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Southern Africa News Calendar
August, September, and October 1986

The following news items are based primarily on shortwave broadcasts by the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), The Voice of America (VOA), and Radio South Africa (RSA).
South African and British newspapers arealso used. Items are intended to supplement major news
sources and are not exhaustive. Because radio reception is sometimes unclear, the spelling of all
proper names cannot be guaranteed.

Items relating to political trials and detentions appear in red.

For more comprehensive news about political prisoners in Southern Africa, please see our
bimonthly publication Focus.

1 August
USA - The Senate Foreign Relations Committeeapproved abill by Richard Lugar (R-IN)

for comprehensive sanctions against South Africa.

South Africa - President PW. Botha announced amended emergency regulations and
declared them retroactive to 12 june, overriding court challenges to the emergency
restrictions. He also ruled that police could declare publications subversive without any
right of appeal for editors, publishers, or writers. Helen Suzman MP said these actions
could only bring further condemnation from the outside world.

South Africa - The Department of Trade and Industry announced it would introduce
a system of import licensing on all imports from Zimbabwe but said this was not an
embargo.

2 August
Namibia-A bomb blew up in a meat market in Walvis Bay, Namibia's main port,

which is claimed as South African territory by Pretoria.

3 August
South Africa - Two security fDlCe members were reportedly shot and seriously

wounded in an ambush in an African ghetto about 30 miles east of johannesburg.

4 August
United Kingdom - Six of the seven nations at the Commonwealth mini-summit,

excluding Britain, agreed on steps set out at the 1985 Nassau summit: a ban on air links
with South Africa and new investment there, and on double-taxation agreements,
government trade and procurement, tourist promotion, and imports of agricultural
products, uranium, coal, iron, and steel, as well as a withdrawal of consular facilities.
Britain agreed only to a voluntary ban on new investment and tourist promotion, and to
accept any EEC decision on imports of coal, iron, steel, and gold coins.

5 August
SouthAfrica - Protest erupted over an order given to the kwaZulu bantustan's 53,000

civil servants to sign apledge of loyalty to the bantustan governmentand its leaderGatsha
Buthelezi.

South Africa - Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha said South Africa would introduce import
licenses and a levy on goods from Zambia and Zimbabwe, which had pressed for
sanctions at the Commonwealth mini-summit. He threatened that foreign workers in
South Africa might be repatriated. [The ambassador to Britain laterdenied thatthese were
countersanctions, and said a levy was being imposed only on Zarnbia.]

South Africa-About 1,000 people met in johannesburg to protest the State of
Emergency. Helen Suzman MP said racial unrest was at its worst since 1976, the economy

at its worst since the Great Depression, and international relations at their worst in history.
Cape Times editor Anthony Heard said South Africa no longer had a free press.

USA - The US Catholic Conference protested the detention of the Rev. Smangaliso
Mkhatshwa, the Secretary of the Southem African Catholic Bishops Conference, and
detentions at a Catholic church in Elsie's River on 20 july.

United Kingdom-The Guardian (London) newspaper said Pretoria was the only
beneficiary ofMrs. Thatcher's intransigence at the Commonwealth mini-summit, and that
the consensus that had held the Commonwealth together had been destroyed. Zambian
President Kenneth Kaunda accused Mrs. Thatcher of betraying not only South Africa's
black majority but also the Commonwealth.

Continued on page 2

The Children's Crisis
The following interview with Audrey Coleman of the Detainees'

Parents Support Committee was broadcast by the BBC Africa Service
on 4 December. In it, Ms. Coleman discusses the over 200-page report
that had just been issued by the DPSC on the mountingcrisis ofdetained
children in South Africa.

We begin this morning with an alarming report from South Africa.
Anti-apartheid groups there estimate that there are somewhere in the
region of 8,000 children under the age of 18 who are being held in
detention. Ata recent meetingofcivil rights groups in johannesburg, an

Continued on page 2

New Books Available from IDAF
Crying in the Wilderness by Desmond Tutu. (Mowbray, 1982, 125 pp., illus.) $6.00
paper

A collection of Bishop Tutu's sermons, speeches, articles, and press statements on
the struggle for liberation in South Africa.

Let My People Go by Albert Luthuli (Fontana, 1962, 220 pp., illus.l $4.50 paper
The autobiography of the one-time President of the African National Congress and

winner of the 1961 Nobel Peace Prize.

Namibia: Reclaiming the People's Health (Namibia Support Committee, 1984, 151
pp., iIIus.) $9.00 paper

A study of the crisis in health care caused by apartheid in Namibia, with emphasis
on the training of health workers, feeding programs, and maternal and child health.

Torture is Part of the System (African National Congress, 1984,47 pp., iIIus.) $2.00
paper

An account of state violence in South Africa and Namibia, including torture, soli
tary detention, psychological abuse, and military violence, with descriptions of cases.

IDAF's 1986-87 catalogue is available. Please write or call for your free copy.



THE CHILDREN'S CRISIS continued from page 1

that leaves marks on them. Some of the photographs show scarring
from electric shock.

Aren't you taking a big risk by doing this?
As amatter of fact, the security police arrived at our house and asked

for me by name. My husband said what was the purpose and they said
they were serving a restriction order on me. When I go back to South
Africa I'm going to face restriction orders. And this is something that's
going on in South Africa now. They're serving umpteen restriction
orders which prevents people from taking part in democratic
opposition.

Do you have any evidence of the psychological assaults on
children, and what happened to them afterwards?

Yes, many of them are being uncommunicative when they come
out-very, very frightened. They justdon't know how to respond. So we
have counsellors, who give psychiatric care to the children, because I
believe even ifyou're an adult being put under that type of pressure you
would need help professionally. We have a panel of doctors here who
help us with this type of work.

What kind of society, do you think, would allow children to be
detained?

Well, I think it must be a very brutalized society, because I don't
believe that children should be detained under any circumstances. If a
child has broken the law he should be charged under the Criminal
Procedures Act, which is there for that purpose, and acharge should be
brought within 48 hours of detention, and the child should be returned
to the custody of the parent.

o
That doesn't deter you?
Not at all.

