
Dear friends~

We are sending this letter to £QQQgC~Dig2 and other close
friends of Mozambique in the United States. in the hopes of
getting your reflections on priorities for solidarity work with
Mozambique in this country.

The Mozambican government is concerned with finding ways to
strengthen communication and to develop more adequate solidarity
work in the U.S. Earlier this year President Machel asked us to
prepare some observations and suggestions to be sent directly to
him. This letter was originally drafted before his tragic death~

an ·event that makes the concern even more urgent. Along with the
immediate responses all of us have been engaged in~ we feel it
important to complete this task he asked us to do. The report
will be sent to President Machel's successor.

There is no need to tell you how difficult the continuing
situation of war in Mozambique is~ or to remind you of the
obstacles to development and even to survival the country faces
as the result of the actions of South Africa and the South
African-backed MNR (Renamo). But you may not be aware that there
is a major campaign going on by the far-right in this country to
raise support for the MNR, trying to get the Reagan
administration and Congress to provide aid in the same way as is
being done for Unita in Angola.

A Mozambique Information Office has been set up in the
Heritage Foundation, and two Mozambican exiles -- Luis Serapi~~

and Artur Vilankulu -- have each set themselves up as U.S.
representatives of Renamo. Their action has been so far crippled
by their failure to agree among themselves, and by the diplomatic
efforts of the Mozambican government which have convinced even
many. conservatives in the Reagan administration that Renamo is no
credible force. But that situation could easily change~ and the
manipulation of anti-communist sentiment in U.S. politics is very
easy, especially given the ignorance of virtually all Americans
about Mozambique.

We are aware that many of you have done and are doing
various kinds of solidarity work in your areas. The major anti
apartheid organizations have also shown~ especially over the last
year, a much greater awareness of the need to stress South
Africa's regional aggression as well as the internal South
African struggle. We think and hope that ~Q~~m~i£~D ~Qig2 has
been of some use in this work.



What has been done is clearly insufficient~

the small group of volunteers in New York who have
bulletin do not know if they have the resources to
just how useful it can be without the capacity for
production~ reaching more people~ and getting input
networ k.

however. And
produced the
continue~ or
more regul ar.
from a wider

We would very
so that the report
few individuals.
yourself think is
questions are among

much appreciate your reflections and comments~

could represent more than the perceptions of a
You should feel free to stress what you

important, but the accompanying page of
some that you might address.

As you are all aware~ there is a gap between analyzing
needs to be done, and having the time or resources to do it.
we hope you will add your voice to trying to figure out
should and can be done.
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Allen Isaacman
1106 Sheridan Ave. N
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Thank you very much.

A luta continua,
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Allen Isaacman
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Questions

(1) How can individuals with experience
Mozambique be in better touch with each
the staffs of organizations that are concerned
one part of their work on southern Africa?

and contacts in
other~ and with
with Mozambique as

(2) How can the Mozambican government maintain better
contact with those in this country with a political commitment to
solidarity, while also handling the necessary work of official
diplomatic contacts and economic ties?

(3) What are your sources of current
Mozambique? What major gaps do you feel~ and
could you suggest to improve the situation?

information on
what mechanisms

(4) How do you see the prospects for integrating solidarity
work on Mozambique and other Frontline states with the anti
apartheid movement, in your area of the country or nationally?
Are there other important ties that should be developed~ such as
with the Central America solidarity movement?

(5) What has been done wrong in the past in developing
support work, by the Mozambique government or by support groups?
What suggestions would you have for correcting the mistakes?
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