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House Passes Bill To Force Shell Out Of South Africa

National Council of
Churches, Baptists
Back Boycott

(See story, page 3)

Despite an all-out lobbying effort by faces stronger opposition.
Shell Oil Co., the U.S. House of Repre- Boycotlsupporters should con-
sentatives passed Aug. 11 a bill which tacttheir senators at U.S. Senate,
would prohibitthe company from obtain- Washington, DC 20510. Urge them
ing leases for federal oil, coal, and gas- lo-support S. 2378-as passea bythe
as long as any Royal Dutch/Shell sub- House of Representatives, and to sup-
sidiary does business with South Africa. port the provision which would prohibit

The proposal to force the Shell com- Shell and other oil companies from
panies to choose between fueling apart- exploiting public energy resources as
heid and using public resources in the long as any Royal Dutch/Shell subsi-
U.S. is part of a larger anti-apartheid bill diary is helping to fuel apartheid.
which passed the House on a 244-132 Following the House vote, the Na-
vote. tional Labor Boycott Shell Committee

The bill would force all U.S. corpora- sent a letter to Lo van Wachem, Royal
tions and citizens to withdraw invest- Dutch president, urging Shell "to take
ments from South Africa.

The ban on leases of federal resour
ces was added as a way to pressure
companies like Royal Dutch/Shell and
British Petroleum which are not U.S.
corporations.

The anti-apartheid legislation now
goes to the U.S. Senate, where it

Spre"ding The News
Major newspapers and TV stations in Bos
ton have reported on the ShellShock cam
paign on radio station WBCN. One promi
nent Bostonian endorsing the campaign
is the Red Sox' Roger Clemens, who has
been named the top pitcher in the Ameri
can League for the past two seasons.

"This is Roger Clemens of the
Boston Red Sox. I am shocked to
learn that Shell fuels apartheid
in providing fuel to the South
African military and police.

"I am particularly troubled
because Shell's American
headquarters are located in
my home state of Texas.

"Please join me and mil
lions of other Americans as
we pass on Shell gas."

this opportunity to announce its inten
tion to leave South Africa."

The letter, signed by committee co
chairs Richard Trumka of the Mine
Workers ana Owen Bieber of the Auto
Workers, said that "the handwriting is
on the wall."

"A great cross-section of American
consumers now associate the name
Shell with the oppressive system of
apartheid in South Africa," the commit
tee co-chairs said.

In lobbying against the House bill,
Shell spokesmen pulled out that old
corporate standby-job blackmail. A
Royal Dutch/Shell statement claimed
that a cut-off of federal energy leases
would mean a loss of 10,000 American
jobs.

Supporters of the bill ridiculed this
threat, pointing out that Shell would be
unlikely to choose to stay in South Africa,

(See HOUSE BILL, page 3)

Boycott Featured on
Boston's Top Radio
Station
The morning show on Boston's NO.1
FM and AM radio station, WBCN, has
launched an intensive "SheIlShock"
campaign urging listeners to boycott
Shell products because of Royal
Dutch/Shell's role in fueling South Afri
can apartheid.

Boston Red Sox pitcher Roger Cle
mens, Massachusetts Secretary of
State Michael Connolly, seven mem
bers of the Boston City Council, and
several state legislators are among
those who have joined deejay Charles
Laquidara in the studio to endorse the
ShellShock campaign.

(See RADIO, page 2)



SHELL PICKETED: Representatives of AFSCME, the Communications Work
ers, Mine Workers, and Coalition of Black Trade Unionists picketed a
Washington speech by John Bookout, then chief of Shell Oil.

(RADIO, from page 1)

Laquidara has asked listeners to
send him their cut-up Shell credit cards.
He then has interviewed some ofthose
listeners and aired their reasons for
boycotting Shell for others to hear.

The deejay also called Shell Oil's
headquarters in Houston and con
ducted a live interview with a company
spokesman. The spokesman began
his defense by saying that the Royal
Dutch/Shell subsidiary in South Africa
is really separate from the subsidiary in
the U.S., but then went on to talk about
all the good that "we" accomplish by
continuing to supply South Africa with
fuel.

Thololsands of bumper stickers say
ing "Get The Shell Out Of South Africa"
have been distributed to publicize the
ShellShock campaign.

