affairs of Angola.

South Africa-Authorities charged two black leaders and a black student with eco
nomic subversion for organizing a two-day strike in the Transvaal last month. The
three were released on bail. The charges carry a maximum prison sentence of 25 years.
Those charged were among 16 people detained after the strike.

South Africa-Radio reports said the deputy police chief of Swaziland was killed by
machine-gun fire in Mbabane as he and some other policemen were leaving a Christ
mas party. The ANC had allegedly threatened his life because of recent police raids on
ANC members in Swaziland.

5 December
Mozambique-A UNICEF information officer reported severe and widespread mal

nutrition in southern Mozambique. He said this was caused because rebels had forced
villagers to flee and abandon their farming, and because rebels burned and looted
what crops were grown. Meanwhile the Mozambican government published a docu
ment alleging that South Africa continued to support MNR rebels for at least four
months after signing the Nkomati accord.

7 December
USA-Three anti-apartheid protesters were arrested in Washington, bringing to 27

the number jailed since the demonstrations began. The three were Rep. Cardiss Collins
(D-Il); Santita jackson, the daughter of jesse jackson; and Sister Mary OKeefe, the
National Director of-the Association of American Nuns. Six protesters were arrested in
New York in front of the South African consulate.

USA-Bishop Tutu met with President Reagan in what both said wasagood meet
ing. Tutu said he told Reagan that "constructive engagement" had in fact worsened the
situation of blacks in South Africa. Reagan disagreed, saying the US had made sizable
progress in expressing its repugnance to apartheid and persuading the government to

6 December
South Africa-The Southern Africa

Bishops' Conference accused police in a
report of "totally uncontrolled use of
firearms" and reckless use of tear gas in some
black townships. Archbishop Denis Hurley
said a state of war now existed between
police and the people. The report estimated
the number of those killed from August to
November at 150.

USA-Thirty-five conservative Members
of Congress visited South African ambassa
dor Brand Fourie and called for an immediate
end to violence and apartheid in South Africa.
They threatened to support diplomatic and
economic sanctions against South Africa, and
said "constructive engagement" was
acceptable only as long as it demonstrated
progress toward change in South Africa. Denis Hurley

3

10 December
South Africa-Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha said he believed the ANC was behind

the protests at the South African Embassy in Washington.

South Africa-Six leading anti-apartheid campaigners were charged with treason.
The six included three people who took refuge inside the British consulate in Durban
in September but left on 6 October, after which they were arrested and charged with
treason. The charges related to activities allegedly carried out between 1981 and 1984,
and could carry the death penalty,

Noway-Bishop Tutu's acceptance of the Nobel Peace Prize was disrupted by a
bomb scare just before his speech. The hall was evacuated but no bomb was found.
Tutu said the prize gave new hope to South African blacks and the oppressed every
where. He said he would donate the $'195,000 he receives to a scholarship fund for
black South Africans.

USA -President Reagan said the US viewed racism with repugnance, and pledged
US support in bringing about peaceful change in South Africa. Reagan said, "We call
upon the government of South Africa to reach out to its black majority by ending the
forced removal of blacks and the detentions and lengthy imprisonment of black
leaders,"

11 December
USA -On an ABC-TV news program, Bishop Tutu said US companies doing busi

ness in South Africa had long benefited from black misery and suffering, and only re
cently had they expressed any concern. He regretted that they were failing to use their
leverage to create change.

Lesotho-Chief Leabua Jonathan accused South Africa of trying to topple his gov
ernment, jonathan said members of the armed forces and civil servants in his govern
ment were working against him with the secret police of "foreign powers." The accusa
tion came on the second anniversary of South Africa's raid on Maseru, in which 42
people were killed.

12 December
South Africa-Archie Gumede and Paul David, two of the three UDF leaders who

had sought refuge in the British consulate in Durban, were arrested after leaving the
consulate. The third, Billy Nair, was not arrested and was carried shoulder-high by a
crowd of several hundred supporters. Gumede and David were expected to appear in
court on charges of high treason. (Nair had been imprisoned on Robben Island when



the alleged treason took place.) The government said it would call 150 witnesses to tes
tify in the trial, which will include other defendants, and that it would last at least 18
months.

13 December
South Africa-Eight people were arrested in the Ciskei bantustan and large

quantities of arms were seized after a futile attempt to release prisoners held for
attempting to overthrow Ciskei "president" Lennox Sebe.

Namibia-Gwen Lister, political editor of the Windhoek Observer, said she had
mistakenly received a letter sent by the police to post office officials instructing them
to intercept her mail. The letter allegedly said she had maintained regular contact with
SWAPO leaders.