So it must be something really traumatic for aparent to lose their
child in that way. What kind of access do parents have to their
children?

Parents don't have a right to visit and children don't have a right to a
lawyer. . . .So unless they come to organizations such as the DPSC
many of them don't know of away to get to their children. It's very diffi
cult for them, and many of them don't know where their children are
being held ... so that they spend weeks looking for the children before
they even know in which prison or police station they're held.

Are there are any laws protecting minors in South Africa?
Yes, there's aChildren's Act. But it's overridden by the Internal Security

Act and the Public Safety Act, which is invoked for the State of
Emergency.

Audrey, could you define exactly what kind of age group are we
talking about?

Yes. Children are detained from the age of nine under this State of
Emergency. Underthe last State of Emergency they were from seven. So
they are detained at a very early age.

Can you give us some details of the type of treatment that the kids
are getting?

Yes. The allegations from the children-not all of them, but a lot of
them - are that they are being assaulted, beaten and that type of thing,
as well as tortured. Some children allege that they've been given
electric shocks and had a hood placed over their heads ...

What are they being detained for, exactly?
Well, I think children are forced into opposition politics. They are

dissatisfied with unequal education and want it changed, but when
they try to negotiate and speak to the authorities, they aren't satisfied by

Is that what the photographs in the dossier are about?
Yes, that is the evidence we have as the children come in after they've

been released - that they've been badly sjambokked, which is a whip

them. They just talk about the cause of boycotts and that type of thing,
which is seen as a threat to this government. They don't like it.

"I don't believe that children should be detained
under any circumstances:'

organization called Free the Children was launched, and this
organization has made an appeal to the South African government for
the immediate release of children held in detention under the
emergency regulations. Audrey Coleman is a worker with the
monitoringorganization Detainees' Parents Support Committee and is
in London at the moment to focus on the plight of these youngsters in
a detailed dossier, which includes statements and photographs.

CALENDAR continued from page 1

6 August
South Africa - The financial rand, a paper currency aimed at foreign investment, fell

to arecord low of less than US 20¢. Foreign exchange dealers said millions ofdollars were
leaving the country.

Namibia - The offices of The Namibian, ayear-<Jld newpaper critical of South Africa's
occupation and its interim regime, were attacked by arson.

South Africa - Trucks were being unloaded and searched at customs posts on the
borders of Botswana and Zimbabwe, causing longdelays. A refundable depositon goods

Special Quarterly Issue
In order to allow our editor to take a much-needed one month's leave, we have

made this a quarterly issue covering a three-month news period rather than the usual
two. Our next issue will also cover a three-month period and will be dated February
1987, No. 30.

We welcome your ideas about the content and frequency of News Notes. Would
you prefer that we continue to publish quarterly issues like this one rather than bi
monthly issues, or would this make the material we publish too late to be of use?
Please let us hear from you.

travelling to Zambia had been set at 125% of the full duty on many items, requiring
Zambian traders and their agents to raise large sums ofmoney. [The searches were ended
on 26 August.]

"Severest Censorship in the World"
Prepublication censorship of the news media in South Africa, already tightened by

the State of Emergency imposed on 12 June, was made even more severe by a new
clampdown imposed on 11 December. The new measures ban unauthorized reports
of political "unrest;' including news of strikes, boycotts, gatherings of anti-apartheid
organizations or other groups considered subversive, as well as of any "speech, state
ment or remark" the regime believes could provoke unrest, and even of criticism by
Iv\embers ofParliament. Editors and journalists termed the new measures the severest
form of censorship in the world, and observers have said they removed the last pretense
that South Africa was a democratic country.

The news in this issue was reported before these new measures took effect but
was bound by the previous restrictions, under which journalists were already excluded
from "unrest areas" and sometimes attacked by police, newspapers were heavily
censored or confiscated from newsstands, and only the regime was permitted to give
information on deaths, detentions, demonstrations, security force movements, etc.
The burden of interpreting these regulations rested on reporters themselves.
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7 August
South Africa - The offices of two unions affiliated to COSATU, the Council for Higher

Education of the SACC, and an attorney opposed to apartheid, were struck by arson.

South Africa - The independent Labor l'v1onitoring Group said as many as 950 trade
unionists were in detention, including 350 union officials. It said more than 2,700
unionists had been detained at one time or another since the Emergency was imposed.

8 August
Zimbabwe - Prime MinisterMugabe urged his country to prepare for all-outeconomic

war with South Africa, noting that South Africa was already mounting an economic
blockade.

SouthAfrica - Annica van Gylswyk, aSwedish national and Pretoria chair ofthe Black
Sash, left South Africa after authorities told her the alternative was further detention under
emergency regulations, followed by atrial on unspecified charges; she had been released
the previous week after being held for 47 days.

South Africa - The regime released 11 detainees, including Azapo leader Saths
Cooper, and was ordered by the courts to release another two detainees.

South Africa - Police seized all unsold copies of the Sowetan newspaper, which had
reported that the regime was asking employers about foreign employees.

USA - Terence Tooman, a black candidate for ambassador to South Africa, appeared
to rule himself out by criticizing the conciliatory policy of the US there.

United Kingdom-Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo, co-chair of the Commonwealth
Eminent Persons Group, said those who sought to minimize sanctions and their effects
would have the blood of thousands if not millions on their hands and consciences.

South Africa - Winnie Mandela and Helen Suzman were detaired for about a half
hour with 11 joumalists when they visited a high school in Soweto near Mrs. Mandela's
house.

South Africa-Chief Gatsha Buthelezi said he would not join President Botha's
proposed multiracial national council unless political prisoners such as Nelson Mandela
were also free to join.

9 August
South Africa-The regime said a retired police lieutenant was killed in a grenade

attack at his home in Durban. A school was set on fire in the 5ebokeng ghetto east of
johannesburg. Police fired tear gas to disperse some 15,000 youths at the burial of two
teenagers in Soweto.

