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A Talk by Saths Cooper
A leader of the Black Consciousness Movement, Saths Cooper

has served as Publicity Secretary of the Black People's Convention
in 1972, and as President of the Azanian People's Organization
(Azapo). As a political prisoner in South Africa, he served time at
Robben Island, Victor Verster Prison, Leeuwkop Prison, and Durban
Central Prison. The following excerpts are taken from his speech on
September 21, 1987 in Boston University's Walter Rodney Seminar
Series.

South Africa is a country which is sadly divided against itself, and
those divisions play themselves out daily in different forms-now
violent, now more subtle. This can be most graphically seen in the
black townships of my country,
where it is largely black youth con
fronting white youth who have the
power of the state: the protection of
the law, armored personnel carriers,
etc.

Particularly over the last year, there
have been various fears expressed
by different people involved in the
struggle over the large numbers of
young people sacrificed to the apar
theid monster, which has claimed
well over 3,000 lives over the last three years. At least ten times that
number have been detained. The overwhelming percentage of
people killed or detained have been young people, under the age
of 24 or 25.

In 1976 we saw the cataclysmic events of June 16 in Soweto and
elsewhere. After that there began to be a greater sense ofawareness.
The fear that existed in the early and mid~Oswas removed. Indeed,
we began to see the phenomenon of young people, essentially
unarmed, facing the armed might of the state. That fearlessness has
continued almost unabated until today. Instead of the displaced fear
of the system, there has emerged over the lasttwo years in particular
a new type of fear, amongst political groupings vying for hegemony
or power in different areas. It is Azapo fearing the UDF, the UDF
fearing Azapo, and Inkatha and various other vigilante-type groups.

What has happened is that the state has taken advantage of the
differences that exist among the political groupings. Instead of the
differences being resolved in a non-antagonistic fashion, they have
been resolved in very violent ways, resulting in a significant number
of deaths within the UDF, Azapo, and other groups. Recently these
groups have realized the extent of state involvement in this. In about

May 1985, the state issued bogus pamphlets purporting to come
from the two major groupings, using almost the same language and
appearing simultaneously. It was almost as if the UDF executive and
the Azapo executive had met and said, "We are going to attack you:'

It has emerged that during the internecine activities in the Western
Cape, in Crossroads, in parts of the Transvaal during 1985 and 1986,
there were a lot of right-wing elements taking advantage of what
was happening. A spate of trials have taken place, with very little
coverage given to them, particularly in the international media. This
same international media is informed from time to time by the Jesse
Helmses about the so-called "black on black" violence that has been
taking place, but when it has been white on black violence there has
been a shocking silence. Now it has emerged that some of the so
called necklacings have happened at white hands. Whites have
been responsible for killing black people, and blaming it on interne
cine activity. The reason some of these trials have come to court is
that policemen have been killed, for instance, by white people. We
don't know how many other people were similarly assassinated and
the blame placed on liberation organizations.

Over the last year, in particular, various organizations have seen
that this type of activity needs to be curbed, from the ANC right
down to church organizations inside the country, and outside. There
has been a concerted effort to exert discipline so that the struggle
does not become an ingrown toenail-so that when the enemy
appears inaccessible, we do not turn against ourselves.

The States of Emergency that have been imposed on our country
have had a tremendous impact. Ifwe look at the types of statements
emanating from community groups and political forces inside and
outside the country, we can see that they are beginning to reassess
their role. No more can they continue with mass political activity,
mobilizing hundreds and thousands of people in different parts of
the country, without experiencing a high casualty rate. No more can
people continue to be sacrificed to the repressive apartheid monster

(continued on page 2)

Now Available from IDAF
Winnie Mandela postcards. An inspiring black-and-white photo by Carokin
Schiiten. Sold in sets of four. $3.00

Cry Freedom posters. A color poster for Sir Richard Attenborough's important new
film on South Africa, starring Denzel Washington as Steve Biko and Kevin Kline as
Donald Woods. Supplies are limited. $2.50

Prices includes postage and handling. Our catalogue is available on request.



SATHS COOPER continued from page 1

without it having a counterproductive effect within the communities.
There is an indication that certain political forces are beginning to look
at all sorts of options, including certain levels of consultation with
government agencies. Over the last couple of weeks we saw Parlia
ment making certain startling moves, for instance passing a proposed
bill to the National Education Crisis Committee. Here is an avowedly
anti-system organization, outside the Parliamentary structure, being
given a bill by a Parliament based on a new Constitution that sought
to disenfranchise three-quarters of the population.

I believe there are three important elements of struggle. One
concems the international, another concerns the external, and the
third concerns the internal. By international I mean pressure at a
diplomatic, cultural, academic, sporting, economic, and trade level. It
means completely isolating the Pretoria regime. By external I mean
the input of organizations that are involved in the armed struggle and
other methods. I believe the internal is very important, that without
internal mobilization, consolidation and coordination, the other
factors become meaningless. We will be negotiating from a position
of weakness. It will be like what a comrade of mine, Neo Mnumzana,
the Chief Representative of the ANC at the United Nations, has
characterized as the "safaris" to Lusaka which continue without
anything meaningful coming out of them.

Some people have made an industry out of our suffering, people
who have become latter-day experts on apartheid, people who visit
the country for a couple of weeks or a couple of months and put out
an overwhelming amount of literature, a lot of it rubbish. I understand
the "publish or perish" tenet in academia here, but that doesn't mean
that these are the experts. These are, I think, dangerous elements
when they begin to do the types of things that they do in certain parts
of the United States, when they attempt to direct events from many
thousands of miles away and push for a negotiated settlement at this
point in history.