15 December
Umted Nalions-The UN Security Council unanimously adopted a second resolu·

tion condemning the export of arms from South Africa.

17 December
USA-TransAfrica director Randall Robinson said the US anti·apartheid move

ment would go into high gear after the first of the year, with mass acts of civil disobe
dience. He also suggested that many US corporations doing business in South Africa
could be targets, including IBM, GM, Ford, Burroughs, etc.

18 December
South Africa-Lloydjones, a member of the British Miners Union, said after a visit to

South Africa that safe conditions did not exist for black miners, that they worked
without water or helmets, and that white miners were known to throw bricks into
mineshafts where blacks were working. South African mines are believed to have the
worst safety record of any world industry. In the past decade 8,200 miners have been
killed and 450,000 wounded.

Namibia-journalist Gwen Lister was charged under the Official Secrets Act and the
Post Office Act, restricted to the Windhoek magisterial district, and required to report
to a police station twice a week.[Charges were dropped on 31 january, 1985.1

Swaziland-Police commissioner Majaje Simelane said the man responsible for the
death of the Swazi deputy chief of police had been shot dead while hiding in a river
near Manzini on 16 December.

19 December
South Africa-Four members of the security policy seized 33 cassettes from the

johannesburg offices of the British news service Independent Television News. The
tapes mainly documented ANC and UDF activities and reports on the Indian elec
tions. The British government protested against the confiscation. Meanwhile a
cameraman in the network was fined R300 in Cape Town for illegally filming Polls·
moor Prison, where ANC leader Nelson Mandela is imprisoned.

USA - TransAfrica director Randall Robinson said his organization would try to end
the sale in the US of South Africa's krugerrand gold coin. Fifty percent of kruger
rands sold worldwide are sold in the US, and gold is South Africa's largest single
export. A boycott on krugerrands was expected to be reintroduced into Congress
when it reconvened in january.

20 December
South Africa-Popo Molefe, 32,the General Secretary of the UDF, said what the

UDF wanted was for the government to declare its intention to dismantle apartheid
and to talk with the popular leaders of the people, including Nelson Mandela. Molefe
denied government charges that the UDF was a front for the ANC, and said attempts
to ban the UDF would lead the people to seek desperate solutions.

TRIALS AND DETENTIONS ARE CONTINUING!
Over the years IDAF has paid for the legal defense of more than

10,000 prisoners accused of political "crimes," at a cost of over
nine million dollars. It has also provided humanitarian aid for the
families of tens of thousands of political detainees.

Please help us in this work by mailing a contribution to IDAF,
P.O. Box 17, Cambridge, MA 02138. All contributions are tax
deductible.

21 December
USA - The State Department denied allegations by a Congressman that the Reagan

Administration had agreed to the export of military and police equipment to South
Africa in vi~lation of the UN arms embargo.

South Africa-Eight leading anti-apartheid advocates charged with treason, includ
ing five who had sought refuge in the Durban consulate, appeared in court in Durban
and applied for bail. The magistrate denied bail after receiving a certificate from the
Attorney General prohibiting it. Archie Gumede, 71, who suffers from diabetes, was
ill and did not appear with the rest.

Mozambique-The Presidents of Angola and Mozambique ended talks in Maputo
centering on the activities of anti-government guerrillas in both countries. Mozam
bican President Machel reportedly expressed support for the Angolan stand in its
negotiations with Pretoria to secure the withdrawal of South African forces from
southern Angola. President Dos Santos in turn renewed his support of Mozambique's
efforts to fully implement the Nkomati accord. The leaders reaffirmed their backing
for SWAPO and the ANC.

22 December
South Africa-In an unusual out-of-court settlement, the government agreed to pay

compensation to the villagers of kwaNgema whose homes were flooded by a new
dam, and to allow new houses to be built on higher ground. The 4,000 villagers had ap
pealed to Britain's Prime Minister Thatcher and Queen Elizabeth in order to prevent
their forced removal from the village. It was believed that the villagers still might be
forced to move in the future.

South Africa-A bail hearing for eight anti-apartheid campaigners accused of treason
was to becontipued on 15 January. South African prosecutors asked yesterday that the
men should remain in custody until the trial date in March.

24 December
South AMca-Recent newspaper reports said a group of Nationalist Party members

of Parliament planned to visit Lusaka, Zambia next month for talks with A C offi
cials. However, a Nationalist Party spokesperson said it was not his party's policy to
negotiate with organizations that did not reject violence.