China - Bishop Desmond Tutu, on avisit to China, said Western countries would suffer
in the future if they did not now help the Front-Line States in their efforts to end apartheid.
He welcomed Gatsha Buthelezi's rejection of President Botha's proposed council,
describing it as totally discredited.

11 August
South Africa - The Natal Supreme Court ordered the release of Lechesa Tsenoli, a

publicity secretary of the Natal UDF. The court ruled that two clauses of the emergency
regulations exceeded President Botha's powers under the Public Safety Act. Govemment
lawyers filed an appeal. Tsenoli said the state had no case against him and was simply
trying to isolate political activists.

Angola - The Angolan govemment said that three battalions of South African troops
with heavyartillery attacked the town ofCuitoCuanavale nearly 200 miles inside Angola.

South Africa - Neil Ross MP, the head of the PFP's Missing Persons Bureau, claimed
that more than 100 people had disappeared under "horrific circumstances" from an
African ghetto near Worcester, 75 miles from Cape Town. Ross said emergency
restrictions prevented his giving more information. Authorities flatly denied the
disappearances.

South Africa - Prominent writers and joumalists formed the multiracial Anti
Censorship Action Group.

12 August
South Africa - The PFP said it now had firm proof that nearly 6,000 people had been

detained since the State of Emergency was introduced, but said the real figure could be
as high as 12,000. A party spokesperson said organizations monitoring missing persons
had considerably underestimated the number of detainees. Meanwhile, lawyers for at
least 500 detainees announced plans to challenge their detention following the previous
day's ruling of the Natal Supreme Court, which is binding only in that province. Lawyers
said the ruling could set a precedent for as many as 12,000 detainees in the rest of the
country.

SouthAfrica -In the first nationwide Nationalist Party Congress since 1982, President
PW. Botha made adefiant2Y2-hour speech, calling on South Africans to resist interference
and threats from abroad.

South Africa - The legislative assembly of the kwaNdebele bantustan rejected
Pretoria's plans to declare it an "independent" state.
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USA - Former UN ambassador Andrew Young urged new federal legislation to make
any aid to UNITA subject to Congressional approval. Young said UNITA leader jonas
Savimbi was an opportunist serving South African interests.

13 August
South Africa - A four-person Israeli delegation of finance and trade representatives

arrived in South Africa for a week of secret talks. Israel was said to be seeking a long-term
agreement for coal imports.

South Africa - At least 50 detainees were reported freed after a provincial Supreme
Court ruling against key provisions of the government's emergency declaration. The
newspaper Business Day said all 42 detainees held in Frankfort in the Orange Free State
had been released, and SAPA said thateightdetainees held in the Indian ghettoofLenasia
near johannesburg were also freed.

Namibia -In an article headed "Rape of justice;' the Namibian reported that the South
African governmentand Namibia's interim government had halted the prosecution offour
South African soldiers accused of beating a blindfolded Namibian to death. The South
West Africa Bar Council said the move constituted a gross breach of the rule of law.

14 August
South Africa - Three Supreme Court judges in Natal backed the regime in refusing to

release a white church civil rights worker detained under emergency regulations, thus
contradicting an earlier ruling by another branch of the Supreme Court.

South Africa - Thousands of Soweto high-school students boycotted classes for the
second day to protest the presence of security forces in schools. Police had used tear gas
to disperse groups of youths who burned ID cards, stoned cars, and set houses afire. At
least 227 people had been reported killed since 12 june.

China - Speaking in Beijing, Bishop Tutu urged the international community to choose
sides in the South African conflict. He said that without international pressure the
government would never relinquish power, and that the South African people would
remember who helped them obtain majority rule.

SouthAfrica - The MinisterofManpowersaid calls for sanctions by South Africans like
Desmond Tutu, Allan Boesak, and some trade unionists were not only immoral but
bordered on treason.

15 August
South Africa -In a joint statement, the chancellors of the Universities of Cape Town,

Rhodes, Westem Cape, and Witwatersrand called for the liftingofthe State of Emergency
and the release of thousands of detainees.

Swaziland- Police said more than ten men armed with submachine guns raided a p0

lice station and released three prisoners awaiting trial, one of them said to be a suspected
ANC member.

South Africa - Reports circulated that at least 600 detainees were on hunger strike at
Modderbee prison 50 miles north of johannesburg. Lawyer Priscilla jana said prison
conditions were appalling, with many detainees held in solitary confinement.

South Africa - The government announced that four armed men were killed and a
fifth arrested after being wounded in the Eastern Transvaal on the border with Swaziland.

16 August
Mozambique-Authorities said South Africa had been stepping up its support for

MNR guerrillas in violation of the Nkomati accord signed two years ago.

South Africa - Delegates to the Nationalist Party Congress proposed changing the
racial classification of the country's 8,000 Chinese people to white, but said giving
Africans the same rights as whites was out of the question.

18 August
NewZealand- The NewZealand governmentapproved a range ofsanctions to begin

1 December, including a ban on new investments and on certain imports.

South Africa - The regime published a 171-page list of 8,501 detainees held for more
than 30 days under the State of Emergency declared on 12 june, as required by law. The
list did not give the addresses and ages of detainees, was not in alphabetical order and
did not say where they were held. Opposition MPs and the BBC later noted that at least
12,000 and probably far more had in fact been detained under the present Emergency
and more than 600 earlier this year under the previous Emergency, in addition to 3,000
held under security laws. Neil Ross MP said crosschecking of the govemment list with

Official Violence
Violent deaths occurred in South Africa virtually every day during this news period,

and were announced by the regime, which under the current heavy censorship is
the sole source of such information. We therefore report only some of those announce
ments that contain unusual features. Security forces have been responsible for the
majority of killings, even according to the regime's own accounts.



other lists showed that at least 2,000 detainees now released had not been named by the
government, mainly because they were held for less than 30 days.

