
Assistant Secretary for Africa Cohen Responds to ACAS on Angola

Editor's Note: The following is a recent exchange of correspondence between the Co
Chairpersons of ACAS and the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Africa concerning
Angola, a long-term concern of ACAS.

Association of Concerned Africa Scholars

November 17, 1992

Mr. Herman Cohen
Assistant Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Cohen:

We write to you from our immense concern at the tum of events in Angola. We know that
you share our dismay at the quelling of the tide toward democracy in a land which has not
known peace for centuries. We have appreciated your utilizing youfgood offices in joining
with other governments to move toward the election process and the development of peace
and stability there.

Mr. Savimbi's statement to the press that his loss of the election would be equated with an
unfair election suggests he had little intention of honoring the democratic process, absent a
swift and strong response from his former foreign backers. This month's emergency
evacuations and exodus of UN personnel, Brazilians, many Angolan Portuguese, and most
other foreigners (including one of our graduate students with the American contingent)
suggests the critical urgency of foreign intervention to avert full-blown civil war.

Because the United States has been the major foreign power (along with South Africa) which
has helped to build the military and political power of the UNITA movement, this nation has
a special responsibility to ensure the transition to peace and reconstruction of that beleaguered
society. To that end, we want to urge that the following measures be supported by you and
the Administration:

1. Continue to use your good offices at every possible tum to restore the peace, to
ensure the run-off election, and to seek the rapid movement to constitutional
parliamentary rule.

2. Reiterate to Mr. Savimbi that the U.S. will not re-supply his military under any
circumstances and that the U.S. shall seek to restrict other nations and forces from re
supply of his military capacity.

3. Immediately request that the U.N. Security Council vote for an adequately large U.N.
force to monitor and maintain the peace and to interdict any further efforts of any
parties to re-mount hostilities. It also should be a goal of this force to disarm
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combatants in support of a national army based on a multi-party membership. In light
of the long-term u.s. supply of UNITA's armaments, the u.s. bears a special
responsibility to provide a major part of the costs of such a U.N. force in Angola.

4. Seek to guarantee the end of military re-supply of UNITA from Zaire, South Africa,
Zambia or other sources by providing the most sophisticated support of the U.S.
government for monitoring, identifying, interdicting, and sanctioning any parties who
would seek further to fuel this conflict. Indicate to potential re-suppliers that the U.S.
will sanction those who seek to fuel the conflict.

5. Provide from the U.S. military stores to the U.N. and to the legitimate Angolan
forces whatever defensive armaments necessary for protection of the civilian
population, the infrastructure, and the government from the Stinger missiles and other
sophisticated arms now in Savimbi'shands.

Though it is complex for your Administration to act during this period of political transition
in the United States, the renewed fighting following the election in Angola requires an urgent
response in order to protect the highly significant movement toward democracy in that
country.

We would appreciate your response to these needs at your earliest possible convenience.

Sincerely yours,

Jean Sindab, Ph.D.
Co-Chairperson

(845 West End Avenue, #7A
New York, New York 1(025)

David Wiley, Ph.D.
Co-Chairperson

(c/o African Studies Center
Michigan State University
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United States Department of State
Assistant Secretary of State
of African Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20520-3430
December 16, 1992

Dr. Jean Sindab, Co-Chairperson,
Association of Concerned Africa Scholars,

New York, New York.

Dr. David Wiley, Co-Chairperson,
Association of Concerned Africa Scholars,

East Lansing, Michigan.

Dear Dr. Sindab and Dr. Wiley:

I am responding to your November 17 letter on Angola. I appreciate your concern
regarding the current crisis in that country. While events since the September 29-30 elections
have been discouraging, we continue to work, in company with the UN and the other
observers, with both Angolan parties to avoid a resumption of full-scale civil war.

Weare clearly on record in deploring the resort to violence -- in whatever form and by
whatever side -- in Angola. We have called on both sides, but particularly UNITA, to bring
their forces under control and to stop offensive military action as was mutually pledged in the
November 26 Namibe declaration. We have also called on both sides to immediately release
civilian and military detainees, restrain the activities of armed civilians, and respect
internationally accepted standards of human rights.

We have also strongly supported the role of the UN and the UNAVEM II mission in
Angola. On November 30, we voted in favor of extending UNAVEM's mandate to January
31, 1993. The specific role of the UN beyond that point will have to be determined through
negotiation between the Government, UNITA, and the UN. We are prepared in principle to
support an enhanced UNAVEM role in Angola, based on consensus reached by the Angolan
parties.

Concerning support for UNITA, the U.S. government is providing no assistance to
UNITA, wither directly or indirectly. Nor did we support UNITA or any other political
party in the September 29-30 elections. As for military assistance, under the terms of the
May 1991 peace accords, the parties agreed not to accept lethal material from any source.
The U.S. and the Soviet Union publicly pledged not to supply such assistance to either side.
We have abided by that agreement.

We have also conveyed our concerns over reports that some of Angola's neighbors may
be supplying military assistance to UNITA. While noting that these reports remain
unconfirmed, we have expressed clearly to the governments in question that such assistance
would be a direct violation of the peace accords which the U.S. would condemn.
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We remain deeply committed to the Bicesse Accords as the most meaningful basis on
which to build the resumption of dialogue. We have conveyed this point to the leadership on
both sides. It is only through dialogue that war will be averted. We will continue to work
with the UN, the other official observers, and the Angolan parties, to that end.

Sincerely yours,

Herman J. Cohen
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