South Africa-Forty-four long-term convicts, including two unnamed political
prisoners, were to be pardoned by the government under a Christmas amnesty.
Nelson Mandela was not among them, despite reports that he might be released.

25 December
Swaziland-Seven ANC members, including one woman, were arrested in

Mbabane after reports that a man had brandished a gun in the flats in which the seven
had been staying.

26 December
South Africa-An independent report entitled Men without Children severely criti·

cized South African laws regulating migrant laborers for their disruptive effects on
black family life. Under the laws, families of the migrant workers are legally allowed
into South Africa only about three weeks each year, over the Christmas and New Year
period.

South Africa-Police have shot dead two ANC men in northern Natal and arrested
four other ANC members who had received military training, as well as six "ANC
sympathizers." The largest single arms cache ever discovered was found by the police
in the Ngwavuma district, including mines, grenades, AK·47 rifles, and ammunition.

Mozambique-President Samora Machel ridiculed the excuses given by the Portu
guese government to explain the continued activities of the MNR in Portugal. Hecriti
cized the Portuguese authorities for not acting against Portuguese citizens involved
with the MNR, and said it was no surprise that some Portuguese, with the connivance
cl certain Western countries, continued to sustain attempts to destabilize Mozam
bique.

27 December
Lesotho-Prime Minister Leabua jonathan said in his Christmas message that all indio

viduals and political parties in Lesotho would be free to contest the general elections
next year in absolute freedom.

Zimbabwe-President Canaan Banana warned Zimbabwean political parties to reo
frain from violence during the general election period planned for the new year or
they would be dealt with unmercifully by the forces of law and order.

South Africa-Two policemen in Katlehong township were stoned by a crowd as
they were walking to a car, and responded by firing several shots. In Boipatong town·
ship about 800 people set alight the offices of a government department. Police fired
bi rdshot and the grou p dispersed.

Mozambique-In a Christmas speech President Machel implicitly accused South
Africa of continuing its support for MNR rebels. South African Foreign Minister

4 "Pik" Botha said he would study the full text of Machel's speech before commenting.



28 December
South Africa-Colonel "Mad Mike" Hoare, the leader of an abortive coup in the

Seychelles, was being considered for release from prison by South Africa. Hoare was
sentenced to ten years' imprisonment for his part in the hijacking of an Indian airliner,
and was among prisoners aged 65 or older who were listed under a Christmas amnesty.

Swaziland-Police began rounding up the last 23 ANC members still in Swaziland,
following a warning a week ago that those who had fled to Swaziland from Mozam·
bique this year must surrender or be deported to South Africa. The announcement
came a day after South Africa and Swaziland agreed to exchange trade representatives,
the first such exchange of permanent envoys.

USA - The Rev. Jesse Jackson predicted that thousands would participate in two
demonstrations over the inaugural weekend, protesting cuts in US social programs and
US government support for South Africa. jackson said the practice by US companies
of hiring non-salaried workers in such countries as South Africa had caused the loss of
more than three million American jobs.

South Africa-Dennis Herbstein, in an article in the New Statesman said the Detain
ees Parents' Support Committee had compiled a list of police interrogators who had
tortured detainees by banging their heads against walls, depriving them of sleep, sus
pending them from tenth-story windows by their feet. or applying electric shock to
their genitals.

29 December
South Africa-Police arrested nearly 60 Muslim worshippers at a sports stadium in

Cape Town. A police spokesperson said they were charged under the Internal Security
Act, which forbids outdoor gatherings without official permission. Meanwhile police
in the Eastern Cape used tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse a crowd of 40 black
rioters who set alight a beer hall in a township near Port Alfred.

30 December
USA-Senator William Proxmire (D-W!) introduced a bill to restrict government

loans and bank loans to US companies in South Africa, to prohibit new investments in
South Africa, to insist that US companies in South Africa offerequal-empl9yment pro
grams, and to ban the sale of krugerrands in the US. Proxmire said the aim of the bill
was to put pressure on the South African government and to send a strong signal of the
US's disapproval of apartheid.

31 December
Mozambique-The weekly newspaper Domingo published an article saying that the

MNR recently received an airlift of arms from Yemen and Saudi Arabia. IOn 2 jan
uary the Saudis denied supplying arms to the MNR.] A British newspaper made the
same allegation a few weeks ago. In a New Year's address, President Machel made
thinly veiled allusions to certain attempts to infiltrate saboteurs into Mozambique.

South Africa-The government refused admission to a CBS-TV news team that had
wanted to cover the upcoming visit of Sen. Edward Kennedy. The CBS team was to be
led by black newsman Ed Bradley. The johannesburg bureau of CBS was reported to
have appealed the decision.

