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* Distributing informational flyers at Art Fair on
apartheid.

*Leafletting & informational picketing of movie: "The
Gods Must be Crazy" (see article this issue)
(John 663-4402

* What Else? Any ideas you have that you'd like to
organize, please, do call them in, let us know
you're out there! Paquetta 761-8178.

* "Did You Know••• " flyers containing various facts
about apartheid and its effects on the population
in S. Africa are being posted at various places in
the community. If you would like to help post same,
or help create some, call Randa 995-3136.

Zip

_______________ PhoneName

Address _

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter. Enclosed
is my $ 5.00 SUbscription •.

I have enclosed $__ donation to the weCAA

Please add my name and phone number to the tele
phone tree list so I can continue to be informed of
WCCAA events and activities.

erate pUblic awareness on the situation in S. Africa.
U.S. is currently the #1 supporter of the S. African

apartheid regime politically, economically, and mili
tarily. We can make a difference on what happens there.

* Speakers Bureau composed of people that can present
the issues to community groups and churches. Call
Paquetta, 761-8178'.

We would like to plan more events and continue
to put out a newsletter, but we can't do it without
your support, and we can't do it without money! So
far, financing our efforts has been out of our own
pockets, but we can't continue to do this. If you
wish to continue receiving the newsletter, please
send in your $5.00 with the form below. We welcome
any contribution you can rnake--money or volunteer
time. WE CAN'T BUILD A LOCAL ANTI-APARTHEID MOVE
MENT WITHOUT YOUR HELP! Some additional projects
not listed in the calendar we need help with are:

* Research on the effectiveness of divestment as
a strategy to oppose apartheid. Frequently the media
releases statements by various well-known S. Afri
can, black and white, as to how divestment is not
a good strategy. Though most of us will agree that
this seems like a ploy to confuse the public,
WCCAA is conducting research in order to take
a firm stand on this issue. Call Janet Hough
to get involved in this study or to find out
more information (761-7435).

* Donated clothing and school supplies to the Solo
mon Mahlangu Freedom College community in Tanzania
(see article this issue). Call Terri Hubbell if
you'd like to donate some clothes or supplies or
if you'd like to get in on one of the packing
meetings, 668-1784.

* Organizing printed materials accumulated over
past years by WCCAA to donate to the Bentley His
torical Library. Call Eloise, 662-1139.

* Write to your Congressperson telling them your
views. Discuss your views with other people to gen-

WCCAA Needs Your Support

Listed below are activities and events scheduled
or still in the planning stages. Where possible,
phone numbers and contact people have been included
if You'd like more information, or want to help out.
We especially welcome your ideas and suggestions.
We NEED your support and input! Our meetings generally
occur toward the end of the month. If you'd like to
know how you can attend one, call Paquetta (761-8178)
or Eloise (662-1139).

April 28 MEETING: 7:30 pm, Quaker House, 1416 Hill

May BAKE SALE: UM Fish Bowl (date TBA) Lee 996-9446
or Randa 995-3136

May 15 FILM: South Africa-The Nuclear File, 8 PM
(location TBA) Dahlia 996-3858

May 22 FILM: Six Days in Soweto, 8 PM (location TBA)
Dahlia 996-3858

May 23 COMMEMORATION OF AFRICAN FREEDOM DAY: Reverand
Mangedwa Nyathi, a UM Grad originally from Soweto, will talk on the
current situation in S. Africa. 7:30 PM, location TBA, Paquetta 761·8178.

June FILM: You Have Struck a Rock, 8 PM
POETRY READING: Kaleema, Poet (date and location
TEA) Paquetta 761-8178

Aug. 1-31 DISPLAY on S. Africa, Ann Arbor Public
Library (lnoise 662-1139)

Aug. 9 SOUTH AFRICAN WO.'1EN'S DAY Film:S. Africa Be
longs to Us! Poet: Kaleema

FALL: Teach in on South Africa
Rurrunage Sale
Guild House Series on South Africa
Call Paquetta 761-8178

It's a good idea to call to confirm the date and lo
cation of any of these eventsl



ANC Goal: An Ungovernable
South Africa

In a comprehensive interview conducted by Black
Scholar (Nov./Dec. '84), David Ndaba, Administrative
Secretary for the ANC (African National Congress),
describes the present situation of S. Africa by
stating, "Our struggle in S. Africa has now reached
a critical stage••• characterized on one hand by the
mass brutal repression unleashed by the apartheid
regime •••• On the other hand ••• by the determination
of our people through trade unions, churches, schools,
in factories and in mines, to challenge and virtually
destroy the apartheid system in order to establish
a non-racial, democratic society based on the will
of all S. African people .... "