19 August
Swaziland- Police said a gang of about ten people entered the country and raided

offices of foreign aid organizations and apartments of suspected ANC members. Two
victims were shot in the leg during the raids and many files were stolen. RSA suggested
approvingly that this was a Swazi government action against the ANC, but the Swazi
govemment condemned it as "barbaric:'

20 August
South Africa - A record number of over 3,500 whites left South Africa in the first half

of 1986.
South Africa - After a court challenge by the two main English-language newspaper

groups, the regime conceded that two emergency decrees preventing reporting on
security force operations in African ghettos were invalid because they were improperly
promulgated.

21 August
SouthAfrica - The Manpower Minister disclosed that authorities had been stockpiling

thousands of strategic items for more than ten years to protect the economy against
international sanctions and conceded that a special unit had been set up to promote
"unconventional" trade.

22 August
South Africa - Helen Suzman MP took advantage of Parliamentary privilege to de

plore the 30-<lay detention and torture of 12-year~d "Gilly" Nathela.

24 August
South Africa - joumalist Benjamin Pogrund described the reign of terror of security

forces in ghettos saying that they typically kicked down doors, did not identify
themselves, sometimes wore balaclavas to hide their faces, and would arrest someone
else if the person wanted was gone. He said, 'When people get arrested, they just
disappear.'

27 August
SouthAfrica - Human rights groups said 30 people were killed and 200 injured in the

White City area of Soweto, the worst reported massacre during the current State of
Emergency. The authorities at first admitted to only 12 dead. The trouble apparently
started when local officials tried to evict about 250 people.

28 August
South Africa - Authorities agreed to pay the costs of a court case brought by the Rev.

Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, Secretary of the Catholic Bishops Conference, who said he was
tortured in detention. The government also agreed he would not be tortured from now
on, a tacit admission that his claims were true. Five 'v'kstern diplomats observed the
proceedings.

USA - The California legislature approved a bill to withdraw as much as $11.4 billion
invested in companies doing business in South Africa, the largest divestment package so
far.

South Africa - Reserve Bank governor Gerhard deKock said capital flight and the re
fusal of foreign credit had had a greater impact than trade sanctions are likely to have on
the economy. Capital f1ighllotaled $1 billion in thefirsthalfof1986and $4 billion in 1985.
Inflation was nearly 20% and the rand was at a record low.

29 August
South Africa - Opposition MP Helen Suzman toured the White City area of Soweto

to gather infonnation on the police massacre on the 27th. She said it appeared police had
fired first and called for an independent judicial inquiry. A reporter who witnessed the
massacre said that without warning or apparent provocation, police fired into the crowd
who were chanting, "We are not fighting:'

31 August
South Africa - Eighteen people were injured, two seriously, in an explosion in a

supennarket in the white Durban suburb of Montclair.

1 September
SouthAfrica - Pretoria published a second list of nearly 800 people detained without

trial since the imposition of the Emergency, bringing the total number disclosed to over
9,000.
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2 September
South Africa - A magistrate sentenced a number of young Africans aged 13 to 17 to

prison for their part in attacks on the houses of Africans regarded as collaborators.

3 September
SouthAfrica - The Soweto police commander imposed drastic restrictions on burials,

requiring that each person be buried separately with gatherings limited to 200. Services
were to be held indoors, without flags, banners, PA systems or political speeches, and
only ministers would be allowed to speak.

South Africa - Thousands of Africans in ghettos south of johannesburg stayed away
from work to mark the second anniversary of the current wave of resistance. The
Associated Press said at least 2,100 people had been killed in "unrest" since then.

4 September
South Africa - The Supreme Court in Pietermaritzburg overtumed four emergency

regulations including those providing for the seizure and closing down of newspapers.
The court described the regulations as horrendous, catastrophic, and as going far beyond
press censorship. .

South Africa - Police clashed with Soweto residents after thousands gathered at
jabulani stadium for a mass funeral, in defiance of an official ban. Unconfirmed reports
spoke of eight deaths. Newsmen were barred from Soweto. Police seized some of the
bodies and buried 12 of them without notifying relatives. Some were left unburied at
gravesides. About 70% of the johannesburg workforce stayed away from work.

5 September
South Africa - Security forces remained in Soweto in even greater strength to enforce

funeral restrictions, despite a Supreme Court ruling that appeared to nullify the restrictions.

6 September
South Africa - Arriving in Cape Town for Bishop Tutu's enthronement, Winnie

Mandela said there had been continuous gunfire all night in Soweto. She said, "The
absence of the media is giving these people extensive leverage to terminate life. They've
really gone berserk:' .

USA - The Associatec Press said that according to official figures 300 people had been
killed since the State of Emergency was declared.

7 September
Zimbabwe - The Nonaligned summit ended with an appeal to the international com

munity to impose comprehensive sanctions. It recommended a solidarity fund to soften
the impact of sanctions on South Africa's neighbors. The new chair of the Nonaligned
Movement is Prime Minister Mugabe.

SouthAfrica - At his enthronementas Archbishop ofCape Town, Bishop Tutu said that
if President Botha would end the State of Emergency, remove troops from the ghettos, re
lease political prisoners, and open negotiations with authentic black leaders, he himself
would be prepared to ask the world to suspend plans for sanctions. In a speech after the
ceremony, Robert Runcie, the Archbishop of Canterbury, defied the law by quoting
Nelson Mandela on the need to resist both black and white tyranny.

8 September
SouthAfrica - Authorities said police killed four alleged ANC guerrillas in a gun battle

in Durban.

9 September
South Africa - Three ANC merrbers were hanged at dawn at Pretoria Central Prison.

Lucky Payi and Sipho Xulu were convicted for the murder ofanotherAfrican, and Andrew

Sipho Xulu Lucky Payi Andrew londo

Zondo for his part in a bombing attack at the Amanzimtoti resort in which five people
were killed. The UDF had appealed for clemency, reminding President Botha that he had
reprieved several South African soldiers who had murdered a Namibian civilian.