Angola-UNITA rebels said they captured a group of foreigners from a transport
aircraft belonging to an American airline. The plane was badly damaged by anti-air
craft fire after flying over UNITA combat positions and attempting to land in a dia
mond-miningarea in the northeast. UNITA said 17 ofthecaptives were Filipinos, three
were British, and the other two were American pilots. They were being marched to a
U ITA base.

1 January
Namibia-Security forces in northern Namibia reportedly shot dead 18 SWAPO

members in skirmishes in the last twelve days and confiscated Eastern Bloc weapons
and uniforms. The security forces claimed a total of 584 SWAPO members killed in
1984.

Angola-In a New Year's message, President dos Santos called the UNITA rebels
"lackeys of South Africa" and said his government would never enter into an agree
ment with them. He reaffirmed his government's commitment to finding a solution to
the region's problems, and reiterated his opposition to demands that Cuban troops
must leave Angola before Namibia receives its independence.

2 January
Tunisia-SWAPO President Sam Nujoma. said he was ready to hold more talks

with South Africa but only to discuss South Africa's withdrawal from Namibia and
plans for the holding of free elections in the territory. Asked ifSWAPO might accept a
transitional phase between South African withdrawal and the holding of elections, he
replied, "No half measures." 5

South Amca-Police said a 22-year-old African man was found dead in Sebokeng
after police fired birdshot to disperse a crowd of 300 rioters who were looting a liquor
store. Funeral-goers near Sharpeville allegedly stoned vehicles and attacked a cafe.
Two groups of whites riding in beach buggies at Port Alfred were stoned by about 50
Africans, and a six-year-old white boy was seriously injured.

South Africa-Bishop Tutu called for economic sanctions against South Africa un
less the government reforms laws affecting black workers and their families within
two years. Tutu said foreign companies should invest in black education and training,
workers should be unionized, and the government should abolish the migrant-labor
system which forces black families to live apart.

3 January
Swaziland-Police said a group of 15 heavily armed ANC members had freed three

imprisoned ANC guerrillas from a police station in Mbabane. Three other nonpolitical
prisoners were asked if they wanted to join the ANC and were then released with the
others. Attempts to free ANC prisoners at another police station and two jails subse
quently failed. The raiders were reportedly seeking a prisoner named Eric Yuma.

South Africa-The maize crop was said to be on the brink of disaster in a drought
even worse than last year's, and relief organizations described the situation in the ban
tustan areas as absolutely miserable. Layoffs of African farmworkers were creating
even greater poverty in the bantustans. The director of Operation Hunger cited three
villages totalling 2,000 inhabitants where there was not a single breadwinner.

South Africa-Rent increases in all African townships were suspended until an
inquiry could be completed into the sources of local authorities' money. A report on
rioting in African townships last September found that a major factor were the wide
spread allegations of corruption in the township councils. Minister of Cooperation and
Development Gerrit Yiljoen said the report referred specifically to the town councils
in Sharpeville, Sebokeng, Bophelong, and Boipatong.

4 January
ltaly-The Rev. jesse jackson appealed to the Pope duringa private audience to visit

South Africa to help in the fight against apartheid. jackson later said there was a paral
lel between the situation in the Pope's native Poland and in South Africa. jackson had
been scheduled to visit South Africa after meeting with the Pope, but had delayed his
trip so as to attend Bishop Tutu's consecration as bishop of johannesburg, and had
applied to the South African government for another'visa.

Portugal-The leader of the "contra" guerrillas of Nicaragua was attempting to form
an alliance of guerrilla groups opposing socialist governments, including Mozam
bique's MNR and Angola's UNITA An official of the so-called Revolutionary Demo
cratic Alliance said at least two rounds of meetings between the three groups had been
held in Lisbon and were arranged by the Portuguese Prime Minister. The official said
the alliance wanted to include guerrilla groups from Afganistan, Cambodia, and else
where, and said South Africa was seen as a potential source of funding.

5 January
Swaziland-Police said the three nonpolitical prisoners freed by the ANC from a

police station in Mbabane had given themselves up and that all other Swazi nationals
freed in the raid were also back in custody. Initial reports spoke of only three Swazi
prisoners being released. The ANC has denied responsibility for the raid and accused
South Africa of being behind it, but South Africa has denied being involved. Swazi
land had denied that the raid was intended to turn over the three ANC captives to
South Africa.

