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Blood and Oil
Chevron, Clinton, and Crimes Against Humanity in Nigeria

After less than nine months in office, Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo has resorted
to wholesale repression in an effort to crush continuing resistance to corporate and
government abuses in the impoverished and polluted Niger Delta oil fields.

On October 28, Nigerian troops attacked unarmed demonstrators in the village of Choba
who were protesting discriminatory hiring practices by the Oklahoma-based Wilbros
pipeline company. Over two days of terror the soldiers reportedly killed four people and
raped over 60 women. The Obasanjo government denied the rape charges even after
photographs of the assaults were published in a leading Nigerian newspaper, but Nigerian
and international human rights organizations, including Human Rights Watch, confirm that
the killings and gang rapes took place. Wilbros later assured investors that "the order
restored by the government law enforcement agencies" would permit a return to full
profitability.

Three weeks later, following the murders of a dozen policemen in and near the Bayelsa
state capitol of Yenagoa, a heavily armed contingent of troops entered the town of Odi,
indiscriminately killing between 50 and 100 of the community's 15,000 residents and
sending the survivors fleeing into the bush. For ten brutal days the army systematically
burned and looted the town, leaving only a church, a clinic and a bank intact.

Chevron Complicit in Killings

The atrocities in Choba and Odi are the most recent incidents in an escalating conflict
between the oil producing communities and Chevron, Shell, Mobil and their Nigerian
government business partners. In May 1998 Chevron flew in Nigerian troops to end a
peaceful occupation of an oil platform by local residents seeking negotiations with the
company over local grievances. The troops opened fire on the protesters, killing two
injuring another and arresting and torturing others. In December 1998 and January 1999
Chevron again provided transport to Nigerian military units who attacked and killed
villagers peacefully demanding the withdrawal of the oil companies from the region.
Chevron's complicity with human rights abuses in Nigeria have prompted calls for a
Congressional investigation, and the company faces legal action in the United States by its
victims.

Established by the American Committee on Africa. 1966 • Contributions are tax-deductlble. •



Washington Ignores Abuses

In the face of mounting, and sometimes violent, opposition from the oil producing
communities, the oil companies have demanded an expanded security presence in and
around their production facilities. The former head of the Corporate Council on Africa,
Ambassador David Miller, told Congress last year that US oil companies were prepared to
finance and train additional troops and police in the region. But for decades the oil
companies have operated behind the bayonets of successive Nigerian military
dictatorships-retuming nothing to the communities in which they operate except
pollution, repression and desperate poverty. There is an urgent need to address the
legitimate demands of the peoples of the Delta for environmental protection, economic
justice and political inclusion. The Obasanjo government, however, dependent on oil
exports for 95 percent of its hard currency earnings and 80 percent of its budget, has failed
to open a dialogue with the oil producing communities. The atrocities at Choba and Odi
suggest instead that the current government, like its ruthless military predecessors, is
pursing a military solution.

They will soon have Washington's help. Earlier this week Defense Secretary William
Cohen returned from a weeklong trip to Africa designed to expand and strengthen US
military programs in Nigeria and other countries. Despite undisputed evidence of
widespread human rights abuses by the Nigerian security forces, the Clinton
Administration is proceeding with a far-reaching training and sales program that is
intended to include counterinsurgency training by U.S. Green Berets and provision of
equipment and spare parts to the army and air force. Although Pentagon officials promise
to emphasize civil control of the military and respect for human rights in the Nigeria
training programs, the abysmal US record in Latin America and Asia make such claims
highly suspect. It is worth noting that the late dictator General Sani Abacha was himself a
beneficiary of US "civil-military" training prior to his illegal seizure of power and brutal
crackdown on environmental, human rights and pro-democracy activists.

You Can Help Stop the Killing in Nigeria!

The United States should condition its relations with the Obasanjo government on respect
for human rights and a peaceful resolution of the Niger Delta crisis. Congress is now
considering whether to authorize the resumption of US military aid and training programs
for Nigeria.

Contact your Congressional Representative and Senators today and urge them to
oppose US military ties to Nigeria until those responsible for ·the atrocities in Odi and
Choba are arrested and charged, and the Obasanjo government opens a good faith dialogue
with the oil producing communities on a new and just dispensation. Ask your
Representative to join Reps. Dennis Kucinich, Maxine Waters, Donald Payne and others in
demanding a Congressional investigation into Chevron's human rights and environmental
practices in Nigeria.

For more information contact The Africa Fund at the address above, or visit our web site at
www.theafricafutld.org.
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