South Africa - Mrs. Coretta Scott King failed to keep an appointment with President
Botha, saying she would prefer to meet him on another occasion. Bishop Tutu, Allan
Boesak, and Winnie IvIandela had said they would not see her ifshe met with Botha. Mrs.
King also canceled a meeting with Zulu chief Gatsha Buthelezi.

South Africa - The govemment shut down more than 20 schools in the Eastern Cape
until the end of the year, citing continuing stayaways and disruption.

11 September
Namibia - Three bishops from the Anglican, Catholic, and Lutheran churches sought

to lift a curfew imposed in the north by the South African Administrator General in 1979.
Bishop James Kaulumo said the Administrator General had acted in bad faith, that the
ambit of the curfew was not specified, and that many people had been injured or killed
for breaking the curfew.

South Africa - Mrs. Coretta Scott King met with Winnie IvIandela in Soweto, calling it
one of the greatest moments in her life. Mrs. King said Winnie IvIandela was a symbol of
strength and dedication for women everywhere.

12 September
South Africa - Neil Ross MP of the PFP accused the regime of running secret camps

in which detainees underwent political reorientation. Ross said detainees were coerced
into committing themselves to the camps and said education department officials were
ignorant of their existence. The PFP was urgently seeking permission to visit one of the
camps.

Mozambique-After retuming from a meeting with President Banda of IvIalawi,
President IvIachel accused IvIalawi of cooperating with ''Pretoria's warmongers" and
threatened to close the border. IvIachel had gone with Kenneth Kaunda of zambia and
RobertMugabe ofZimbabwe to try to convince Banda to reduce his trade links with South
Africa and prevent MNR rebels from using IvIalawian territory.

South Africa - Police said they shot ANC member Jacob Mhlangu, who was arrested
on 10 September. Mhlangu, described as one of the country's ten most wanted men, was
taken in handcuffs and irons to pointoutbomb caches. He allegedly took ahandgun from
a policeman and opened fire before being killed.

USA - Despite an expected veto by President Reagan, Congress passed aweakened
Senate version of a sanctions bill against South Africa.

13 September
South Africa - A private survey conducted by the University of the Witwatersrand

said the number of unemployed in South Africa might be as many as six million, 12 times
the official figure of 533,000.

14 September
SouthAfrica - Authorities said 13 schools, ten of them in Soweto, would be shut down

from tomorrow because of boycotts. Last week 20 schools in the Eastern Cape were
closed.

15 September
South Africa-Authorities reported the deaths of seven Africans in Soweto, saying

three were killed when a group of vigilantes attacked a house where a group of activists
were meeting. Unofficial sources said the target was abirthday party for a two-year-<Jld,
and that no activists were present.

Belgium - EEC Foreign Ministers agreed to aban on new investmentand on the import
of South African iron, steel, and gold coins but not of coal, thus failing to implement all
the sanctions agreed to earlier, due mainly to British and German opposition.

16 September
South Africa - Rescue teams were sent to the Kinross gold mine in the Eastern

Transvaal after a fire killed at least 177 miners.

Lesotho-Authorities expelled a South African-born Anglican minister after an
interview he gave to a South African paper which referred to reports that South African
agents were abducting South African exiles in Lesotho. [On 6 October he charged that
a South African death squad was operating against ANC members in Lesotho with the
cooperation of Lesotho military authorities.]

Mozambique - On aone-week visit to the border province of Tete, President Samora
IvIachel again criticized IvIalawi's role in the destabilization ofMozambique. IvIachel took
with him military experts to decide where best to place defensive missiles.

17 September
South Africa - Leaders of the National Union of Mineworkers called on the
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government to appoint acommission of inquiry into the Kinross gold mine fire, saying the
disaster clearly demonstrated the unacceptably low safety standards of the mining
industry.

South Africa - Law and Order Minister Louis leGrange said police arrested seven
ANC members in connection with a landmine explosion in the Eastem Transvaal and a
bomb attack in Pretoria in July.

19 September
South Africa-SAPA reported that 2,100 people had been killed in two years of

political violence, although the regime said later that only 1,776 people had been killed
and 5,614 civilians wounded. The regime said 56 members of the security forces were
killed and 711 injured.

South Africa - The regime allowed PFP members to visit one of its alleged "political
re-€ducation camps" in the Orange Free State. The PFP had charged that the camps were
used to politically reconstruct the identities of young Africans held under the State of
Emergency, and that they were coerced to attend. No blacks were allowed in the visiting
group. Monitoring groups had estimated that more than 3,000 children under age 16 had
been detained for various periods, with many still being held.

Japan- The Japanese govemment announced new limited sanctions against South
Africa, including a ban on imports of pig iron and steel, and on landing rights for South
African aircraft.

Mozambique - A military spokesperson accused South Africa of afurther violation of
the Nkomati nonaggression accord, saying a number of men were seen on 14 September
near a border post northwest of IvIaputo.

20 September
United Kingdom - Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe held talks near London with

ANC leaderOliver Tambo, the first official contact with the ANC on that level. Howe said
the British govemment rejected violence, while Tambo said "all-around resistance" must
be stepped up along with effective international action. Tambo criticized the EEC's recent
retreat from earlier stated positions on limited sanctions.

South ~frica - Soweto residents said African municipal police led by two whites fired
on a house where a group of Africans were holding a vigil for a young man stabbed to
death in a brawl.

USA - US officials said President Reagan had rejected an invitation from zambian
President Kenneth Kaunda for talks with the leaders of the Front-line States, saying it could
not be accommodated in the President's schedule.

21 September
South Africa-1,000 African recruits were being trained as constables in a special

three-week crash course. Police normally receive a year's training. The new constables
were to be deployed in African ghettos. One police source said their rnain task would be
to combat the militant youths known as the Comrades.

United Kingdom - ANC President Oliver Tambo met with US State Department
official Chester Crocker.

22 September
South Africa - Hundreds ofangry African mineworkers disrupted a management-run

memorial service for miners killed in the fire in the Kinross gold mine. The union was not
consulted by management and has designated 1 October as a day of mourning for the
Kinross dead. COSATU and the UDF have pledged support.