Since the 1984 new year's message in which ANC
president, Oliver Tambo, called on the people to
"make themselves ungovernable," it has become im
possible for the regime to continue ruling in the
same old way. Thus, the regime has stepped up re
pressive measures and attempts to coopt the coloreds
and Asians by conciliatory reforms and a bogus new
constitution. These measures were "introduced by the
apartheid regime in its attempts to manage the crisis
that it finds itself in." So that now, Ndaba states,
"they have coloreds and Asians rather than the whites
to implement laws that are made by the dominating
whites."

Ndaba characterizes the present phase of the
struggle inside S. Africa as a "people's war" in
which the entire black population and opponents of
apartheid are mobilized for both political and armed
actions. Mobilizing black workers is essential since
"the whole apartheid system rests on the shoulders
of the black workers" and they can be most effective
by attacking the system where it is most vulnerable.

The ANC plays an important role by coordinating
its intensified armed actions with the political
action of the mobilized masses. The attacks against
transportation, power and communication systems
complement the actions of workers as they go on
strike. '~hen people are still debating whether
they should go to work or not they realize there
is no transport to go to work •••.• "

Fi~ally, Ndaba stresses that U.S. policy plays
a major role. Although the current administration
always talks about being opposed to the apartheid
system, it is a fact that the U.S. has become the
No. 1 trading partner and internal repression in
side S. Africa has increased since Reagan came to
power. Ndaba's closing comments: "How long the
struggle will be allowed to last depends to a great
extent on how strong an anti-apartheid movement will
develop in the U.S. to reverse the policies of the
U.S. administration ••••We can no longer do without
your support, and time for that support is now."

Mr. Ndaba expressed similar views during his recent
speech at Rackham, in Ann Arbor on April 12.

Sounds of Struggle
Do you like upbeat dance music in any shape or

form? If so, you may want to explore some of the pop
ular music from S. Africa.

ZULU JIVE (Earthworks) contains tunes by The Rain
bows, Aaron Mbambo, Joshua Sithole, and Shoba. The
music is colorful with sweet melodies featuring gui
tar,flute. organ, and some "churchy" vocals.

RHYTHM OF RESISTANCE (Shanachie) is actually a
soundtrack from a film about contemporary black music
from S. Africa. While collecting this music, the com
pilers of this ablum were frequently hounded by po
lice and often had to find ways of evading them.
Featured are a number of groups such as Ladysmith
Black Mambazo, a beautiful accapelo group, and the
Mahotella Queens, a 5-woman vocal group.

2

Bracelet Program Progress Report

A bracelet program for the political prisoners of
S. Africa has been set in motion by a local group
called International Possibilities Unlimited. At a
press conference held on March 22 and covered by the
Michigan Da~ and Ann Arbor News, Chairperson
Debbie Robinson said the bracelets are symbols of
solidarity with the anti-apartheid movement. She
explains that the aim of the program is to raise con
sciousness about the issue and to establish a person
al bond between the wearer and the prisoner. The
bracelets are to be worn continuously until the prison
ers are released. Present at the press conference to
receive bracelets in recognition of their active roles
in opposing apartheid were Democratic mayoral candi
date Ed Pierce, state senator Lana Pollack (D-Ann
Arbor), state rep. Perry Bullard (D-Ann Arbor), city
councilperson Larry Hunter (D-lst Ward), Mary Frances
Berry, U.S. Civil Rights Commissioner and prof. of
law at Howard University, and the Rev. Mangedwa
Nyilhi of Detroit.

To order bracelets ($6.50 ea. + sales tax) write
to: International Possibilities Unlimited

PO Box 2542, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 or call
Debbie Robinson at (313) 973-2016

Fight, Produce and Learn!
The above slogan was adopted by the ANC Youth

Congress at the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College.
The 1976 Soweto uprising resulted from police open
ing fire on youths demonstrating against unequal
education. Thousands of young people fled S. Africa
in fear of being detained. tortured or killed follow
ing this event. The ANC decided to establish a com
munity for these refugees--a place where these young
sters could live in relative peace and prepare them
selves intellectually and practically for their
future contributions to the struggle.

The Tanzanian government granted 250 acres of
land at Mazimbu near Morogoro and in 1978 construc
tion began. The Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College
(SOMAFCO) was named after a young ANC member who
was executed following the Soweto uprising. For
the SOMAFCO community, he stands as a symbol of
"the new generation of youth who are determined to
liberate S. Africa under the leadership of the ANC."