It would be suicidal to engage in a negotiated settlement now,
because we would enter the conference room from a position of
weakness and division. The young people who have been at the
forefront of the struggle for a long period of time, and the rising
working class, are not going to be satisfied with that solution. There
has to be a definite stake in the new system. There has to be new job
creation, economic security, and direct political involvement.
Nothing less is going to satisfy those expectations. Even if you have
a government of national reconciliation which includes famous
figures, if you cannot deliver particularly at the economic level, that is
going to be a stalemated dispensation. D

Southern Africa News Calendar
August, September and October 1987

The following news items are based primarily on shortwave broadcasts by the British
Broadcasting Corporation (88C), The Voice of America (VOAI, and Radio South Africa (RSAI.
South African and British newspapers are also used. Items are intended to supplement major
news sources and are not exhaustive. Because radio reception is sometimes unclear, the spelling
of all proper names cannot be guaranteed.

Items relating to political trials, political prisoners, and detentions appear in red.

For more comprehensive news about political prisoners in Southern Africa, please see our
bimonthly publication Focus.

2 August
Zambia - President Kenneth Kaunda called a South African threat against Zambia

and Mozambique "provocation of the worst order.'

3 August
South Africa - Cyril Ramaphosa of the National Union of Mineworkers said miners

would strike on 9 August if their demands were not met. These included a pay raise of
30%, 30 days' vacation, danger pay, and death benefits amounting to five years' pay.
More than 800 miners had died in South African mine accidents in 1986.

4 August
United Kingdom - Archbishop Tutu said South African support for the MNR must be

condemned by Western governments as sharply as any other support of terrorism.

Namibia - South Africa recently made clear it wanted elections in Namibia, but not 2

one-person-one-vote. The elections would resemble the South African plan of bringing
acceptable "leaders" onto an advisory council- reviving fears that Pretoria still favored
apartheid and a bantustan-type system for Namibia.

South Africa - Police shot dead three African men suspected to be ANC members in
the Eastern Cape after a car chase in Johannesburg.

5 August
South Africa - Nelson Mandela, age 69, completed his 25th year in jail. Winnie

Mandela said she visited him on 1 August and found him in good spirits. He was said to
be in good health, aprison doctor predicting he could live another 20 years. Mary Benson
said, 'Without him and withoutthe release of other political prisoners there is no peaceful
future for South Africa:'

South Africa - Education Minister F.w. deKlerk threatened to cut off government
funding to universities unless they clamped down on anti-government protests on
campus.

6 August
Swaziland- Two "suspected ANC members" were shot dead near Mbabane in an

apparent political assassination, bringing to 13 the number of such deaths in 1987.

7 August
South Africa - Scottish church worker John Gordon was detained under the Internal

Security Act for alleged connections with guerrillas. [He was released on 14 August.]



South Africa - The NUM advised its 200,000 members due to strike to leave mine
hostels and go home, saying mire owners might starve miners or use police and army
to break the upcoming strike.

South Africa - Standard Chartered Bank, the last British bank in South Africa, said
its 39% stake in the South African Standard Bank Investment Corporation had been sold
for £155 million, in the biggest pullout of a foreign company to date.

8 August
South Africa - Award-winning journalist Tony Heard was disrnissed as editor of the

Cape Times, with no reason given. The UDF said Heard was one of the few South African
editors who had earned the respect of the people.

10 August
South Africa - Union leader Cyril Ramaphosa said 340,000 African miners had

joined the strike that began the previous night, with 44 gold and coal fields shut down.
COSATU pledged its support to the union, warning it could call sympathy strikes, and the
ANC called on other workers to provide cash and food for strikers.

Mozambique-MNR rebels killed at least 43 people, wounded 75, and kidnapped
several others in a raid on a town 70 km north of Maputo, the second MNR massacre
in less than a month.

11 August
South Africa -In what the NUM said was an attempt to break the strike, 86 NUM

officials at a mine union meeting [police said 78] were arrested and charged with
conspiracy to commit murder, and offenses under the Internal Security Act. The NUM
said at least 14 of its members were injured in clashes at two mines.

Angola - The Angolan government revealed the details of its peace proposal, under
which Cuban troops would be gradually withdrawn north of the 13th parallel. Conditions
included an end to foreign aid for UNITA and the inclusion of SWAPO and the UN
Secretary General in South African moves to bring independence to Namibia.

12 August
SouthAfrica - Workers atthe Randfontein gold refinery, which processes all of South

Africa's gold for sale on international markets, voted to join the miners' strike. The NUM
said heavily armed security forces had told workers at Vaal Reefs to return to work, saying
the strike was over.

13 August
SouthAfrica - Police said ANC supporters in ghettos near Cape Town threw rocks and

firebombs after the Supreme Court sentenced ANC commander Lizo Ngqungwana to life
in prison for terrorism, and 12 other ANC members to long prison terms. Three men were
arrested in the protests.

Mozambique- The army general staff said some 119 MNR rebels were killed and six
others captured in fighting over the previous week. Since May, Mozambicans near the
South African border, especially in Gaza, had reported large-scale infiltrations from South
Africa of well-armed rebels in new uniforms.

South Africa - Speaking to Parliament, PW. Botha said he would put an end to
contacts between whites and the ANC, and threatened to curtail the activities ofWestern
diplomats who were "meddling" in South African politics. He said the regime was
considering the release of ANC leader Govan Mbeki.

South Africa - At least 76 miners were injured when police fired rubber bullets at
strikers at Anglo-American's Western Deep Levels gold mine southwest ofJohannesburg.
Seven miners were also injured at the Ergo gold mine by police firing tear gas and rubber
bullets, and 23 arrested for alleged sabotage.

14 August
Mozambique - Following two MNR massacres, in which many of the dead were

babies, pregnant women and hospital patients, the International Red Cross called for a
halt to the killing of civilians in Mozambique.

South Africa-At least 13 miners at a coal mine east of Johannesburg were injured
when security forces fired on them, and another 14 were hurt in the stampede that
followed.

15 August
Lesotho-Gunmen attacked a PAC residence near Maseru used to register South

African exiles with the UN High Commission for Refugees. PAC representative Gora
Ibrahim said the house had earlier been searched by men dressed in Lesotho police and
army uniforms. .