Mozambique - The Mozambican government appealed for international emergency
aid, saying nearly four million people, a third of its population, were facing starvation due
to disruption by MNR rebels.

23 September
South Africa - The regime said two African schools near Johannesburg and Cape

Town were set on fire and that the body of an African policernan was found in Daveyton
east of Johannesburg.

Official Violence
Violent deaths occurred in South Africa virtually every day during this news period,

and were announced by the regime, which under the current heavy censorship is
the sole source of such information. VIle therefore report only some of those announce
ments that contain unusual features. Security forces have been responsible for the
rnajority of killings, even according to the regime's own accounts.



24 September
South Africa-A limpet mine exploded at the suburban home of Del Kevan, the

official responsible for housing in Soweto. She had announced herdetermination to crack
down on residents refusing to pay rent, and was blamed by some for the deaths of 12
people killed in demonstrations over evictions. [She resigned her position on 26
September.]

25 September
South Africa - The Information Bureau, which controls all official news of political

"unrest"and violence, said it was reducing its coverage and would issue news only when
all the "salient and verified" facts were available; and it would no longer respond to
telephone inquiries.

26 September
South Africa - Patricia Sibley of the Society of South African joumalists said the

Information Bureau had deliberately misled the press and hid damaging information. She
said South Africa was effectively a police state with no press freedom at all.

South Africa - About five people were injured when a bomb went off in the
Devonshire Hotel in central johannesburg. There had been more than 50 bomb attacks
since the State of Emergency was declared.

South Africa - Foreign Minister "Pik" Botha wamed the US that South Africa would
prohibit grain purchases from the USand cut grain supplies to othercountries in the region
if the US imposed sanctions. Botha said he had personally contacted seven US Senators
and wamed them of these consequences.

USA - President Reagan vetoed the sanctions bill, saying it amounted to adeclaration
of economic warfare. Criticizing the veto later, Archbishop Tutu said blacks would
remember who supported them in the struggle, and that ~eagan would be judged
harshly by history. Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) said the veto made the US look like an
apologist for apartheid, and Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-MA) said it put the US on the side
of racism in South Africa.

29 September
South Africa - Threatening retaliation, Ciskei bantustan leader Lennox Sebe accused

the Transkei bantustan ofbeing responsible for sending an armed gang to free his brother,
former security chief Charles Sebe, from a prison in the Ciskei on 26 September, and for
the abduction of his son and another security officer the same day.

30 September
South Africa - Rve judges of the Appeals Court in Bloemfontein ruled on contra

dictory legal decisions in Natal courts last month on Emergency detentions. The judges
~shed adecision ordering the release ofAfrican detainee Solomon Tsenoni and upheld
the detention in Pietermaritzburg of white church worker Peter Kerchhoff, thus crushing
hopes ofearly release for thousands of political detainees. [Kerchhoff was later released.]

USA - President Reagan announced he was nominating black career diplomat Edward
Perkins as the next US ambassador to Pretoria. The announcement came as the Senate
prepared for debate on whether to override Reagan's veto ofeconomic sanctions against
South Africa.

1 October
SouthAfrica - The National Union ofMineworkers said 300,000 miners stayed away

from work in memory of the miners killed at the Kinross gold mine. The AngloAmerican
Corporation said all but 30,000 of its 180,000 workers failed to report for the morning
shift. A number of coal miners also stayed away.

South Africa - p.w. Botha said the principle of residential segregation by race,
embodied in the Group Areas Act, was the comerstone of his government's racial policy
and would remain as long as he was in power. However, Botha said he would consider
exceptions in high-income areas where property prices would keep out most non-whites.

South Africa - RSA said that 7,000 members of the defunct Railway Police had been
incorporated into the regular police as part of a program to expand the police force to
86,000 by 1994.

2 October
USA - The Senate voted 78 to 21 to overtum President Reagan's veto of sanctions

against South Africa, in Reagan's first major foreign-policy defeat. The sanctions package
bans imports of South African clothing, textiles, steel, coal, uranium, and agricultural
products, denies landing rights to South f.{rican Airways, and bans all new investment in
and bank loans to South Africa. IfSouth Africa does not make substantial progress within
one year toward ending apartheid, additional measures would ban imports ofdiamonds
and strategic minerals, and halt military aid to countries that supply South Africa with
arms.

USA - Harvard University announced it would divest from eight companies doing
business in South Africa, including the Ford Motor Company and several large oil
corporations.
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3 October
South Africa - Prime Minister Mugabe of Zimbabwe said the US sanctions bill had

sent Pretoria a clear signal that the American people could no longer tolerate apartheid,
even though their leader might be its ally. Bishop Tutu and the Rev. Beyers Naude were
among many who welcomed US sanctions.

South Africa - A report in the Weekly Mail described a hidden system ofgovernment
called the National Security Management System. The report said the system was
extremely powerful as high up as the Cabinet level.

4 October
Zaire - The leaders of Zambia, Zaire, Angola, and Zimbabwe met to discuss retuming

to service the Benguela railway, which has been closed for ten years by UNITA sabotage.

7 October
South Africa - Among the killings recently announced by the Information Bureau was

that of an African policeman shot dead in a ghetto near Grahamstown.

South Africa - A "moderate" new political party, called the United Christian
Conciliation Party was formed by community councillors and pro-government black
clergy, including Bishop Isaac Mokoena. The party opposes sanctions and supports the
regime's ban on the ANC.

8 October
South Africa -In a severe blow to Mozambique, the regime announced it was

banning any further recruitment of migrant workers from Mozambique, and .that
Mozambicans now working in South Africa would be sent home when their contracts
expired.

South Africa - The Detainees' Parents Support Committee said that 20,000 people
had been detained since the State of Emergency was declared in june.

9 October
USA - The Senate Foreign Relations Committee unanimously approved black

diplomat Edward Perkins as ambassador to South Africa. Perkins had said he would
vigorously support the new sanctions law and would seek an early meeting with
imprisoned ANC leader Nelson Mandela.

