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STRONGER ACTION NEEDED TO OUST MOBUTU

April 1993

The confrontation between Mobutu Sese Seko and Zaire's transitional democratic government has now
intensified to the brink of civil war. The United States and other Western countries have condemned
Mobutu's actions and are reportedly considering measures to confiscate Mobutu's overseas assets and
mobilize other economic pressures. But so far littre substantive action has materialized. Mobutu is
unlikely to give in unless Western countries back up their words with specific economic pr~sures that
affect his ability to pay his army.

It is urgent that the United States:

• take the lead in implementing international efforts to block Mobutu's aCcess to foreign
exchange and to encourage him to go into exile.

• offer financial and other support to enable the transitional democratic government in
Zaire to begin to restore order and economic normalcy.

BACKGROUND

For more than a quarter of a century after he overthrew a civilian governmant with m~sive support from
U.S. intelligence, aid to Mobutu went unchallenged, even as Amnesty International and other human
rights groups documented more than 50 mass killings in their yearly reports and torture in every region
of the country. Mobutu had managed to convince the world that without him the country would become
a communist pawn or dissolve into endless bloodletting.

Finally in 1990, after economic collapse exceeded even the patience of the World Bank, and an
international outcry.erupted over the massacre of over 200 university students on May 11, 1990, Mobutu
announced acceptance in principle of a multi-party system. Mobutu's initial commitment to elections by
April 1991 lapsed, but he agreed to the convening of a national conference in August 1991.

The conference elected a leadership committed to democratic reform, chaired by Archbishop Laurent
Monsengwo Pasinya. Mobutu, accustomed to rule by force for 28 years, blocked the progress of the
Sovereign National Conference (SNC) at every turn, including the killing of more than 42 Christians in
a peaceful march for democracy on February 16, 1992. Nevertheless, in August 1992, the SNC elected
pro-<lemocracy leader Etienne Tshisekedi as prime minister by a majority of over 71 %. The Bush
administration gave nominal support to the new government but failed to respond energetically to
Mobutu's continued efforts to sabotage the process.
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Since then, Mobutu has orchestrated attacks against Tshisekedi's ethnic group in Shaba province, resulting
in more than 350 deaths and the flight of up to 100,000 refugees. He has refused to allow the new
government to assume control of Zaire's central bank. In February Mobutu's troops looted Kinshasa,
killing over 1000 people, after Mobutu paid them in banknotes invalidated by the transitional government.
In April Mobutu's political machinations led to the massacre of another 1000 people in Kivu region.

Recently, Mobutu convened his own "political conclave" and appointed a new prime minister, Faustin
Birindwa, whom he bribed away from his opponents. The interim parliament refused to recognize
Mobutu's appointment of Birindwa or his attempt to dismiss Prime Minister Etienne Tshisekedi. The
United States, Belgium and France also refused to recognize Mobutu's action, and have called on him
to yield authority to the transitional government.

Aside from these statements and some limitations on visas to Mobutu and his associates, however, very
little has been done to convince Mobutu to give up power or to go into exile. Meanwhile Mobutu
continues to maneuver for control.

Mobutu's residual power rests primarily on his ability to pay the troops loyal to him. As long as a
substantial proportion of the country's earnings from mineral exports, aid grants from foreign donors,
and receipts from internal revenue are confiscated for use by Mobutu, his family and his associates, there
is no real prospect of economic recovery for Zaire. Ending Mobutu's control over Zaire's Central Bank
is a critical step towards resolving its already severe economic crisis.

House Resolution 128 has been introduced in Congress calling for a freeze on Mobutu's assets, expelling
his ambassador, denying him and his associates visas, imposing an arms embargo, banning imports, and
supporting international responsiveness to the Zairian government's request for peacekeeping assistance.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your represenJatives in Congress to suppoT1 House Resolution 128.

Write: George Moose
Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs
State Department
Washington, DC 20520

Say you appreciate recent U.S. action refusing to recognize Mobutu's appointment of a new prime
minister, but are still concerned at the delay in taking effective action to pressure Mobutu to leave. You
would like to know what immediate steps can be expected to block Mobutu's access to personal or
national foreign assets, and to provide positive support to Zaire's legitimate government.

Send copies of your letter to:

Anthony Lake
National Security Adviser
National Security Council
Washington, DC 20500

House Africa Subcommittee
Room 817 O'Neill House
Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Senate African Affairs
Subcommittee
226 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510
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URGENT ACTION

Reps. Donald Payne (D-NJ) and Harry
Johnston (D-FL) have introduced House
Resolution 128 concerning democracy in
zaire calling on President Clinton to:

• apply diplomatic pressure for
democratic change in Zaire with
Belgium, France and other allies;

• pressure Mobutu to leave Zaire;
• freeze Mobutu's, his family's and

associates' bank accounts;
• deny visas to Mobutu, his family and

associates; and
• expel Mobutu's ambassador to the

U.S.

Recommending that the U.S.:
• support the suspension of Zaire from

the IMFIWorld Bank;
• impose an arms embargo;
• ban all imports from Zaire;

Recommending further, if the above are
unsuccessful in ensuring Mobutu's
departure, that President Clinton:
• with Belgium, France and allies urge

the UN Security Council to consider
other options, including intervention
to stabilize the situation in Zaire;

• consider, upon Mobutu's departure,
waiving all other U.S. sanctions to
allow emergency economic assistance
to the transitional government.

Please write and call Rep. Lee Hamilton,
Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C. 20515, (202) 225-5021.
Urge him to co-sponsor H.R. 128.
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