South Africa-Senator Edward Kennedy arrived in South Africa as the guest of
Bishop Tutu and the Rev. Allan Boesak. Kennedy visited a hostel for migrant workers
in Sowetoand said it was one of the most distressing and despairing visits he had made
in his life. He said it was appalling that men should have to choose between providing
for their families and living with them, and said he knew of nowhere else in the world
where such a cruel choice had to be made.

7 January
Denmark-The captain of a Danish ship that smuggled arms for France to South

Africa in defiance of the UN arms embargo said the French government approved the
trade. He said the Mitterrand government had agreed to the illegal shipment after
South Africa threatened to cancel a big civilian order with the French.

8 January
USA -A column by jack Anderson in the Washington Post said millions of Ameri

cans unwittingly supported the South African government every time they paid their
electric bills. Anderson said 18 US companies ran their nuclear generators on uranium
bought from South Africa.



Foreground, left to right: Edward Kennedy, Allan Boesak, Desmond Tutu,
Beyers Naude.

9 January
South Africa-After visiting Mrs. Winnie Mandela in the village of Brandfort near

Bloemfontein, where she is restricted as a banned person, Senator Kennedy said,
"Winnie Mandela is a source of inspiration for people all over the world who care
about freedom, who care about human rights, who care about the family." Speaking
to a BBC correspondent, Mrs. Mandela said of Kennedy's visit, "Webelieve he can use
this visit positively when he gets back home to inform the American public about the
conditions in this country and what apartheid is all about." Shortly after the meeting,
the government announced that Kennedy had been denied permission to visit ANC
leader Nelson Mandela in prison. Kennedy described Mandela as a major and signifi
cant voice in the life of his country, and said he was saddened by the decision.

10 January
Soma/ia-TheSomali government denied that it was involved in a secret agreement

with South Africa to allow landing rights on its territory. A government spokesperson
said his country would never allow another government to establish a base inside it.

11 January
Zambia-President Kenneth Kaunda told the Zambian Parliament that talks be

tween the South African government and the ANC could save the country from a
bloodbath. "It is not too late for President Botha to discuss the future of the country
with Nelson Mandela and other leaders of the ANC" he said.

South AMca-After being refused a visit with ANC leader Nelson Mandela, Senator
Kennedy made a speech at the gate of Pollsmoor prison near Cape Town, where
Mandela is being held. Kennedy voiced his regret that the South Africans refused to let
him see Mandela. He said he felt the real cause of peace in South Africa would be
served by freeing political prisoners

12 January
Namibia-Senator Kennedy briefly visited Namibia and met leaders of the Nam

ibian Council of Churches and representatives of the internal leadership of SWAPO
before returning to johannesburg. In Windhoek, Kennedy told a crowd of SWAPO
followers that he supported the 1978 UN Security Council plan for Namibia and that
he would try to change President Reagan's policy of "constructive engagement" with
South Africa.

13 January
South Africa-Kennedy's last scheduled appearance in South Africa was cancelled

after about 200 Azapo protesters demonstrated on the street and then moved into the
Reg:na Mundi church, where Kennedy was to speak. Bishop Desmond Tutu said he
was sad that Kennedy had not been able to speak. Kennedy said he was disappointed
and that he had wanted to deliver a message of hope. He said he was returning to the
US as a strong and vigorous opponent of apartheid. On a stopover in Zambia he met
with President Kenneth Kaunda and with ANC President Oliver Tambo, who
applauded Kennedy's outspoken criticism of apartheid. Kaunda pressed strongly for
EI:onomic sanctions against South Africa.

14 January
Mozambique-A delegation of 11 US Members of Congress, led by Howard

Wolpe (D-Ml), met with the Mozambican minister of internal trade about the serious
drought in Mozambique. Wolpe told newsmen that it appeared to him that only one
country had benefited from the Nkomati accord with South Africa, and made it clear 6

that it was not Mozambique. Wolpe said the US should put pressure on any country
that supported the MNR rebels. Wolpe also said he would push for tighter measures
against South Africa, including bans on new investments and the importation of the
krugerrand gold coin.

15 January
South Africa-RSA reported that a member of the security police and three African

men died in a shootout between police and ANC members in northern Natal. Police
said they recovered several AK-47 rifles and a quantity of ammunition.

South Africa-As part of a series of new agreements with East Nrican countries,
South African airlines signed a deal with the Comoro Islands which will provide land
ing rights for flights from johannesburg to jidda, Saudi Arabia. South Africa secured
landing rights for its aircraft in the Somali capital of Mogadishu about a month ago.

Mozambique-The Mozambican news agency said two British men were murdered
by MNR rebels shortly after they crossed the border from South Africa. The report
said the rebels stopped their car and bayonetted them.