16 August
Mozambique-Reports said the MNR killed 45 people in a raid on the town of

Massangulo in Sofala province. A number of attackers also died. 3

"Severest Censorship in the World"
Pre-publication censorship of the news media in South Africa, already tightened

by the State of Emergency imposed on 12 June 1986, was yet further tightened on
10 December 1986 and 29 January 1987. The net effect is a ban on all uncensored
news about police violence, boycotts, demonstrations, and all other forms of resis
tance, and police powers to ban virtually anything from news to advertisements. On
11 April 1987 it became a crime to participate in any campaign, project, or action
aimed at accomplishing the release of any detainee. On 28 August 1987 yet more
press restrictions were published, providing for the closing of newspapers for renew
able three-month periods without recourse to the courts. Editors and journalists have
termed the new measures the severest form of censorship in the world, and observers
have said they removed the last pretense that South Africa was a democratic country.

17 August
South Africa - PW. Botha accused reporters of damaging South Africa's reputation

and fanning flames of dissent. He threatened to act against independent newspapers
which he said supported left-wing and revolutionary groups.

18 August
South Africa - Police used tear gas and whips to break up a demonstration by several

thousand African municipal employees in Soweto, protesting wages and working
conditions. At least two dozen were arrested.

South Africa - Talks on reducing violence between the NUM and the Anglo
American Corporation, which employs about 80% of the striking miners, broke down
after reports ofpolice violence at the President Steyn gold mine in the Orange Free State.
The union had urged that mine security units be removed from hostels and returned to
barracks, that police not be called into compounds under any conditions, and that charges
against strikers be dropped and an independent arbitrator appointed to investigate
breaches of the agreement.

19 August
South Africa - Security forces at a Goldfields mine killed one miner and seriously

injured at least 20 others when the miners attempted to join the strike. Anglo-American
fired 2,000 striking miners at the Vaal Reefs gold mine and threatened to close a shaft
at the Western Holdings mine and fire another 4,000. The company said 700 workers at
another coal mine owned by Gencor staged an underground sit-in when mine security
forced them down the shafts. The NUM said management at the Randfontein Estates gold
mine had cut off food and water to strikers there.

South Africa - The Post Office began to disrniss 14,000 African postal workers on
strike since June over racial discrimination and disciplinary procedures.

Namibia-In a series of police raids, SWAPO leader Hendrik Witbooi, Dan
Tjongarero, and Niko Bessinger were detained under anti-terrorism laws, as well as Anton
Lubowski, an attorney, and John Pandeni of the umbrella National Union of Namibian
Workers. The biggest ~trike in Namibian mining history had begun in copper mines in
August, and was still under way.

20 August
Switzerland - The International Commission of Jurists issued a report criticizing

among other things the renewed detention of people set free by judges and the failure of
the government to respect court decisions, saying such policies encouraged violence and
torture by the security forces, which were subject to little if any restraint.

South Africa - The BBC said about 2,500 people, almost all Africans, were said to
have been killed in political violence over the past three years.

South Africa - RSA said US ambassador Edward Perkins had questioned the
effectiveness of sanctions, and urged Western nations to proceed with "sensitivity:'

21 August
South Africa - The Anglo-American Corporation fired 4,000 miners at the Western

Holdings mine and said another 17,000 miners had until 24 August to return to work. The
NUM said as many as 45,000 workers faced dismissal deadlines. The strike was
estimated to be costing $8Y2 million a day.

United Nations- The UN Security Council called for the immediate release of
SWAPO and union officials detained under the Terrorism Act in Namibia. It expressed
great concern over the deteriorating situation caused by the increasing repression by
occupation forces.

22 August
USA - The State Department, criticizing the Angolan offer to withdraw Cuban troops

to northern Angola, said the Reagan Administration rejected the idea of "partitioning"
Angola.



23 August
South Africa - The Hertz car-rental company announced it would pull out of South

Africa and that its interests would be merged with those of the South African company
Imperial Car Hire. More than 100 US companies had withdrawn from South Africa since
1984.

South Africa - An independent labor monitoring group said mines had so far lost
about $90 million in profit during the strike, more than the projected cost of the union's
30% wage increase demand, while workers had lost $30-35 million in wages.

SouthAfrica - Three miners were killed over the past two days in clashes with security
guards at Western Holdings and the President Steyn gold mines, bringing the total of
strike-related deaths to six.

25 August
South Africa - Allan Hendrickse, the only Coloured member of the Cabinet, re

signed his position, citing differences with President Botha over the State of Emergency
and the ANC meeting in Dakar.

26 August
South Africa - The regime said that 31 people had been killed in the previous year on

an electrified fence running along part of South Africa's border with Mozambique.

South Africa - NUM leader Cyril Ramaphosa said the union had rejected
management's offer of increased fringe benefits but no wage increase. The NUM had
reduced its demand from a 30% to a 27% increase. African miners earn about noo per
month. Meanwhile over 1,000 miners from Lesotho had been brought in to some mines
to replace strikers.

27 August
Namibia - Ben Uulenga, General Secretary of

the Mineworkers Union of Namibia was arrested
under Section 6 of the Terrorism Act on his return
from Europe. The Act allows indefinite detention
without trial and no access to lawyers.

28 August
South Africa - Yet more press restrictions

were published, providing for pre-publication
censorship and the closing of newspapers for Ben Uulenga
renewable three-month periods without recourse
to the courts. Opposition politicians and editors of anti-government papers described the
restrictions as vicious.

South Africa - The BBC said Anglo-American had so far fired 27,000 miners,
including 3,000 who staged a sit-in at Western Deep Levels gold mine, and had threat
ened to fire another 30,000. It was rumored that the strike would end the next day.

Zimbabwe - Up to five Zimbabwean soldiers were reported killed by MNR rebels in
a raid over Zimbabwe's eastern border.