Shell Admits Oil
Reaches South Africa
Shell UK has admitted to the London
Observer that a shipment of its oil
reached South Africa in violation of
sanctions established by the British
Commonwealth.

The newspaper discovered that a
ship carrying oil from Shell left Great
Britain with France as its reported des
tination, but that it went secretly to
South Africa instead.

The oil was sold by Shell to a con
tractor who then sold it to another con-
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AROUND THE WORLD: Demonstra
tions at Shell stations continue in 14
major industrialized countries. This
leaflet is from Australia.

tractor, with the result that Shell could
claim that it was not responsible for the
fuel's arrival in South Africa.

Shell co-owns or operates South
Africa's largest oil refinery, the offshore
station through which most imported oil
is delivered, an oil pipeline, and more
than 800 gasoline stations. It also supp
lies fuel to the South African military
and police.

But the company continues to claim
that it is not really fueling apartheid
because crude oil is no longer shipped
to South Africa under Shell's own name.

Shell Illegally Kept
Out Stockholders
Shell Transport and Trading Co., the
London-based co-owner of Royal
Dutch/Shell, has admitted that it ille
gally kept representatives of stock
holders who oppose its role in South
Africa out of its annual meeting.

The stockholders' representatives
included Roger Lyons, a top official of
a major union which represents Shell
workers in Great Britain.

Lyons and others named in proxies
to speak on behalf of stockholders
were told at the door that the proxy
notices they submitted had arrived
past the deadline. The company
showed them forms bearing a mail
room stamp indicating that the docu
ments arrived two-and-a-half hours
late.

But the stockholders have obtained
a letter from the British postal service
confirming that their proxies were del
ivered two days before the deadline.

When the document was published
in a leading London newspaper, Shell
admitted it had made a "mistake," but
it has refused Lyons' demand that the
meeting be reconvened.

The company may now face legal
action from stockholders denied a
voice in their own meeting.

County Officials Call
For Action On Shell
The National Association of Black
County Officials has adopted a resolu
tion calling on all county governments
to support the Shell boycott.

The county officials urged the follow
ing actions:

Commit all county-held Royal
Dutch securities to a petition demand
ing a special stockholders meeting on
withdrawal from South Africa.

• Withdraw all Shell credit cards
issued to county employees.

• Encourage counties not to buy
Shell products until Royal Dutch/Shell
and all its subsidiaries end their ties
with South Africa.



The National Council of Churches,
made up of 32 Protestant and Orthodox
churches with more than 40 million
members, has endorsed the Shell boy
cott.

The boycott was backed unanimous
ly by the NCC's 260-member govern
ing board despite an appearance by
Shell spokesman R.W. Tookey.

Tookey told the board that Shell
wants "to be a welcomed corporate
citizen in post-apartheid South Africa.
We ... wantto help create thatfair and
democratic society in which all South
Africans may take their place with
pride."

The church leaders bluntly replied
that if Shell really wants to end apart
heid, it should stop fueling the South
African military and police and the
apartheid economy.

"If Shell won't hear an appeal to
morality, perhaps they will hear an
appeal to profits," concluded board
member Rev. Cecil Murray.

The boycott also has been endorsed
by the American Baptist Churches,
representing 1.6 million members.

The Baptists' resolution said that
"Jesus is here taking up the cause of
the poor and the oppressed ... of
South Africa."

Other major religious groups which
previously endorsed the boycott in
clude the Episcopal Church, United
Church of Christ, Methodist Church,
Progressive National Baptist Conven
tion, and Unitarians.

A Shell station operator in Castlewood,
Virginia, has switched brands as a
result of the boycott campaign.

Station operator Greg Funk took the
action after meeting with local United
Mine Workers leaders.

Boycott supporters are now encour
aging area residents to take their busi
ness to him as a way of expressing their
thanks.

Station Owner
Changes Brands

National Council of
Churches, Baptists
Back Boycott

Anglo-Dutch oil giant Royal
Dutch/Shell said yesterday it
could be forced to close its South
African operations if the US Con
gress approves a new anti-apart
heid sanctions bill.