The community continues to grow as more and more
refugees pour out of S. Africa. As the community
grows, so does its needs. In 1980 a primary school
was added, and later, a nursery school. An adult
education program was introduced, initially to com
bat illiteracy and to upgrade the non-student popu
lation "for greater efficiency and usefulness in
the present phase of the struggle." Today, there is
also a day care center to care for children of
working mothers, mothers away on scholarship, or
other ANC missions. Recently, they were able to pro
vide in-service education on mother and child care
and early childhood. A clinic has been established
which also treats the local Tanzanian population
for a broad range of ailments.

In 1982 Tanzania granted additional land at
Dakawa to establish a vocational training center.
A cluster of small villages is envisioned that can
be erected swiftly and consolidated into function
ing units attached to agriculture and small industry.

With all this growth and activity, SOMAFCO, as
well as many other refugee centers in neighboring
S. African countries, need our donations and support.
WCCAA has already sent 3 packages of clothing and
school supplies to the school in Tanzania. They
need as much material aid as we can provide.
Clothing should be in good condition. Bring your
donations to Quaker House, 1416 Hill St., or call
Terri Hubbell at 668-1784 for more information and
to plan packing and mailing meetings.



Film Review: The Gods Must Be Crazy

Haw does it feel to get your brain washed? As
long as it tickles, apparently some don't notice it
at all, jUdging from the success the S. African film
"The Gods Must be Crazy" has had in being pushed as
a cult comedy for people who otherwise don't find
apartheid and racism funny••

The Free South African Movement, TransAfrica, the
African National Congress and other anti-apartheid
organizations are waging a boycott and information
campaign against the film, but must movie reviewers
have ignored both the boycott and the film's reaction
ary content.

The film opens in Johannesburg with the heroine
and other whites working in posh magazine offices
side by side with several equally well-to-do African
colleagues. The scene implies that this is a typical,
nonsegregated, equal-opportunity S. African work
place--a vision of S. African life that not even sup
porters of the fig leaf Sullivan principles promote.

From this beginning to its end, there is not a
scene or word_in the film to betray the fact that
S. Africa, the country in which it's set, conducts a
genocidal white supremacist policy that deprives
African peoples of equal or adequate health, educa
tion, housing, employment, political rights and
legal services.

Apartheid simply doesn't exist as an evil insti~

tution in this film; neither, therefore, do Africans
who suffer from it and fight against it. The film con
veys the message that relations between the white
racist government and the urban, village or "primi
tive" African peoples are a source of comedy and not
conflict. In this regard, "The Gods" is as mislead
ing about apartheid as the TV series "Hogans Heroes"
is about Nazi PaN and concentration camps, or about
fascism itself.

So what kind of Africans do exist in "The Gods"?
First, there is the tribesrnan-of the San people,
hunters and gatherers whose society is, in real life,
suffering from malnutrition, tuberculosis and poverty
as a result of S. African policies.

The movie depicts the San tribesman as a
Rousseauistic 8reature bem~sed but also threatened
by his contact with modern society, which is symbol
ized by a Coke bottle that falls from an airplane in
to his settlement. In a series of farcical adventures,
the "noble savage" comes into contact with whites
and other Africans.

The whites include the white heroine, who has
left the big city to teach rural Africans. These
African villagers stand up in their fields and sing
at her arrival just like the choruses of plantation
"darkies" used to do in older simplistically racist
Hollywood films.

The other white character is a S. African veter
inarian, a modernized version of the heroic white
hunters of the Tarzan movies. The white vet, more'
sensitive to the San man's plight than he is to any
of the Blacks, becomes his guardian and ultimately
uses him to track the villains of the story--a rude
murderous, inept band of "Ccmmunist" African guerillas
or revolutionaries led by a lighter-skinned "'::uban
looking" rogue.

So the Africans in the fil~ range from the noble
savage, to helpless villagers, to bandits who kill
their awn people and kidnap children before being
tracked d awn and captured by bwana white hunter and
his faithful savage companion.

In his article, "The Gods Must Be Crazy••• But
the South African State Has a Plan," Canadian anthro
pologist Richard Lee points out that the San's
tracking skills'are indeed being used by the apar
theid government--San men are forced into the racists'
armed forces where they an'l ordered to hunt the SWAPO
freedom fighters trying to liberate their Namibian
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homeland from S. Africa--the same freedom fighters
who are ridiculed in this film!