United Kingdom - Three of the four men accused of a plot to kidnap ANC officials
denied having any connection with the South African government, and said they would
reveal documents showing British government involvement in the case.

South Africa - Two African miners were shot dead and 16 people injured at Gencor's
Kinross gold mine when about 200 strikers were fired on by security guards using tear gas
and plastic bullets.

29 August
South Africa - A large explosion extensively damaged the newly opened Commu

nity Center in Cape Town, which houses anti-apartheid organizations and trade unions
including the Western Cape branch of COSATU.

South Africa - After talks with the Chamber of Mines, the NUM agreed to a slightly
amended management offer, ending the longest and most expensive labor dispute in
over 40 years. Cyril Ramaphosa said that, although the miners' main demands had not
been met, the strike had helped the NUM build a strong foundation for future victories.

30 August
SouthAfrica - The City Press newspaper said the regime had instructed commercial

banks to suspend payments to the NUM during the strike.

31 August
South Africa - Up to 100 miners were trapped underground, most in an elevator, after

an explosion at Gencor's St. Helena gold mine at Welkom in the Orange Free State. [The
next day Gencor said it had given up hope of rescuing the remaining 40 trapped miners.]

1 September
SouthAfrica - Mlamli Wellington Mielies and Mnyanda Moses jantjies were executed

- ------ - -------- -- - --------------------------

for the 1985 killings of Uitenhagecouncillor Benjamin Kinikini and five others. SAYCO and
Archbishop Tutu had appealed for clemency, Tutu saying this would help defuse the
volatile situation.

2 September
South Africa - The Rev. Smangaliso

Mkhatshwa, who was tortured during a year in
detention that ended in june, said the regime had
denied him a passport to visit the US and Europe.
Mkhatshwa called the regime's action irrational
and un-Christian, and accused Pretoria of
"church-bashing:'

South Africa - The regime said security forces
killed or arrested 508 members of banned black
resistance groups in the year ending june 1986.

3 September Smangaliso Mkhatshwa

South Africa - The postal strike ended with management agreeing to increase
minimum wages and consider rehiring fired workers. A demand by the Post and
Telecommunications Workers Association (PATWA) for equal pay for blacks and whites
was rejected. Some 14,000 workers joined the strike, which began 23 june, and more
than 3,000 had been fired.

South Africa - Police said security forces killed an African man after he threw agre
nade at them at a roadblock between johannesburg and Pretoria.

4 September
South Africa - Police raided Azapds headquarters in johannesburg and detained its

President and General Secretary, and carried out raids and arrests in offices in other parts
of the country. Azapo said the raids were connected with its plans to commemorate the
death of Steve Biko.

7 September
SouthAfrica - Dutch fugitive Klaas Dejonge and imprisoned French aid worker Pierre

Albertini were released to diplomats of their countries as part of a prisoner exchange.
Angola also released South African Major Andre du Toit, who was captured in 1985, and
South Africa released 133 Angolan soldiers held by UNITA rebels.

South Africa - The regime withdrew the passport of COSATU General Secretary jay
Naidoo as he was about to leave for Australia to address a union meeting.

8 September
Angola - UNITA said it captured three Swedish development workers in a raid east

of Luanda. [On 14 October the body of one worker was found after atipoff by acaptured
UNITA rebel. On 20 October UNITA said the other two would be released only when
Sweden changed its attitude to the Soviet and Cuban forces in Angola and recognized
UNITA as representing a large number of Angolans.]

Angola - Angola said eight South African planes bombed the southern town of
Xangongo, killing many people. The SADF did not deny the attacks.

9 September
South Africa - The Mercedes-Benz company dismissed nearly 3,000 African work

ers at its plant in East London when they refused to end a five-week strike over wages. [It
later agreed to reemploy the dismissed workers.]

South Africa - The Star said Pretoria's suicide rate was rising, and was the highest per
capita of any city except West Berlin.

10 September
SouthAfrica - Police arrested 170 people underemergency regulations in kwaMashu

near Durban, allegedly for attending an illegal gathering.

Still an Emergency
The State of Emergency lifted by the South African government on 7 March 1986

was reimposed on 12 june 1986-in an even worse form. The new State of Emer
gency, imposed after two Draconian new security laws met with opposition in Parlia
ment, affects all of South Africa, not just areas of "unrest:'

An immediate result of the new Emergency was an enormous new wave of politi
cal detentions, over 1,000 on the first day alone. By the end of April 1987, estimates
of the number of people who had been detained under the Emergency ran at about
30,000, roughly 12,000 of them children. In june 1987 the Emergency was renewed
for another year. This has placed unprecedented strain on IDAF's ability to provide
legal defense for political prisoners and aid for their families.

Please help us meet this crisis by mailing a contribution to IDAF, P.o. Box 17,
Cambridge MA 02138. All contributions are tax-deductible.
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11 September
United Kingdom - British trade unions pledged themselves to raise funds to help

South African unions in industrial disputes and to publicize a consumer boycott of
companies in South Africa, especially Shell Oil.

Namibia-Supreme Court judge Kenneth Viljoen freed six detained SWAPO and
union officials after an urgent application by their wives and relatives. Those released
were Hendrik Witbooi, Dan Tjongarero, Niko Bessinger, john Pandeni, Anton Lubowski,
and Ben Uulenga. Lubowski and Tjongarero had been hospitalized for kidney ailments.

12 September
South Africa - Annored personnel carriers and police vehicles surrounded the

building in Soweto where a meeting was held to commemorate the tenth anniversary of
the death of Steve Biko. A new tombstone was to be unveiled in King William's Town, and
a Steve Biko community fund launched. Archbishop Tutu said that although a person
could be silenced or even killed, his ideas could never be destroyed.

South Africa-The ANC rejected the National Council Bill which would allow
Africans to elect nine members to astrictly advisory council, calling it an idea designed
to entrench white supremacy. Other members would include bantustan leaders and ten
representatives chosen by the President. ANC official johnny tvlakatini said the bill evaded
the demand for majority rule based on one-person-one-vote.