16 January
Swazi/and-RSA reported that Eric Yuma, an ANC member, was sentenced to

seven years of prison by a Swazi magistrate for unlawful possession of firearms. Yuma
was allegedly involved when a group of ANC members raided a prison in Mbabane
earlier this month, and three other ANC members detained in connection with the
death of the Swazi deputy security chief last month were freed.

Mozambique-The US ambassador in Maputo said the US would provide military
assistance to Mozambique, covering communications, equipment and uniforms, but
not weapons. Sources in Washington said the Administration would ask Congress to
set aside $1,150,000 for such aid this year. One report said the aid was intended to
lessen Mozambique's reliance on the Soviet Union.

17 January
USA -Senator Edward Kennedy said he would try this year to get Congress to sup

port economic sanctions against South Africa as a means of ending apartheid. Ken
nedy said the policy of constructive engagement was regarded by South African
blacks as advancing the system of apartheid.

18 January
South Africa-President P.W. Botha appealed to the MNR to stop its campaign of

violence and said that South African police were investigating Mozambican allega
tions that the people who murdered two British citizens in Mozambique this week had
fled to South Africa.

South Africa-The Minister of Cooperation and Development described as totally
distorted a report in the New York Times claiming that South Africa's policies guaran
teed famine to almost three million black people. He acknowledged that malnutrition
did occur in South Africa but said this was caused as much by ignorance of balanced
diet as by poverty.

Namibia-South Nrican military forces carried out their biggest-ever military exer
cises in northern Namibia. The maneuvers, called "Iron Fist," were seen as a warning
that in the event of another SWAPO incursion into Namibia, South Africa would
launch a full-scale attack into Angola.

Edward Kennedy with Allan Boesak at PollsmooriPrison.



19 January
Mozambique-The newspaper Noticias said South African Foreign Minister "Pik"

Botha had offered substantial military and economic aid to the presidents of Somalia
and the Comores in order to keep them out of a widely reported conspiracy to chan
nel military support to the MNR. A stream of reports have referred to violations of the
Nkomati accord stemming from South Africa, as well as unauthorized flights over
Mozambique from Malawi.

South Africa-Representatives of the Southern African Catholic Bishops Confer
ences met with police representatives to discuss the Conference's report on police
activity during the unrest in African townships last year. The report contained allega
tions of police atrocities.

USA -South African ambassador Brand Fourie told the Reverend Jesse Jackson that
his application for a visa to visit in February had been turned down because it was not
"opportune." Jackson had been granted a visa earlier in January but asked to postpone
the trip until February so he could attend the enthronement of Bishop Tutu as bishop
of Johannesburg.

20 January
South Africa-Sixteen of the 31 African town councils have formally decided to es

tablish their own police forces. The Minister of the department said they would com
bat crime, maintain law and order, help police in riot control if necessary, and "fulfill
any role assigned to them." One activist said the police forces werea recipe fordisaster,
and that they would be despised, unwanted and no doubt brutal towards the local
population. The costs of the forces would be paid by the townspeople themselves, and
one Soweto leader said, "It's our money for a force we don't want."

Namibia-Police said two bombs exploded in a building in Katutura township that
belonged to the Windhoek town council. No casualties were reported.

21 January
Namibia-It was revealed that the South African parastatal company Soekor was to

develop a natural gas field discovered ten years ago, with estimated reserves worth
up to R8,000 million. The gas field, 120 km off the coast from Oranjemund, could
supply about 30% to 65 % of both South African and Namibian fuel requirements. A
SWAPO spokesperson said it was unlikely Namibia would be granted full indepen
dence until South Africa had extracted full benefit from the gas field.

South Africa-MNR official Evo Fernandes was reportedly in South Africa for talks
with officials. South Africa was thought to be considering cutting off support to the
MNR coming from Portuguese nationals in South Africa, as a way of saving the
Nkomati accord with Mozambique.

22 January
South Africa-Chief Lennox Sebe of the Ciskei bantustan suspended Brigadier Nel.

the commander of the Ciskei Defense Force, and said disciplinary action would be
taken against Major R.G. Lewis, the officer in charge of the Ciskei's biggest military
base. The action followed the accidental death of two Ciskeian military trainees at the
base. In the past week Sebe demoted the Minister of Defense, fired the Ministers of
Labor and of Telecommunications,and ordered the detention of two education
officials.

23 January
South Africa-Maxine Sandra Hart, a 25·year-old social worker, was released in

Johannesburg after receiving a three-year suspended jail sentence under security legis
lation for furthering the aims of the ANC. Hart was detained in September 1984 and
spent four months in prison. She was convicted and imprisoned after she admitted to
committing acts which furthered the ANCs aims between February and August 1984.