"It would make business so dif
ficult we could be forced to draw
the conclusion we'd have to
leave," a Shell spokesman
said ...

Earlier the Dutch daily Het
Financieele Dagbladquoted Shell
South Africa president John Wil
son as saying "it could be the
limit" if the sanctions bill was
passed.

The following is excerpted from an article
in the South African newspaper, The Citi
zen, dated June 25, 1988.

'We'll have to pullout'

Shell Warns On u.S.
Sanctions Bill
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and New York
demand that
Royal Dutch/Shell
pull out of South
Africa.

(HOUSE BILL, from page 1)

where it does about 1 percent of its bus
iness, if it meant a substantial reduction
in its operations in the U.S., where it
makes 20 to 30 percent of its profits.

Rep. Bob Wise (D-WV), who origi
nally sponsored the federal leases pro
vision, noted that "there was a large
lobbying effort by the oil companies
against our amendment.

"What is important to note is that the
amount of business these companies
do with South Africa is insignificant
compared to their dealings in the fed
eral oil and gas lease market," Wise
said.

'This creates an incentive to pull out
of South Africa until that nation abol
ishes the immoral practice of apart
heid."

The bill passed by the House directs
the president to negotiate with Japan
and major European nations to insure
that they don't replace the U.S. trade cut
off by the legislation. The president
would be required to retaliate against
those countries if no agreement could
be reached.



"You have to have respect for the anti-apartheid
lobbyists and their views. They are right in believing that
South Africa can only change by attacking the economy.

And of course it is true that the South African
economy would suffer a severe blow if a company

the size of Shell felt forced to pull out. "
John R. Wilson, chairman, Shell South Africa

Interview in Dutch newspaper, De Telegraaf May 24,1988

Materials you need to promote the Shell boycott in your community are available by using the coupon below. They include a short video, "The
American~Cor:Jnection.::'and slide/tape show (also available in video format), "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell."

aTY. SHELL BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN MATERIALS COST

Bumper .tlck.r: 0 # __ "Stop Apartheid, Boycott Shell" 0 # __ "Save U.S. Jobs,
Stop Apartheid. Boycott Shell" 501; for 1-200, 151; for over 200.

Button.: "Stop Apartheid. Boycott Shell" 50¢ for 1-200, 30¢ for over 200.

W.II.t-.lz. "DI.credlt C.rd": A reminder of your commitment to boycott Shell products.
$2.50/hundred.

...Ic 18-p.g. bookl.t: Gives the basics on apartheid, why Shell is a boycott target. and
Shell's involvement in South Africa. 7St; for 1-100, 50¢ for over 100.

B••lc 1••fl.lI: 0 # __ A leaflet to use while picketing, explaining the campaign.
o # __ A leaflet for particular use in labor meetings and conferences.
o # __ A leaflet for outreach to sympathetic general audiences. $5/hundred.

C.mpeilln .lId./llpe .how: A 9-minute show featuring boycott leaders and the
president of the South African National Union of Mineworkers. Also available in video
formal. $40 each. No rentals.

"Th. Am.rlcen Connection": A TV documentary on Americans and South Africa that
features the boycott. ;,-inch VHS formal. 0 # __ 10-minute version.
0# __ 27-minute version. $40 each. No rentals.

Workpl.c...Ick.,.: "Stop Apartheid. Boycott Shell" 101; for 1-100, 51; for over 100.

Po.t.r-.lz. "DI.credlt C.rd": $5 each. (Free with orders of $250 or more.)

Po.t.r for .torn: "No Shell Products Sold Here" and why. 501; for 1-200, 151; for over 200.

"Prot.ct Our Job." brochure: How the Shell campaign helps preserve coal jobs in the U.S.
$5/hundred.

"Boycott Sh.II" Bull.tln: 401; for 1-50, 251; for over 50.

Pi.....dd_25 p.rc.nt lor PO''''p••nd h.ndlfng.

AFSCME
1625 L Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

ORDER FORM

Name _

Address _

City _

State _

Organization _

Phone _

Make checks payable to Boycott Shell
campaign and send c/o United Mine
Workers of America, 900 15th Street
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005.

Phone: (202) 842-7350

$ Yotal Amount Due_

First Class Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1937

Washington, D.C.
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