13 September
South Africa - Police said three suspected ANC guerrillas were shot dead in a series

of gun battles in the northern Transvaal, beginning 11 September.

15 September
South Africa - Under the new press restrictions, the directorate of media relations

ordered the Weekly Mail, New Nation, South, Work in Progress, and the South African
Barometer of Political Progress to submit copies of their newspapers to the regirne's
directorate of media relations, within three days of publication. Papers deerned to be
publishing undesirable material could be shut down. The editor of South called this the
start of a massive clampdown on publications.

South Africa - VOA said that according to rnost Africanists there were 4,000 to 5,000
trained ANC guerrillas outside South Africa. Government sources said the nurnber of
guerrilla attacks had marginally increased in 1987, while in 1986 there were 228 incidents
of "terror and sabotage:' The regime c1airned that security-force effectiveness against
guerrillas increased by 300% in 1987.

South Africa - Police said security forces killed a Coloured youth near Cape Town.
Security forces also said they shot dead another two Africans suspected ofbeing guerrillas
who entered South Africa from Zimbabwe.

16 September
SouthAfrica - PW. Botha adrnitted in Parliamentthat he had ordered changes in news

reports on the resignation from the Cabinet ofAllan Hendrickse, in the "Interests of truth:'
Meanwhile Hendrickse said all relations between the regime and his Labor Party
depended on the abolition of the Group Areas Act.

Israel- The Israeli governrnent said it would impose limited sanctions against South
Africa. [On 19 September RSA quoted an Israeli official as saying the sanctions were
mostly syrnbolic and would not seriously affect the two countries' $240 million annual
trade.)

SouthAfrica - Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok said four more armed guerrillas
were captured by security forces at a Botswana border post in the northern Transvaal.

17 September
USA -At a ceremony at Harvard University, members of the 1987 class of Nieman

Fellows awarded the Louis M. Lyons Award for
Conscience and Integrity in journalisrn to 1984
Nieman Fellow Zwelakhe Sisulu, editor of New
Nation, a Catholic-sponsored newspaper for
South African blacks. Sisulu, who has been
irnprisoned since 12 Decernber 1986, was
unable to accept the award in person. At his
request, it was accepted by 1987 Nieman Fellow
Fernando Lima, the news editor of AIM, the
Mozambique News Agency. Calling for media
attention to Sisulu's detention, Nieman
Foundation curator Howard Simons said, "It's very
important that Zwelakhe Sisulu not become an
other Steve Biko:'

Zwelakhe Sisulu South Africa - The President's Advisory
Council recornmended the repeal of the Separate Amenities Act, which provides for
segregated public facilities, but that the Group Areas Act be retained, so that
communities should have the option to become multiracial if they wished. [On 6 October,
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PW. Botha said he could accept the second recommendation, but not the first.) Most of
the Coloured and indian representatives on the Council refused to sign the report.

Zimbabwe - Police had arrested an art gallery owner known as "Mr. X;' said to be an
assassin hired by South Africa who admitted responsibility for the death of an ANC
official's wife in Harare, caused by a booby-trapped TV.

SouthAfrica - Tony Weaver, deputy news editorof the Cape Times, was acquitted on
charges of false reporting. Weaver had claimed that some of the people who died in a
shootout in Guguletu earlier in the year were killed by police in cold blood.

Tanzania - After a meeting in preparation for the Commonwealth summit, the Front
Line States called on South Africa to release all detained children and political prisoners
and to lift the State of Emergency.

United Kingdom - The Oxfam relief organization accused the MNR of using famine
as a weapon of war and with destroying villages, massacring people, and kidnapping
children to serve in its forces.

18 September
United Kingdom - Several hundred union leaders, MPs, and others called for the re

lease of Moses tvlayekiso and four others awaiting trial on political charges.

South Africa - Police arrested Gordon Webster and three other "terrorists" and
"collaborators"after they entered South Africa from Botswana. Webster, who was wanted
for acts of sabotage including a bombing which killed a senior police officer, had been
freed from a hospital in tvlay 1986.

19 September
South Africa -in the continuing wave of anti-union attacks, arsonists set fire to the

johannesburg offices of the National Education and Allied Workers Union, a COSATU
affiliate, destroying all its records.

Mozambique - A report by the Christian Science Monitor said that largely because of
MNRattacks, five million Mozambicans were "on the knife edge of starvation" and athird
of Mozambican children died before age five.

20 September
South Africa - A report commissioned by the private relief organization Operation

Hunger studied more than 400 children from rural areas and said nearly a quarter were
considerably underweight for their age, and that four out of ten suffered from acute
malnutrition.

21 September
Zambia - Zambian police reported that seven women and children were abducted by

UNITA rebels in an attack on a border post in the northwest.

South Africa - The director of the Kinross gold mine and six other people appeared
in court in Witbank to face charges, including manslaughter, under the Mines and
Industries Act, stemming from the mine disaster in September 1986 which killed 177
miners.

23 September
Namibia-South African military authorities said a Catholic church in Ombalantu

was destroyed by abomb, and blamed SWAPo. However, the Catholic vicar-general said
SWAPO had no motive for such an attack, and that security force members had been
overheard laughing about the bombing.

25 September
Zimbabwe-Opening a major conference on Children, Repression, and the Law in

South Africa, Prime Minister Mugabe referred to children who were jailed, maimed, and
murdered by apartheid. An 11-year-<>Id boy testified he was beaten and given electric
shocks, and his mother said he lost his teeth while in detention. A girl spoke of being left
naked in a refrigerator, and a boy was kept for weeks in solitary confinement with a TV
camera aimed at him. Another boy was tied to apole and forced to stare into searchlights,
impairing his eyesight.

Mozambique - Military sources said 28 people were killed by the MNR at a Method
ist mission in the south.

26 September
SwitzerJand- The International Atomic Energy Agency denounced South Africa for

its alleged development of nuclear weapons.