South Africa - The government declared the UDF an "affected organization;' which
prohibits it from receiving overseas funds or using any already received. The visiting
leader of the British Labor Party said this was "a sign that even quite orderly, legitimate
political activity by the blacks has been choked:'

10 October
Zambia - The ANC denied responsibility for a recent mine explosion near the

Mozambican border that killed six South African soldiers, saying the charge was a
fabrication to justify South African plans to oust the Mozambican government.

12 October
South Africa - A survey by the University of South Africa showed more than half the

adults in Soweto were unemployed, and that living standards there had declined sharply
over the last decade. .

13 October
South Africa - The Anglican diocese of Cape Town called for increased sanctions

against South Africa.

14 October
South Africa - The Black Sash women's organization accused security forces of

maltreating detained African children as young as 12.

15 October
South Africa - Amnesty International's annual report said that there were at least 137

hangings in South Africa in 1985, the largest numberofexecutions in any African country.
The organization said human rights abuses increased throughout Africa, with South
Africa the leading offender.

SouthAfrica - TheWorld Council ofChurches' Program to Combat Racism reportedly
alloted $216,000 to SWAPO, the ANC, and the PAC. Another $10,000 was allotted to the
South African Council of Trade Unions for educational purposes.

17 October
Swaziland - About ten white men armed with guns and silencers raided the office of

a refugee organization in Manzini and removed files on about 800 students, some of
them South African refugees. The men fired at security guards before driving off.



18 October
Mozambique - Refugees at a relief center said that white South Africans were seen

commanding rebels in an area of IvIozambique near the Malawian border.

South Africa - Several people attended a protest meeting against the removal of the
African ghetto ofOukasie near Brits, west of Pretoria; its 1,400 families were to be moved
"without delay" to a new ghetto called Lethlabile, 25 km away on the border of the
Bophuthatswana bantustan. The residents voted to stage a work stayaway. Last year the
regime had promised there would be no more forced removals.

20 October
South Africa - President Samora Machel was killed with 27 others when his plane

crashed in South African territory on its return
from a summit meeting in Lusaka. The Rus
sian pilot was one of four survivors. South
Africa sealed off the area. The crash took
place in a hilly area near Komatipoort, where
the Nkomati nonaggression pact was signed
in 1984.

USA - General IvIotors chair Roger Smith
said his company was withdrawing from
South Africa because of dissatisfaction with
the pace of change there. G/vI, which
employed about 5,000 people in South
Africa, was to sell its subsidiary to a local
group headed by local management.

21 October
Zimbabwe -In a reaction to the death of Samora Machel, youths in Harare attacked

South African and Malawian offices and the US Embassy. The demonstration was said to
be organized by university students.

South Africa - The Dutch Reformed Church decided to open its membership to all
races.

South Africa -IBM followed G/vI and agrowing number of US firms in announcing it
would withdraw from South Africa. However, a new company would continue to repre
sent IBM and sell its products in South Africa.

22 October
South Africa - The Honeywell computer company said it was selling its interests to

another company, making it the third US company to withdraw from South Africa in a
week. The Warner Communications Company also announced it was selling its interests
to a local company.

South Africa - The General Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church, after opening its
membership to all races, declared for the first time that apartheid was a mistaken policy
and not justified by the Bible. However, it refused to denounce apartheid as a sin and a
heresy, as many had demanded. The church still supports segregated education and
housing.

23 October
South Africa - Prison authorities said two African prisoners had hanged themselves

in their cells, in separate incidents. Xoluso johannes Jacobs, age 20, had been detained
since 12 June at Upington in the northern Cape. The other prisoner had been awaiting
execution for murder at the Pretoria central prison. Expressing its horror, the Detainees'
Parents Support Committee said 80 political detainees had died in prison since 1963. Of
these, half died in their first five days of detention, and 23 of them had died on the first
day. Earlier in the month, the Committee's own Queenstown worker, Mbuyisela
Songelwa, 29, died ofan "asthrna attack"after 310 days ofdetention. The committee said
that more than 22,000 people held underemergency laws had no guarantee of adequate
protection.

USA - The Commerce Department released adisparaging report that described South
Africa as acountry with a repressive regime and inability to govern properly. It said South

Still an Emergency
The State of Emergency lifted by the South African government on 7 March was

reimposed on 12 June- in an even worse form. The new State of Emergency, imposed
after two Draconian new security laws met with opposition in Parliament, affects
all of South Africa, not just areas of "unrest:'

An immediate result of the new Emergency has been an enormous new wave of
political detentions, over 1,000 on the first day alone. The number of detentions in
1986 threatens to exceed even the figure of 31,000 detained in 1985. This has placed
unprecedented strain on lOAF's ability to provide legal defense for political prisoners
and aid for their families.

Please help us meet this crisis by mailing a contribution to lOAF, p.o. Box 17,
Cambridge MA 02138. All contributions are tax-deductible.
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Africa's "monstrous bureaucracy" rnade it unattractive for investment.

24 October
Lesotho - A treaty was signed with South Africa to carry out the Lesotho Highlands

Water Project; it will provide water for South Africa and hydroelectric power for Lesotho.

25 October
South Africa - The regime ordered Red Cross representatives to leave the country, in

retaliation for a vote the previous day by a conference of the International Red Cross in
Geneva expelling the South African government delegation.

26 October
Mozambique-Foreign Minister Joachim Chissano said "armed banditry and

apartheid" were responsible for the death of Samora Machel.

Zimbabwe - Prime Minister Mugabe said his country would never allow right-wing
rebels to take over in IvIozambique, and that it would fight to the last man to defend
IvIozambique's sovereignty. He said he believed South Africa had assassinated Samora
Machel.

27 October
South Africa - An estimated 35,000 African gold miners were on strike at three gold

mines owned by the Goldfields company. Violence was reported at several Goldfields
mines, including those not affected by the strike. Goldfields had refused to join four other
mining houses in wage negotiations with the union. [The strike was called off on 30
October when Goldfields agreed to negotiate.]