South AtTica-Unrest broke out in the small town of Beaufort West in the Eastern
Cape, after the killing of an African executive member of the UDF. The official was
allegedly shot at point-blank range by a white policeman after being dragged from his
house by two African policemen. The killing was witnessed by the victim's five-year
old son. Groups of demonstrators attacked the homes of two of the policemen in
volved and several buildings were stoned and burned.

Namibia-SWAPO acknowledged that its forces had crossed into Namibia from
Angola during the current rainy season, and said it would intensify its guerrilla cam
paign in the area. A SWAPO information officer said the operation was being under
taken because South Africa was making no concessions towards a settlement on
Namibia.

24 January
Swaziland-A 6O-day detention order was served on a former Finance Minister

who was already under detention. Four others were detained and accused of plotting
the arrest of several leading politicians, including Prime Minister Bhekimpi Dlamini.

South Africa-At a press conference given by Zulu chief Gatsha Buthelezi, the chief
of the Zulu Tonga clan said the Swazi government had given him a RIO,OOO bribe to
call for incorporation of his people's territory into Swaziland. Buthelezi displayed the

money and said it was clear the South African Intelligence Service was working with
the Swazis to turn over chunks of territory.

25 January
South Africa-Reports from Johannesburg said thousands of tons of goods were pil

ing up in South Africa following the closure of the rail line between South Africa and
Maputo. The closure followed the blowing up of a bridge by the MNR.

South Africa-At the opening session of the new tricameral Parliament President
P.W. Botha made clear his government would finally accept the fact that millions of
urban blacks could no longer be confined to the "homelands" but were in so-called
white South Africa to stay. He said they had to be given a greater political voice"up to
the highest level." He said blacks would be given property rights for the first time. The
UDF called Botha's proposals unacceptable, saying apartheid should be abolished, not
reformed. Bishop Tutu said the proposals were nonsense, and that blacks would not be
satisfied by "crumbs of concession."

Namibia-An out-okourt settlement of nearly R89,000 was reached after nine
claims were filed with the Administrator General and the Ministers of Defense and of
Law and Order, on behalf of people allegedly tortured by the notorious Koevoet
security unit. Trials had been set for February concerning events in northern Kavango
in late 1982 and early 1983. These included the death of Jona Hamukwaya, a school
teacher who died of a brain hemorrhage hours after being taken into custody by
Koevoet. White Koevoet members had testified that Hamukwaya fell down a flight of
stairs, but witnesses said they heard him being assaulted on the banks of the Kavango
River.

27 January

South Africa-A group of Roman Catholic bishops interrupted a meeting in
Pretoria to march through Sebokeng township, the scene of much recent unrest.
Archbishop Denis Hurley addressed about 2,000 people at a rudimentary
church, condemning "cruel police action" and the occupation of the township
by the army. A tear gas canister and a rubber bullet were placed on the altar to
gether with the traditional offerings.

South Africa-ANC I~ader Nelson Mandela was allowed his first newspaper inter
view, with Lord Bethel. since he was imprisoned 21 years ago. Mandela said the armed
struggle by black South Africans must go on until the government was prepared to
treat the African National Congress as a political party. He said he was in good health
and denied reports that he was suffering from cancer or that he had had a toe ampu
tated. He again rejected the idea of living in internal exile in the Transkei bantustan as a
condition for being released.

28 January
South Africa-A ban by the Transkei bantustan "government" on the employment

of South Africans of Indian descent came to light when a top hotelier named Pillay
applied for a post at a gambling resort in the bantustan. The resort director said the
Transkei administration had a policy not to grant work permits to Indians, in order to
save jobs for Transkeians.

South Africa-On the first working day of the new tricameral Parliament, a vote of
no confidence in the government was debated in all three houses. A Coloured MP
said, "We were anxious to demonstrate that we are not government stooges. We're not
here to decorate the furniture."

29 January
South Africa-Justice J.J. Strijdom, one of the top legal figures in the "independent"

Venda bantustan, urged Venda's Minister of Justice to stay further executions in a
ritual murder case. Strijdom said that an investigation had revealed that trumped-up
evidence and conflicting testimony had marked the trial of a former Cabinet Minister
and two other defendants, who have already been executed for gouging out the eyes
and internal organs of a young man.

Namibia-Police confirmed the death in detention of Thomas Nikanor, who was
picked up by security police while on a 15-day leave from his job with the Consoli
dated Diamond Mines at Oranjemund and who died on 27 January. Nikanor, the
father of nine, was suspected of giving assistance to SWAPO, and allegedly hanged
himself with blankets in his cell. A representative of the Namibian Council of
Churches expressed shock at the death and called for an investigation.