Zimbabwe - Delegates to the Harare conference on Children, Repression, and the
Law in South Africa issued a statement accusing South African authorities of systematic
brutality against detained children. They said such behavior put the regime beyond the
pale of civilized society. Organizers said about 10,000 children had been detained under
the State of Emergency. The Detainees' Parents Support Committee had said the regime
was now holding at least 400 children under age 18.

28 September
USA - Bill Cosby and mayors of several cities launched a campaign called Unlock



Apartheid's jails, in which thousands of keys would be collected and presented to South
African officials. Organizers said South Africa had jailed 30,000 people in the previous
year, 40% of them children.

Zimbabwe - Speaking to a closed meeting at the Harare conference, ANC President
Oliver Tambo appealed to ANC supporters in South Africa to stop "necklace" killings
of suspected collaborators, saying these hindered the nationalist cause, and that pro
government vigilantes should be won over by persuasion rather than violence. Tambo
had also confirmed that the South African government had unsuccessfully tried to arrange
talks with the ANC.

South Africa - The Five Freedoms Forum organized the first nationwide meeting of
white South Africans to draw up a program to end apartheid.

SouthAfrica - Police said three African policemen were among the six men arrested
for the killing of members of the Inkatha youth brigade. The statement was puzzling, since
the police generally support Inkatha.

29 September
USA - Secretary of State George Shultz regretted US businesses leaving South Africa.

He called for a "universal franchise" in South Africa and condemned the detention and
abuse of children.

30 September
France-Mozambican President Chissano said Mozambique had asked France for

military training and to consider supplying helicopters, radar, and other surveillance
equipment.

South Africa-The "Finance Minister" of the Transkei bantustan reported massive
corruption under Prime Minister George Matanzima, with losses of at least £15 million.
[Matanzima had fled the bantustan during rumors of a coup attempt, and formally re
signed on 2 October.]

Zambia - A bomb contained in mail from South Africa killed one worker at Lusaka's
central rail station and injured several others.

South Africa-Education Minister FW. deKlerk said the state spent $150 million on
education for whites, over $100 million for Africans and "Coloureds;' and about $50
million for Indians.

1 October
Angola - Angola said South African bombing raids killed at least five soldiers the

previous week, and that some 3,000 South African soldiers were fighting in Angola.

2 October
South Africa - NUMSA reached an agreement with Mercedes-Benz in a wage

dispute at a plant in East London. The company agreed to reemploy strikers with
restoration of benefits, provided industrial pace was maintained until the end of the year.

USA -In a report to Congress, President Reagan said US sanctions had not worked
and disinvestment had hurt African workers. [Rep. Howard Wolpe (D-M1) along with 17
Republicans and 15 Democrats in Congress accused the Administration of weakening the
sanctions with loopholes. Wolpe said Reagan's failure to propose additional sanctions
was a clear violation of the Anti-Apartheid Act. The ANC called Reagan's opposition to
sanctions a slap in the face to the victims of apartheid, and a reaffirmation of the dis
credited policy of "constructive engagemenn

3 October
South Africa - Defense Minister Magnus Malan said a "limited presence" of South

African forces was in Angola to prevent ANC and SWAPO guerrillas from entering South
Africa and Namibia.

4 October
Zambia - President Kaunda accused South Africa of infiltrating trained Zambian

bandits and weapons into the country to overthrow his government. He said the rebels
entered with fake certificates saying they had just been released from prisons in Namibia.

5 October
Namibia - A report for The Namibian said at least five Namibians had been reported

killed for allegedly violating the curfew in the north in recent months, with many other
unreported cases. It said the church that was recently bombed had called for the
withdrawal of the SADF.

Angola - UNITA said it defeated Angolan government forces in a ten-hour battle.
Angola admitted suffering considerable casualties but said these were inflicted by four
South African battalions backed by several planes and heavy artillery.

USA - Mozambican President Chissano met with President Reagan. A US official
said Reagan told Chissano the US would do what it could to end the civil war in
Mozambique.

6 October
South Africa - Police said they seized the entire command structure of an ANC

guerrilla network in the Western Cape, arresting seven African men, two African women,
one Coloured man, and a 30-year-old white woman identified as jennifer Schreiner, the
daughter of a distinguished academic. Weapons were also seized.

7 October
South Africa - Three leading PFP members, including its national chair, resigned to

join the National Democratic Movement, which describes itself as a nonracial political
movement dedicated to the reconstruction of society in an undivided South Africa.

South Africa - The health department said 370 people were believed to have died in
the floods in Natal. The official death toll stood at 231 while 139 were reported missing.

8 October
USA - Before meeting with President Reagan, Zambian President Kaunda warned

that South African blacks were losing patience with apartheid, and the result could be a
civil war engulfing the whole region.

South Africa - Police detained Pat Mophunya, a Soweto community leader who was
trying to negotiate a solution to the rent dispute there.

South Africa - Addressing a conference on Conflict and the Press, Katharine Graham
of the Washington Post said South African reporters were subject to one of the world's
most severe systems of censorship. A Swedish editor and others called for the release of
Zwelakhe Sisulu of the New Nation. Meanwhile the government warned the New
Nation that some of its articles contravened media regulations.

South Africa - The UDF and Inkatha signed an accord in Durban calling on their
members to cease hostilities and stop killing one another.

Namibia - Six soldiers being tried for the murder of veteran SWAPO member
Emmanuel Shifidi at a rally in 1986 were released on $500 bail apiece.

South Africa - NUM leader Cyril Ramaphosa was awarded the Olof Palme prize of
$15,000, set up to promote peace and combat racism.

9 October
Comoro Islands - The editor of the Indian Ocean Newsletter said South African De

fense Minister Magnus Malan had made secret trips to the Comoros, probably to control
South African arms shipments to Iran and the MNR.

South Africa - Police said they broke up another ANC network, this one in the
Transvaal, arresting 16 people and seizing large quantities of weapons, mines, and
explosives; and that Gordon Webster had been picked up at a Botswana border post.