Mozambique- The body of President Samora Machel was interred after a four-hour
ceremony and 21-gun salute in Maputds Heroes Square. The ceremony was attended by
the Presidents of zambia, Kenya, and Tanzania, the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, the
President of Portugal, a Soviet Politburo member, and President Reagan's daughter
Maureen. Pretoria denied Winnie Mandela permission to attend.

Mozambique - Survivors of the plane crash in which Samora Machel was killed said
that the South Africans took some nine hours to get medical help to the survivors, and that
police seemed interested only in documents and baggage scattered around the crash site.

28 October
Soviet Union - The Soviet government said it had invited the International Civil

Aviation Organization to send experts to IvIoscow to view the opening of flight recorders
from President Machel's Soviet-built plane. South Africa said its own experts had also
been invited.

29 October
South Africa - Stephen Marais, a white South African, was sentenced to ten years in

prison for smuggling arms from Lesotho into South Africa. Limpet mines were reportedly
found in his house. He told the court in Johannesburg that he had become convinced the
ANC was the most important group fighting for change in South Africa.

31 October
South Africa -115 black policemen were arrested under emergency regulations after

marching to the township office of the Katlehong ghetto to press for more pay. They were
accused of offenses usually attributed to anti-apartheid protesters, including erecting
barricades, burning tires, and stoning a vehicle.

South Africa - The Muslim community in Cape Town planned a march in protest
against a resolution by the Dutch Reformed Church condemning Islam as a false religion
and a threat to the peace.

"Severest Censorship in the World"
Prepublication censorship of the news media in South Africa, already tightened by

the State of Emergency imposed on 12 June, was rnade even more severe by a new
clampdown imposed on 11 December. The new measures ban unauthorized reports
of political "unrest;' including news of strikes, boycotts, gatherings of anti-apartheid
organizations or other groups considered subversive, as well as of any "speech, state
ment or remark" the regime believes could provoke unrest, and even of criticism by
Members of Parliament. Editors and journalists termed the new measures the severest
form of censorship in the world, and observers have said they removed the last pretense
that South Africa was a democratic country.

The news in this issue was reported before these new measures took effect but
was bound by the previous restrictions, under which journalists were already excluded
from "unrest areas" and sometimes attacked by police, newspapers were heaVily
censored or confiscated from newsstands, and only the regime was permitted to give
information on deaths, detentions, demonstrations, security force movements, etc.
The burden of interpreting these regulations rested on reporters themselves.
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The State of Emergency lifted by the South African

govemment on 7 N1arch was reimposed on 12 June
in an even worse form. The new State of Emergency,
imposed after two Draconian new security laws met
with opposition in Parliament, affects all of South
Africa, not just areas of "unrest/

An immediate result of the new Emergency has
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over 1/000 on the first day alone. The number of
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for political prisoners and aid for their families.

Please help us meet this crisis by mailing a contri
bution to IOAF, p.D. Box 17, Cambridge MA 02138.
All contributions are tax-deductible.

lOAF has three objectives: (1) to aid, defend and rehabilitate the victims of unjust legisla
tion and oppressive and arbitrary procedures, (2) to support their families and dependents,
(3) to keep the conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake.
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Are you moving?
Please let us know so we can keep our rnailing list up to date. This will save us postage
and ensure that we don't lose touch with you.

Acronyms and Abbreviations
ANC - African National Congress
AWB - Afrikaner w","tandsbeweging Of Afrikaner Resistance Movement, a group of radical right-wing South

Africans.
Azapo - Azanian People's Organization
BCM - Black Consciousness Movement
BCP - Basutoland Congress Party
Broederbond - a politically powerful secret society of right-wing Afrikane"
Contact Croup - the Westem mediating group on Namibian independence, made up of the US, France, UK,

West Genmany and Canada
COSAS - Council of South African Students
COSATU - Congress of South African Trade Unions
OTA - Democratic Turnhalle Alliance
EEC - European Economic Community
FLS - FronHine States: Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, Tanzania, lambia and Zimbabwe
FOSATU - Federation of South African Trade Unions
Frelimo - Mozambique Liberation Front, the ruling party
HNP - He"tigte Nasionale Party, an extreme right-wing Afrikaner party
IMF - International NIonetary Fund
LLA - Lesotho Liberation Anmy, the military wing of the exiled BCP
MACWUSA - Motor Assemble,,' and Component Worke,,' Union
MNR - Mozambique National Resistance
MPC - Multi-Party Conference, a group of "internal parties" (excluding SWAPO) backed by South Africa as an in-

terim government for Namibia
MPLA - Popular Movement fOf the Liberation of Angola, the ruling party
MWASA - M>dia Worke" Association of South Africa, a black trade union
N/S - National Intelligence Service [South Africa]
NUSAS - National Union of South African Students
OAU - Organization of African Unity
PAC - Pan-Africanist Congress
PFP - Progressive Federal Party, the official South African opposition party
SAAWU - South African Allied Worke" Union
SACC - South African Council of Churches
SACTU - South African Congress of Trade Unions
SAOCC - Southem Africa Development CoOfdination Conference
SAOF - South African Defense fOfce
SAPA - South African Press Association
SWAPO - South \'\est Africa People's Organization
SWATF - South \'\est Africa Territorial fOfce
UN/TA - National Union !Of the Total Independence of Angola
UN Resolution 435 - a Security Council resolution calling !Of a ceasefire in Namibia and the withdrawal of Sooth

African troops. The UN Transitional Assistance Group (UNTN::;), which would include UN peacekeeping troops,
would be stationed in Namibia in preparation fOf elections to be held under UN supervision.

ZANU - Zimbabwe African National Union, the ruling party
ZAPU - Zimbabwe African People's Union
Zipra - Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Anmy, the military wing of ZAPU
One South African rand (Rl.OO) Oquals approximately 40¢
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