
MOZAMBIQUE: A PERIOD OF TRANSITION

25 June. 1962 FRELIMO formed (FRont for the Liberation of MOzambique)

25 Sept. 1964 Outbreak of the Armed Struggle

Once ito was clear that armed struggle was the only means to
achieve independence for MozambIque, FRELIMO initiated the
liberation struggle with 250 troops on this date. Within
fIve years, the struggle had spread through three provinces
and FRELIMO had grown into a powerful political and military
force.

3 Feb, 1969 President MondlaneoAssassinated by Portuguese Colonialists

Despite his death, Mondlane has continued to influence the
development of the struggle. Indeed, all the victories achieved
since his death -- the liberation of three provinces, the
construction of a new way of life in Mozambique, the advance of
the war front to the center of the country -- can be traced
back to the unity and political orientation he gave to the
movement.

25 April 1974 Military Coup in Portugal

Due to the intensity of armed struggle in all of Portugal's
colonies, it became apparent that it would be impossible for
Portugal to continue to resist the forces of liberation -
even with financial aid from the United States and indirect
aid via NATO. A military coup deposed Premier- Caetano and
placed General Spinola, an advocate of a revised colonial
policy, in power.

the colonial
those ,hltes
nt wi \1 be

the organization
well to urban

Despite FRELIMO's rural origins and development,
and discipline of FRELIMO has adapted remarkably
settings.

Because of FRElIMO, through Mondlane, has define
enemy in terms of exploitation rather than race,
who wIsh to live lawfully under a FRELIMO govern
welcome to remain in Mozambique.

20 Apri 1 1974-
25 June 1975 Period of Transition

After thirteen years of struggle, death and untold hardship,
Mozambique is on its way to independence. With an interim
government containing six FRELIMO and three Portuguese
appointed cabinet posts, Mozambique is now confro ting the
task of nation-building.

Nevertheless, many problems remai : how to deal with its racist
neighbors In terms of trade, poli ical recognition and liberation.

25 June 1975 Independencel
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It is the price of o~r freedom.

We keep them close In our hearts

from their example new generations

-- revolutionary generations
are already being born.

This is the time

we were all waiting for.

Our guns are light in our:hands

the reasons and aims

The blood shed by our heroes

makes us sad but resolute.

This is the time to be ready

and firm.

The time to give ourselves

to the Revolution

Josina Machel

Ahead of us we see bitter hardships.

But we see also

our children running free

our country plundered no more.

of the struggle

clear in our minds.
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commissar in the women's detachment
head of the section of social
a fighter on the front line; died
1971 from illness. She was 25 years
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