11 October
SouthAfrica - About 1,500 members of the ultra-right AWB gathered at Blood River

to protest plans for reform.

South Africa - Marcel Golding of the NUM said the plans by mining companies to
provide housing for some African miners were intended to make a sector of miners
dependent on management. The NUM says miners earn about $185 per month, while
payments on houses would be $47 per month.

12 October
SouthAfrica - Zulu chiefGatsha Buthelezi attacked the UDF, Natal Indian Congress,

NUSAS, the Black Sash, and elements of the PFP, accusing them of supporting "black on
black" violence in Natal. UDF President Archie Gumede said he feared for his life because
Buthelezi had singled him out in his attack.

13 October
Zimbabwe - A car bomb exploded in Harare, injuring several people including anti

apartheid activists Jeremy and joan Brickhill. Forensics experts said the bomb was
designed to spray shrapnel for maximum damage.

USA - The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, aZimbabwean political leader who came to the
US in 1985, said the US government had refused him political asylum.

USA - The Supreme Court upheld the ban on flights to the US by South African
Airways, which the company had challenged.

14 October
South Africa - Defense Minister Magnus Malan opened a new air base in northern

Natal, from which a defense analyst said South African attack planes could reach Beira
and Harare. Malan warned neighboring countries against harboring guerrillas.

South Africa - P.W. Botha said his government had three priorities in its reform
program: security, development of the economy, and political reform to serve as a basis
for development.

15 October
Mozambique - The MNR attacked the headquarters of the Anglican diocese in

6 Nyasa province, ransacking buildings and causing clergy to flee.
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25 October
South Africa - Police said three more Africans were killed near Pietermaritzburg. Al

most 100 people had died in fighting in the area this year.

accused the Attorney General ofasqualid coverup and called for an independent inquiry.

Angola - South African warplanes struck military and civilian targets deep inside
Angola. Angola said it had downed 16 South African aircraft in the current offensive,
including nine jets and bombers.

South Africa - Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok announced the arrest of a"gang
of youths" being held for "nearly 300 serious crimes:' Some feared that this was a sign of
the onslaught on children continuing.

United Kingdom - Tens of thousands of people organized by the Anti-Apartheid
Movement marched in support of sanctions against South Africa.

Mozambique-President Chissano said the MNR rebels had forced the closure of
more than a third of Mozambique's schools and had looted and destroyed nearly half its
primary health care network. "'-

United Kingdom - A lawyer for two of the three ANC kidnap susp~cts said his client
Frank Larson had worked for the British intelligence service MI-5 during the Rhodesian
civil war, and later for the Special Air Services. [It was later reported that Larson was
involved in another plot to overthrow the government of the Seychelles.]

23 October
USA - The Reagan Administration said japan had overtaken the US as South Africa's

largest trading partner. The Washington Post estimated that South African-japanese trade
was about $3.1 billion, compared with $2.5 billion between the US and South Africa.

28 October
South Africa - Thousands of students and professors at five universities marched to

protest new regulations requiring universities to give advance warning of anti-apartheid
demonstrations and "unacceptable" activities. Police fired tear gas and charged students
at Witwatersrand University.

Swaziland- A South African soldier was shot dead in an incident on the Swazi bor
der, when he tried to stop two suspected ANC members from crossing into South Africa.

South Africa - The UDF said in a letter to Mrs. Thatcher that it was dismayed by her
government's opposition to sanctions and the decision to drop charges against three men
accused ofa kidnap plot against ANC officials. The UDF called on Thatcher to apologize
to the ANC for referring to it as a terrorist organization, and said it would have no further
dealings with the British government.

South Africa - Finance Minister Barend duPlessis said the effect of boycotts and
sanctions should not be underestimated, because of the millions ofdollars that had to be
tied up in stockpiles to protect against embargos.

South Africa - The regime announced new measures under which university
administrations would have to prevent political protests by students or lose their heavy
state subsidies. Protests must be reported to the Education Minister within 21 days, with
an explanation of circumstances and the steps taken by the university.

21 October
South Africa - The trial of Moses Mayekiso, General Secretary of NUMSA, and four

others began in johannesburg. They were accused of subverting government-sponsored
local authorities by organizing underground committees and People's Courts.

USA - King Moshoeshoe II of Lesotho met with President Reagan to discuss the
Southern African situation and the need for more US aid to develop Lesothds transport
and communications and lessen its dependence on South Africa.

South Africa - Authorities announced the arrest of 173 Africans in the
Pietermaritzburg area for possession of weapons.

22 October
Angola - Angolan government forces were reportedly in retreat after failing to

capture the stategic town of Mavinga. The reverse was apparently largely due to South
African heavy artillery and two battalions of South African troops. Angolan fighter planes
were reduced to ineffective high-altitude raids because of the threat of Stingeranti-aircraft
missiles supplied to UNITA by the US.

South Africa - South Africa denied Nigerian allegations that it was engaged in military
activity in Equatorial Guinea and had obtained bases there.

16 October
Canada - The Commonwealth leaders issued a statement saying that, except for

Britain, they believed sanctions had had asignificant effect and they favored their "wider,
tighter, and more intensified application:'

South Africa - Archbishop Tutu said he would continue to meet exiled ANC leaders
despite government attempts to curb such contacts.

Mozambique-MNR guerrillas attacked a convoy of civilian traffic with machine
guns, and set 18 vehicles on fire, killing at least 51 people.

South Africa - Police said they arrested two "trained terrorists" at IV\essina.

17 October
Canada - At a news conference, Kenneth Kaunda of zambia, Robert Mugabe of

Zimbabwe, Bob Hawke of Australia, and Rajiv Gandhi of India voiced anger and
frustration at Britain's opposition to sanctions. The Commonwealth summit agreed to
push for more aid to the Front-Line States, especially Mozambique.