Thus, the film The New York Times describes as
"an innocuous enough tale ••• of bumbling whites and
blacks," is actually a sophisticated use of humor to
whitewash apartheid, slander progressive African
governments and liberation movements, and conceal
the oppression of the San. This reactionary slop is
consumed quite readily by the audience because the
guerillas in the movie are introduced as "Communists"
right away, and we know, from Red Dawn, if not from
our President, himself, that t~only good ccmmie ••••

Prof. Angela Gilliam, a social scientist at the
State University of NY calls'''The Gods' one of the
most profoundly racist films ever made" (Interracial
Books for Children, Vol. 15, No. 7-8, '84). Gilliam
notes that "even some progressive people who oppose
apartheid find the film humorous and are beguiled
into separating the humor from the pro-apartheid
message. tI

Once disarmed by the humor, the audience is less
likely to notice that the laughter is being induced
by champions of apartheid, and viewers are likely to
forget, if they knew at all, that Cuban troops are
in this region of Africa at the lawful request of
the Angolan government to help defend Angola against
S. African troops and gangs of mercenaries and
criminals.

And faced with the seemingly sympathetic portray
al of the San tribesman, most Americans probably donOt
know, as Prof. Gilliam points out, that S. Africa
"plans to enclose the San in a type of wild animal
preserve where they would be a tourist attraction in
a sort of living museum." The movie is designed to
make the viewer feel that nothing would please the
San better.

In "Dingatha", his earlier film, "The Gods"
director Jamie Uys also championed apartheid. But
that film was a drama, not a comedy, and W. European
and America;: audiences saw through its attempts to
show that Africans prefer the separate, unequal life
in the squalid, slaw-death conditions of the rural
homelands they've been herded into, to modern urban
life and its greater possibilities for protest and
progress.

Like Ted Koppel's much ballyhooed S. African
coverage on TV's Nightline and S. African novelist,
Alan Paton's widely printed essay in U.S. newspapers
the following week, "The Gods" appearance and success
in this country boils down to one more device to de
fend the Reagan administration's policy of "construc
tive engagement." Continued on page 4

50% of Black children in S, Africa die before reaching the age of 5
from malnutrition and other related diseases,

City CounCil Hears Pension Fund
Divestment Resolution

Councilperson Larry Hunter introduced a resolu
tion to have the city of Ann Arbor divest funds of
its pensioners from firms doing business in S. Africa.
A demonstration was held at City Hall before the
City Council Meeting on March 18. About 20 people,
inclUding a student from S. Africa who expressed
gratitude to the demonstrators for showing their anti
apartheid sentiments participated. They sang songs
and carried signs that called for the city to "get
out of S. Africa."

The new mayor and Council will be dealing with
the resolution now that city elections are over.
There was some fear on March 18 that any action on
the Hunter resolution would be seen as politically
motivated and somehow tainted due to the upcoming
April 1 elections. Councilperson Hunter is an anti
apartheid fighter from way back and the WCCAA sup
ports his effort to get city pension money out of
racist S. Africa now!



Film Review: The Gods Must Be Crazy, Continued from Page 3

Ths film is simply another pillar of the apartheid
system whose blood-money profits enrich many corpor
ate executives and big bankers in the "free world,"
which, according to our government, includes S. Africa.
If it is a cult film, as Michigan Daily and Ann Arbor
News reviewers have stated, then it is a cult of
racism and apartheid, and not a cult of comic film
buffs.

The Washtenaw Co. Coalition Against Apartheid
joins other anti-apartheid groups and individuals in
urging the public: DO NOT BUY A TI2KET TO THIS MOVIE.
Thos who wish to see it to analyze how art can be
used to sugarcoat racism and reaction can do so by
buying a ticket to one of the other Briarwood movies
and then viewing "The Gods". This will deprive the
film's distributor's and makers from receiving their
portion of the ticket price and hasten the film's de
parturefrom the theater. If you cannot see the film
in this way, please do not see it at all. Honor the
boycott.

If you are interested in participating in infor
mational picketing of this film, please contact
John Woodford at 663-4402.

Guatamala: Unholy Allies
The Article, "Guatamala: Unholy Allies" (Afric

Asia, Nov. '84) describes the complex system-;;f
collaboration that exists between S. Africa, Israel,
Taiwan, South Korea and the U.S. in practicing
counter-insurgency techniques on the Guatamalan
peasants.