30 January
South Africa-The Supreme Court in Pretoria ordered the South African Medical

and Dental Council to ~old an inquiry into the conduct of two doctors who treated the
African leader Steve Biko before his death in detention in 1977. The Judge President of
the Transvaal said in a statement that there waspnma facie evidence of improper ordis
graceful conduct on the part of Drs. Ivor Langand Benjamin Tucker, who occupied the
posts of District Surgeon of Port Elizabeth and Chief District Surgeon at the time of
Biko's death.
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31 January
USA -Ninety-five clergymen and religious adivists were arrested in a demonstra

tion at the South African Embassy. Well over] ,000 protesters had so far been arrested
in demonstrations in Washington, which began in November.

South Africa-Speaking in the white chamber of Parliament, President P.W. Botha
said the government was willing to consider the release of ANC leader Nelson
Mandela on the condition that he refrain from planning, instigating, or committing
ads of violence for the furtherance of political objedives.ln reply to a question put by
PFP member Helen Suzman, Botha said his offer applied to all long-term prisoners.

South Africa-Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha told foreign journalists that the civil war
in Mozambique was worsening and that negotiations between the MNR and the
Frelimo government were deadlocked. He said the latest proposals by the MNR had
been so unreasonable that he had not bothered to pass them on to Mozambique's Pres
ident Machel. He strongly denied reports that South Africa was continuing to help the
MNR.

Swaziland-At the opening of a two-day conference of SADCC, Prime Minister
Prince Bhekimpi Dlamini defended his country's strong links with South Africa, say
ing that Swaziland has no choice but to cooperate with its powerful neighbor. He made
clear that SADCC ties were no more important to Swaziland than ties with South
Africa, and said Swaziland still nurtured hopes of a land deal with South Africa under
which it would take over parts of two bantustans. SADCC delegates had been unable
to get enough rooms in the South Africa-run hotel scheduled for the conference.
Many rooms had been booked for a major South African golf tournament.

South Africa-Police reported that African youths stoned and burned down the
home of the deputy mayor of New Brighton, a township near Port Elizabeth. The vio
lence was attributed to opposition to South Africa's educational policy for blacks.

IDAF has three objedives: (I) to aid, defend and rehabilitate the vidims of unjust
legislation and oppressive and arbitrary procedures, (2) to support their families and
dependents, (3) to keep the conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations-----------------
ANe-African National Congress

AWB-Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging or Afrikaner Resistance Movement, a group of radical right-wing
extremists.

Azapo-Azanian People's Organization

HCM-Black Consciousness Movement

BCP-Basutoland Congress Party

Broederbond-a politically powerful secret society of right-wing Afrikaners

Contact Group-the Western mediating group on Namibian independence. made up of the US. France, UK,
West Germany and Canada

mSAS-Council of South African Students

DTA -Democratic Turnhalle Alliance

FEC-European Economic Community

FLS-Front-Line States: Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe

fOSATU-Federation of South African Trade Unions

ltelimo-Mozambique Liberation Front, the ruling party

HNP-Herstigte Nasionale Party, an extreme right.wing Afrikaner party

IMF-International Monetary Fund

UA -Lesotho Liberation Army, the military wing of the exiled Bep

MNR-Mozambique National Resistance

MPLA-Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, the ruling party

MWASA -Media Workers Association of South Africa, a black trade union

NIS-Nationallntelligence Service [South Africa]

i\VSAS-National Union of South African Students

Q4U-Organization of African Unity

PAC-Pan-Africanist Congress

PFP-Progressive Federal Party, the official South African opposition party

S4A WU-South African Allied Workers Union

S4CC-South African Council of Churches

S4CTU-South African Congress of Trade Unions

S4DCC-Southern Africa Development Coordination Conference

S4DF-South African Defense Force

S4PA-South African Press Association

SWAPO-South West Africa People's Organization

SWA1F-South West Africa Territorial Force

LUVIrA-National Union for the Total Independence of Angola

UN Resolution 435-a Security Council resolution calling for a ceasefire in Namibia and the withdrawal of
South African troops. The UN Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG), which would include UN peace
keeping troops, would be stationed in Namibia in preparation for elections to be held under UN supervision.

Z4NU-Zimbabwe African National Union, the ruling party

Z4PU-Zimbabwe African People's Union

opra-Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army, the military wing of ZAPU

One South African rand (RI.OO) equals approximately 50'
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