Zimbabwe - Harare radio said MNR guerrillas crossed into Zimbabwe about aweek
earlier, killed 13 people with machetes and robbed stores of food and clothing.

Zambia - Police said an elderly woman was seriously injured in abomb explosion in
Lusaka, possibly aimed at ANC members living in the area.

19 October
Mozambique - Thousands of men, women, and children marched and sang in

ceremonies marking the first anniversary of the death of President Samora Machel.

South Africa - Authorities said police killed an African man near Bloemfontein with
a grenade after being fired on from a house. Four "collaborators" were later arrested.

SouthAfrica - An Omega oil rig, equipped for computerized drilling, arrived in Table
Bay and was to be used along the coast of the southeastern Cape. Another oil rig was
expected to arrive off the Namibian coast the next day.

18 October
United Nations - A report by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization said more

than half of Africa's food aid requirements next year, 1Y, million tons, would be needed
by Angola and Mozambique alone.

Zimbabwe- The Mozambican ambassador to Zimbabwe said one child died every
four minutes in Mozambique as a result of MNR activities. He said from 1980 to 1985 the
MNR was directly or indirectly responsible for the death of 85,000 children per year.

South Africa - A doctoral thesis on prisons, published in the Star, said South Africa
had the world's highest per capita prison population. It said imprisonment in South Africa
had not been developed as rehabilitation but as a form of forced labor, to replace slavery.

22 October
United Kingdom - Charges were dropped against three men accused under the

Prevention of Terrorism Act of plotting to kidnap ANC officials. One of the defense
lawyers said his clients had been working for the British government. Opposition MPs 7

29 October
Mozambique - 211 bodies were recovered, with more scattered in the bush, after the

MNR ambushed a convoy of more than 80 vehicles about five miles north of Maputo.
Mozambique accused South Africa of infiltrating rebels into the south to carry out a
"horrible and inhuman form of terrorism:'



30 October
Angola - UNITA said it captured two Cubans after shooting down their plane over the

eastern province ofMoxico. Cuba later confinned that the two were captured after having
parachuted from their Mig-21.

United Nations- The Security Coundl passed a resolution calling on the Secretary
General to arrange a ceasefire in Namibia. The US abstained, saying it was u'nrealistic
to go ahead without reaching a political settlement first.

Switzerland- The World Council of Churches announced it would give grants to
talling $260,000 to SWAPO, the ANC, and the PAC, for humanitarian activities such as
refugee aid.

31 October
South Africa - Political prisoner Wilton Mkwayi, imprisoned on Robben Island, was

married near Cape Town after authorities granted his request to do so, which he first made
20 years before.

Angola - South Africa said it killed over 150 SWAPO members in a "preemptive
raid" in southern Angola, and said 11 South African troops were killed. These were
among the highest reported casualty figures since South Africa's full-scale invasion of
Angola in 1975. [SWAPO later said it had no bases in Angola, and that the 150 killed must
have been Angolans.)

lOAF has three objectives: (1) to aid, defend and rehabilitate the victims of unjust legisla
tion and oppressive and arbitrary procedures, (2) to support their families and dependents,
(3) to keep the consdence of the world alive to the issues at stake.

lOAF News Notes is published qJarterly by the United States Committee of the
Intemational Defense and Aid Fund for Southern Africa, p.o. Box 17, Cambridge,
Massachusetts 02138. President: Mia Adjali, Executive Director: Kenneth N. Carstens. News
Notes Editor: Geoffrey Wisner.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations
ANC - African National Congress
AWB - Afrikaner \'kerstandsbeweging Of Afrikaner Resistance Movement, a groop of radical right-wing South

Africans.
Azapo - Azanian People's Organization
BCM - Black Consciousness Movement
BCP - Basutoland Congress Party
Broederbond - a politically powerful secret society of right-wing Afrikaners
Con/ad Group - the Westem mediating group on Namibian independence, made up of the US. France, UK,

West Gennany and Canada
COSAS - Council of South African Students
COSATU - Congress of South African Trade Unions
DTA - Democratic Tumhalle Alliance
EEC - European Economic Community
fLS - Front-Line States: Angola, Botswana, Mozambiq.Je, Tanzania, lambia and Zimbabwe
fOSATU - Federation of South African Trade Unions
fre/imo - Mozambiq.Je Liberation Front, the ruling party
HNP - Herstigte Nasionale Party, an extreme right-wing Afrikaner party
IMf - Intemational I-t.onetary Fund
LLA - Lesotho Liberation Anny, the military wing of the exiled BO'
MNR - Mozambiq.Je National Resistance
MPC - MJlti-Party Conference, a groop of "intemal parties" (exduding SWAPO) backed by South Africa as an in-

terim government for Namibia
MPLA - Popular Movement !Of the Liberation of Angola, the ruling party
NAMDA - National Medical and Dental Association
N/S - National Intelligence Service [South Africa]
NUM - National Union of Mineworkers
NUMSA - National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa
NUSAS - National Union of South African Students
OAU - Organization of African Unity
PAC - Pan-Africanist Congress
PfP - Progressive Federal Party, the official South African opposition party
SAAWU - South African Allied Workers Union
SACC - South African Council of Churches
SACTU - South African Congress of Trade Unions
SADCC - Southem Africa Development CoOfdination Conference
SADf - South African Defense Force
SAPA - South African Press Association
SAYeO - South African 'routh Congress
SWAPO - South west Africa People's Organization
SWATf - South West Africa Territorial Force
UDf - United Democratic Front
UN/TA - National Union fOf the Total Independence of Angola
UN Resolution 435 - a Security Council resolution calling fOf a ceasefrre in Namibia and the withdrawal of South

African troops. The UN Transitional Assistance Group (UNTAG), which would include UN peacekeeping troops,
would be stationed in Namibia in preparation for elections to be held under UN supervision.

ZANU - Zimbabwe African National Union, the ruling party
ZAPU - Zimbabwe African People's Union
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