Israel has provided aid to Guatamala's right-wing
government since 1967. Taiwan, with its close links
to S. Africa and Israel, as well as South Korea, is
also involved. Since 1970, Israel has provided con
ventional arms, nuclear research and development
programs and training in counter-insurgency techni
ques to Guatamala. When internal pressures caused
Pres. Carter to impose an embargo on Guatamala in
1977, Israel expanded its aid to include electronic
surveillance equipment am military advisors along
with its military materiel. Guatamalan officers
reportedly visited S. Africa and Namibia last year
to study S. African counter-insurgency techniques
in isolating SWAPO guerillas from local support.

Among the Israeli companies now operating in
Guatamala, Tadiran Electronics is 45% owned by the
U.S. corporation, GTE. with S. Africa's Consolidated
Power, the company has formed a large combine spe
cializing in military electronics and computers.
Both of these products are useful in surveillance
operations and population control of Guatamalan
peasants and black S. Africans. Israel is also in
volved in a program to establish a network of social
services such as youth programs, construction schemes
and military-agricultural projects similar to those
the Israelis set up in the occupied West Bank. These
programs are described by one observer as "part of
a bid to 'win the hea rts am minds' of the local
population while waging war on it." Due to its
counter-insurgency needs, the Guatamalan government
represents a potential market for arms and military
equip:nent for S. Africa, a market that S. Africa is
interested in developing.

Action: Let your congressperson know that Israeli
aid should not be misused. S. Africa should not be
allowed to aggravate a volatile situation in the
Americas.

There are 26 million blacks, yet 87< of the most
fertile and most industrialized land belongs to
only 4 million whites. 13% of the land--barren patches
scattered allover S. Africa belongs to 26 million
Black people. 30% of this land is situated in the
most desert-like areas that are untillable.
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Notes From Feminization of Poverty
Conference
"The present work profile of women: While they relJre
sent 50% of the world adult population and 1/3 of the
official labor force, they perform nearly 2/3 of all
working hours, receive only 1/10 of the world income,
and own less than 1% of world property."

(from 1980 Copenhagen Programme, Conference marking
the middle of the UN Decade for Women)

The "World Feminization of Poverty Conference"
convened April 1st-2nd at U-M's Rackham Auditorium.
This international conference focused on the prob
lems of the increasing poverty of women and children
worldwide. The issues of health care, family planning,
employment am economic development were emphasized
and local and national strategies for addressing the
problems of women in poverty were outlined. Confer
ence participants identified the current situation
in both developed and developing countries, as well
as the need to implement programs and policies which
will effectively reverse this increasing trend of
feminine poverty.

Conference participants included women from a
variety of organizations and academic disciplines.
While the majority of these participants were from
the U.S., there were also representatives from India,
Canada, Italy, Nigeria, Australia, and the Republic
of China.

At the final session of the conferencp, several
resolutions were presented am adopted. These resolu
tions will be transmitted to elected officials at
local, state and federal levels of government in the
U.S., at the United Nations, and to governments of
the conference participants. The resolutions call
for support of various measures which would improve
the present status of women worldwide. The solidarity
generated at this conference makes these goals all
the more obtainable.

Anti-Apartheid Protests Sweep Nation!
At Columbia University in NYC on April 4, 300

students participated in a demonstration at College
walk. They announced their intention to march on the
Low Memorial library. Campus security was aware of
the plan and Low Library was heaVily secured by the
time students were to take action and surround the
building. The students then went to Hamilton Hall,
site of the Afro-American student protests in 1968.
They chained the doors and began an encampment that
is still going on as we go to print the newsletter.

University attorneys and attorneys for the stu
dents (Columbia Coalition for a Free S. Africa) have
filed various motions in court to support their sides
in the dispute. So far the students have been fortu
nate in that the University has told the faculty that
they would not bring in NYC police to arrest or re
move the students. What is at stake for the Columbia
administration is about $800 million that Columbia
University has invested in firms which do business
in S. Africa.

Anti-apartheid demonstrators at Unive~sity of
Calif.-Berkeley and at Cornall University, Ithaca, NY
have been arrested and physically removed from build
ings by city police who are assisted by campus secur
ity. More students have been replacing the ones who
are arrested as soon as they are carted off. These
demonstrations have been a reminder of the days
when student activism, not apathy, was a regular
news item. Those of us at U of M need only to get
about $5 million out of S. Africa that is still in
vested in Michigan firms.

The "new" student activism sweeping the na
tion is part of the international campaign to iso
late and withdraw support from the apartheid regime
in every way possible.
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